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INTRODUCTION. 


Three  complete  collections  of  ancient  English  mys- 
teries have  descended  to  modem  times,  or  rather 
are  now  known  to  be  preserved,  which  are  generally 
distinguished  by  the  titles  of  the  Chester,  the  Townley, 
and  the  Coventry  Mysteries ;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  detached  pieces  of  far  inferior  importance, 
we  derive  nearly  all  our  actual  knowledge  of  the 
early  English  drama  from  these  series  of  plays,  which 
have  been  long  known  to  every  one  interested  in 
this  class  of  literary  pursuits,  as  some  of  the  most 
curious  and  valuable  relics  of  bygone  times;  not 
merely  as  important  records  of  our  early  stage,  but  also 
as  illustrating,  in  a  very  interesting  manner,  the  customs, 
language,  and  manners  of  the  periods  to  which  they  be- 
long. The  only  one  of  these  series  (which  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  important  of  all),  that  has  yet  been  printed,  is 
the  Townley,  which  was  published  by  the  Surtees  So- 
ciety, with  a  very  interesting  and  learned  preface  by 
Mr.  Hunter.  The  Coventry  is  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing volume ;  and  the  Chester,  so  ably  commented  upon 
by  Mr.  Markland,  a  gentleman  to  whom  belongs  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  in  recent  times  to  direct  public 
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attention  to  these  researches,  has  already  been  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  under 
whose  auspices  the  present  volume  is  produced.  ♦ 

Mr.  Collier,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  excellent 
History  of  English  Dramatic  Poetry,  has  carefully  ana- 
lyzed the  Coventry  Mysteries,  with  occasional  notices 
of  resemblances  or  dissimilarities  in  the  method  in  which 
the  same  subjects  are  treated  in  the  other  collections. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  unnecessary  for  me  in  this  place  to 
enter  on  the  general  question  of  the  chain  in  the  evi- 
dence of  dramatic  history  which  these  mysteries  afford. 

The  Coventry  Mysteries  are  contained  in  a  quarto 
yolome,  the  principal  part  of  which  was  written  in  the 
year  1468,  now  preserved  in  theOottonian collection  of 
manuscripts,  under  the  press-mark  Vespas.  D.  viu.  The 
date  of  the  MS.  is  ascertained  from  the  verso  of  foL 
1 00,  a  fac-simile  of  which  page  will  be  found  at  the 
commencement  of  this  work.  The  history  of  the  manu- 
script is  unfortunately  wrapped  in  obscurity,  and  it 
cannot  be  distinctly  traced  back  to  those  who  are  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  its  former  possessors  —  the  Grey 
Friars  of  Coventry.  The  principal  authority  for  its  ap- 
propriation to  this  body  is  contained  in  the  following 
memorandum  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the  manuscript  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Dr.  Bichard  James,  librarian  to  Sir 

*  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  one  or  two  more  collections  turning 
up.  In  MS.  Addit.  4791,  fol.  157,  is  given  a  list  of  the  plajs  re* 
presented  at  Dublin  on  Corpus  Christi  day,  1468,  which  differs  ma- 
terially from  the  contents  of  any  known  series.  The  play  of  the 
"  Sacri6ce  of  Abraham,"  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  may  be  one  of 
these.     It  has  been  printed  by  Mr.  Collier. 
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fiobert  Cotton :  — ^^  Oontenta  Novi  Testamenti  scenice 
ei^resaa  et  actitata  olim  per  monachos  siye  fratres 
Aendicantes :  yulgo  dicitur  hie  liber  Lndus  CoventriaB, 
rive  Ludus  Corporis  Christi :  scribitnr  metris  Anglica- 
018."  The  MS.  vms  previously  in  the  possession  of 
Bobert  Hegge  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  who  died  in 
16299  *  c^d  ^^^^  ^o«t  probably,  purchased  by  James 
about  that  time  for  Cotton,  as  it  appears  from  a  letter 
in  the  same  library  f  that  James  was  engaged  about 
that  period  at  Oxford  in  procuring  manuscripts  for  his 
patron. 

James,  in  his  MS.  collections  in  the  Bodleian,  does 
not  notice  the  MS.  of  the  Ludus  Coventriae,  and  I  have 
been  unsuccessful  in  endeavouring  to  trace  either  the 
destination  of  Hegge's  library,  or  the  authority  for 
James's  assertion  that  this  volume  was  commonly  (vulgo 
dicitur)  known  under  the  above  title.  %  That  it  was  so, 
there  cannot,  I  imagine,  be  the  slightest  doubt,  for  what 
object  could  James  —  a  man  who  was,  most  probably, 
uninterested  about  the  subject  of  the  manuscript,  and 

*  Wood's  Athense,  by  Bliss,  vol.  ii.,  p.  458.  Hegge  does  not 
allade  to  the  MS.  in  any  of  his  writings. 

t  MS.  Cotton.  Julius,  C.  iii.»  fol.  193.  James  was  then  resident 
at  Oxford. 

X  In  the  old  catalogue  of  the  Cottonian  library,  commenced  in  the 
year  1621,  in  MS.  Harl.  6018,  there  if  no  notice  of  the  present  MS. 
I  find,  however,  in  a  list  of  books  "  lent  out  of  my  study  befor  this 
23  ApriU,  1621,"  an  entry  which  may  be  interesting  to  the  reader: 
"  iElfricus  Grammar  Saxon  to  Ben :  Jonson."  This  was  doubtlessly 
"  the  most  ancient  grammar  written  in  the  Saxon  tongue  and  cha- 
racter," which  Kynaston  saw  in  his  hands.  See  Gifford's  Jonson, 
vol.  ix.,  p.  254. 
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iuaerted  the  account  above  given  as  Cotton's  librarian, 
according  to  his  usual  custom— have  had  in  making  a 
misrepresentation  ?  It  must  be  remembered,  also,  that 
the  last  leaf,  or,  perhaps,  the  last  few  leaves,  are  now 
deficient,  and  there  is  no  improbability  in  the  conjecture 
that  these  may  not  have  been  lost  when  James  ^Tote 
bis  description,  and  that  a  colopliou  supplied  bim  with 
his  information, 

Robert  Hegge  has  given  us  his  autograph  in  two  places, 
and  in  both  added  the  cognomen  of  "  Duuelmensis." 
On  this  account,  some  writers  have  conjectured  that  the 
volume  originally  came  from  Durham ;  but  this  suppo- 
tjitioib  is  not  supporteil  by  any  evidence  and  very  little 
probability.  The  principal  mark  of  dialect  which  the 
Mysteries  contain,  viz.,  u-  for  sh  in  such  words  as  xaf, 
^ulde,  &c.,  belong  to  that  part  of  the  countrj-  in  which 
Coventry  is  situated. 

If,  then,  we  have  not  complete  and  absolute  evidence 
that  Ludus  Coventriie  is  the  proper  title  of  these  Mys- 
teries, yet  the  probabilities  are  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
correctness  of  this  appellation,  and  no  urgent  reasons 
have  been  given  for  any  different  conclusion.  By  this 
name,  at  all  events,  the  MS.  has  been  known  since  the 
time  of  Dr.  James,  who  died  in  1639- 

The  external  evidence  is  also  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
claim  of  Coventr}-  to  these  plays.  Coventry  was  a  place 
formerly  famous  for  the  performance  of  its  Corpus  Christi 
plays  by  the  Grey  Friars,  in  the  same  manner  as  Chester 
was  for  the  performances  of  its  trading  companies.  Mr. 
Sharp's  Diitaaitttion  on  the  Covailrtf  Mifsteries,  4to., 
.  1816,  contains  a  most  curious  and  viJiiable  collec- 
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tion  of  information*  relatiye  to  the  plays  onoe  performed 
there,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  actors  were 
dressed.  In  1456,  Queen  Margaret  was  at  Coventry, 
when  she  saw  ^*  alle  the  pagentes  pleyde  save  domes- 
day,  which  might  not  be  pleyde  for  lak  of  day."  Even 
as  late  as  1575,  *^  certain  good  harted  men  of  Ooven- 
tree"  had  the  honour  of  performing  before  Queen  Eliza- 
beth in  the  celebrated  entertainment  at  Kenilworth, 
and  gained  considerable  applause.f  And  Heywood,  in 
a  passage  which  has  been  frequently  quoted,  alludes  to 
the  devil  as  a  famous  character  in  the  old  Coventry 
mysteries : — 

"  For  as  good  happe  wolde  have  it  chaonce, 
Tli3r8  devyU  and  I  were  of  olde  acqaeyntaunce ; 
For  oft,  in  the  play  of  Corpus  Christi, 
He  hath  played  the  devyU  at  Coventry ."j 

The  Coventry  Mysteries  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  antiquary,  Dugdale,  at  an  early  period,  and  he  has 
given  us  the  following  curious  and  important  account  of 
them : — 

"  Before  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries,  this  city 
was  very  famous  for  the  pageants  that  were  play'd 
therein,  upon  Corpus-Christi  day;  which  occasioning 
very  great  confluence  of  people  thither  from  far  and 

*  CoUected  from  the  records  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Sharp  has 
also  printed  a  Coventry  play  of  a  later  date,  which  does  not  con- 
tain the  dialectical  peculiarity  mentioned  above. 

t  LAneham's  Letter,  12mo.  Lond.  1575,  p.  32. 

I  Playe  called  the  foure  P  P.  sig.  d.  ii.  Sharp  has  given  us 
many  particulars  relative  to  this  character.  See  also  Collier's  Hist. 
Dram.  Poet.  vol.  ii.  p.  262-266. 
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COVENTRY  MYSTERIES. 


Pritaus  vexiUator. 

Now  gracyous  God,  groundyd  of  alle  goodnesse. 

As  thi  grete  glorie  nevyr  begynnyng  had. 
So  thou  socour  and  save  alle  tho  that  sytt  and  sese, 

And  lystenyth  to  oure  talkyng  with  sylens  stylle  and  sad^ 
ffor  we  purpose  us  pertly  stylle  in  this  prese. 

The  pepyl  to  plese  with  pleys  ful  glad. 
Now  lystenyth  us,  lovely,  bothe  more  and  lesse, 

Oentyllys  and  3emanry  of  goodly  ly£F  lad. 
This  tyde, 
We  xal  30U  shewe,  as  that  we  kan, 
How  that  this  werd  ffyrst  began. 
And  how  God  made  bothe  molde  and  man, 
Iff  that  30  wyl  abyde. 

Secundtn  vexiUator. 

In  the  fiyrst  pagent,  we  thenke  to  play 
How  God  dede  make,  thorowe  his  owyn  myth, 

Hevyn  so  dere  upon  the  fyrst  day, 
And  therin  he  sett  angelle  fful  bryth. 
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Than  angelle  with  songe,  this  is  no  nay, 

Xal  worchep  God,  as  it  is  ryth ; 
But  Lucyfer,  that  angelle  so  gay, 
In  suche  pompe  than  is  he  pyth. 

And  set  in  so  grete  pride, 
That  Goddys  sete  he  gynnyth  to  take, 
Hese  lordys  pere  hymself  to  make. 
But  than  he  £Fallyth  a  ffend  ful  blake, 

ffrom  hevyn  in  helle  to  a  [bide.] 

Teriius  vexillator. 

In  the  secunde  pagent  by  Godys  myth, 

We  thenke  to  shewe  and  pley,  be-dene, 
In  the  other  sex  days,  by  opyn  syth. 

What  thenge  was  wrought  ther  xal  be  sene ; 
How  best  was  made  and  foule  of  flyth, 

And  last  was  man  made,  as  I  wene ; 
Of  mannys  o  ryb,  as  I  30W  plyth. 

Was  woman  wrougth  mannys  make  to  bene. 
And  put  in  paradyse. 
Ther  were  floures  bothe  blew  and  blake. 
Of  alle  frutes  thei  myth  ther  take, 
Sa£F  frute  of  cunnyng  thei  xulde  forsake. 
And  towche  it  in  no  wyse. 

The  serpent  toke  Eve  an  appyl  to  byte. 

And  Eve  toke  Adam  a  mursel  of  the  same. 
Whan  thei  had  do  thus  a}  ens  the  rewle  of  ryte. 

Than  was  oure  Lord  wrothe  and  grevyd  al  with  grame. 
Oure  Lord  gan  appose  them  of  ther  grete  delyte, 

Bothe  to  askuse  hem  of  that  synful  blame. 
And  than  Almyghty  God,  £For  that  gret  dyspite, 

Assygned  hem  grevous  peyn,  as  3e  xal  se  in  game. 
In  dede, 
Seraphyn,  an  angelle  gay, 
With  brennjrag  swerd,  this  is  verray, 
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From  paradise  bete  hem  away, 
In  Bybyl  as  we  rede. 

Primus  vexillator. 

We  purpose  to  sbewe  in  the  thryd  pagent. 

The  story  of  Caym  and  of  hese  brother  Abel|e, 
Of  here  tythynges  now  be  we  bent 

In  this  pagent  the  trewthe  to  telle. 
How  the  tythyng  of  Abel  with  feyr  was  brent, 

And  accept  to  God,  yf  30  wyl  dwelle, 
We  purpose  to  shewe,  as  we  have  ment. 

And  huw  he  was  kyllyd  of  his  brother  so  felle ; 
And  than 
How  Caym  was  cursyd  in  al  degrd. 
Of  Godys  owyn  mowthe,  ther  xal  }e  se, 
Of  trewe  tythyng  this  may  wel  be, 

Exaw[m]ple  to  every  man. 

Secundus  vexilator. 

The  iii.**  pagent  is  now  jow  tolde ; 

The  ffourte  pagent  of  Noe  xal  be. 
How  God  was  wrothe  with  man  an  molde, 

Because  fro  synne  man  dede  not  fle. 
He  sent  to  Noe  an  angel  bolde, 

A  shyp  ifor  to  makyn  and  swymmen  on  the  se, 
Upon  the  water  bothe  wood  and  coolde. 

And  viij.  sowles  ther  savyd  xulde  be. 

And  j.  peyre  of  everiche  bestes  in  brynge. 
Whan  xl.**  days  the  flode  had  fflowe, 
Than  sente  Noe  out  a  crowe, 
And  after  hym  he  sent  a  dowe, 

That  brouth  ryth  good  tydyng. 

Teriius  vexiUator, 

Of  Abraham  is  the  fyfbe  pagent, 
And  of  Ysaac  his  sone  so  fre, 
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How  that  he  xulde  with  fere  be  brent, 
And  slayn  with  swerd,  as  36  xal  se. 

Abraham  toke  with  good  atent 

His  sone  Ysaac,  and  knelyd  on  kne, 

His  suerd  was  than  ful  redy  bent, 

And  thouth  his  chylde  ther  offered  xuld  be, 
Upon  an  hylle  ful  ryff. 

Than  God  toke  tent  to  his  good  wyl. 

And  sent  an  angel  ryth  sone  hym  tyl. 

And  bad  Abraham  a  shep  to  kyl, 

And  savyd  his  chyldys  lyff. 

Primus  veaiUator. 

The  sexte  pagent  is  of  Moyses, 

And  of  tweyn  tabelys  that  God  hym  took. 
In  the  whiche  were  wrete,  without  les, 

The  lawes  of  God  to  leme  and  lok. 
And  how  God  charged  hym  be  wordys  these, 

The  lawes  to  leme  al  of  that  book, 
Moyses  than  doth  nevyr  more  sese. 

But  prechyth  duly  both  3ere  and  woke, 
The  lawes  as  I  30W  telle. 
The  ten  comaundementes  alle  be-dene. 
In  oure  play  3e  xal  hem  sene, 
To  alle  tho  that  there  wyl  bene. 

If  that  3e  thenke  to  dueUe. 

Secundtis  vexiUator. 

Off  the  gentyl  Jesse  rote, 

The  sefnt  pagent  forsothe  xal  ben, 

Out  of  the  whiche  doth  sprynge  oure  bote. 
As  in  prophecye  we  redyn  and  sen ; 

Kyngys  and  prophetes  with  wordys  fful  sote, 
SchuUe  prophesye  al  of  a  qwene. 

The  whiche  xal  staunche  oure  stryff  and  moote. 
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And  wjnnjn  us  weltbe  withoutyn  wene^ 

In  hevyn  to  abyde. 
They  xal  prophecye  of  a  mayde, 

Alle  ffendys  of  here  xal  be  affrayde,    ^^ 

Here  sone  xal  save  us,  be  not  dismayde. 

With  hese  woundys  wyde. 

Tertius  vexillator. 

Of  the  grete  bushop  Abyacar, 

The  tende  pagent  xal  be  without  lesyng. 
The  whiche  comaundyth  men  to  be  war, 

And  brynge  here  douteres  to  dew  weddyng ; 
Alle  that  ben  xiiij.  3ere  and  more. 

To  maryage  he  byddyth  hem  bryng, 
Wherevyr  thei  be,  he  chargyth  sore, 

That  thei  not  ffayle  for  no  lettyng, 

The  lawe  byddyth  so  serteyn  than. 
Than  Joachym  and  Anne  so  niylde, 
Thei  brynge  forthe  Mary  that  blyssyd  chylde. 
But  she  wold  not  be  defylyde, 

With  spot  nor  wem  of  man. 

In  chastyt^  that  blysful  mayde 

Avowyd  there  here  lyff  to  lede. 
Than  is  the  busshop  sore  dysmayde, 

And  wonderyth  sore  al  of  this  dede ; 
He  knelyd  to  God,  as  it  is  sayde. 

And  prayth  than  for  help  and  rede. 
Than  seyth  an  angel,  *^  be  not  afrayde. 

Of  this  dowte  take  thou  no  drede, 

But  for  the  kynrede  of  Davyd  thou  sende ; 
Lete  hem  come  with  here  oflFryng, 
And  in  here  handys  white  3erdys  brynge, 
Loke  whose  3erde  doth  fRoure  and  sprynge. 

And  he  xal  wedde  that  maydeu  hende/' 
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Primus  veasiUalcr. 
In  the  x.^*  pagent,  sothe  to  say, 
A  masangere  £Forthe  is  sent; 
Davydis  kynrede  without  delay 

They  come  £Ful  sone  with  good  entent. 
Wlian  Joseph  offeryd  his  3erde  that  day, 

Anon  ryth  fiForth  in  present 
The  ded  styk  do  floure  fful  gay, 
And  than  Joseph  to  wedlok  went, 
Ryth  as  the  angel  bad. 
Than  he  plyth  to  his  wjrfF, 
In  chastyt^  to  ledyn  here  lyff, 
The  busshop  toke  here  iij.  maydenys  ryff, 
Som  comforte  there  she  had. 

Secundus  vexillator. 

In  the  xj.*«  pagent  goth  Gabryelle, 

And  doth  salute  oure  lady  ffre, 
Than  grett  with  chylde,  as  I  30W  telle, 

That  blyssyd  mayde,  forsothe  is  she. 
Tho  iij.  maydenys  that  with  here  dwelle, 

Here  gret  speche,  but  noon  thei  se, 
Than  they  suppose  that  sum  angelle, 

Goddys  masangere  that  it  xuld  be. 
And  thus 
The  Holy  Cost  in  here  is  lyth, 
And  Goddys  sone  in  here  is  pygth. 
The  aungelle  doth  telle  what  he  xal  hyght. 
And  namyth  the  chylde  Jhesus. 

Tertius  vexiUator. 

In  the  xij.  pagent,  as  I  30W  telle, 
Joseph  comyth  horn  fro  fer  countr^, 

Oure  ladyes  wombe  with  chylde  doth  swelle, 
And  than  Joseph  ful  hevy  is  he ; 
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He  doth  forsake  here  with  hert  ful  felle. 

Out  of  country  he  gynoyth  to  fle, 
He  nevyr  more  thenkyth  with  here  to  dwelle. 
And  than  oure  lady  ryth  sore  wepyth  she. 
An  angelle  seyd  hym  ryf, 
**  God  is  with  thi  wyff  sertayn, 
Therfore,  Joseph,  tume  horn  agayn." 
Than  is  Joseph  in  herte  ful  fayn. 

And  goth  ageyn  onto  his  wyff. 

Primus  veaillaiar. 

The  xiiij.^  pagent,  I  sey  30W  be*dene, 
Xal  be  of  Joseph  and  mylde  Mary, 

How  they  were  sclawndryd  with  trey  and  tene, 
And  to  here  purgacion  thei  must  hem  hy. 

Sectmdus  vewillator. 

In  the  XV.  pagent  shewe  we  xal, 

How  Joseph  went  withoute  varyauns, 

ffor  mydwyvys  to  helpe  oure  lady  at  alle. 
Of  childe  that  she  had  delyverauns. 

Tertius  vexillator. 

In  the  xvj.  pagent  Cryst  xal  be  born, 

Of  that  joy  aungelys  xul  synge, 
And  telle  the  shepherdys  in  that  morn 

The  blysseful  byrth  of  that  kyng. 
The  shepherdys  xal  come  hym  beflForn, 

With  reverens  and  with  worchepyng, 
ffor  he  xal  savyn  that  was  forlorn. 

And  graunt  us  lyff  evyr  more  lesiyng, 
I-wys. 
This  gle  in  grythe 
Is  mater  of  myrthe. 
Now  Crystys  byrthe, 

Bryng  us  to  his  blys ! 
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vexiUatar. 
The  xv.^  pegent  come  kynges  iij.. 

With  gold,  myrre,  and  ffrankynsens, 
Kyng  Herowdys  styward  hem  doth  se. 

And  bryngyth  alle  to  his  presens. 
The  Kynges  of  Coleyn  with  hert  ful  ffre, 
Tolde  kyng  Herownde  here  dylygens. 
That  thei  south  in  that  country 
A  kyng  of  kynges,  £From  fere  thens 
A  sterre  led  hem  the  way. 
The  chylde  is  3om)g  and  lyth  in  stalle. 
He  xal  be  kyng  of  kynges  alle, 
Beffore  hym  we  thynk  on  kne  to  £ESedle, 
And  worchep  hym  this  day. 

Secundus  vexillaior* 

In  the  xvj.  pagent  as  wroth  as  wynde 

Is  kyng  Herownde,  the  sothe  to  say, 
And  cruel  knytes  and  unkende 

To  sle  male  chylderyn  he  sendyth  that  day. 
But  Cryst  Jhesu  thei  may  not  fiynde. 

For  Joseph  hath  led  that  childe  away 
Unto  Egypth,  as  we  have  mende. 

As  angele  to  Joseph  dyd  byd  and  say 
In  hyjht. 
Tho  chylderyn  that  syt  in  here  moderes  lap. 
To  sowkyn  ful  swetly  here  moderes  pap, 
The  knythtes  do  sle  hem  evyn  at  a  swap, 
This  is  a  rewly  syth. 

Teriius  vexiUator. 

In  the  xvij.  pagent  the  knythtes,  be-dene, 
Shulle  brynge  dede  childeryn  befor  the  kyng ; 

Whan  kyng  Herownde  that  syth  hath  sene, 
fiul  glad  he  is  of  here  kyllyng. 
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Than  kyng  Herownde^  withowtyn  wene. 

Is  sett  to  mete  at  his  lykyng, 
In  his  most  pride  xal  come  gret  tene. 
As  3e  xal  se  at  oure  pleyng. 

His  sorwe  xal  awake ; 
Whan  he  is  sett  at  hese  most  pryde, 
Sodeyn  deth  xal  thrylle  his  syde. 
And  kylle  his  knyttes  that  with  hym  byde ; 
The  devyl  ther  soulys  xal  take. 

Primus  vexiUator. 

In  the  xviij.  pagent  we  must  purpose, 

To  shewe  whan  Cryst  was  xij.  3er  of  age. 
How  in  the  temple  he  dede  appose 

And  answerd  doctoris  ryth  wyse  and  sage. 
The  blyssyd  babe  withowte  glose, 

Overcam  olde  clerkes  with  suyche  langage, 
That  thei  meveylyd,  36  xal  suppose. 

How  that  he  cam  to  suche  knowlage. 
And  in  this  whyle, 
Thre  days  he  was  oute 
ffro  his  modyr,  without  doute, 
Wepyng  she  sowth  hym  rownde  aboute 
Jherusalem  many  a  myle. 

Secundus  vexiUator. 

In  the  xix.  pagent  xal  seynt  Jhon 

Baptyse  Cryst,  as  I  30W  say. 
In  the  watyr  of  flom  Jordone, 

With  which  devys,  as  we  best  may, 
The  Holy  Gost  xal  ovyr  hym  on. 

The  ffaderes  voys  xal  be  herd  that  day. 
Out  of  hevyn  that  blisful  trone. 

The  fadyr  xal  be  herd,  this  is  no  nay, 
And  forth  with  pleyn. 
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The  Holy  Gost  xal  be  hys  gyde 
Into  desert  therin  to  abyde, 
XI.**  days  a  terme  ful  wyde, 

And  xl.^  nyghtes  to  faste  serteyn. 

Tertius  vexiUaior. 

In  the  xx.^  pagent  alle  the  develys  of  helle. 

They  gadere  a  parlement,  as  30  xal  se, 
They  have  grete  doute  the  trewth  to  telle. 

Of  Cryst  Jhesu  whath  he  xulde  be. 
They  sende  Sathan,  that  ffynde  so  ffelle, 

Cryst  for  to  tempte  in  fele  degr^  : 
We  xal  30W  shewe,  if  36  wyl  dwelle. 

How  Cryst  was  temptyd  in  synnys  thre 
Of  the  deyvl  Sathane; 
And  how  Cryst  answeryd  onto  alle, 
And  meule  the  ffeode  awey  to  falle, 
As  we  best  may  this  shewe  we  xalle, 

Thorwe  grace  of  God  and  man. 

Primus  vewiUator. 

The  xxj."  pagent  of  a  woman  xal  be. 

The  whiche  was  take  in  eulultrye 
The  Pharysewys  fialsed  ther  3e  xal  se, 

Cryst  to  convycte  how  they  were  slye. 
They  conseyvyd  this  sotylt^, 

Yf  Cryst  this  woman  dede  dampne  trewly, 
Ageyn  his  prechyng  than  dede  he, 

Whiche  was  of  pet^  and  of  mercy ; 
And  yf  he  dede  here  save. 
Than  were  he  83  ens  Moyses  lawe, 
That  byddyth  with  stonys  she  xulde  be  slawe, 
Thus  they  thowth  undyr  ther  awe 

Cryst  Jhesu  ffor  to  have. 
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Secundum  vewillator. 

The  grettest  meracle  that  evyr  Jhesus 

In  erthe  wrouth  beforn  his  passyon, 
In  xxij."  pagent  we  purpose  us 

To  shewe  in  dede  the  declaracion. 
That  pagent  xal  be  of  Lazarus, 

In  whos  place  and  habytacion 
Cryst  was  logyd,  the  Gospel  seyth  thus. 

And  ofte  tymes  toke  ther  consolacion. 
But3yt 
Lazarus,  as  I  30W  say. 
Was  iiij.  days  ded  and  beryed  in  clay, 
flfrom  deth  to  lyve  the  iiij**.  day, 

Cryst  reysed  hym  fFrom  that  pyt. 

Tertius  vexillator. 

In  the  xxiij.**  pagent,  Palme  Sunday, 

In  pley  we  purpose  flFor  to  shewe. 
How  chylderyn  of  Ebrew  with  ffloures  ful  gay. 

The  wey  that  Cryst  went  thei  gun  to  strewe. 

Primus  vewiUator. 

In  the  xxiiij.**  pagent,  as  that  we  may, 
Cryst  and  his  apostelys  alle  on  rewe. 
The  mawnde  of  God  ther  xal  they  play, 
And  sone  declare  it  with  wordys  ffewe. 
And  than 
Judas  that  fals  traytour, 
ffor  XXX."  platys  of  werdly  tresour, 
Xal  betray  oure  Savyour 

To  the  Jewys  certan. 

Secundus  vexiUaior. 

flFor  grevous  peyn,  this  is  no  les, 
In  the  XXV.**  pagent,  Cryst  xal  pray 
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To  the  fadyr  of  hevyn  that  peyn  for  to  ses. 

His  shamful  deth  to  put  away. 
Judas  that  traytour,  befor  gret  pres, 

Xal  kys  his  mouthe  and  hym  betray, 
Alle  his  dyscyples  than  do  dyscres. 

And  forsake  Cryst,  the  sothe  to  say, 
ffor  doute  thei  do  hem  hede. 
Hese  dysc3rplys  alle  everychone 
Do  renne  awey  and  leve  hym  alone. 
They  lete  hym  stondyn  amonge  his  ffon, 
And  ronne  away  ffor  drede. 

Tertius  vexiUator. 

Than  in  the  xxvj.**  pagent, 

To  Cayphas  Cryst  xal  be  brouth, 
Tho  Jewys  fful  redy  ther  xul  be  bent, 

Cryst  to  acuse  with  worde  and  thouth. 
Seynt  Petyr  doth  folwe  with  good  intent, 

To  se  with  Cryst  what  xuld  be  wrouth ; 
ffor  Crystes  dyscyple  whan  he  is  hent, 

Thryes  he  doth  swere  he  knew  hym  nowth,- 
A  kok  xal  crowe  and  crye ; 
Than  doth  Petyr  gret  sorwe  make, 
ffor  he  his  lord  thus  dede  forsake. 
But  God  to  grace  hym  sone  doth  take. 
Whan  he  doth  aske  mercye. 

Primus  vexillaior. 

In  the  xxvij.  pagent,  sere  Pylat 

Is  sett  in  sete  as  hy  justyce ; 
Whan  he  is  set  in  his  astat, 

Thre  thevys  be  brout  of  synful  gyse. 
And  Cryst  that  lovyd  nevyr  stryff  nor  bat, 

But  trewthe  and  goodnesse  on  every  wyse^ 
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As  for  a  thef  with  ryth  gret  hat, 

Is  browth  to  stondyn  at  tliat  same  syse. 
And  than,  as  I  30W  say, 
The  wyff  of  Pylat  goth  to  rest, 
Giveryd  with  clothis  al  of  the  best. 
Than  ffor  to  slepe  she  is  ful  prest, 

Alle  this  we  thenke  to  play. 

Secundus  vexiUator. 

In  the  xxviij.  pagent  xal  Judas, 

That  was  to  Cryst  a  ffals  traytour, 
With  wepjmg  sore  evyr  crye,  alas. 

That  evyr  he  solde  oure  Savyour. 
He  xal  be  sory  ffor  his  trespas, 

And  br3mge  a3en  alle  his  tresour, 
Alle  XXX.  pens  to  sere  Ca}rphas, 

He  xal  them  br3mge  with  gret  dolowre, 

ffor  the  whiche  Cryst  weis  bowth. 
ffor  g/et  whanhope,  as  3e  xal  se. 
He  hangyth  h3rmself  upon  a  tre, 
ffor  he  noth  trostyth  in  Godys  pet^. 

To  helle  his  sowle  is  browth. 

Tertiua  vexiUator. 

In  the  xxix.  pagent,  to  Pylatus  wyff 

In  slepe  aperyth  the  devyl  of  helle, 
ffor  to  savyn  Crystes  lyff. 

The  devyl  here  temptyth,  as  1 30W  telle. 
Sche  sendyth  to  Pylat  anon  ful  ryff, 

And  prayth  that  Cryst  he  xuld  not  qwelle  ; 
Than  Pylat  is  besy  and  ryth  blyff, 

Cryst  for  to  savyn  he  3evyth  couucelle, 
ffor  he  dede  nevyr  trespas. 
The  Jewys  do  crye  fast  ffor  to  kylle, 
The  rythful  man  thei  aske  to  spylle. 
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A  Uief  tliei  tatre  with  hertj  wylky 
That  caUyd  is  Barrabas. 

In  the  XXX.  pagent  thei  bete  oat  Crystes  blood. 

And  nayle  hym  al  nakyd  upon  a  rode  tie, 
Betwen  ij.  thevys,  i-wys  they  were  to  wood^ 

They  hyng  Cryst  Jhesu,  gret  shame  it  is  to  se. 
Vij.  wurdys  Cryst  spekyth  hangyng  npon  the  rode. 

The  weche  ^e  xal  here  alle  tho  that  wyl  ther  be. 
Than  doth  he  dye  ffor  oure  allether  good ; 

His  modyr  doth  se  that  syth,  gret  momyng  makyth  she, 
ffor  sorwe  she  gynnyth  to  swowne. 
Seynt  John  evyn  ther  as  I  30W  plythe, 
Doth  chere  oure  lady  with  al  his  mythe. 
And  to  the  temple  anon  forth  rythe, 

He  ledyth  here  in  that  stownde. 

Secundus  vexillator. 

We  purpose  to  shewe  in  oure  pleyn  place, 

In  the  xxxj.*'  pagent,  thorwe  Godys  mythe. 
How  to  Crystes  herte  a  spere  gan  pace. 

And  rent  oure  lordys  bryst  in  ruly  plyth. 
ffor  Lfongeus  that  olde  knyth,  blynd  as  he  was, 

A  ryth  sharpe  spere  to  Crystes  herte  xal  pythe, 
Tlio  blod  of  his  wounde  to  his  oyn  xal  tras. 

And  thorwe  gret  meracle  ther  hath  he  syth. 
Than  in  that  mom, 
Crystes  soule  goth  downe  to  helle. 
And  ther  ovyrcomyth  the  fend  so  felle, 
Comfortytli  the  soulys  that  therin  dwelle. 
And  savyth  that  was  fforlorn. 

Tertiua  vexUlator. 

Joseph  and  Nycodemus  to  Cryst  trew  servaunt 

'  Jtzzjj.  |»ge[nt]  the  body  tV\e\  aske  \a  Vv^\^. 
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Pylat  ful  redyly  the  body  doth  hem  graunt, 
Than  thei  with  reverens  do  put  it  in  grave. 

The  Jewys  more  wyckyd  than  ony  geawunt, 
flFor  Crystes  ded  body  kepers  do  thei  crave, 

Pylat  sendyth  iiij.  knytes  that  be  ryth  hardaunt, 
To  keep  the  blody  body  in  his  dede  conclave. 
And  3it  be  his  owyn  myth, 

The  body  that  was  hevy  as  led. 

Be  the  Jewys  nevyr  so  qwed, 

Aryseth  from  grave  that  ther  lay  ded. 

And  ffrayth  than  every  knyth. 

» 

Primus  vexiUator. 

In  the  xxiij.  pagent  the  soule  of  Cryst  Jhesu 

Xal  brynge  alle  his  ffrendys  ffrom  helle  to  paradyse, 
The  soule  goth  than  to  the  grave,  and  be  ryth  gret  vertu 

That  body  that  longe  ded  hath  loyn  to  lyf  a)en  doth  ryse. 
Than  doth  Cryst  Jhesu  onto  his  modyr  sew, 

And  comfortyth  alle  here  care  in  temple  ther  she  lyse. 
With  suche  cher  and  comforth  his  modyr  he  doth  indew, 

That  joy  it  is  to  here  ther  speche  for  to  devyse. 
And  than 
Oure  lady  of  hefne  so  cler. 
In  herte  sche  hath  ryth  glad  chere, 
Whan  here  sone  thus  doth  apere, 
Here  care  awey  is  tan. 

Secundus  vexillator. 

In  the  xxxiiij.  ptigent  xal  Maryes  thre 
Seke  Cryst  Jhesu  in  his  grave  so  coolde ; 

An  aungel  hem  tellyth  that  aresyn  is  he ; 
And  whan  that  this  tale  to  them  is  tolde, 

To  Crystes  dyscypHs  with  wurdys  fful  fre. 
They  telle  these  tydynges  with  brest  ful  bolde. 

Than  Petyr  and  John^  as  3e  xal  se, 
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Down  rennyn  in  hast  over  lond  and  wolde. 
The  trewth  of  this  to  have. 

Whan  thei  ther  comyn,  as  I  30W  say, 

He  is  gon  ffrom  undyr  clay, 

Than  thei  wytnesse  anoon  that  day, 
He  lyth  not  in  his  grave. 

Teriius  vexiUator. 

Onto  Mary  Mawdelyn  as  we  have  bent, 

Cryst  Jhesu  xal  than  apere. 
In  the  XXXV."  pagent. 

And  she  wenyth  he  be  a  gardenere. 
Mary,  be  name  verament, 

Whan  Cryst  here  callyth  with  speche  ful  clere. 
She  fallyth  to  ground  with  good  entent. 

To  kys  his  fete  with  gladsom  chere. 

But  Cryst  byddyth  here  do  way. 
He  byddyth  his  feet  that  sche  not  kys, 
Tyl  he  have  styed  to  hefne  blys, 
To  Crystes  dyscyplys  Mary  i-wys 

Than  goth  the  trewthe  to  say. 

Primus  vexiUator. 

In  the  xxxvj."  pagent  xal  Cleophas 

And  Sent  Luke  to  a  castel  go, 
Of  Crystes  deth  as  thei  fforth  pas 

They  make  gret  momyng  and  be  ful  wo. 
Than  Cryst  them  ovyrtok,  as  his  wyl  was. 

And  walkyd  in  felachep  fforth  with  hem  too. 
To  them  he  doth  expowne  bothe  more  and  las 

Alle  that  prophetes  spake  ad  of  hymself  also ; 
That  nyth  in  fay. 
Whan  thei  be  set  within  the  castelle, 
In  brekyng  of  bred  thei  know  Cryst  welle. 
Than  sodeynly,  as  I  30W  telle, 

Cryste  is  gon  his  way. 
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Seetmdu»  veseiUaior. 

In  the  xxxvij.  pagent  than  purpos  we^ 

To  Thomas  of  Ynde  Cryst  xal  apere, 
And  Thomas  evyn  ther^  as  36  xal  se, 

Xal  put  his  hands  in  his  woundes  dere. 

Tertiue  veaiUator. 

In  the  xxxviij.**  pagent  up  stye  xal  he 

Into  he&e  that  is  so  clere, 
Alle  hese  apostele  there  xol  be. 
And  woundere  sore  and  have  gret  dwere. 
Of  that  fferly  syth. 
Ther  xal  come  aungelle  tweyne. 
And  comfforte  hem,  this  is  certeyne, 
And  tellyn  that  he  xal  comyn  ageyue, 
Ev«i  by  his  owyn  myth. 

Primua  vexillator. 

Than  ffolwyth  next  sekyrly. 

Of  Wyttsunday  that  solempne  ffest, 
Whyche  pagent  xal  be  ix.  and  thretty, 

To  the  apostelys  to  apere  be  Crystes  best ; 
In  Hierusalem  were  gaderyd  xij.  opynly, 

To  the  Cenacle  comyng  flFrom  West  to  Est, 
The  Holy  Cost  apperyd  fful  vervently, 

With  brennyng  flfere  thyrlyng  here  brest, 
Procedyng  from  hevyn  trone. 
Alle  maner  langage  hem  spak  with  lung, 
Latyn,  Grek^  and  Ebrew  amonge. 
And  afiler  thei  departyd  and  taryed  not  long, 
Here  deth  to  take  ful  sone. 

Secundus  vexiUator. 

The  xl.**  pagent  xal  be  the  last. 

And  domysday  that  pagent  xal  hyth, 
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Who  86  that  pogent  may  be  agast 
To  grevyn  his  lord  God  eyther  day  or  nyth ; 

The  erthe  xal  qwake,  bothe  breke  and  brast, 
Beryelys  and  gravys  xul  ope  ful  tyth, 

Ded  men  xul  rysyn  and  that  therin  hast, 
And  fiast  to  here  ansuere  thei  xul  hem  dyth, 
Beffore  Godys  fface. 

But  prente  wyl  this  in  30ur  mende. 

Who  so  to  God  hath  be  unkende, 

ffrenchep  ther  xal  he  non  ffynde, 

Ne  ther  get  he  no  grace. 

Tertius  vexiUator. 

Now  have  we  told  30W  alle  be-dene 

The  hool  mater  that  we  thynke  to  play ; 
Whan  that  39  come,  ther  xal  36  sene 

This  game  wel  pleyd  in  good  aray. 
Of  holy  wrytte  this  game  xal  bene, 

And  of  no  fablys  be  no  way. 
Now  God  them  save  from  trey  and  tene, 

ffor  us  that  prayth  upon  that  day, 

And  qwyte  them  wel  ther  mede« 
A  Sunday  next,  yf  that  we  may. 
At  vj.  of  the  belle  we  gynne  oure  play. 
In  N.  towne,  wherfore  we  pray. 

That  God  now  be  joure  sped^.    Amen. 


T.  THE  CREATION. 


DeM;  E!go^  sum  alpha  et  a,  principium  et  finis. 

My  name  is  knowyn,  God  and  kynge, 

My  werk  for  to  make  now  wyl  I  wende. 
In  myself  restyth  my  reynenge, 

It  hath  no  gynnyng  ne  non  ende ; 
And  alle  that  evyr  xal  have  beynge, 

It  is  cl)6yd  in  my  mende, 
Whan  it  is  made  at  my  lykynge, 

I  may  it  save,  I  may  it  shende. 
After  my  plesawns. 
So  gret  of  myth  is  my  poust^ 
Alle  thyng  xal  be  wrowth  be  me, 
I  am  oo  God  in  perBonys  thre, 

Knyt  in  oo  substawns. 

I  am  the  tiewe  trenyt^, 

Here  walkyng  in  this  wone ; 
Thre  personys  myself  I  se, 

Lokyn  in  ma  God  alone. 
I  am  the  ffadyr  df  powst£. 

My  Sone  with  me  gynnyth  gon, 
My  Gost  is  grace  in  magest^, 

Weldyth  welthe  up  in  hevyn  tron. 

O  God  thxe  I  calle, 

I  a  £Buiyr  of  Tnyth, 

My  sone  kepyth  ryth, 

My  gost  hath  lyth, 

And  srace  with  alle. 

^  c2 
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Myself  begynnyng  nevyr  dyd  take. 

And  endeles  I  am  thorw  myn  own  myth. 
Now  wole  I  begynne  my  werke  to  make,^ 

fiyrst  I  make  hevyn  with  sterrys  of  lyth 
In  myrth  and  joy  evermore  to  wake. 

In  hevyn  I  bylde  angelle  fful  bryth, 
My  servauntes  to  be,  and  for  my  sake. 

With  merth  and  melody  worchepe  my  mydi ; 
I  belde  them  in  my  blysse. 
Amigelle  in  hevyn  evyrmore  xal  be, 
In  lythful  clere  bryth  as  ble, 
With  myrthe  and  song  to  worchip  me, 
Of  joys  thei  may  not  mys. 

Hie  canterU  angeli  in  ccbIo.  *^  Tibi  omnes  angeli,  tibi 
coeli  et  universal  potestates,  'Hbi  cherubyn  et  seraphyn 
incessabili  voce  proclamant, — Sanctus  1  Sanctus  1  Sane* 
tus !  Dominus  Deus  Sabaoth.^ 

Lucifer.  To  whos  wurchipe  synge  ^e  this  songe. 

To  wurchip  God  or  reverens  me  ? 
But  36  me  wurchipe  3e  do  me  wronge, 

ffor  I  am  the  wurthyest  that  evyr  may  be. 
Afiffeli  boni.  We  wurchipe  God  of  myth  most  strmge, 

Whiche  hath  fformyd  bothe  us  and  the. 
We  may  nevyr  wurchjrp  hym  to  longe, 

ffor  he  is  most  worthy  of  magestd. 
On  knes  to  God  we  fiisLlle. 
Oure  lorde  God  wurchyp  we, 
And  in  no  wyse  honowre  we  the, 
A  gretter  lord  may  nevyr  non  be. 

Than  he  that  made  us  alle. 

Ltunfer.  A  worthyer  lorde  forsothe  am  I, 

And  worthyer  than  he  evyr  wyl  I  be. 
In  evydens  that  I  am  more  wurthy, 

I  wyl  go  syttyn  in  Goddes  se. 
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Above  sunne  and  mone  and  sterres  on  sky       Lf-^    f 

I  am  now  set,  as  30  may  se  ;  / 

Now  wurchyp  me  ffor  most  mythty. 
And  for  3oar  lord  honowre  now  me, 
Syttyng  in  my  sete. 
AngeU  wutK.  Goddys  myth  we  forsake. 
And  for  more  wurthy  we  the  take, 
The  to  wurchep  honowre  we  make. 

And  ffiiUe  down  at  thi  iFete.  I 

Deui.  Thu  Lncyfere  ffbr  thi  mekyl  pryde, 

I  bydde  the  fiaUe  firom  hefne  to  helle ; 
And  alle  tho  that  holdyn  on  thi  syde. 

In  my  blysse  nevyr  more  to  dwelle. 
At  my  comawndement  anoon  down  thou  slyde, 

With  nierthe  and  joye  nevyr  more  to  melle, 
In  myschyf  and  manas  evyr  xalt  thou  abyde, 

In  byttyr  brennyng  and  fyer  so  felle, 
In  peyn  evyr  to  be  pyht. 
hacyfer.  At  thy  byddyng  thi  wyl  I  werke, 
And  pas  fro  joy  to  peyne  sroerte. 
Now  I  am  a  devyl  ful  derke, 

That  was  an  aungelle  bryht. 

Now  to  helle  the  wey  I  take, 

In  endeles  peyn  ther  to  be  pyht. 
ffor  fere  of  fyre  a  fart  I  crake. 

In  helle  doonjoone  myn  dene  is  dyth.  ] 
Deus.  Now  hevyn  is  made  ffor  aungelle  sake. 

The  fyrst  day  and  the  fyrst  nyth  ; 
The  secunde  day  watyr  I  make. 

The  walkyn  also  ful  fiiyr  and  bryth. 

The  iij.**  day  I  parte  watyr  from  erthe, 
Tre  and  every  growyng  thyng, 
Bothe  erbe  and  floure  of  suete  smellyng. 
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The  iij.'*  day  is  made  be  my  werkyng. 

Now  make  I  the  day  thatxal  be  the  fferthe. 

Smme  and  mone  and  sterrys  also. 

The  forthe  day  I  make  in  same  $ 
The  v.^  day  werme  and  fiysche  that  swymoie  aad  go, 

Byrdys  and  bestes,  botbe  wylde  and  tame ; 
The  sexte  day  my  werk  I  do» 

And  make  the  man  Adam  be  name. 
In  ertheleche  paradys  withowtyn  wo, 

I  gramit  the  bydyng,  lasse  thou  do  blame : 

fflesche  of  thi  fflesche,  and  bon  of  thi  bone, 

Adam  here  is  thi  wyf  and  make, 
Both  %8chd  €^  foulys  that  swymmyn  and  gone. 

To  eyeryche  of  hem  a  name  thou  take ; 
Both  tre  and  frute  and  bestys  echone. 

Red  and  qwyte,  bothe  blew  and  blake. 
Thou  3eve  hem  name  be  thiself  alone, 

Erbys  and  gresse  both  beetes  and  brake ; 
Thi  wy£F  thou  3eve  name  also. 
Lok  that  3e  not  ses, 
30wreffru  te  to  encres, 
That  ther  may  be  pres 

Me  worchipe  for  to  do. 

Now  come  fforthe  Adam  to  paradys, 

Ther  xalt  thou  have  alle  manor  thynge, 
Bothe  flesche  and  ffysche  and  frute  of  prys, 

Alle  xal  be  buxum  at  thi  byddyng. 
Here  is  pepyr,  pyan,  and  swete  lycoxys. 

Take  hem  alle  at  thi  lykyng, 
Bothe  appel  and  pere  and  gentyl  rys. 

But  towche  nowth  this  tre  that  is  of  cunnyng, 

Alle  thynge  saff  this  ffor  the  is  wrought ; 
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Here  is  alle  thinge  that  the  xulde  plese, 
Alle  redy  made  onto  thin  ese, 
Ete  not  this  firute  ne  me  dysplese, 

ffor  than  thou  deyst^  thou  skapyst  nowth. 

Now  have  I  made  alle  thynge  of  nowth^ 

Hevyn  and  erthe,  IbuUe  and  best : — 
To  alle  thynge  that  myn  hand  hath  wrowth, 

I  graunt  myn  blyssyng  that  evyr  xal  lest ; 
My  wey  to  hefiie  is  redy  ibwth. 

Of  werkyng  I  wole  the  Tij."  day  rest. 
And  alle  my  creatures  that  be  abowth, 

My  blyssyng  30  have  both  est  and  west. 

Of  werkyng  ^tte  vij.*^  day  jq  sees ; 
And  alle  tho  that  sees  of  laboryng  here. 
The  vij".  day  withowtyn  dwere, 
And  wurchyp  me  in  good  manere,  1 

Thei  xal  in  hefne  have  endles  pe6.\ 


Adam  go  forthe  and  be  prynce  in  place, 
ffor  to  he&e  I  sped  my  way ; 

Thi  wyttys  wel  loke  thou  chase. 
And  gosHy  goveme  the,  as  I  say. 
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Adam.  Holy  ffadyr  blyssyd  thou  be, 

ffor  I  may  walke  in  welthe  anow^ 
I  ffynde  datys  gret  plenty, 

And  many  ffele  frutes  fill  every  bow  ; 
Alle  this  wele  is  3evyn  to  me, 

And  to  my  wyf  that  on  me  lowh, 
I  have  no  nede  to  towche  3on  tre, 

A5en8  my  lordys  wyl  to  werke  now  ; 
I  am  a  good  gardenere ; 
Every  frute  of  ryche  name, 
I  may  gaderyn  with  gle  and  game. 
To  breke  that  bond  I  were  to  blame 

That  my  lord  bad  me  kepyn  here. 

Eva.  We  may  bothe  be  blythe  and  glad, 

Oure  lordys  comaundement  to  fulfylle, 
With  ffele  frutys  be  we  flayr  flad, 

Woundyr  dowcet  and  nevyr  on  ille. 
Every  tre  with  frute  is  sprad, 

Of  them  to  take  as  plesyth  us  tylle, 
Oure  wytte  were  rakyl  and  ovyr  don  bad, 

To  flbrfete  ageyns  oure  lordys  wylle 
In  ony  wyse. 
In  this  gardeyn  I  wyl  go  se, 
Alle  the  ffloures  of  fayr  bewtd. 
And  tastyn  the  frutes  of  gret  plen^. 
That  be  in  paradyse. 
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Serpens,  Heyl  flkyr  wjrff  and  comely  dame  ! 

This  ffrute  to  ete  I  tlie  cownselle. 
Take  this  appyl  and  ete  this  ssame, 

This  ffrute  is  best  as  I  the  telle. 
Eva.  That  appyl  to  ete  I  were  to  blame^ 

ffrom  joy  oure  lorde  wolde  us  expelle^ 
We  xuld  dye  and  be  put  out  with  schame, 

In  joye  of  paradyse  nevyr  more  to  duelle. 
God  bymself  thus  sayde,  \ 
What  day  of  that  frute  we  ete, 
With  these  wurdys  God  dyd  us  threte^"^  ^ 
That  we  xuld  dye  our  \yS  to  lete,         (    / 
Therfibre  I  am  affrayde.    / 

Serpens.  Of  this  appyl  yf  je  wyl  by tei 

Evyn  as  God  is,  so  xal  30  be,  f     - 

Wys  of  connyng  as  I  30W  plyte,  ^ 

Lyke  onto  God  in  al  degr^. 
Sunne  and  mone  and  sterrys  bryth, 

ffysche  and  foule,  bothe  sond  and  se^ 
At  30ur  byddyng  bothe  day  and  nyth, 

Alle  thynge  xal  be  in  30wre  powst^  y 
3e  xal  be  Goddys  pere. 
Take  this  appyl  in  thin  bond, 
And  to  byte  therof  thou  ffond, 
Take  another  to  thin  husbond, 

Thereof  have  thou  no  dwere. 

Eva.  So  wys  as  God  is  in*  his  gret  mayn, 
And  ffelaw  in  kunnyng  fiayn  wold  I  be. 

Serpens.  Ete  this  appyl,  and  in  certeyn 
That  I  am  trewe,  sone  xalt  thou  se. 

Eva.  To  myn  husbond  with  herte  fful  fajme. 
This  appyi^  I  here,  as  thou  byddyst  me. 
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This  firute  to  ete  I  xal  asayn. 
So  wys  as  Grod  is  yf  we  may  be. 

And  Goddys  pere  of  myth. 
To  myn  husbond  I  walke  my  way,    . 
And  of  this  appyl  I  xal  asay, 
To  make  hym  to  ete»  yf  that  I  may. 

And  of  this  ffrewte  to  byth. 

Hie  Eva  reveniet  Adcs  viro  mo  et  dicei  ei. 

My  semely  spowse  and  good  husbond, 
Lystenyth  to  me,  sere,  I  30W  pray, 
Take  this  fiayr  appyl  alle  in  30ur  bond, 

Therof  a  mursel  byte  and  asay. 
To  ete  this  appyl,  loke  that  3e  fonde, 
Goddys  ffelaw  to  be  alway, 
1  Alle  his  wysdam  to  imdyrstonde, 
j     And  Goddys  pere  to  be  ffor  ay, 

Alle  thyng  for  to  make, — 
Bothe  ffjrsche  and  foule,  se  and  sond, 
Byrd  and  best,  watyr  and  lond ; 
This  appyl  thou  take  out  of  myn  bond, 
A  bete  therof  thou  take. 

Adam,  I  dare  not  towche  thin  hand  ffor  dred 

Of  oure  lord  God  omnjrpotent. 
If  I  xuld  werke  after  thi  reed, 

Of  God  oure  makere  I  xuld  be  shent. 
If  that  we  do  this  synful  dede, 

We  xal  be  ded  by  Goddys  jugement. 
Out  of  thin  hand  with  hasty  spede. 

Cast  out  that  appyl  anon  present, 
ffor  fer  of  Goddys  threte. 
Eva.  Of  this  appyl  yf  thou  wylt  byte. 
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Goddys  pere  thou  xalt  be  pyht. 
So  wya  of  kuanyng,  I  the  plyht, 

This  frute  yf  thou  wylt  ete. 

Adam.  If  we  it  ete  oureself  we  kylle, 

As  God  ufi  told  we  xuld  be  ded  ; 
To  ete  that  frute  and  my  lyf  to  spylle, 

I  dar  not  do  aflyr  thi  reed. 
Eva.  A  £byr  aungelle  fbue  seyd  me  tylle, 

'<  To  ete  that  appyl  take  nevyr  no  dred. 
So  kunnyng  as  God  in  hevyn  hille. 

Thou  xalt  sone  be  withinne  a  sted, 

Therfore  this  frute  thou  ete/' 
Adam.  OS  Goddys  wysdiun  for  to  lere^  / 
And  in  kunnyng  to  be  his  pere,  \  A"^^ 

Of  thyn  hand  I  take  it  here,  V 

And  xal  sone  tast  this  mete. '     . 

Adam  dicei  sic. 
Alas  !  alas  I  ffor  this  fals  dede, 

My  flesly  frend  my  fo  I  fynde, 
Schameful  synne  doth  us  unhede, 

I  se  us  nakyd  before  and  behynde. 
Oure  lordes  wurd  wold  we  not  drede, 

Therfore  we  be  now  caytyvys  unkynde, 
Oure  pore  prevyt^  ffor  to  hede, 

Summe  ilygge-levys  fayn  wolde  I  fynde^ 
ffor  to  hyde  oure  schame. 
Womman,  ley  this  leff  on  thi  prjrvyt^, 
And  with  this  leff  I  xal  hyde  me, 
Gret  schame  it  is  us  nakyd  to  se, 

Oure  lord  God  thus  to  grame. 

Eva.  Alas  1  that  evyr  that  speche  was  spokyn. 
That  the  feds  aungel  seyd  onto  me, 
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Alas  !  oure  makers  byddyng  is  brokyn, 

ffor  I  have  towchyd  his  owyn  dere  tre. 
Oure  fflescly  eyn  byn  al  unlokyn, 
Nakyd  for  synne  ouresylf  we  se, 
^  I  Tiiat  sory  appyl  that  we  han  sokyn, 

)     To  dethe  hathe  brouth  my  spouse  and  me, 

Ryth  grevous  is  oure  synne. 
Of  mekyl  shame  now  do  we  knowe, 
Alas !  that  evyr  this  appyl  was  growe. 
To  dredful  deth  now  be  we  throwe. 

In  peyne  us  evyr  to  pynne. 

Deu8.  Adam,  that  with  myn  handys  I  made, 
Where  art  thou  now  ?  what  hast  thou  wrought  ? 

Adam.  A 1  lord,  for  synne  oure  floures  do  ffade, 
I  here  thi  voys,  but  I  se  the  nought. 

Deus.  Adam,  why  hast  thou  synnyd  so  sone, 

Thus  hastyly  to  breke  my  bone, 

And  I  made  the  mayster,  undyr  mone, 
Trewly  of  every  tre. 

0  tre  I  kept  for  my  owe, 
Lyff  and  deth  therin  I  knowe, 

Thi  synne  fro  lyf  now  the  hath  throwe, 

ffrom  deth  thou  mayst  not  fle. 

Adam.  Lord  I  have  wrought  a3ens  thi  wylle, 

1  sparyd  nat  mysylf  to  spylle. 

The  woman  that  thou  toke  me  tylle, 

Sche  brougth  me  therto. 
It  was  here  counselle  and  here  reed, 
Sche  bad  me  do  the  same  deed, 
I  walke  as  werme  withowtyn  wede, 

A  wey  is  sohrowde  and  sho. 

Deus.  Womman  that  arte  this  mannys  wyffe, 
Why  hast  thou  steryd  30ur  bothers  stryffe  ? 
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Now  56  be  thorn  30ur  ffiiyr  IjSe, 

And  are  demyd  for  to  deye. 
3  I  Unwys  womman,  sey  me  why. 
That  thou  hast  don  this  fowle  foly, 
And  I  made  the  a  gret  lady, 

In  paradys  for  to  pleye? 

Eva.  Lord  1  whan  ihou  wentyst  from  this  place, 
A  werm  with  an  aungelys  face. 
He  hytii  us  to  be  fill  of  grace. 

The  frute  yf  that  we  ete. 
I  dyd  his  byddyng,  alas !  alas ! 
Now  we  be  bowndyn  in  dethis  las, 
I  suppose  it  was  Sathanas, 

To  peyne  he  gan  us  pete. 

Dens.  Thou  werm  with  thi  wylys  wyk, 
Thi  fals  fablis  thai  be  ful  thyk. 
Why  hast  thou  put  dethis  pryk 

In  Adam  and  hU  wyff  ? 
Tliow  thei  bothyn  my  byddyng  have  brokyn, 
Out  of  whoo  3et  art  not  wrokyn. 
In  helle  logge  thou  xalt  be  loky[n], 

And  nevyr  mo  lacche  lyflF. 

Diabobu.  I  xal  the  sey  whereffore  and  why 
I  ded  hem  alle  this  velony, 
\  ffor  I  am  fill  of  gret  envy, 

Of  wrethe  and  wyckyd  hate. 
That  man  xulde  leve  above  the  sky, 
Where  as  sumtyme  dwellyd  I, 
And  now  I  am  cast  to  helle  sty, 

Streyte  out  at  hevyn  gate. 

Deus.  Adam !  ffor  thou  that  appyl  boot, 
A3ens  my  byddyng,  welle  I  woot, 
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Go  teyl  tbi  mete  with  sWynk  and  swooty 

Into  thi  lyvji  ^ide. 
Goo  nakyd,  ungry^  and  bare  ffoot, 
Ete  bothe  erbys,  gres,  and  root. 
Thy  bale  hath  non  other  boot, 

As  wrecche  in  werlde  ihou  wende. 

Womman  thou  sowtyst  this  synnyng. 
And  bad  hym  breke  myn  byddyng, 
Therfore  thou  xalt  ben  undyrlyng. 

To  mannys  byddyng  bend. 
What  he  byddyl^  the,  do  thou  that  thynge. 
And  here  thi  chyldere  with  gret  gronynge. 
In  daungere  and  in  deth  dredynge. 

Into  thi  lyvys  ende. 

Thou  wyckyd  worm  fful  of  pryde, 
£Pbwle  envye  syt  be  thi  syde. 
Upon  thi  gutt  thou  xalt  glyde. 

As  werra  wyckyd  in  kende. 
Tyl  a  maydon  in  medyl^erth  be  borne, 
Thou  ffende  I  warn  the  befom^ 
Thorwe  here  thi  bed  xal  be  to-torn, 

On  wombe  awey  thou  wende. 

Diabolus.  At  thi  byddyng  ffowle  I  fidle, 
I  krepe  hem  to  my  stynkyng  stalle, 
Helle  pyt  and  hevyn  halle, 

Xul  do  thi  byddyng  bone. 
I  ffalle  downe  here  a  ffowle  freke, 
ffor  this  ffalle  I  gynne  to  qweke. 
With  a  ffart  my  breche  I  breke, 

My  sorwe  comyth  ful  sone. 

Deus.  ffor  30ur  synne  that  3e  have  do. 
Out  of  this  blysse  sone  xal  )e  go, 
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In  eiihely  labour  to  levyn  in  wo, 

And  sorwe  the  xal  atast. 
ffor  your  synne  and  mysdoyng, 
An  angelle  with  a  swerd  brennyng. 
Out  of  this  j<^e  he  xal  30W  dyng, 

30ur  welthe  awey  is  past. 

Hie  receJU  Dem^  et  angelus  seraphicu»  cwn  gladio 
fflammea  verberai  Jtkan  et  Evam  extra  ParoiUmm, 


\ 


•  je  wrecohis  imkend  and  ryht  unwyse, 
Out  of  this  joye  hy3  30W  in  hast. 
With  fflanunyng  swerd  f&om  paradyse 
To  peyn  I  bete  50W,  of  care  to  tast. 
3  our  myrthe  is  tumyd  to  carfulle  syse, 

30ur  welthe  with  synne  awey  is  wast, 
ffor  3  our  ffalse  dede  of  synful  gyse. 

This  blysse  I  spere  ffrom  30W  ryth  fast 
Here  in  come  36  no  more  ; 
^Tyl  a  chylde  of  a  mayd  be  bom. 
And  upon  the  rode  rent  and  torn, 
To  save  allei;hat  3e  have  forlorn, 

3Qur  welthe  ffor  to  restore.  \ 


Eva.  Alas !  alas  I  and  wele  away. 

That  evyr  towchyd  I  the  tre ; 
I  wende  as  wrecche  in  welsom  way, 

In  blake  busshys  my  boure  xal  be. 
In  paradys  is  plenty  of  pleye, 

ffayr  firutys  ryth  gret  plenty. 
The  3aty8  be  schet  with  Godys  keye, 

My  husbiond  is  lost  because  of  me. 

Leve  spowse  now  thou  fonde, 
Now  stomble  we  on  stalk  and  ston, 
My  wyt  awey  is  fro  me  gon, 
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Wrythe  on  to  my  necke  bon. 

With  hardnesse  of  thin  honde.  ] 

Adam.  Wjff,  thi  wytt  is  not  wurthe  a  rosche, 

LfCve  woman,  tume  thi  thought, 
I  wyl  not  file  fflescly  of  my  fflesche, 

fFor  of  my  flesche  thi  fflesche  was  wrought. 
Oure  hap  was  hard,  oure  wytt  was  nesche. 

To  paradys  whan  we  were  brought, 
My  wepyng  xal  be  longe  ffresche, 

Schort  lykyng  xal  be  longe  bought. 

No  more  telle  thou  that  tale, 
ffor  yf  I  xulde  sle  my  wyfiF, 
I  sclow  myself  withowtyn  knyff. 
In  helle  logge  to  lede  my  lyff. 

With  woo  in  wepyng  dale. 

But  lete  us  walke  forthe  into  the  londe. 

With  ryih  gret  labour  oure  fode  to  fynde, 
With  delvyng  and  dyggyng  with  myn  hond, 

Oure  blysse  to  bale  and  care  to-pynde. 
And,  wyff,  to  spynne  now  must  thou  ffoade, 

Oure  nakyd  bodyes  in  clothe  to  wynde, 
Tylle  sum  comforthe  of  Godys  sonde. 

With  grace  releve  oure  careful  mynde. 
Now  come  go  we  hens,  wyff. 
Eva.  Alas !  that  ever  we  wrought  this  synne, 
Oure  bodely  sustenauns  for  to  wynne, 
36  must  delve  and  I  xal  spynne. 

In  care  to  ledyn  oure  IjtE. 
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Jbeele.  I  wolde  ffayn  knowe  how  I  xuld  do. 

To  serve  my  lord  God  to  his  plesyng ; 
Therfore^  Caym,  Inroiher,  lete  us  now  go 

Unto  oure  ffadyr  wiihowte  lettyng, 
Soenge  hym  in  vertu  and  in  norture 

To  com  to  the  hy3er  joy  celestyalle, 
Remembryng  to  be  clene  and  pure. 

For  in  mysrewle  we  myth  lythly  falle 
A3en8  hevyn  kynge. 
Lete  us  now  don  oure  dyligens. 
To  come  to  oure  fSsuleres  presens, 
Good  brother,  passe  we  hens. 

To  knowe  flTor  oure  levjmge. 

Cagm.  As  to  my  fadyr,  lete  us  now  tee   *1  ^  ^     ^ 

To  knowe  what  3cal  be  his  talkyng ;  \..    '^'^  ^ 

And  that  I  holde  it  but  vanyt^, 
To  go  to  hym  fibr  any  spekyng, 
To  lere  ol  his  lawe. 
ffor  if  I  have  good  anow  plenty, 
I  kan  be  mery,  so  mot  y  the, 
Thow  my  fadyr  I  nevyr  se, 

I  3yf  not  therof  an  hawe. 

AbeU  Ryth  sovereyn  fadyr,  semely  sad  and  sure, 

Ever  we  thank  30W  in  hert,  body,  and  thowth, 

D 
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And  alwey  shuUe  whylle  oure  lyf  may  indure. 
As  inwardly  in  hert  it  kan  be  sought, 

Bothe  my  brother  and  I. 
ffadyr,  I  ffalle  onto  30ur  kne. 
To  knowe  how  we  xol  rewlyd  be, 
ffor  Godys  that  ffallyth  bothe  hym  and  me, 

I  wolde  ffayn  wete  trewly. 

Adam.  Sonys,  30  am  to  spekyn  natoraly* 

The  ffyrst  ffrute  of  kendely  engendrure, 
Beffom  whom,  8a£F  jour  modyr  and  I, 

Were  nevyr  non  of  mannys  nature. 
And  3it  were  we  al  of  another  portature, 

As  3e  have  me  oftyn  herd  seyd  sothly ; 
Wherfore,  sonys,  yf  30  wyl  ly£F  sad  and  sure, 

ffyrst  I  30W  counseylle  most  syngulerly, 
God  ffor  to  love  and  drede. 
And  suche  good  as  God  hath  30W  sent, 
The  fyrst  frute  offyr  to  hym  in  sacryfice  brent, 
Hym  evyr  besechyng  with  meke  entent, 

In  alle  30ur  werkys  to  save  and  spede. 

Abeelle,  Gramercy,  ffadyr,  ffor  30ur  good  doctrine, 

ffor  as  38  us  techyn  so  xal  we  do, 
And  as  ffor  me  thoro  Goddys  grace  dyvyne, 

I  wyl  fforthwith  applye  me  therto. 
Cayme,  And  thow  me  be  lothe  I  wyl  now  also 

Onto  30ur  counselle,  ffadyr,  me  inclyne; 
And  3itt  I  say  now  to  30W  bothe  too, 

I  had  levyr  gon  hom  welle  ffor  to  dyne. 
Adam.  Now,  God,  graunt  good  sacryfice  to  30W  bothe  too. 

He  vowchesaff  to  acceptyn  30W  and  alle  myne, 
And  3eve  30W  now  grace  to  plesyn  hym  soo. 

That  30  may  come  to  thatblysse  that  hymaelf  is  inne. 
With  gostly  grace. 
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That  alle  50iir  here  levyng 
May  be  to  hk  plesjng, 
And  at  30ur  hens  partyng, 

To  come  to  good  place. 

JieUedieet. 
Almyhtty  God^  and  God  fill  of  mjrth^ 

Be  whom  alle  thing  is  made  of  nowth. 
To  the  myn  hert  is  redy  dyht. 

For  npon  «he  is  alle  my  thought. 

0  soveieyn  lord !  reygnyng  in  etemyt^, 
With  alle  the  mekenesse  that  I  kan  or  may, 

This  lombe  xal  I  offre  it  up  to  the, — 
Accept  it,  blyssyd  Lord !  I  the  pray. 

My  3yft  is  but  sympyl,  this  is  no  nay, 
But  my  wyl  is  good  and  evyr  xal  be, 

The  to  servyn  and  worchepyn  bothe  nyht  and  day, 
And  therto  thi  grace,  Lord,  grawnt  thou  me, 
Throwhe  thi  gret  mercy, 

Whicbe  in  a  lombys  lyknes 

Thou  xalt  for  mannys  wyckydnes 

Onys  ben  cfieryd  in  peynfubies 
And  deynfiil  dolfoly. 

ffbr  trewly.  Lord,  thow  art  most  worthy 

The  best  to  have  in  echo  degr^, 
Bothe  beste  and  werst  fill  certeynly, 

Alle  is  had  thorowe  grace  of  the. 
The  best  schep  fiille  hertyly, 

Amonges  my  flok  that  I  kan  se, 

1  tythe  it  to  God  of  gret  mercy. 

And  bettyr  wolde,  if  bettyr  myht  be,-— 

Evyn  here  is  myn  ofiryng. 

I  tythe  to  the  with  ryht  good  wylle. 

Of  tiie  best  thou  sentyst  me  tylle. 

d2 
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Now,  griicyouB  God  on  hevyn  hille. 
Accept  now  my  tytliyng. 

Caym,  AmoDges  alle  ffolys  Uiat  gon  on  grownd, 

I  holde  that  thou  be  od  of  the  most. 
To  tythe  the  best  that  is  most  sownd, 

And  kepi!  the  werst  that  is  nere  lost. 
But  I  more  Wyaly  xal  werke  this  stownde, 

To  tythe  the  werst,  and  make  no  host, 
Off  alle  my  cornys  that  may  be  fownde, 

In  alle  my  fieldys  bothe  crofte  and  coat, 
J  xal  lokyn  on  every  syde. 
Here  I  tythe  this  unthende  sheff, 
Lete  God  take  it  or  ellys  lef, 
Thow  it  be  to  me  gret  repreff, 

I  3eve  no  fFors  this  tyde. 


Abelle.  Now  Caym,  brother,  thou  dost  ful  ille, 

ffor  God  the  sent  bothe  best  and  werst, 
Therfore  thou  shewe  to  hym  good  wylle, 

And  tythe  to  God  evyr  of  the  best. 
Caym.  In  feyth,  thou  shewyst  now  a  febylle  skylle. 

It  wolde  me  hyndyr  and  do  me  grefi*. 
What  were  God  the  better,  thou  sey  me  tylle, 

To  3evyn  hym  awey  my  best  sheff. 

And  kepe  myself  the  wers? 
He  wylle  neyther  ete  nur  drynke, 
ffor  he  doth  neyther  swete  nor  swynke; 
Thou  shewyst  a  ffebyl  reson,  me  thynke, 

What  thou  fonnyst  as  a  best  I  gesse. 


Abdic.  jil  me  thynkyth  my  wyt  is  gooil 

To  God  evermore  sum  lovo  to  shewe. 

Off  whom  Wfl  JBWMHgB  dnyly  food, 

^"'  ^1  drewe. 
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Caym.  3itt  me  thynkeht  thi  wytt  is  wood^ 

ffor  of  thi  lore  I  ffynde  but  ffewe  ; 
I  wylle  never  the  more  chawnge  my  mood, 
ffor  no  wordys  that  thou  dost  shewe ; 
I  sey  I  wylle  tythe  the  werst. 
AbeUe.  Now  God,  that  syt  in  hefne  above, 
On  whom  is  sett  alle  myn  hool  love. 
This  wyckyd  wylle  from  the  he  showe, 
As  it  plesy^  hym  best ! 

Hie  ardent  d^mum  Abel  et  Caym  ;  quo  facto  y  dicent, 

Caym.  Herke,  Abel,  brother,  what  aray  is  this. 

Thy  tythyng  brennyth  as  ffyre  fful  bryght. 
It  is  to  me  gret  wondyr  i-wys, 

I  trow  this  is  now  a  straunge  syght. 
Abette,  Goddys  wylle  fforsothe  it  is, 

That  my  tythyng  with  fyre  is  lyth, 
ffor  of  the  best  were  my  tythis, 

And  of  the  werst  thou  dedyst  hym  dyght. 
Bad  thyng  thou  hym  bede. 
Of  the  best  was  my  tythyng, 
And  of  the  werst  was  thin  offryng, 
Therfor  God  Almyghty,  hevyn  kyng, 

Alowyht  ryht  nowth  thi  dede. 

Caym.  What?  thou  stynkyng  losel,  and  is  it  so? 

Doth  God  the  love  and  hatyht  me  ? 
Thou  xalt  be  ded,  I  xal  the  slo, 

Thi  Lord  thi  God  thou  xalt  nevyr  se ! 
Tythyng  more  xalt  thou  nevyr  do. 

With  this  chavyl  bon  I  xal  sle  the, 
Thi  deth  is  dyht,  thi  days  be  go. 

Out  of  myn  handys  xalt  thou  not  fle,  \ 

With  this  strok  I  the  kylle.— 
Now  this  boy  is  slayn  and  dede, 
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Of  hym  I  xal  nevyr  more  han  drede ; 
He  xal  hereafter  nevyr  ete  brede^ 

With  this  gresse  I  xal  faym  hylle. 

Deu$.  Caym,  come  fibrthe  and  answere  me, 

Asoyle  my  qwestyon  anon  ryght. 
Thy  brother  Abel,  wher  is  now  he  ? 

Ha  don,  and  answere  me  as  tyght. 
Caym.  My  brothers  kepere  ho  made  me  ? 

Syn  whan  was  I  his  kepyng  knyght  ? 
I  kan  not  telle  wher  that  he  be. 

To  kepe  hym  was  I  nevyr  dyght, 
I  knowe  not  wher  he  is. 
Deui*  Acursyd  Caym,  thou  art  untrewe. 
And  for  thi  dede  thou  xalt  sore  rewe ; 
Thi  brothers  blood  that  thou  slewe, 

Askyht  vengeauns  of  thi  mys. 

Thu  xalt  be  cursyd  on  the  grounde, 

Unprophitable  where  so  thou  wende, 
Bothe  veyn  and  nowthty  and  nothyng  sounde. 

With  what  thing  thou  medele  thou  xalt  it  shende. 
Caym.  Alas  1  in  whoo  now  am  I  wounde, 

Acursyd  of  God,  as  man  unkende ; 
Of  any  man  yf  I  be  founde, 

He  xal  me  slo,  I  have  no  fiVende, 
Alas  and  weleaway ! 
Deus.  Of  what  man  that  thou  be  sclayne. 
He  xal  have  vij.  folde  more  payn, 
Hym  were  bettyr  never  to  be  sayn 
On  ly ve  be  nyth  ne  day. 

Caym.  Alas !  alas !  whedyr  may  I  go  ? 
I  dare  nevyr  ae  man  in  the  vesage, 
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I  am  woundyn  as  a  wrecche  in  wo, 
And  cursyd  of  God  ffor  my  ffalfage. 

Unprofytabyl  and  vayn  also, 
In  felde  and  towne,  in  strete  and  stage, 

I  may  nevyr  make  merifais  mo, 
I  wot  nevyr  wbedyr  to  take  passage ; 
I  dare  not  here  abyde. 

Now  wyl  I  go  wende  my  way, 

With  sore  syeng  and  welaway. 

To  loke  where  that  I  best  may 

iFrom  mannys  ssybt  me  hyde. 


IV.  NOAH'S  FLOOD. 


Iniroitus  Noe. 
Noe.  God  of  his  goodnesse  and  of  grace  groonde. 
By  whoys  gloryous  power  alle  thyng  is  wrought^ 
In  whom  alle  vertu  plentevously  is  ffounde, 

Withowtyn  whos  wyl  may  be  ryth  nought ; 
Thy  servamites  save,  Lord,  fro  synful  sownde, 

In  wyl,  in  werk,  in  dede,  and  in  thouht ; 
Oure  welth  in  woo  lete  nevyr  be  fownde. 

Us  help,  Lord,  from  synne  that  we  be  in  brought^ 
•  Lord  God  fful  of  myght ! 
Noe,  seres,  my  name  is  knowe. 
My  wyff  and  my  chyldere  here  on  rowe. 
To  God  we  pray  with  hert  ful  lowe. 

To  plese  hym  in  his  syght. 

In  me  Noe,  the  secunde  age 

Indede  begynnyth,  as  I  30W  say ; 
AflFtyr  Adam,  withoutyn  langage. 

The  secunde  fadyr  am  I  in  fay. 
But  men  of  levyng  be  so  owtrage, 

Bothe  be  nyght  and  eke  be  day, 
That  lesse  than  synne  the  soner  swage, 

Grod  wyl  be  vengyd  on  us  sum  way, 
Indede. 
Ther  may  no  man  go  ther  owte, 
But  synne  regnyth  in  every  rowte. 
In  every  place  rownde  abowte 

Cursydnes  doth  sprynge  and  sprede. 


»--' 
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Uxor  Noe.  All^nyghtj  God,  of  his  gret  grace, 

Enspyre  men  with  hertely  wylle. 
For  to  sese  of  here  trespace, 

ffor  synfulle  levyng  oure  fiowle  xal  spylle. 
Synne  oflfendyth  Grod  in  his  fiace, 

And  agrevyth  oure  Lorde  fPulle  ylle. 
It  causyth  to  man  ryght  grett  manace. 

And  scrapyth  hjrm  out  of  lyvys  by  lie. 
That  blyssyd  book. 
What  man  in  synne  doth  alle  wey  scleppe. 
He  xal  gon  to  helle  fill  deppe. 
Than  xal  he  nevyr  after  creppe 

Out  of  the  brennyng  brook. 

I  am  30ur  wyff,  30ur  childeryn  these  be, 

Onto  us  tweyn  it  doth  longe, 
Hem  to  teche-in  alle  degr^ 

Synne  to  forsakyn  and  werkys  wronge. 
Therfore,  sere,  for  love  of  me, 

Enforme  hem  wele  evyr  amonge, 
Synne  to  forsake  and  vanyt^ 

And  vertu  to  fiblwe  that  thei  ffonge, 
Oure  Lord  God  to  plese. 
Noe.  I  warne  30W,  childeryn,  on  and  alle, 
Drede  oure  lord  God  in  hevy[n]  halle, 
And  in  no  forfete  that  we  ne  ffalle, 

Oure  Lord  for  to  dysplese. 

^hem.  A  !  dere  ffadyr,  God  forbede 

That  we  xulde  do  in  ouy  wyse 
Ony  werke  of  synful  dede, 

Oure  lord  God  that  xulde  agryse. 
My  name  is  Shem,  jour  son  of  prise, 

I  xal  werke  aftere  jour  rede, 
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And  alfio^  wyff,  the  weylle  awyse, 
Wykkyd  werkjs  that  thou  none  brede. 
Never  inno degre. 
Uxor  Seem,  fforsothe,  sere,  be  Goddys  grace, 
I  xal  me  kepe  from  alle  trespace, 
That  xulde  offende  Goddys  fiaoe, 

Be  help  of  the  Trjnyt^. 

Cham.  I  am  Cham,  30ur  secmide  sone, 

And  purpose  me  be  Goddys  myght, 
Nevyr  suche  a  dede  for  to  don, 

That  xuld  agreve  Grod  in  syght. 
Uscor  Cham.  I  pray  to  God  me  grawnt  this  bone. 

That  he  me  kepe  in  suche  a  plyght, 
Momynge,  hevenynge,  mydday,  and  none, 

I  to  aiFendyn  hym  day  nor  nyght. 
Lord  God,  I  the  pray, 
Bothe  wakynge  and  eke  in  slepe, 
Gracyous  God,  thou  me  keppe, 
That  I  nevyr  in  daunger  crepe. 

On  dredffulle  domys-day. 

Japhei.  Japhet,  thi  iij.^'  sone,  is  my  name ; 

I  pray  to  God,  wher  so  we  be. 
That  he  us  borwe  fro  synfuUe  shame, 

And  in  vertuous  levynge  evyrmore  kepe  me. 
Uxor  Jqpihei.  I  am  30ur  wyff,  and  pray  the  same. 

That  Gt)d  us  save  on  sonde  and  se. 
With  no  grevauns  that  we  hym  grame. 

He  grawnt  us  grace  synne  to  fle, — 

Lord  God,  now  here  oure  bone. 
Noe.  Gracyous  G^,  that  best  may. 
With  herty  wyl  to  the  we  pray. 
Thou  save  us  sekyr  bothe  nyght  and  day, 
J  7  Synne  that  we  noon  done. 
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^  /       DeM9,  Ow,  what  menyht  this  myslevyng  man, 

Whicbe  myn  hand  made  and  byldyd  in  blysae  ? 
Synne  so  sore  grevyht  me  3a  in  certayn, 

I  wol  be  vengyd  of  this  grett  roysse* 
Myn  aungel  dere^  thou  xalt  gan 

To  Noethat  my  aervaunt  is^ 
A  shypp  t6  make  on  bond  to  tan 

Thou  bytl  hym  swythe  ffor  hym  and  his, 
ffrom  drynchyng  hem  to  save, 
ffor,  as  I  am  Grod  off  myght, 
I  zal  dystroye  this  werd  downe  ryght, 
Here  synne  so  sore  grevyht  me  in  syght, 
Thei  xal  no  mercy  have. 

ffecisse  hominem  nunc  pcenitet  me ! 

That  I  made  man  sore  doth  me  rewe, 
Myn  hand^werk  to  sle  sore  grevyth  me. 

But  that  here  synne  here  deth  doth  brewe. 
Go  sey  to  Noe,  as  I  bydde  the, 

Hymself,  his  wyf,  his  childeryn  trewe, 
Tho  viij.  sowlys  in  shyp  to  be, 

Thei  xul  not  drede  the  flodys  fflowe. 

The  fflod  xal  harme  them  nowht. 
Of  alle  ffowlys  and  bestys  thei  take  a  peyre. 
In  shypp  to  save,  bothe  ffoule  and  ffetyere, 
ffrom  alle  dowtys  and  gret  dyspeyre. 

This  vengeauns  or  it  be  wrought. 

/  /      Jngelus  ad  Noe.  Noe  !  Noe  !  a  shypp  loke  thou  make. 
And  many  a  chaumbyr  thou  xalt  have  therinne  ; 

Of  every  kyndys  best  a  cowpyl  thou  take, 
Within  the  shypp  here  lyvys  to  wynne. 

ffor  Grod  is  sore  grevyd  with  roan  for  his  synne. 
That  alle  this  wyde  werd  xal  be  dreynt  with  flood, 
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Saff  thou  and  thi  wyff  xal  be  kept  from  this  gynne. 
And  also  thi  chylderyn  with  here  vertujrs  good. 

Noe,  How  xuld  I  have  wytt  a  shypp  for  to  make, 

I  am  of  ryght  grett  age,  v.  c.  jere  olde. 
It  is  not  for  me  this  werk  to  undyrtake, 

ffor  ffeythnnesse  of  age  my  leggys  gyn  fPolde. 
Angelus.  This  dede  ffor  to  do  be  bothe  blythe  and  bolde, 

God  xal  enforme  the  and  rewle  the  ful  ryght, 
Of  herd  and  of  beste  take,  as  I  the  tolde, 

A  peyr  into  the  shypp,  and  God  xal  the  qwyght. 

Noe.  I  am  ful  redy  as  God  doth  me  bydde, 

A  shypp  for  to  make  be  myght  of  his  grace, 
Alas  !  that  ffor  synne  it  xal  so  be  betydde. 

That  vengeauns  of  flood  xal  werke  this  manase. 
God  is  sore  grevyd  with  oure  grett  tresspas, 

That  with  wylde  watyr  the  werd  xal  be  dreynt ; 
A  shyppe  for  to  make  now  lete  us  hens  pas. 

That  God  a3ens  us  of  synne  have  no  compleynt. 

Hie  transit  Noe  cum/amilia  sua  pro  nam,  quo  exeunte, 
locum  interludii  subintret  statim  Lameth  conductus  ab 
adotescente^  et  dicens, 

Lameth.  Gret  mornyng  I  make,  and  gret  cause  I  have ; 

Alas !  now  I  se  not,  for  age  I  am  blynde, 
Blyndenes  doth  make  me  of  wytt  for  to  rave, 

Whantynge  of  eye-  syght  in  peyn  doth  me  bynde. 
Whyl  I  had  syht,  ther  myht  nevyr  man  lynde 

My  pere  of  archerye  in  alle  this  werd  aboute; 
ffor  jitt  schet  I  nevyr  at  hert,  are,  nere  hynde. 

But  yf  that  he  deyd,  of  this  no  man  have  doute. 

Lameth  "  the  good  archere,"  ray  name  was  ovyr  alle, 
ffor  the  best  archere  myn  name  dede  ever  sprede ; 
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Record  of  my  boy,  here  wytnes  this  he  xal. 

What  merk  that  were  set  me  to  deth  it  xuld  blede. 

Adoleseens.  It  is  trewe,  mayster,  that  3e  seyn,  indede ; 
ffor  that  tyme  3e  had  30ure  bowe  bent  in  honde. 

If  that  30ur  prycke  had  be  half  a  myle  in  brede, 
3e  wolde  the  pryk  ban  hitte^  if  3e  ny  had  stonde. 

Lameth.  I  xuld  nevyr  afiSeiyled  what  marke  that  ever  were  sett, 

Whyl  that  I  myght  loke  and  had  my  clere  syght ; 
And  3itt,  as  me  thynkyht,  no  man  xuld  shete  bett 

Than  I  xuld  do  now,  if  myn  hand  were  sett  aryght. 
Aspye  some  marke,  boy,  my  bowe  xal  I  bende  wyght, 

And  sett  myn  hand  evyn  to  shete  at  some  best ; 
And  I  dare  ley  a  wagour  his  deth  for  to  dyght. 

The  marke  xal  I  hitt,  my  lyff  do  I  best. 

Adolescens,  Undyr  3on  grett  bushe,  mayster,  a  best  do  I  se. 

Take  me  thin  hand  swythe  and  holde  it  ful  stylle. 
Now  is  thin  hand  evyn  as  evyr  it  may  be, 

Drawe  up  thin  takylle  3on  best  for  to  kylle. 
Lameih.  My  bowe  xal  I  drawe  ryght  with  herty  wylle, 

This  brod  arwe  I  shete  that  best  fibr  to  saylle  ; 
Now  have  at  that  busche  3on  best  for  to  spylle, 

A  sharppe  schote  I  shote,  therof  I  xall  not  faylle. 

Cayn.  Out,  out,  and  alas  !  myn  hert  is  on  sondyr. 

With  a  brod  arwe  I  am  ded  and  sclayn  ! 
I  dye  here  on  grounde,  myn  hert  is  alle  to  tundyr, 

With  this  brod  arwe  it  is  clovyn  on  twayn  ! 
Lameth.  Herke,  boy,  cum  telle  me  the  trewthe  in  certeyn, 

What  man  is  he  that  this  cry  doth  thus  make  ? 
Adolescens.  Caym  thou  hast  kyllyd,  I  telle  the  ful  pleyn, 

^th  thi  sharp  shetyng  his  dethe  hath  he  take. 

Lameih.  Have  I  slayn  Cayme  ?  Alas !  what  have  I  done  ? 
Thou  stynkynge  lurdeyn,  what  hast  thou  wrought  ? 
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Thou  art  the  why  I  scle  hym  so  sone, 

Therfore  xal  I  kylle  the  here^  tboa  skapyst  nowght. 

Hie  Lameth  cum  arcu  sua  verberat  adolescentem  ad 
mortem^  dicente  adolescentCy 

Adolescens.  Out^  out^I  deye  here !  my  deth  is  now  sought ! 

This  theffe  with  his  bowe  hath  broke  my  brayn  ! 
Ther  may  non  helpe  be,  my  dethe  is  me  brought, 

Ded  here  I  synke  down  as  man  that  is  sclayn ! 

Lameth,  Alas!  what  xal  I  do?  wrecche^wykkyd  on  woolde, 

God  wyl  be  vengyd  ful  sadly  on  me ; 
ffor  deth  of  Caym  I  xal  have  vij.  folde 

More  peyn  than  he  had  that  Abelle  dede  sle. 
These  to  mennys  deth  fulle  sore  bought  xal  be, 

Upon  alle  my  blood  God  wylle  venge  this  dede, 
Wherefore  sore  wepyng  hens  wyl  I  fle, 

And  loke  where  I  may  best  my  hede  sone  heyde. 

Hie  recedat  Lameth  et  siatim  intrat  Noe  cum  navi 
canianteSf 

Noe.  With  doolful  hert  syenge  sad  and  sore, 

Grett  momyng  I  make  ffor  this  dredful  flood ! 
Of  man  and  of  best  is  dreynte  many  a  skore, 

Alle  this  werd  to  spylle  these  flodys  be  ful  wood. 
And  alle  is  for  synne  of  mannys  wylde  mood. 

That  God  hath  ordeyned  this  dredfuUe  vengeaunce ; 
In  this  flood  spylt  is  many  a  mannys  blood, 

ffor  synfulle  levynge  of  man  we  have  gret  grevauns. 

Alle  this  hundryd  3  ere  ryght  here  have  I  wrought. 
This  schypp  for  to  make,  as  God  dede  byd  me  j 

Of  alle  maner  bestes  a  copylle  is  in  brought^ 
Within  my  shypp  horde  on  ly  ve  for  to  be. 

Ryght  longe  God  hath  soferyd  amendyng  to  se ; 
AUe  this  hundryd  >ere  God  bath  shewyd  grace. 
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Alas  !  fro  giet  syn  man  wyl  not  fle^ 
^  /    ;  God  doth  fhis  veogeaunt  for  oure  gret  trespase. 

Uxor  Noe.  Alas  1  for  gret  ruthe  of  this  gret  vengeaunce, 

Gret  doyl  it  is  to  se  this  watyr  so  wyde  ! 
But  3it  thankyd  be  God  of  this  ordenaunce. 

That  we  be  now  savyd  on  lyve  to  abyde. 
Seem,  fibr  grett  synne  of  lechory  alle  this  doth  betyde, 

Alas  I  that  evyr  soche  synne  xulde  be  wrought ! 
This  fflood  is  so  gret  on  every  a  syde. 

That  alle  this  wyde  werd  to  care  is  now  brought. 

Uxor  Seem,  Becawse  of  chylderyn  of  God  that  weryn  good, 

Dede  forfete  ryght  sore  what  tyme  that  thei  were, 
SynfuUy  compellyd  to  Caymys  bloody 

Therfore  be  we  now  cast  in  ryght  grett  care. 
Cham,  ffor  synful  levynge  this  werde  doth  for-fare ; 

So  grevous  ^engeauns  myght  nevyr  man  se ; 
Ovyr  alle  this  werd  wyde  ther  is  no  plot  bare, 

With  watyr  and  with  flood  God  vengyd  wylle  be. 

Uxor  Cham.  Rustyues  of  synne  is  cawse  of  these  wawys, 

Alas  !  in  this  fflood  this  werd  xal  be  lorn ; 
ffor  offens  to  Grod  brekyng  his  lawys, 

On  rokkys  ryght  sharp  is  many  a  man  torn. 
Japhet.  So  grevous  fflodys  were  nevyr  3ett  beforne, 

Alas  !  that  lechory  this  vengeauns  doth  gynne  ! 
It  were  welle  bettyr  ever  to  be  unborn, 

Than  ffor  to  forfetyn  evyr  more  in  that  synne. 

Uxor  Jofhet.  Oure  lord  God  I  thanke  of  his  gret  grace. 

That  he  doth  us  save  from  this  dredful  payn  ! 
Hym  for  to  wurchipe  in  every  stede  and  place, 
J  c//  We  beth  gretly  bownde  with  myght  and  with  mayn. 

Noe.  Xl.^  da3r8  and  nyghtes  hath  Jasted  this  rayn, 
And xl" days  this  grett  flood  begynnyth  tosVako  •, 
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This  crowe  xal  I  sende  out  to  seke  sum  plajrn, 
GkK)d  tydynges  to  brynge,  this  massage  I  make. 

Hie  emit  tat  corvum,  etparum  expect ans  Uerum  dicatf 

This  crowe  on  sum  careyn  is  falle  for  to  ete, 

Therfore  a  newe  masangere  I  wylle  fforthe  now  sende ; 

ffly  fforth,  thou  fayr  dove^  ovyr  these  waterys  wete, 

And  aspye  afftere  sum  dry  lond,  oure  momyng  to  amend. 

Hie  evokt  columba;  qua  redeunte  cum  ramo  vbride 
oUvce^ 

Joye  now  may  we  make  of  myrth  that  that  were  frende, 
A  grett  olyve  bushe  this  dowe  doth  us  brynge ; 

flTor  joye  of  this  tokyn  ryght  hertyly  we  tende 
Our  lord  God  to  worchep,  a  songe  let  us  synge. 

Hie  decantent  hos  versus. 

Mare  vidit  et  fugit, 
Jordanis  conversus  est  retrorsum. 
Non  nobis,  Domine,  non  nobis, 
Sed  nomini  tuo  da  gloriam. 

O  Et  sic  recedant  cum  navi. 


V.  ABRAHAMS  SACRIFICE. 


Introitus  Abrahej  etc. 
Host  myghty  makere  of  sunne  and  of  mone, 

Kyng  of  kynges,  and  Lord  over  alle, 
Allemyghty  Qod  in  hevyn  trone, 

I  the  honowre  and  evyr  more  xal ! 
My  Lfordf  my  God  1  to  the  I  kalle. 

With  herty  wylle^  Lord,  I  the  pray. 
In  synfulle  lyff  lete  me  nevyr  falle, 

But  lete  me  leve  evyr  to  thi  pay. 

Abraham  ray  name  is  kydde. 

And  patryarke  of  age  ful  olde ; 
And  3it  be  the  grace  of  Grod  is  bredde. 

In  mjm  olde  age,  a  chylde  fiiUe  bolde. 
Ysaac,  lo  !  here  his  name  is  tolde, 

My  Bwete  sone  that  stondyth  me  by, 
Amonges  alle  chylderyn  that  walkyn  on  wolde, 

A  lovelyer  chylde  is  non  trewly. 

I  thanke  Grod  with  hert  welle  mylde. 

Of  his  gret  mercy  and  of  his  hey  grace, 
And  pryncepaly  ffor  ray  suete  chylde. 

That  xal  to  me  do  gret  solace. 
N0W9  saete  sone,  ffisiyre  fSeure  thi  fFace, 

£Ful  hertyly  do  I  love  the, 
ffor  trewe  herty  love  now  in  this  place. 

My  swete  chUde,  com,  kysse  now  me. 

E 
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Ysaac.  At  joure  byddyDge  jour  mouthe  I  kys, 

With  lowly  hert  I  30W  pray, 
30ure  fadyrly  love  lete  me  nevyr  mysse. 

But  blysse  me,  jour  chylde,  bothe  nyght  and  day. 
Abraham.  Almyghty  God,  that  best  may, 

His  dere  blyssyug  he  graunt  the, 
And  my  blyssyng  thou  have  alle  way. 

In  what  place  that  evyr  thou  be. 

Now,  Ysaac,  my  sone  so  suete, 

Almyghty  God  loke  thou  honoure, 
Wiche  that  made  bothe  drye  and  wete, 

Shynyng  sunne  and  scharpe  ?choure. 
Thu  art  my  suete  childe,  and  par  amoure 

fful  wele  in  herte  do  I  the  love, 
Loke  that  thin  herte,  in  hevyn  toure 

Be  sett  to  serve  oure  Lord  GxkI  above. 

In  thi  3onge  leme  God  to  plese. 

And  God  xal  quyte  the  weyl  thi  mede : 
Now,  suete  sone,  of  wordys  these 

With  alle  thin  hert  thou  take  good  hede. 
Now  fare  weyl,  sone,  God  be  thin  spede  ! 

Evyn  here  at  hom  thou  me  abyde, 
I  must  go  walkyn,  fibr  I  have  nede, 

I  come  a}  en  withinne  a  tyde. 

Ysaac.  I  pray  to  God,  fiadyr  of  myght. 

That  he  30W  spede  in  alle  jour  waye. 
From  shame  and  shenshipp,  day  and  nyht, 

God  mote  30W  kepe  in  jour  jomay. 
Abraham.  Now  fare  weylle,  sone !   I  the  pray 

Evyr  in  thin  hert  loke  God  thou  wynde, 
Hym  to  serve,  bothe  nyght  and  day, — 

I  pray  to  God  sende  the  good  mynde. 
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Tber  may  no  man  love  bettyr  his  childe, 

Than  Isaac  is  lovyd  of  me ; 
Almyghty  Grod,  mercyfiil  and  mylde, 

ffor  my  swete  scm  I  wurchyp  the  i 
I  thank  the,  Lord,  with  hert  ful  fre, 

ffor  this  £Etyr  frute  thou  hast  me  sent. 
Now^  gracyous  God,  wher  so  he  be, 
i*^       To  save  my  sone  evyr  more  be  bent. 

Dere  Lord,  I  pray  to  the  also. 

Me  to  save  for  thi  serwaunte ; 
And  sende  me  graee  nevyr  for  to  do 

Thyng  that  xulde  be  to  thi  displesaunte. 
Bothe  ffor  me  and  for  myn  infaunte, 

I  pray  the.  Lord  God,  us  to  help, — 
Thy  gracyous  goodnes  thou  us  grawnt, 
7v         And  save  thi  servaunt  from  helle  qwelp. 

Angehis.  Abraham,  how  I  Abraham, 

Lyst  and  herke  weylle  onto  me. 
Abraham,  Al  redy,  sere,  here  I  am  \ 

Telle  me  jour  wylle  what  that  it  be. 
Angelus,  Almyghty  Grod  thus  doth  bydde  the, — 

Ysaac  thi  sone  anon  thou  take, 
And  loke  hym  thou  slee  anoon,  lete  se, 
9         And  sacrafice  to  Grod  hym  make. 

Thy  welbelovyd  childe  thou  must  now  kylle, 

To  God  thou  ofiyr  hym,  as  I  say, 
Evyn  upon  jon  hey  hylle. 

That  I  the  shewe  here  in  the  way. 
Tarye  not  be  nyght  nor  day. 

But  smertly  thi  gate  thou  goo  ; 
Upon  3on  hille  thou  knele  and  pray 
T  i        To  Grod,  and  kylle  the  childe  ther  and  scloo ! 

b2 
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Abraham.  Now  Goddys  coniaundement  must  nedys  be  done, 

Alle  his  wyl  is  wourthy  to  be  wrought; 
But  3itt  the  fieidyr  to  scle  the  sone, 

Grett  care  it  causyth  in  my  thought. 
In  byttyr  bale  now  am  I  brought 

My  swete  childe  with  knyf  to  kylle  ; 
But  3it  my  sorwe  avaylith  ryght  nowth. 

For  nedys  I  must  werke  Goddys  wylle. 

With  evy  hert  I  walke  and  wende. 

My  childys  deth  now  for  to  be. 
Now  must  the  £eulyr  his  suete  sone  schende 

Alas  1  for  ruthe  it  is  pet^  ! 
My  swete  sone,  come  hedjrr  to  me : 

How,  Isaac,  my  sone  dere, 
Com  to  thi  flTadyr,  my  childe  so  fre, 

ffor  we  must  wende  to-gedyr  in  fere. 

Isaac.  Alle  redy  fadyr,  evyn  at  3 our  wylle, 

And  at  3our  byddyng  I  am  30W  by, 
With  30W  to  walk  ovyr  dale  and  hille, 

At  3  cure  callyng  I  am  redy. 
To  the  fadyr  evyr  most  comly, 

It  ovyth  the  childe  evyr  buxom  to  be ; 
I  wyl  obey,  fid  hertyly, 

To  alle  thjmg  that  36  bydde  me. 

Abraham.  Now,  son,  in  thi  necke  this  fagot  thou  take. 

And  this  fyre  here  in  thinne  honde, 
fFor  we  must  now  sacrefyse  go  make, 

Evyn  aftyr  the  wylle  of  Goddys  sonde. 
Take  this  brennyng  bronde, 

My  swete  childe,  and  lete  us  go ; 
Ther  may  no  man  that  levyth  in  londe. 

Have  more  sorwe  than  I  have  wo. 
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Ysaac.  ffayr  fi^lyr^  3e  go  ryght  stylle^ 

I  pray  30W,  fi^lyr,  speke  onto  me. 
Abraham.  Mi  gode  childe,  what  is  thi  wylle  ? 

Telle  me  thjrn  hert^  I  pray  to  the* 
Ysaac,  fiadyr,  fyre  and  wood  here  is  plenty, 

Butlkansenosaciyfice; 
What  30  xulde  offre  tayn  wold  I  se, 
.  vf       That  it  were  don  at  the  best  avyse. 

Abraham.  Grod  xal  that  ordeyn  that  sy tt  in  heyynne, 

My  swete  sone,  ffbr  this  offryng, 
A  derrere  sacryfice  may  no  man  nempne, 

Than  this  xal  be,  my  dere  derlyng. 
Ysaac.  Lat  be^  good  fieulyr,  3our  sad  wepynge  I 

30ur  hevy  cher  agrevyth  me  sore : 

Telle  me^  fadyr^  30ur  grett  momyng, 

/)  /     And  I  xal  seke  sura  help  therfore. 

Abraham.  Alas  !  dere  sone,  for  nedys  must  me, 
Evjrn  here  the  kylle,  as  God  hath  sent  > 

Thyn  owyn  fiuiyr  thi  deth  must  be, — 
Alas !  that  evyr  this  bowe  was  bent. 

With  this  fyre  bryght  thou  must  be  brent. 
An  aungelle  seyd  to  me  ryght  so : 

Alas  !  my  chylde,  thou  xalt  be  shent ! 
/v  «<      Thi  careful  fteidyr  must  be  thi  fib  I 

Ysaac.  Almyghty  God,  of  his  grett  mereye, 

fful  hertyly  I  thanke  the  sertayne  : 
At  Goddys  byddyng  here  for  to  dye^ 

I  obeye  me  here  for  to  be  sclayne. 
I  pray  30W,  fadyr,  be  glad  and  fayne, 

Trewly  to  werke  Goddys  wylle  : 
Take  good  comforte  to  30W  agayn, 
/-.  -^     And  have  no  dowte  jour  childe  to  kylle. 
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ffor  Grodys  byddyng  forsothe  it  is, 
That  I  of  30W  my  deth  schulde  take : 

A3eii8  Grod  36  don  amys^ 

Hys  byddjmg  yf  36  xuld  forsake. 

30wre  owyn  dampnadon  xulde  30  bake, 
If  30  me  kepe  from  this  reed ; 

With  30ur  swerd  ray  deth  30  make, 
i'>^       And  werk  evyrmore  the  wylle  of  Grod, 


Abraham.  The  wylle  of  Grod  must  nedys  be  done  ! 

To  werke  his  wylle  I  seyd  nevyr  nay ; 
But  3it  the  fFadyr  to  sle  the  sone, 

My  hert  doth  cljmge  and  cleve  as  clay. 
Yaaae.  3itt  werke  Groddys  wylle,  fadyr,  I  30W  pray. 

And  sle  me  here  anoon  forthe  ryght. 
And  turne  fro  me  3 our  face  away, 

Myne  heed  whan  that  3e  xul  of  smyght. 


i> 


Abraham*  Alas !  dere  childe,  I  may  not  chese,- 
I  must  nedys  my  swete  sone  kylle  ! 

My  dere  derlyng,  now  must  me  lese, 

Myn  owyn  sybb  blood  now  xal  I  spylle  ! 

3itt  this  dede  or  I  fulfylle. 

My  swete  sone,  thi  mouth  I  kys. 

Yaaac.  Al  redy,  fadyr,  evyn  at30ur  wylle 

.    I  do  30ur  byddyng,  as  reson  is. 

Abraham.  Alas  !  dere  sone,  here  is  no  grace, 
But  nedis  ded  now  must  thou  be  ! 

With  this  kerchere  I  kure  thi  face, 
In  the  tyme  that  .1  sle  the. 

Thy  lovely  vesage  wold  I  not  se, 
Not  for  alle  this  werdlys  good  : 

With  this  swerd,  that  sore  grevyht  me, 

■  My  childe  I  sle  and  spylle  his  blood  ! 
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Angeha.  Abraham  1  Abraham  !  thou  fadyr  fre. 

Abraham.  I  am  here  redy,  what  is  jour  wylle  ? 
Angeha.  Extende  thin  hand  in  do  degr^, 

I  bydde  thou  hym  not  kylle  ! 
Here  do  I  se  by  ryght  good  skylle, 

Allemyghty  God  tliat  thou  dost  drede. 
For  thou  sparyst  nat  thi  sone  to  spylle, — 
/f  V    God  wylle  aqwhyte  the  welle  thi  mede. 

Abraham.  I  thank  my  QcA  in  hevyn  above, 
And  hym  honowre  for  this  grett  grace  ! 

And  that  my  Lord  me  thus  doth  prove, 
I  wylle  hym  wurchep  in  every  place. 

My  childys  lyff  is  my  solace, 

I  thank  myn  Grod  evyr  for  his  lyff, 

In  sacrifice  here  or  I  hens  pace^ 
yT      I  sle  this  shepe  with  this  same  knyff. 

Now  this  shepe  is  deed  and  slayn. 

With  this  fyre  it  xal  be  brent ; 
Of  Isaac  my  sone  I  am  fid  fayn, 

That  my  swete  childe  xal  not  be  shent. 
This  place  I  name,  with  good  entent. 

The  hille  of  Godys  vesytacion  : 
ffor  hedyr  God  hath  to  us  sent 
^.  *      His  comforte,  aftyr  grett  trybulacion. 

Angebu.  Herke,  Abraham,  and  take  good  heyd ! 

By  hymself  Grod  hath  thus  sworne, 
ffor  that  thou  woldyst  a  done  this  dede, 

He  wylle  the  blysse  bothe  evyn  and  mome. 
ffor  thi  dere  childe  thou  woldyst  have  lorn, 

At  Goddys  byddyng,  as  I  the  telle ; 
God  hath  sent  the  word  befbrn, 
^'6    Thi  seed  xal  multyplye,  wher  so  thou  duelle. 


V 


^  ~ 
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As  sterres  in  bevyn  byn  many  and  fide. 

So  zal  thi  seed  encrese  and  growe ; 
Thou  zalt  ovyrcome,  in  welthe  and  wele, 

Alle  thi  fomen  reknyd  be  rowe. 
As  send  in  the  se  doth  ebbe  and  flowe, 

Hath  cheselys  many  nnnnmerabylle, 
So  xal  thi  sede,  thou  mayst  me  trowe, 
M    Encres  and  be  evyr  prophytabylle. 

ffor  to  my  speche  thou  dedyst  obejre, 
Thjm  enmyes  portes  thou  shalt  possede ; 

And  alle  men  on  erthe,  as  I  the  seye, 
Thei  xal  be  blyssed  in  thi  sede. 

Ahnyghty  Grod  thus  the  wylle  mede, 
ffor  that  good  wylle  that  thou  astdone, 

Therfore  thank  God,  in  word  and  dede, 
-     Bothe  thou  thiself,  and  Ysaac  thi  sone. 

Abraham.  A !  my  lord  God  to  wurchep  on  kne  now  I  falle ! 

I  thank  the,  Lord,  of  thi  mercy ! 
Now,  my  swete  childe,  to  Gkxl  thou  kalle, 

And  thank  we  that  Lord  now  hertyly. 
/vooc.  With  lowly  hert  to  God  I  crye, — 

I  am  his  serwant  bothe  day  and  nyght ! 
I  thank  the,  Lord,  in  hevyn  so  hyje, 

With  hert,  with  thought,  with  mayn,  with  myght ! 

Abraham.  Gramercy,  Lord,  and  kjmg  of  grace ! 

Gramercy,  Lord  over  lordys  alle  ! 
Now  my  joye  retumyth  his  trace, 

I  thank  the,  Lorde,  in  hevyn  thin  halle. 
Isaac.  Ovyr  alle  kynges  crownyd  kyng,  I  the  kalle ! 

At  thi  byddyng  to  dye  with  knyff, 
I  was  fful  buxum  evyn  as  thi  thralle ; — 
:     Lord,  now  I  thank  the,  thou  grauntyst  me  lyff. 
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Abraham.  Now  we  have  wurchepyd  oure  blyssyd  lorde, 

On  gronnde  knelyng  upon  oure  kne ; 
Now  lete  us  tweyn,  sone,  ben  of  on  acorde. 

And  goo  walke  horn  into  oure  countrd. 
Yioac  ffiidyr,  as  30  wylle,  so  xal  it  be^ 

I  am  redy  with  30W  to  gon  ; 
I  xal  30W  folwe  with  hert  fulle  fre; 
^•>  ^    Alle  that  30 bydde  me,  sone  xal  be  don. 


•     Tf 


Abraham.  Now,  Grod  alle  thyng  of  nowth  that  made, 
Evyr  wurcheppyd  he  be  cm  watyr  and  londe ! 

His  gret  honowre  may  nevyr  more  fade, 
In  felde  nor  town,  se  nor  on  sonde ! 

As  althjrng.  Lord,  thou  hast  in  honde, 
So  save  us  alle,  wher  so  we  be, — 

Whethyr  we  syttyn,  walk,  or  stonde, 

,    Evyr  on  thin  handwerke  thou  have  pyte  ! 

EapUcU. 
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He  that  made  alle  thynge  of  nought, 

Hevyn  and  erthe,  bothe  sunne  and  mone. 
Save  alle  that  his  hand  hath  wrought, 

Allemyghty  God  in  hevyn  trone  ! 
I  am  Moyses  that  make  this  bone, 

I  pray  the,  Lord  God,  with  alle  my  mende. 
To  us  inclyne  thi  mercy  gone, 

Thi  gracyous  lordchep  lete  us  fynde. 

The  to  plesyn  in  alle  degr^, 

Gracyous  God  and  Lord  ovyr  alle. 
Thou  graunte  us  grace,  wher  so  we»«e, 

And  save  us  sownd  fro  synfulle  falle. 
Thy  wylle  to  werke  to  us  thi  thralle, 

Enforme  and  teche  us  all  thi  plesans. 
In  purenesse  put  us  that  nevyr  not  falle. 

And  grounde  us  in  grace  ffrom  alle  grevauns. 

Hie  Moyses  videns  rubrum  ardentem  admirande  dicU, 

A  !  mercy,  God,  what  menyth  3on  syte  ? 

A  grene  busche  as  fyre  doth  flame. 
And  kepyth  his  colowre  fayr  and  bryghte, 

ffresche  and  grene  withowtyn  blame. 
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It  fyguryth  sumthynge  of  ryght  gret  fame, 

I  kan  not  seyn  what  it  may  be, 
I  wylle  go  nere,  in  Goddys  name, 

And  wysely  loke  thia  buache  to  se. 
Deus.  Moyses,  how  !  Moyses, 

Herke  to  me  anon  this  stounde. 
Maysea.  I  am  here,  Liorde,  withowtyn  les, 

30WTe  gracyous  wylle  to  do  I  am  bounde. 
Deu$.  Thu  take  thi  schon  anon  ful  rownde 

Of  thi  fete  in  hast,  iete  se, 
fful  holy  is  that  place  and  grownde, 

Ther  thou  dost  stonde,  I  sey  to  the. 
Moyses.  Barfoot  now  I  do  roe  make. 

And  pulle  of  my  schon  fro  my  fete  : 
Now  have  T  my  schon  of  take, 

What  is  30ur  wylle.  Lord  ?  fayn  wold  I  wete. 
Deus.  Com  nere,  Moyses,  with  me  to  mete, 

These  tabelleis  I  take  the  in  thin  honde. 
With  my  fiynger  in  hem  is  wrete 

Alle  my  lawys,  thou  undyrstonde. 

Loke  that  thou  preche  alle  abowte, 

Hoo  so  wyile  have  frenshipp  of  me. 
To  my  lawytf  loke  thei  lowte. 

That  thei  be  kept  in  alle  degr^. 
Go  forthe  and  preche  anon,  let  se, 

Loke  thou  not  ses  nyght  nor  day. 
Moyaes.  }Owr  byddyng.  Lord,  alle  wrought  xal  be, 

30ur  wylle  to  werk  I  walk  my  way. 

**  Custodi  precepta  domini  Dei  tui.''  Deutronomini  vj.**» 

The  comaundment  of  thi  Lord  God,  man,  loke  thou  kepe, 
Where  that  thou  walk,  wake,  or  slepe. 

Every  man  take  good  hede. 

And  to  my  techynge  take  good  intent ; 
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For  God  hath  sent  me  now  indede, 
30W  for  to  enforme  his  comaundment ; 

30W  to  teche  God  hath  me  sent. 
His  lawys  of  lyff  that  am  fill  wyse ; 

Them  to  lem  be  dyligent, 
30ure  soulys  may  thei  save  at  the  last  asyse. 

The  preceptes  that  taught  xal  be. 

Be  wretyn  in  these  tablys  twejm : 
In  the  fyrst  ben  wretyn  thre. 

That  towche  to  God,  this  is  serteyn. 
In  the  second  tabyl  be  wretyn  ful  pleyn. 

The  tother  vij.  that  towche  mankende  i 
Herk  now  welle,  man,  what  I  xal  seyn, 

And  prent  thise  lawys  weUe  in  thi  mende. 

Primum  mandatum.  '^  Non  habebis  Deos  alienos." 

The  fyrst  comaundement  of  God,  as  I  30W  say, 

Of  the  fyrst  tabyl  forsothe  is  this. 
Thou  xalt  have,  neythyr  nyght  nore  day. 

Noon  other  God  but  the  kyng  of  blysse. 
Undyrstonde  wele  what  menyth  this. 

Every  man  in  his  degr^, 
And  sett  nevyr  30ur  hert  amys, 

Upon  this  werdlys  vanyt^. 

ffor  if  thou  sett  thi  love  so  sore 

Upon  ryches  and  werdly  good, 
Thi  wurdly  rycches  thou  takyst  evermore 

Evyn  for  thi  God,  as  man  ovyr  wood ; 
Amend  the,  man,  and  chaunge  thi  mood, 

Lese  not  thi  sowle  for  werdlys  welthe. 
Only  hym  love  whiche  bodyly  fibod 

Doth  3eve  alle  day,  and  gostly  helthe. 
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Secundum  numdatum.    *^  Non  assumens  nomen  Dei  tui 

in  vanum/' 

The  secund  precept  of  the  fyrst  tabylle, 

The  name  of  God  take  nevyr  in  vayne, 
Swere  none  othis  be  noon  fals  fabylle, — 

The  name  of  God  thou  nevyr  dysteyn. 
Bewhare  of  othis  for  dowte  of  peyn, 

Amonges  ffelachepp  whan  thou  dost  sytt, 
A  lytyl  othe,  this  is  serteyn, 

May  dampne  thy  sowle  to  helle  pytt. 

Man,  whan  thou  art  sett  at  the  nale, 

And  hast  thi  langage  as  plesyth  the, 
Loke  thin  othis  be  non  or  smale, 

And  3ett  alwey  loke  trewe  thei  be. 
But  swere  not  oityn  by  rede  of  me, 

flTor  yf  thou  use  oftyn  tyme  to  swere, 
It  may  gendyr  custom  in  the ; 

Byware  of  custom,  ffor  he  wyl  dere. 

Tercmnmandatum,  ^^  Memento  ut  sabbatum  sanctificet.^ 

The  iij.""*  comaundment  of  God,  as  I  rede, 

Dothe  bydde  the  halwe  welle  thin  halyday, 
Kepe  the  welle  fFro  synfuUe  dede, 

And  care  not  gretly  ffor  ryche  aray. 
A  ryght  pore  man,  this  is  non  nay, 

Of  sympyl  astat  in  clothis  rent. 
May  be  bettyr  than  ryche  with  garmentes  gay, 

Oftyn  tyme  doth  kepe  this  comaundment. 

ffor  ryche  men  do  shewe  oftyntyme  pompe  and  pride, 

On  halydayes,  as  oftyn  is  sene ; 
Whan  pore  men  passe  and  go  besyde. 

At  wurthy  festys  riche  men  wolle  bene. 
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Thjm  halyday  thou  kepyst  not  dene 

In  gloteny  to  lede  thi  IjS, 
In  Goddys  hous  30  xulde  be-dene 

Honoure  your  God,  bothe  mayden  and  wyff. 

Quartum  Mandatum.    *'  Honora  patrem  tuum  et  ma- 
trem  tuam." 

Off  the  secunde  tabylle  the  fyrst  comaundment, 

And  in  the  ordyr  the  iiij.%  I  sey  in  fay. 
He  byddyth  the  evennore  with  hert  bent, 

Bothe  ffadyr  and  modyr  to  wurcbep  alway. 
Thow  that  thi  fadyr  be  pore  of  array. 

And  30W  never  so  ryche  of  golde  and  good, 
3itt  loke  thou  wurchep  hym  nyght  and  day. 

Of  whom  thou  hast  bothe  fliesche  and  blood. 

In  this  comaundmente  includyd  is 

The  bodyli  fadyr  and  modyr  also, 
Includyd  also  I  fynde  in  this, 

Thi  gostly  fadyr  and  modyr  therto. 
To  thi  gostly  ffadyr  evyr  reverens  do, 

Thi  gostly  modyr  is  holy  cherche ; 
These  tweyn  save  thi  sowle  fro  woo, 

Ever  them  to  wurchep  loke  that  thou  wercfie. 

Quintum  mandatum.     ^^  Non  occides.'* 

The  ffyfft  comaundement  byddyth  alle  us, 

Scle  no  man,  no  whight  that  thou  kylle ; 
Undyrstonde  this  precept  thus, 

Scle  no  wyght  with  wurd  nor  wylle. 
Wykkyd  worde  werkyht  oftyntyme  grett  ille. 

Be  war  therfore  of  wykkyd  langage, 
Wyckyd  speche  many  on  doth  spylle, 

Therfore  of  speche  bethe  not  owtrage. 

Sextum  mandatum,     "  Non  makaberis." 
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The  sexte  comaiindement  byddith  every  man, 

That  no  wyght  lede  no  lecherous  lay, 
fforfett  never  be  no  woman, 

Lesse  than  the  lawe  alowe  thi  play. 
Trespas  nevyr  with  wyff,  ne  may. 

With  wedow,  nor  with  non  othyr  wyght ; 
Kepe  the  cleue,  as  I  the  say, 

To  whom  thou  hast  thi  trowth  plyght. 

Septimum  mandaium,    '*  Non  furtum  facies.^ 

Do  no  thefte,  no  thynge  thou  stele, 

The  vij.'*  precept  byddyth  the  ful  sore ;  \^ 
Whylle  thou  arte  in  welthe  and  wele, 

Evylle  gett  good  loke  thou  restore. 
Off  handys  and  dede  be  trewe  evyrmore, 

ffor  yf  thin  handys  lymyd  be, 
Thou  art  but  shent,  thi  name  is  lore, 

In  ffelde  and  towne,  and  in  alle  country. 

Octavum  mandatum.   **  Non  loqueris  contra  proximum 
tuum  falsum  testimonium." 

The  viij.**  precept  thus  doth  the  bydde, 

ffals  wyttnes  loke  non  thou  here, 
The  trowthe  nevyr  more  loke  that  thou  hyde, 

With  ffals  wyttnes  no  man  thou  dere. 
Nowther  ffor  love,  ne  dred,  ne  fere, 

Sey  non  other  than  trowthe  is, 
ffals  wytnes  yf  that  thou  rere, 

A3ens  God  thou  dost  grettly  amys. 

Nonum  mandatum,    **  Non  desiderabis  uxorem  proximi 
tui,  etc." 

The  ix."  precept  of  lawe  of  lyff, 

Evyn  thus  doth  bydde  every  man, 
Desyre  not  thi  neybores  wyff, 

TAow  she  be  fayr  and  whyte  as  swan, 
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And  thi  wyff  brown ;  3itt  natt  for- than 
Thi  neybores  wyff  thou  nevyr  rejoyse, 

Kepe  the  clone,  as  evyr  thou  can, 

To  thin  owyn  wyff,  and  thin  owyn  choyse. 

Decimum  mandatum.  *'  Non  concupisces  domum 
proximi  tui,  non  servum,  non  ancillam,  non  bos,  nan 
asinum,  nee  omnia  quae  illius  sunt,  etc." 

The  x.<>«  comaundement  of  God  and  last  is  this, 

Thi  neybores  hous  desyre  thou  nowth, 
Maydon,  nor  servaunt,  nor  nowth  of  his, 

Desyre  hem  nevyr  in  wylle  nor  thowth. 
Oxe  nere  asse  that  he  hath  bought, 

Nere  no  thynge  that  longyht  hym  to, 
Godys  lawe  must  nedys  be  wrought, 

Desyre  no  thynge  thin  neybore  ffro. 

The  vj.**  comaundement  of  lechery 

Doth  exclude  the  synfuUe  dede, 
But  theys  tweyn  last  most  streytly, 

Bothe  dede  and  thought  thei  do  forbede. 
In  wylle  nere  thought  no  lechory  thou  lede, 

Thi  thought  and  wylle  thou  must  refreyn, 
AUe  thi  desyre,  as  I  the  rede, 

In  clennes  of  lyff  thiself  restreyn. 

ffrendys,  these  be  the  lawys  that  30  must  kepe, 

Therfore  every  man  sett  welle  in  mende, 
Wethyr  that  thou  do  wake  or  slope. 

These  lawys  to  leme  thou  herke  ful  hynde. 
And  Godys  grace  xal  be  thi  ffrende. 

He  socowre  and  save  30W  in  welthe  fro  woo  ! 
ffare  welle,  gode  frendys,  for  hens  wyll  I  wende. 

My  tale  I  have  taught  30W,  my  wey  now  I  goo. 

ExpUcU  Mayses^ 


VII.  THE  PROPHETS. 


Vsaias. 
I  am  the  prophete  calljrd  Isay^ 

Replett  with  Godys  grett  influens. 
And  sey  ple]mly,  be  spyiyte  of  prophecie. 

That  a  clene  mayde,  thourghe  meke  obedyens, 
Shalle  here  a  childe  whiche  xal  do  resystens 

Ageyn  foule  3abulon,  the  devyl  of  helle, 
Mannys  soule  ageyn  hym  to  defens,— - 

Opyn  in  the  felde  the  fend  he  xal  felle. 

Wherefore  I  seye  quod  virgo  concipiet 

Et  pariet  filium  nomen  Emanuel, 
Oure  lyf  for  to  save  he  xal  suffyr  dethe, 

And  bye  us  to  his  blysse  in  hevyn  for  to  dwelle 
Of  sacerdotale  lynage,  the  trewth  I  30W  telle^ 

fflesche  and  blood  to  take  God  wylle  be  borne ; 
Joye  to  man  in  erth,  and  in  hevyn  auDgelle 

At  the  chyldys  byrthe  joye  xal  make  that  mom. 

"Radix  Jesse. 
Egredietur  virga  de  radice  Jesse, 

Et  flos  de  radice  ejus  ascendet. 
A  blyssyd  braunche  xal  sprynge  of  me, 

That  xal  be  swettere  than  bawmys  brethe ; 
Oute  of  that  braunche,  in  Nazareth 

A  flowre  xal  blome  of  me,  Jesse  rote, 
The  whiche  by  grace  xal  dystroye  dethe, 

And  brynge  mankende  to  blysse  most  sote. 
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Davyd  Rex. 
I  am  David,  of  Jesse  rote^ 

The  fresche  kyng  by  naturalle  successyon. 
And  of  my  blood  xal  sprynge  oure  bote, 

As  God  hymself  hath  mad  promyssyon ; 
Of  regalle  lyff  xal  come  suche  foyson. 

That  a  clene  mayde  modyr  xal  be, 
Ageyns  the  devellys  fals  illusyon. 

With  regalle  power  to  make  man  fre. 
Jerendas  propheta. 
I  am  the  prophete  Jeremye, 

And  fulliche  acorde  in  alle  sentence 
With  kyng  David  and  with  Ysaie, 

Affermynge  pleynly  befom  this  audyens. 
That  God  of  his  highe  beny  volens. 

Of  prest  and  kynge  wylle  take  lynage, 
And  bye  us  alle  fiVom  oure  oiTens, 

In  hevyn  to  have  his  herytage. 

Salomon  Rex. 
I  am  Salamon  the  secunde  kynge. 

And  that  wurthy  temple  for  sothe  made  I, 
Whiche  that  is  fygure  of  that  mayde  3ynge, 

That  xal  be  modyr  of  grett  Messy. 
Ezechiel  propheta. 
A  vysion  of  this,  fful  veryly, 

I  E3echiel  have  had  also. 
Of  a  gate  that  sperd  was  trewly, 

And  no  man  but  a  prince  myght  therin  go. 

Roboas  Rex. 
The  iij.*«  kynge  of  the  jentylle  Jesse, 

My  name  is  knowe,  kyng  Roboas, 
Of  oure  kynrede  3itt  men  xul  se 

A  clene  mayde  trede  downe  foule  Sathanas. 
Micheas  prophet  a. 
And  I  am  a  prophete  calde  Mycheas, 

/  telle  }ou  pleynly  that  t\i>is  it  \a, 
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CBryn  lyke  ss  En  modyr  of  wo  was,      \ 
So  xal  a  majdyn  be  modyr  off  blyss.  1 
Adiat  Rex. 
I,  that  am  calde  kynge  Abiae, 

Confenne  for  trewe  tbat  yo  ban  seyd ; 
And  sey  abo  as  in  this  caa, 

Tbat  alle  ours  myrthe  comyth  of  a  mayd. 
Dattyel  propheta. 
I  prophete  Danyel  am  weUe  apayed. 

In  fyguie  <^  tbis  I  saw  a  tre ; 
Alle  the  fendys  of  belle  xalle  ben  affrayd. 
Whan  maydenys  ffnite  theron  tbei  se. 
Ata  Rex. 
\,  kynge  Am,  belere  alle  this. 

That  God  wylle  (^  a  maydyn  be  borne, 
And,  «B  to  bryngyn  to  endles  blys, 
Buly  on  rode  be  rent  and  torn. 
Jonas  prophet  a . 
I,  Jonas,  sey  that  on  the  iij.**  room 

ffro  dethe  he  xal  lyse,  thia  is  a  trewe  talle, 
Fyguiyd  in  me,  the  whicbe  longe  befora 
Lay  iij.  days  beryed  within  the  qwalle. 
Josophai  rev. 
And  I,  Joiof^t,  the  yj."  kynge  eerteyne, 
Of  Jene  rota  in  the  lenyalle  succesayon, 
Alle  that  my  progenitourii  hath  befor  me  seyn, 
ftythfiilly  beleve  withowtyn  alle  dubytacion. 
Abditu  prophets . 
I,Abdias  prophete,  make  this  protestacion, 
That  aftyr  he  is  resjn  to  lyre  onys  ajen, 
Dethe  xal  be  drevyn  to  endles  dampnacion, 
And  lyff  xal  be  grawntyd  of  paradys  fill  pleyn. 
Jorat  Rex. 
And  I,  Joras,  also  in  the  numbre  of  sefne. 
Of  Jesse  rote  kynge,  koowlycbe  that  ba 
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Afbyr  his  resurreccion  returne  xal  to  he&e, 

Bothe  God  and  verry  man  ther  endles  to  be. 
Abacucheprcpheta. 
1,  Abacuche  prophete,  holde  wde  with  the. 

Whan  he  is  resyn  he  xal  up  stye, 
In  hevyn  as  juge  sitt  in  his  se. 

Us  for  to  deme  whan  we  xal  dye. 

Ozias  Rex. 
And  I,  Ozyas^  ^T^  of  hygh  degrd, 

Spronge  of  Jesse  rote,  dare  welle  sey  this. 
Whan  he  is  gon  to  his  dygnyt^, 

He  xal  send  the  sprytt  to  his  discyplis. 

Joelle  propheta. 
And  I,  Joel,  knowe  fuUe  trewe  tliat  is, 

God  bad  me  wryte  in  prophesye. 
He  wolde  sende  downe  his  sprytt  i-wys. 

On  3onge  and  olde  ful  sekyrlye. 

Joathas  rex. 
My  name  is  knowe,  kyng  Joathan, 

The  ix.*  kynge  spronge  of  Jesse, 
Of  ray  kynrede  God  wol  be  man, 

Mankend  to  save,  and  that  joyth  me. 
Aggeus  propheta. 
With  30W  I  do  holde  that  am  prophete  Aggee, 

Com  of  the  same  hygh  and  holy  stok, 
God  of  oure  kynrede  in  dede  born  wyl  be, 

firom  the  wulf  to  save  al  shepeof  his  flok. 

Achas  rex. 
Off  Jesse  kyng  Achas  is  my  name, 

That  fedsly  wurchepyd  ydolatrye, 
Tyl  Ysaie  putt  me  in  blame. 

And  seyd  a  mayd  xulde  bere  Messye. 

Ozyas  propheta. 
Off  that  byrthe  wyttnes  bere  I, 

A  prophete  Osyas  men  me  calle. 
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And  aftyr  that  tale  of  Isaye, 

That  mayd  xal  here  Emanuelle. 

Ezechiaa  rex. 
My  name  is  knowyn,  kjrng  E3echiaSy 

The  xj."*  kyng  of  this  geneologye. 
And  say  fforsothe,  as  in  this  cas, 

A  mayde  be  mekenes  xal  brynge  mercye. 
Sqphosas  propheta. 
I  a  prophete  callyd  Sophonye^ 

Of  this  matyr  do  here  wy  ttnes. 
And  for  trowth  to  sertyfie, 

That  maydens  byrthe  oure  welthe  xal  dresse. 

Manatsea  rejp. 
Of  this  nobylle  and  wurthy  generacion. 

The  xij,  kyng  am  I  Manasses, 
Wyttnessynge  here^  be  trew  testyficacion, 

That  maydenys  childe  xal  be  prince  of  pes. 
Baruk  propheta. 
And  I,  Baruk  prophete,  conferme  wurdys  thes, 

Lford  and  prince  of  pes,  thow  that  chylde  be, 
AI  his  fomen  ageyn  hym  that  pres^ 

Ryght  a  grym  syre  at  domysday  xal  he  be. 

Amon  rex. 
Amon  kynge,  ffor  the  last  conclusyon^ 

Al  thynge  befom  seyd  fibr  trowthe  do  testyfie, 
Praynge  that  lord  of  oure  synne  remyssyon, 

At  that  dredful  day  he  us  graunt  mercye. 

Thus  we  alle  of  this  genealogye, 

Accordynge  in  on  here  in  this  place. 
Pray  that  hey3  lorde  whan  that  we  xal  dye, 

Of  his  gret  goodnesse  to  grawnt  us  his  grace  ! 

Explicit  Jesse. 
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Coniemplacio.  Cryst  conserve  this  congregacion 

Fro  perellys  past,  present,  and  future. 
And  the  personys  here  pleand,  that  the  pronunciacion 

Of  here  sentens  to  be  seyd  mote  be  sad  and  sure. 
And  that  non  oblocucyon  make  this  matere  obscure. 

But  it  may  profite  and  plese  eche  persone  present, 
ffrom  the  gynnynge  to  the  endynge  so  to  endure. 

That  Cryst  and  every  creature  with  the  conceyte  be  content. 

This  matere  here  mad  is  of  the  modyr  of  mercy, 
How  be  Joachym  and  Anne  was  here  concepcion, 

Sythe  offred  into  the  temple,  compiled  breffiy, 

Than  maryed  to  Joseph,  and  so  folwyng  the  salutacion. 

Metyng  with  Elyzabeth  and  therwith  a  conclusyon, 
In  fewe  wurdys  talkyd,  that  it  xulde  nat  be  tedyous, 

To  lernyd  nyn  to  lewd  nyn  to  no  man  of  reson, 

This  is  the  processe,  now  preserve  30W  Jhesus  ! 

Therefibre  of  pes  I  30W  pray  alle  that  ben  here  present. 

And  take  hed  to  oure  talkyn  what  we  xal  say, 
I  be-teche  30W  that  lorde  that  is  evyr  omnypotent. 
To  goveme  30W  in  goodnes,  as  he  best  may. 
In  hevyn  we  may  hym  se. 
Now  God  that  is  hevyn  kynge, 
Sende  us  alle  hese  dere  blyssynge. 
And  to  his  towre  he  mote  us  brynge. 
Amen,  flFor  charyt^  ! 
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Ysakar.  The  prestys  of  God  offre  sote  ensens     ^ 

Unto  here  God,  and  therfore  they  be  holy ;      ^ 
We  that  mynistere  here  in  Goddys  presens. 

In  us  x«ld  be  fownd  no  maner  of  flFoly. 
Ysakar,  prynce  of  prestys,  am  I, 

That  this  holyest  day  here  have  mynystracion, 
Certyfyenge  aUe  tribus  in  my  cure  specyaly. 

That  this  is  the  hyest  fest  of  oure  solenny3acion. 

This  we  fAt(^fe$tum  Encenmorumj 

The  new  ffest  of  whiche  iij.  in  the  3ere  we  exercyse ; 
Now  alle  the  kynredys  to  Jerusalem  must  cum. 

Into  the  temple  of  God  here  to  do  sacryfyse ; 
Tho  that  be  cursyd  my  dygnyt^  is  to  dysspyse. 

And  tho  that  be  blyssyd  here  holy  sacrefyse  to  take ; 
We  be  regal  sacerdocium,  it  perteyneth  us  to  be  wysse. 

Be  £EUttyng,  be  prayng,  be  almes,  and  at  du  tyme  to  wake. 

Joachym*  Now  alle  this  country  of  Galyl^, 

With  this  cetye  of  Nazareth  specyal. 
This  ffest  to  Jerusalem  must  go  we. 

To  make  sacrefyce  to  God  eternal. 
My  name  is  Joachym,  a  man  in  godys  substancyalle, 

Joachym  is  to  say,  he  that  to  God  is  redy, 
So  have  I  be  and  evyr  more  xal, 

ffor  the  dredful  domys  of  God  sore  drede  I. 


I  am  clepyd  ryghtful,  why  wole  36  se  ? 

ffor  my  godys  into  tlire  partys  I  devyde, 
On  to  the  temple  and  to  hem  that  ther  servyng  be, 

Anodyr  to  the  pylgrimys  and  pore  men  ;  the  iij.*^  ffor  hem 
wittimeabyde. 
So  xulde  every  curat  in  this  werde  wyde, 

3eve  a  part  to  his  chauncel  i-wys, 
A  part  to  his  parochoneres  that  to  povert  slyde, 

The  thryd  part  to  kepe  for  hym  and  his. 
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But,  blyssyd  wyfF  Anne,  sore  I  drede 

In  the  temple  this  tyme  to  make  sacryfice ; 
Becawse  that  no  frute  of  us  dothe  precede, 

I  fere  me  grettly  the  prest  wole  me  dysspice. 
Than  grett  slawndyr  in  the  tribus  of  us  xulde  aryse: 

But  this  I  avow  to  God,  with  alle  the  mekenes  I  can, 
3yff  of  his  mercy  he  wole  a  childe  us  devyse. 

We  xal  offre  it  up  into  the  temple  to  be  Goddys  man. 

Anna.  30ur  swemful wurdys  make  terys  trekyl  downe  be  my  fS^e, 

l-wysy  swete  husband,  the  fawte  is  in  me ; 
My  name  is  Anne,  that  is  to  sey,  grace, 

We  wete  not  how  gracyous  God  wyl  to  us  be. 
A  woman  xulde  bere  Cryst,  these  profecyes  have  we. 

If  God  send  frute  and  it  be  a  mayd  childe ; 
Withe  alle  reverens  I  vow  to  his  magest^, 

Sche  xal  be  here  foot-mayd  to  mynyster  here  most  mylde. 

Joachym.  Now  lete  be  it  as  God  wole,  ther  is  no  more, 

Tweyn  turtelys  flFor  my  sacryfice  with  me  I  take ; 
And  I  beseche,  wyff,  and  evyr  we  mete  more. 

That  hese  grett  mercy  us  meryer  mut  make. 
Anna,  For  dred  and  flFor  swem  of  30ur  wourdys  I  qwake, 

Thryes  I  kysse  30W  with  syghys  ful  sad ; 
And  to  the  mercy  of  God  mekely  1 30W  betake. 

And  tho  that  departe  in  sorwe,  God  make  ther  metyng  glad  ! 

Senior  tribus.  Worchepful  sere  Joachym,  be  3e  redy  now  ? 

Alle  3  our  kynrede  is  come  30W  to  exorte. 
That  thei  may  do  sacrifice  at  the  temple  with  30W, 

ffor  36  be  of  grett  wurchep,  as  men  30W  report. 
Joachym.  Alle  synfuUe,  seke,  and  sory,  God  mote  comforte, 

I  wolde  I  were  as  men  me  name  ! 
Thedyr  in  Goddys  name  now  late  us  alle  resorte  : 

A  Anne,  Anno,  Anne,  God  scheeld  us  fro  shame  ! 
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Jfme.  Now  am  I  left  alone,  sore  may  I  wepe, 

A,  husbond  !  ageyn  God  wel  mote  30W  brynge  ! 
And  fro  shame  and  sorwe  he  mote  30W  kepe, 

Tyl  I  se  30W  ageyn  I  kan  not  sees  of  wepynge. 
Senior,  Prynce  of  oure  prestys,  if  it  be  30ur  plesynge. 

We  be  com  mekely  to  make  our  sacrefice. 
Ysakar.  God  do  30W  mede,  bothe  elde  and  3yngey 

Than  devowtly  we  wyl  begynne  servyse. 

7%ere  they  xal  eynge  this  sequens^  ''  Benedicta  sit  beaia 
DrinUae.**  And  in  that  tyme  Ysakar  tvith  his  ministeres  eu" 
seneythe  the  autere,  and  than  thei  make  her  offryng^  and  Isaker 
seythf 

Comyth  up,  serys,  and  offeryth  alle  now, 

30  that  to  do  sacryfice  worthy  are  : 
Abyde  a  qwyle,  sere,  whedyr  wytte  thou  ? 

Thou  and  thi  wyff  am  barrany  and  bare ; 
Neyther  of  30W  ffruteful  nevyr  3ett  ware, 

Whow  durste  thou  amonge  fruteful  presume  and  abuse  ? 
It  is  a  tokyn  thou  art  cursyd  thare. 

Wherefore  with  grett  indygnacion  thin  offeryng  I  refuse ! 

Ei  refudit  sacr\ficium  Joachi. 

Amonge  alle  this  pepyl  barreyn  be  no  mo. 

Therefore  comyth  up  and  offeryth  here  alle : 
Thou,  Joachym,  I  charge  the  fast  out  the  temple  thou  go ; 

Than  with  Goddys  holy  wourde  blysse  30W  I  shalle  ! 

Et  reditflendo. 
Mimstro  catando.  Adjutorium  nostrum  in  nomine  Domini ! 
Johns.  Qui  fecit  coelum  et  terram  ! 
Minister.  Sit  nomen  Domini  beneJictum  I 
Chorus.  Ex  hoc  nunc  et  usque  in  sseculum  ! 
Episcopus.  Benedicat  vos  divina  majestas  et  una  deitas, 
Pater,  et  Fllius,  et  Spiritus  Sanctus !     Chorus,  Amen. 

Signando  manu  cum  cruce  solenniier,  et  recedant  iribus  ex(ra 
iev^bffn. 
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Now  of  God  and  man  blyssyd  be  30  alle, 

Homward  a3en  now  returne  30, 
And  in  this  temple  abyde  we  xalle, 

To  servyn  God  in  Tnnyt6* 

Joachym.  A  !  mercyfful  Lord,  what  is  this  lyff  ? 

What  have  I  do,  Lorde,  to  have  this  blame  ? 
ffor  hevynes  I  dare  not  go  hom  to  my  wyff. 

And  amonge  my  neybores  I  dare  not  abyde  ffor  shame. 
A  Anne  1  Anne  !  Anne  !  al  oure  joye  is  tumyd  to  grame, 

ffrom  30ur  blyssyd  ffelacheppe  I  am  now  exilyd. 
And  3e  here  onys  of  this  ffowle  fame, 

Sorwe  wyl  sle  30W  to  se  me  thus  revylyd. 

But  i^on  God  soferyth  thys  us  must  sofron  nede, 

Now  wyl  I  go  to  my  shepherdys  and  with  hem  abyde. 
And  ther  evyrmore  levyn  in  sorwe  and  in  drede, 

Shame  makyth  many  man  his  hed  for  to  hyde. 
Ha  1  how  de  3e,  felas  ?  in  30W  is  lytel  pryde, 

How  fare  3e  and  my  bestys  ?  this  wete  wolde  I  veryly. 
Primus  pastor.  A !  welcome  hedyr  !  blyssyd  mayster,  we  pas- 
ture hem  ful  wyde. 

They  be  lusty  and  fayr  and  grettly  multyply. 
How  do  3e,  mayster  ?  36  loke  al  hevyly ! 

How  dothe  oure  dame  at  hom  ?  S3rtt  she  and  sowyht  ? 
Joachym.  To  here  the  speke  of  here  it  slejrth  mjm  hert  veryly, 

How  I  and  sche  doth,  God  hymself  knowythe  ! 
The  meke  God  lyftjth  up,  the  proude  over-throwyht, 

Go  do  what  3e  lyst;  se  30ur  bestys  not  stray. 
Secundus  pastor.  Aftere  grett  sorwe,  mayster,  evyr  gret  grace 
growyht ; 

Sympyl  as  we  kan,  we  xal  for  30W  pray. 
Tertius  Pastor.  3  a,  to  pray  ffor  careful  it  is  grett  nede. 

We  alle  wul  prey  ffor  30W  knelende, 

God  of  his  goodnes  send  30W  good  spede. 

And  of  jour  sorwe  30W  sone  amende ! 
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Joachym.  I  am  nott  wurthy,  Lord,  to  loke  up  to  hefne  ! 

My  synful  steppys  anvempnyd  the  grounde ; 
I  loth  folest  that  levyth  thou,  Lord,  hyest  in  thi  setys  sefne* 

What  art  thou ,  Lord  ?  what  am  I  wrecche  werse  than  an  hownde  ? 
Thou  hast  sent  me  shame  whiche  myn  hert  doth  wounde ; 

I  thank  the  more  herefore  than  for  alle  my  prosperity  : 
This  is  a  tokyn  thou  lovest  me, — ^now  to  the  I  am  bounde ; 

Thou  seyst  thou  art  with  hem  that  in  tribulacion  be. 

And  ho  so  have  the,  he  nedjrth  not  care  thanne ; 

My  sorwe  is  feryng  I  have  do  sum  offens 
Pnnchyth  me,  Lorde,  and  spare  my  blyssyd  wyff  Anne, 

That  syttyth  and  sorwyth  ful  sore  of  myn  absens  ! 
Ther  is  not  may  profyte  but  prayour  to  30ur  presens  ; 

M^th  prayores  prostrat  byfore  thi  person  I  wepe ; 
Have  mende  on  oure  avow,  for  30ur  meche  magnyficens. 

And  my  lovyngest  wyff  Anne,  Lord,  for  thi  mercy  kepe ! 

Anna,  A  !  mercy,  Lord !  mercy  1  mercy  1  mercy  ! 

We  are  synfolest ;  it  shewyth  that  36  send  us  alle  this  sorwe  : 
Why  do  36  thus  to  myn  husbond,  Lord  ?  why,  why,  why  ? 

For  my  barynes  he  may  amend  this  thiself  and  thou  lyst  to  morwe. 
And  it  plese  so  thi  mercy,  the,  my  Lord,  I  take  to  borwe, 

I  xal  kepe  myn  avow  qwyl  I  leve  and  leste, 
I  fere  me  I  have  offendyd  the  ;  myn  hert  is  ful  of  sorwe : 

Most  mekely  I  pray  thi  pety,  that  this  bale  thou  wyl  breste. 

Here  the  aungel  descendith  the  hefne  synffyng, 
'^  Exultet  coelum  laUdilms! 
ResuUet  terra  gaudiis ! 
Archangelorum  gloria 
Sacra  canunt  solemnia.*' 

Joaehym.  Qwhat  art  thou,  in  Goddys  name,  that  makyst  me 
adrad? 
It  is  as  lyth  abowt  me  as  al  the  werd  were  fere. 
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AngehtB.  I  am  an  aungel  of  God  come  to  make  tiie  glad ! 

God  is  plesyd  with  thin  hebnet,  and  hath  herd  thi  prajere ; 
He  seyth  thi  shame,  thi  repreff,  and  thi  terys  cler  : 

God  is  a  vengere  of  synne,  and  not  natme  doth  lotlie  I 
Who6  wombe  that  he  sparyth  and  makyth  barreyn  her^ 

He  doth  to  shewe  his  myth  and  his  mercy  bothe  ! 

Thu  seest  that  Sara  was  nynty  ^er  bareyn, 

Sche  had  a  smi  Ysaac,  to  whom  God  ^aff  his  blyssynge ; 
Rachel  also  had  the  same  peyn. 

She  had  a  son  Joseph,  that  of  Egypt  was  kynge. 
A  strongere  than  Sampson  nevyr  was  be  wrytynge. 

Nor  an  holyere  than  Samuel,  it  is  seyd  thus ; 
3ett  here  moderes  were  bareyn  bothe  in  the  gynnynge ; 

The  concepcion  of  alle  swyche,  it  is  fill  mervelyous. 

And  in  the  lyke  wyse  Anne,  that  blyssyd  wyff, 

Sche  xal  bere  a  childe  xal  hygthe  Mary, 
Whiche  xal  be  blyssyd  in  here  body  and  have  joys  ffyff. 

And  fful  of  the  Holy  Goost  inspyred  syngulyrly. 
Sche  xal  be  ofiryd  into  the  temple  solemply, 

Tliat  of  here  non  evyl  Same  xuld  spiynge  thus. 
And  as  sche  xal  be  bore  of  a  barrany  body, 

So  of  here  xal  be  bore  without  nature  Jhesus, 

That  xal  be  savyour  unto  al  mankende  ! 

In  tokyn,  whan  thou  come  to  Jherusalem,  to  the  gyldyn  gate. 
Thou  xalt  mete  Anne  thi  wyfF,  have  this  in  thi  mende  ; 

I  xal  sey  here  the  same  here  sorwys  to  rebate. 
Joachym,  Of  this  incomparabyl  comfort  I  xal  nevyr  forgete 
the  date, 

My  sorwe  was  nevyr  so  grett,  but  now  my  joy  is  more ; 
I  xal  hom  in  hast,  be  it  nevyr  so  late. 

A,  Anne !  blyssyd  be  that  body  of  the  xal  be  bore ! 
Now  farewel,  myn  shepherdys,  governe  30W  now  wysly. 
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Primus  pastor.  Have  30  good  tydynges,  maysterf  than  we  be 
glad!     . 
Joackym.  Prayse  God  for  me,  for  I  am  not  wourthy  ! 

Secimdus  pastor.  In  ieyth,  sere,  80  we  xal  with  alle  oure 
sowlys  sad. 
Tertius  pastor.  I  holde  it  helpfful  that  on  of  us  with  30W  be  had. 
Joachym.  Nay,  abyde  with  30ur  bests,  sone,  in  Goddys  blys- 
synge. 
Primus  pastor.  We  xal  make  us  so  mery  now  this  is  be-stad, 
That  a  myle  on  30ur  wey  30  xal  here  us  synge. 

Anne.  Alas  !  ffor  myn  husbond  me  is  ful  wo, 

I  xal  go  seke  hym  what  so  evjrr  be^falle ; 
I  wote  not  in  erth  whiche  wey  is  he  go, 

ffadyr  of  hefne,  Sot  mercy  to  your  fiete  I  falle. 
Angelas.  Anne,  thin  husbond  ryght  now  I  was  with-alle. 

The  aungel  of  God,  that  bare  hym  good  tydynge, 
And  as  I  seyd  to  hym  so  to  the  sey  I  xal, 

Gtxi  hath  herd  thi  preyour  and  thi  wepynge. 

At  the  goldyn  gate  thou  xalte  mete  hym  ful  mylde, 

And  in  grett  gladnes  retume  to  30ur  hous ; 
So  be  proces  thou  xalt  conseyve  and  here  a  childe, 

Whiche  xalt  hyght  Mary,  and  Mary  xal  here  Jhesus, 
Whiche  xal  be  Savyour  of  alle  the  werd  and  us,— 

Aitere  grett  sorwe  evyr  grett  glculnes  is  had  ! 
Now  myn  inbasset  I  have  seyd  to  30W  thus, 

Gooth  in  oure  Lordys  name,  and  in  God  beth  glad  ! 

Anne.  Now  blyssyd  be  oure  Lorde  and  alle  his  werkys  ay  ! 

Alle  heffne  and  erthe  mut  blysse  30W  for  this  ! 
I  am  so  joyful  I  not  what  I  may  say  ! 

Ther  can  no  tounge  telle  what  joye  in  me  is  ! 
I  to  here  a  childe  that  xal  here  alle  mannys  blyss. 

And  have  myn  hosbonde  ageyn  3  ho  mythe  have  joys  more  ? 
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No  creature  in  erthe  is  grauntyd  more  mercy  i-wys ! 
I  xal  hy3e  me  to  the  3ate  to  be  iber  before. 

Here  goth  the  aungel  a^en  to  h^fne. 

A  !  blyssyd  be  our  Lord !  myn  husbond  I  se. 

I  xalle  on  myn  knes  and  to  hym-ward  crepe. 
Jottchym,  A !  gracyous  wyff  Anne,  now  frutefull  xal  be  be  i 

ffor  joy  of  this  metyng  in  my  sowle  I  wepe ; 
Have  this  kusse  of  clennesse  and  with  30W  it  kepe. 

In  Goddys  name  now  go  we,  wyff,  hom  to  our  hous. 
Anne,  Ther  was  nevyr  joy  sank  in  me  so  depe. 

Now  may  we  say,  husbond,  God  is  to  us  gracyous. 
Verily. 
Joachym.  3a,  and  if  we  have  levyd  wel  here  before, 
I  pray  the,  Lord,  thin  ore. 
So  mote  we  levyn  evyr  more. 

And  be  thi  grace  more  holyly. 

Anne,  Now  horn-ward,  husbond,  I  rede  we  gon, 

Ryth  hom  al  to  our  place, 
To  thank  God  that  sytt  in  trone, 

That  thus  hath  sent  us  his  grace. 


IX.  MARY  IN  THE  TEMPLE. 


Coniemplaeio.  Sovereynes,  36  ban  sen  shewyd  30W  before. 

Of  Joachym  and  Anne  here  botberes  holy  metynge, 
How  our  lady  was  conseyvid,  and  how  she  was  bore ; 

We  passe  ovyr  that,  breffnes  of  tyme  consyderynge. 
And  how  our  lady,  in  here  tendyr  age  and  3yng, 

Into  the  temple  was  offryd,  and  so  forthe  proced. 
This  sentens  sayd  xal  be  hire  begynnyng, 

Now  the  Modyr  of  mercy  in  this  be  our  sped ! 

And  as  a  childe  of  iij.  3  ere  age  here  she  xal  appere, 

To  alle  pepyl  that  ben  here  present, 
And  of  here  grett  grace  now  xal  36  here, 
How  she  levyd  evyr  to  Goddys  entent 
With  grace. 
That  holy  matere  we  wole  declare, 
Tyl  ffortene  3ere  how  sche  dyd  fiare ; 
Now  of  30ur  speche  I  pray  30W  spare, 
Alle  that  ben  in  this  place. 

Here  Joachym  and  Anne,  with  oure  lady  betwen  hemj  beyng 
al  in  whyte  as  a  childe  of  nj.  ^ere  agCy  presente  here  into  the 
temple,  thue  eeyng  Joachym^ 

Joachym.  Blyssyd  be  oure  Lord,  fiayr  ffrute  have  we  now ! 

Anne,  wyff,  i«nembyr  wole  je, 
That  we  made  to  God  an  holy  avow. 

That  oure  fyrst  childe  the  servaunt  of  God  xulde  be  ! 
The  age  of  Mary  oure  dowtere  is  3ere8  thre, 

Therfore  to  thxe  personys  and  on  God  lete  us  here  present; 
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The  3onger  she  be  drawyn  the  bettyr  semyth  me, 

And  for  teryeng  of  our  avow  of  God  we  myth  be  shent  i 
Anne.  It  is  as  3e  say,  husbond^  indede, 

Late  us  take  Mary  our  dowter  us  betwen, 
And  to  the  temple  with  here  procede : 

Dowtere,  the  aungel  tolde  us  ^e  xulde  be  a  qwen  ! 
Wole  3e  go  se  that  lord  30ur  husbond  xal  ben, 

And  lerne  for  to  love  hym  and  lede  with  hym  30ur  lyf  ? 
Telle  30ur  ffadyr  and  me  her,  30ur  answere  let  sen ; 

Wole  36  be  pure  maydyn  and  also  Goddys  wyff  ? 
Maria,  fiadyr  and  modyr,  if  it  plesynge  to  30W  be, 

3e  han  mad  3our  avow,  so  ssothly  wole  I, 
To  be  Goddys  chast  servaunt  whil  lyff  is  in  me. 

But  to  be  Goddys  wyff  I  was  nevyr  wurthy ; 
I  am  the  sympelest  that  evyr  was  born  of  body. 

I  have  herd  30W  seyd  God  xulde  have  a  modyr  swete. 
That  I  may  leve  to  se  hire,  God  graunt  me  for  his  mercy. 

And  abyl  me  to  ley  my  handys  undyrhire  fayr  fete. 

Et  genuflectet  ad  Deum. 

Joachym,  I-wys,  dowtere,  it  is  wel  seyd, 

3e  answere  and  30  were  twenty  3  ere  olde. 
Anne.  Whith  3our  speche,  Mary,  I  am  wel  payd. 

Can  36  gon  alone  ?  lett  se  beth  bolde. 
Maria.  To  go  to  Goddys  hous  wole  30  now  beholde, 

I  am  joyful  thedyrward,  as  I  may  be. 
Joachym.  Wyff,  I  ryght  joyful  oure  dowter  to  beholde. 
Anne.  So  am  I  wys,  husbond ;  now  in  Goddys  name  go  we  ! 
Joachym.  Sere,  prince  of  prestes,  and  it  plese  30W, 

We  that  were  barreyn  God  hath  sent  a  childe, 
To  offre  here  to  Goddys  service  we  mad  oure  avow, 

Here  is  the  same  mayde,  Mary  most  mylde. 
Isakar.  Joachym,  I  have  good  mende  how  I  30W  revyled, 

I  am  ryght  joyful  that  God  hath  30ve  30W  this  grace. 
To  be  amonge  fruteful  now  be  30  reconsylid, 
^me,  swete  Mary,  come,  30  have  a  gtaic^ow'^  faoe  i 
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Joachymflectendo  ad  Dewn^  sic  dicens, 
JoacAym.  Now,  ffadyr,  and  Sone,  and  Holy  Gost, 

On  God  and  personys  thre  ! 
We  offre  to  the,  Lorde  of  myghtes  most, 

Oure  dowtere  thi  servaunt  evyr  more  to  be ! 
Anna.  Ther-to  most  bounde  evyr  more  be  we  : 

Mary,  in  this  holy  place  leve  30W  we  xalle ; 
In  Goddys  name  now  up  go  36  ! 

Oure  fiulyr,  oure  prest,  lo  !  doth  30W  calle. 
Maria.  Modyr,  and  it  plese  30W,  fyrst  wole  I  take  my  leve 

Of  my  fadyr  and  jow  my  modyr  i-wys ; 
I  have  a  fadyr  in  hefne,  this  I  beleve. 

Now,  good  £fadyr,  with  that  fadjrr  36  me  blysse  ! 
Joachym.  In  nomine  Patris  et  fllii  et  Spiritus  Sancti ! 
Maria.  Amen  !  Now  je,  good  modyr. 
Anne,  In  nomine  Patris  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sancti ! 
ia.  Amen ! 
ta.  Now,  oure  Lord,  thank  30W  for  this ! 

Here  is  my  fadyr  and  my  modyr  bothe, 
Most  mekely  I  beseche  I  may  jow  kys ; — 

Now  for3eve  me  yf  evyr  I  made  30W  wrothe  ! 

Et  expkxendo  osculabii  pairem  et  matrem. 

Joackym,  Nay,  dowtere,  3e  offendyd  nevyr  God  nor  man  ; 

Lovyd  be  that  lord  30W  so  doth  kepe  ! 
Anne.  Swete  dowtyr,  thynk  on  30ur  modyr  An, 

30ur  swemynge  smytyht  to  myn  hert  depe. 
Maria,  ffadyr  and  modyr,  I  xal  pray  for  30W  and  wepe, 

To  God  with  al  myn  herl  specyaly ; 
Blysse  me  day  and  nyght  evyr  her  30  slepe, 

Good  fiadjrr  and  modyr,  and  be  mery. 
Joachym.  A  !  ho  had  evyr  suche  a  chylde  ? 

Nevyr  creature  3it  that  evyr  was  bore  ! 
Sche  is  so  gracyous,  she  is  so  mylde, — 

So  xulde  childyr  to  fadyr  and  modyr  evyr  more. 


82  COVENTRY  MYSTERIES. 

Anne.  Than  xulde  thei  be  blyssyd  and  plese  God  sore  ! 

Husbond,  and  it  plese  30W  not  hens  go  we  xal, 
Tyl  Mary  be  in  the  temple  above  thore, 

I  wold  not  for  al  erthe  se  here  fal. 
Episcopus.  Come,  gode  Mary,  come,  babe,  I  the  calle  j 

Thi  pas  pratyly  to  this  plas  pretende, 
Thou  xalt  be  the  dowtere  of  God  eternalle, 

If  the  fyftene  grees  thou  may  ascende  ; 
It  is  meracle  if  thou  do ;  now  God  the  dyffende  1 

ffrom  Babylony  to  hevynly  Jherusalem  this  is  the  way ; 
Every  man  that  thynk  his  lyf  to  amende, 

The  fyftene  psalmys  in  memorye  of  this  mayde  say, 
Maria  1 

Maria!  etsicddncqfsnsqueadjinemquindedmpsalmonim. 

The  fyrst  degr^  gostly  applyed. 

It  is  holy  desyre  with  God  to  be. 
In  trobyl  to  God  I  have  cryed. 

And  in  sped  that  lord  bath  herde  me. 

Ad  Dominum  cum  tribuktrer  clamavi,  et  eopoudivU  me. 

The  secunde  is  stody  with  meke  inquysissyon  veryly, 
How  I  xal  have  knowynge  of  Godys  wylle. 

To  the  mownteynes  of  hefne  I  have  lyfte  myn  ey, 
ffrom  qwens  xal  comyn  helpe  me  tylle. 

Levavi  oculos  meos  in  monteSy  unde  veniat  auxUium  mihi. 

The  thrydde  is  gladnes  in  mende  in  hope  to  be, 

That  we  xalle  be  savyd  alle  thus ; 
I  am  glad  of  these  tydynges  ben  seyd  to  me, — 

Now  xal  we  go  into  Goddys  hous. 

Lcetatus  sum  in  hiiSj  quce  dicta  sunt  miM :  in  domum  Do- 
mini  ibimus. 

The  fourte  is  meke  obedyence,  as  is  dette. 
To  hym  that  is  above  the  planetes  sefne ; 
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To  the  I  have  myn  eyn  sette. 
That  dwellys  above  the  skyes  in  befbe  ! 

Jd  ie  leif&m  oeulos  mea$,  qui  haUias  m  e^dk. 

The  ffyfte  is  propyr  confessyon. 

That  we  be  nought  withowth  God  thus ; 
But  God  in  us  have  habytaeion, 

Peraventure  oure  eaemyee  shulde  swelle  us. 

iVttf  ^tM  Domktw  erai  in  noUs^  dicat  mmc  Israel:  niH 
quia  Dominus  erat  in  nobis. 

The  sexte  is  confidens  in  Goddys  strenght  alon, 
ffor  of  alle  grace  from  hym  comyth  the  strem  : 

They  that  trust  in  God,  as  the  mownt  Syon, 

He  zal  not  be  steryd  endles^  that  dwellyth  in  Jherusalem. 

Qui  cofifidunt  in  Domino^  sicut  mans  Syon^  mm  commove- 
Intur  in  €Btemumj  qtd  habitat  in  Hierusalem, 

The  sefte  is  undowteful  hope  of  immortalytd, 

In  oure  Lorde  is  as  gracy  and  mercy ; 
Whan  oure  Lord  convertyth  oure  captivity. 

Than  are  we  mad  as  joyful  mery. 

In  convertendo  damus  captivitaiem  Syon :  facti  sutnus  sicut 
consolati. 

The  eyted  is  contempt  of  veyn  glory  in  us, 
ffor  hym  that  al  mankende  hath  multyplyed ; 

But  yf  oure  Lord  make  here  oure  hous, 

They  an  laboryd  in  veyn  that  it  have  edyfied. 

Nisi  Dominus  €sdificaverit  domum^  in  vanum  laboraveruni 
qui  isdificant  earn. 

The  nynte  is  a  childely  for  in  dede. 

With  a  longyng  love  in  oure  Lorde  that  ay  is ; 

g2 
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Blyssyd  am  alle  they  that  God  drede, 
Whiche  that  gon  in  his  holy  weys. 

Beati  omnes,  qui  timeni  Dominum^  qui  andndani  in  viu  ejus. 

The  tende  is  myghty  soferauns  of  carnal  temptacion, 
ffor  the  fleschly  syghtes  ben  fers  and  fel ; 

Ofle  30ughe  is  flTowtbe  with  with  sueche  vexaci(»iy 
Than  seynge  Crod  say,  so  clepyd  IsraeL 

Scepe  eapugnaverufU  me  ajuventute  mea^  diced  nunc  IsraeL 

The  elefnte  is  accusatyff  confessyon  of  iniquit^^ 

Of  whiche  ful  noyous  is  the  noyis  | 
Fro  depnes,  Ix)rd,  I  have  cryed  to  the  ! 

Lord,  here  in  sped  my  sympyl  voys  1 

De  profundus  clamavi  ad  te,  Domine!  Dammed  exawR 
vocem  meam  ! 

The  twelfte  is  mekenes,  that  is  fajrr  and  softe. 
In  mannys  sowle  withinne  and  withowte ; 

Lord,  myn  herte  is  not  heyved  on  loile, 
Nyn  myn  eyn  be  not  lokynge  abowte. 

Dominey  non  est  exaltatum  cor  meumj  neque  elati  sunt  ocnli 
mei. 

The  threttene  is  ffeyth  therwith. 

With  holy  dedys  don  expresse  ; 
Have  mende,  Lorde  of  Davyth, 

And  of  alle  his  swettnes  ! 

Memento^  Domine^  Davidy  et  omnis  tnansuetudinis  efus. 

The  ffourtene  is  brothyrly  Concorde  i-wys, 

That  norchych  love  of  creatures  echon ; 
Se  how  good  and  how  glad  it  is, 

Bretheryn,  ffor  to  dwelle  in  on. 

Ecce  quam  bonuiUy  et  quamjocundum  hMtare  fratres  in  unum. 


I 
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The  fyftene  is  gracyous  with  on  acorde, 
Whiche  is  syne  of  Godly  love,  semy th  me ; 

Se  DOW  blysse,  oure  Lorde, 

Alle  that  oure  lordys  servauntes  be. 

Ecee  nunc,  beneficUe  Dominum,  omnea  servi  Domini ! 

EpiicopUB.  A !  gracyous  Lord,  this  is  a  mervelyous  thynge, 

Tliat  we  se  here  alle  in  syght, 
A  babe  of  thre  3er  age  so  jynge, 

To  come  up  these  greeys  so  up  ryght ; 
It  is  an  hey  meracle,  and  by  Goddys  myght 

No  dowth  of  she  xal  be  gracyous. 
Maria.  Holy  £fadyr,  I  beseche  30W  forthe  ryght, 

Sey  how  I  xal  be  rewlyd  in  Goddys  hous. 

EpUccfnu.  Dowtere,  God  hath  jovyn  us  commaundementes 
ten, 

Whiche  shortely  to  say  be  comprehendyd  in  tweyn^ 
And  tho  must  be  kept  of  alle  Crysten  men^ 

Or  ellys  here  jugement  is  perpetual  peyn. 
je  must  love  God  severeynly  and  30ur  evyn  Crystyn  pleyn, 

God  fyrsst  ffor  his  hy3  and  sovereyn  dygnyt^ : 
He  lovyd  30W  fyrst,  love  hym  ageyn, 

ffor  of  love  to  his  owyn  lyknes  he  made  the» 

Love  ffadjrr,  Sone,  and  Holy  Gost  I 

Love  God  the  Fadjrr,  ffor  he  gevyth  myght ; 
Love  God  the  Sone,  ffor  he  gevyth  wysdom  thou  west ; 

Love  God  the  Holy  Gost,  ffor  he  gevyth  love  and  lyght. 
Thre  personys  and  on  God  thus  love  bf  ryght. 

With  alle  thin  hert,  with  alle  thi  sowle,  with  alle  thi  mende, 
And  with  alle  the  strenghthis  in  the  be  dyght, 

Than  love  thin  evyn  Crystyn  as  thiself  withowtyn  ende» 

Thu  xalt  hate  nothynge  but  the  devyl  and  synue : 
God  byddyth  the  lovyn  thi  bodyly  enmy ; 


86  COVENTRY  MYSTERIES. 

And  as  for  30urself  here,  thus  xal  30  begynne, — 

39  must  serve  and  wurchep  God  here  dayly ; 
ffor  what  pray3er  with  grace  and  mercy, 

Sethe  have  a  resonable  tyme  to  fede, 
Thanne  to  have  a  labour  bodyly. 

That  therin  be  gostly  and  bodely  mede. 
30ur  abydynge  xal  be  with  30ur  maydenys  ffyve, 

Whyche  tyme  as  36  wole  have  consolacion. 
Maria.  This  lyff  me  lyketh  as  my  lyve : 

Of  her  namys  I  beseche  30W  to  have  informacion, 
Episcopus.  There  is  the  fyrst  Meditacion, 

Contryssyon,  Compassyon,  and  Clennes, 
And  that  holy  mayde  Fruyssyon : 

With  these  blyssyd  maydenes  xal  be  30ur  besynes. 
Maria.  Here  is  an  holy  ffelachepp,  I  fele 

I  am  not  wurthy  amonge  hem  to  be  : 
Swete  systeres,  to  30W  alle  I  knele, 

To  recey ve,  I  beseche,  30ur  charyt^. 
Episcopus.  They  xal,  dowtere,  and  on  the  tothere  syde  se, 

Ther  ben  sefne  prestys  indede. 
To  schryve,  to  teche,  and  to  mynystryn  to  the, 

To  lerne  the  Goddys  lawys  and  Scrypture  to  rede. 
Maria.  fFadyr,  knew  I  here  namys,  wele  were  I. 

Episcopus,    Ther  is  Dyscressyon,  Devocion,  Dylexcion, 
and  Deliberacion, — 
They  xal  tende  upon  30W  besyly ; 

With  Declaracion,  Determynacion,  Dy vynacion ; 
Now  go  39,  maydenys,  to  30ur  occupacion. 

And  loke  3e  tende  this  childe  tendjrrly ; 
And  30,  serys,  knelyth,and  I  xal  gyve  30W  Goddys  benyson. 

In  nomine  Patris  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sancti ! 

Et  recedent    cum  ministris  suis   omnes  virgineSj  dicenies 
"  Jmenr 

To  30W,  fFadyr  and  modyr,  I  me  comende, 
Blyssyd  be  the  tyme  39  me  hedyr  brought. 
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Joackym.  Dowtere,  the  ffadere  of  oure  feyth  the  mot  defende, 

As  he  of  his  myght  made  alle  thynge  of  nowth. 
Awne.  Mary,  to  the  sowle  solas  he  sende. 

In  whos  wysdam  alle  this  werd  was  wrought  1 
Go  we  now  hens^  husbonde  so  hende. 

For  owth  of  care  now  are  we  brought. 

Hie  Joachim  et  Anna  recedeni  dofnum. 
Maria.  Be  the  Holy  Gost  at  horn  be  30  brought, 

Systeres  fad  vkrgtHes)  30  may  go  do  what  36  xalle, 
To  serve  God  fyrst  here  is  al  my  thought, 

Befom  this  holy  awtere  on  my  knes  I  fieJle  1 

Lord,  sefiie  petycions  I  beseche  30W  of  here, 

£Fyrst  that  I  may  kepe  thi  love  and  thi  lawe ; 
The  secunde  to  lovyn  myn  evyn  Crystyn  as  myself  dere ; 

The  thrydde  from  alle  that  thou  hatyst  me  to  withdrawe ; 
The  fourte  alle  vertuys  to  thi  plesauns  knawe ; 

The  fyfte  to  obey  the  ordenaryes  of  the  temple  echeon ; 
The  sexte,  and  that  alle  pepyl  may  serve  the  with  awe. 

That  in  this  holy  tempyl  fawte  be  non. 

The  sefnte,  Lord,  I  haske  with  grett  flfere. 

That  I  may  se  onys  in  my  ly  ve. 
That  lady  that  xal  Goddys  sone  here. 

That  I  may  serve  here  with  my  wyttes  fy ve. 
If  it  plese  30W,  and  ellys  it  is  not  therwith  to  stryve, 

With  prayers  prostrat  ffor  these  gracys  I  wepe : 
O,  my  God  I  devocion  depe  in  me  dryve. 

That  my  hert  may  wake  in  the,  thow  my  body  slepe. 

Here  the  aungel  brynffyih  manna  in  a  cotvpe  of  gold  lyke  to 
cmfecdofnSj  the  hefne  syngynge^  the  aungel  seyth^ 

Merveyle  not,  mekest  maydone,  of  my  mynystracion, 
I  am  a  good  aungel  sent  of  God  alle- myght, 

With  aungelys  mete  ffor  3  our  sustentacion, 
30  to  receive  it  ffor  iiatujial  myght ; 
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We  aungellys  xul  serve  30W  day  and  nyght : 

Now  fede  30W  therwith  in  Goddys  name. 
We  xal  lerne  30W  the  lyberary  of  oure  Lordys  lawe  lyght, 

fFor  my  sawys  in  30W  shewyth  sygn^^s  of  shame. 
Maria,  To  thank  oure  soveryen  Lord  not  sufHcyth  my  mende, 

I  xal  fede  me  of  this  fode  my  Lord  hath  me  sent ; 
Alle  maner  of  savowres  in  this  mete  I  fynde, 

I  felt  nevyr  non  so  swete  ner  so  redolent. 
Angelus,  Eche  day  therwith  3e  xal  be  content ; 

Aunge  alle  howrys  xal  to  30W  apere. 
Maria,  Mercy,  my  makere,  how  may  this  be  ment  ? 

I  am  the  sympelest  creature  that  is  levynge  here. 
Angelua.  In  30ur  name  Maria  fiyve  letterys  we  han,— 

M.  Mayde  most  mercyfuUe  and  mekest  in  mende ; 
A.  Averte  of  the  anguysche  that  Adam  began  ; 

R.  Regina  of  regyon  reyneng  withowtyn  ende; 
L  Innocent  be  influens  of  Jesses  kende ; 

A.  Advoeat  most  autentyk  3our  autecer  Anna^ 
Hefne  and  helle  here  kneys  down  bende. 

Whan  this  holy  name  of  30W  is  seyd,  Mabia. 
Maria,  I  qwake  grettly  ffor  dred  to  here  this  comendacion  ! 

Good  swete  aungel,  why  wole  36  sey  thus? 
Auvgelle,  ffor  30  xal  hereaftere  have  a  salutacion, 

That  xal  this  excede,  it  is  seyd  amonge  us ; 
The  Deyti^  that  dede  xal  determyn  and  dyscus, 

36  xal  nevyr,  lady,  be  lefte  here  alone. 
Maria,  I  crye  the  mercy,  Lorde,  and  thin  erthe  cus, 

Recomendyng  me  to  that  Godhyd  that  is  tryne  in  trone. 

Hie  osctilet  terram.  Here  xal  comyn  alwey  an  aungel  with 
dyvers  present es^  goynge  and  comynge,  and  in  the  tyme  thei  xal 
synge  in  hefne  this  hympne,  ^'  Jhem  corona  virginum,"  And 
after  ther  comyth  a  minister  fro  the  buschop  with  a  present  and 
seyth^ 

Minister.  Pry  nee  of  oure  prestes,  Ysakare  be  name, 
He  hath  sent  30W  hymself  his  servyce  in  dede ; 
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And  bad  30  xulde  fiede  30W  spare  for  no  shame. 

In  this  tjrme  of  mete  no  lenger  3e  rede, 
Maria,  Recomende  me  to  my  fadyr,  sere,  and  God  do  hym 
mede. 

These  vesselys  a3en  sone  I  xal  hym  sende ; 
I  xal  here  it  my  systeres,  I  trowe  thei  have  more  nede, 

Goddys  foyson  is  evyr  to  his  servauntes  hendyr  than  we 
wende. 
Systeres,  oure  holy  fiadyr  Isakare 

Hath  sent  us  hese  servyce  here  ryght  now  ; 
fiede  30W  therof  hertyly,  I  pray  30W  nat  spare. 

And  if  owght  beleve,  specyaly  I  pray  30W, 
That  the  pore  men  the  relevys  ther  of  have  now ; 

fiayn  and  I  myth  I  wolde  do  the  dedys  of  mercy  ; 
Pore  ffblk  fiaryn  God  knowyth  how. 

On  hem  evyr  I  have  grett  pety. 

Coniemplacio.  Lo  1  sofreynes  here  3e  have  seyn, 

In  the  temple  of  oure  ladyes  presentacion, 
She  was  nevyr  occapyed  in  thynges  veyn, 

But  evyr  besy  in  holy  ocupacyon ; 
And  we  beseche  30W  of  30iure  pacyens, 

That  we  pace  these  materes  so  lythly  away, 
If  thei  xulde  be  do  with  good  prevydens, 

Eche  on  wolde  suffyce  ffbr  an  hoole  day. 
Now  xal  we  procede  to  here  dissponsacion, 

Whiche  aftere  this  was  xiiij.  3ere, 
Tyme  sufficyth  not  to  make  pawsacion, 

Hath  pacyens  with  us,  we  beseche  30W  here, 
And  in  short  spas. 
The  parlement  of  hefne  sone  xal  36  se, 
And  how  Goddys  sone  come  man  xal  he, 
And  how  the  salutacion  aftere  xal  be, 

Be  Goddys  holy  gras. 
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Tunc  venit  ab  Ysakar  espiscopus. 

Lystenyth  lordynges,  both  hye  and  lowe. 

And  tendyrly  takyth  heyd  onto  my  sawe, 
Beth  buxom  and  benygne  jour  busshopp  to  knowe, 

ffor  I  am  that  lord  that  made  this  lawe. 
With  hertys  so  hende  herkyn  nowe, 

30ure  damyselys  to  weddying  3a  loke  that  36  drawe. 
That  passyn  xiiij.  3ere9  ffor  what  that  30  owe. 

The  lawe  of  God  byddyth  this  sawe, 
That  at  xiiij.  3 ere  of  age 
Every  damesel,  what  so  sche  be, 
To  the  encrese  of  more  plenty, 
Xulde  be  browght  in  good  degr^. 
Onto  here  spowsage. 

Joachym,  Herke  now,  Anne,  my  jentyl  spowse, 

How  that  the  buschop  his  lawe  hath  tolde, 
That  what  man  hath  a  dowtyr  in  his  house. 

That  passyth  xiiij.  3eres  olde, 
He  muste  here  brynge,  I  herde  hym  kowse. 

Into  the  tempyl  a  spowse  to  wedde, 
Wherfore  oure  dowtyr  ryth  good  and  dowse, 

Into  the  tempyl  sche  must  be  ledde. 
And  that  anoon  ryght  sone. 
Anne.  Sere,  I  grawnt  that  it  be  so, 
A3en  the  lawe  may  we  not  do. 
With  here  togedyr  lete  us  now  go, 

I  hold  it  ryght  weyl  done. 
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Jaackjfm.  Sere  bossbopp,  here,  aftyr  thin  owyn  hest. 

We  have  here  brought  oure  dowtyr  dere ; 
Mary,  my  swete  childe,  she  is  ful  prest 

Of  age,  she  is  ful  xiiij.  3ere. 
Epi9Copu9.  Welcome,  Joachym,  onto  myn  areste, 

Bothe  Anne  ihi  wy£f  and  Mary  clere ; 
NoWy  Mary,  chylde  to  the  lawe  thou  leste. 

And  cheae  the  a  spowse  to  be  thi  ffere. 
That  lawe  thou  must  £fulffvlle. 
Maria.  A3ens  the  lawe  wyl  I  nevyr  be. 
But  mannys  ffelachep  xal  nevyr  folwe  me, 
I  wyl  levyn  evyr  in  chastyt^ 

Be  the  grace  of  Goddys  wylle. 

EjAfcopus.  A !  ffayre  mayde,  why  seyst  thou  so  ? 

What  menyth  the  for  to  levyn  chast  ? 
Why  wylt  thou  not  to  weddyng  go? 

The  cawse  thou  tell  me,  and  that  in  hast. 
Maria.  My  ffaydr  and  my  modyr  sertys  also, 

£r  I  was  bom,  36  may  me  trast, 
Thei  were  bothe  bareyn,  here  frute  was  do ; 

They  come  to  the  tempyl  at  the  last, 
To  do  here  sacryfice. 
fiycause  they  hadde  nothyr  frute  nere  chylde, 
Reprevyd  thei  wore  of  wykkyd  and  wyllde, 
With  grett  shame  thei  were  revylyd,— - 
Al  men  dede  them  dyspyce. 

My  ffSEtdjrr  and  my  modyr  thei  wepte  fulle  sore, 
flul  hevy  here  hertys  wern  of  this  dede ; 

With  wepynge  eyn  thei  preyd  therfore 

That  God  wolde  socowre  hem  and  sende  hem  sede. 

Iff  God  wold  grannt  hem  a  ehilde  be  bore, 
They  behest  the  chylde  here  lyf  xulde  lede, 

In  Goddys  temple  to  serve  evyrmore. 
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And  wurchep  God  in  love  and  drede. 

Than  God  fful  of  grace, 
He  herd  here  longe  prayour, 
And  than  sent  hem  bothe  seed  and  flowre  : 
Whan  I  was  bom  in  here  bowre, 

To  the  temple  offryd  I  was. 

Whan  that  I  was  to  the  temple  brought. 

And  offerde  up  to  God  above, 
Ther  bested  I,  as  myn  hert  thought, 

To  serve  my  God  with  hertyly  love. 
Clennesse  and  chastyt^  myn  hert  owth, 

Erthely  creature  nevyr  may  shove  ; 
Suche  clene  lyff  xuld  3e  nought 

In  no  maner  wyse  reprove ; 

To  this  clennesse  I  me  take. 
This  is  the  cawse,  as  I  30W  telle. 
That  I  with  man  wylle  nevyr  melle. 
In  the  servyse  of  God  wyl  I  evyr  dwelle, — 
I  wyl  nevyr  have  other  make. 

Episcopus.  A  1  mercy  God,  these  wordys  wyse. 

Of  this  fayr  mayde  clene ; 
Thei  trobyl  myn  hert  in  many  wyse. 

Her  wytt  is  grett,  and  that  is  sene ; 
In  clennes  to  levyn  in  Godys  servise. 

No  man  here  blame  non  here  tene. 
And  3  it  in  lawe  thus  it  lyce. 

That  suche  weddyd  xulde  bene  : 

Wlio  xal  expownd  this  oute  ? 
The  lawe  doth  after  lyflF  of  clennes, 
The  lawe  doth  bydde  suche  maydenes  expres 
That  to  spowsyng  they  xulde  hem  dres : 
God  help  us  in  this  dowhte  \ 
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This  ansuere  grettly  trobelyth  me : 

To  mak  a  vow  to  creatures  it  is  le£ful,— - 
Vovete  and  reddite  in  Scripture  have  we, 

And  to  observe  oure  lawe  also  it  is  nedful. 
In  this  to  dysceme  to  me  it  is  dredful ; 

Therfore  to  cowcelle  me  in  this  cas,  I  calle 
The  holde  and  the  wyse  and  swiche  as  ben  spedful. — 

In  this  seyjour  avyse,  I  beseche  30W  alle. 
Mimster.  To  breke  our  lawe  and  custom  it  wore  hard  indede. 

And  on  that  other  syde  to  do  a3en  Scrypture ; 
To  3ev6  sentens  in  this  degr^  3e  must  take  goo  hede, 

£Por  dowteles  this  matere  is  dy£fuse  and  obscure. 
Myn  avyse  here  in  this^  I  30W  ensure. 

That  we  prey  alle  God  to  have  relacion ; 
ffbr  be  prayour  grett  knowleche  men  recure. 

And  to  this  I  counselle  30U  to  3eve  assygnacion. 
Episcqpus.  Trewly  30ur  counselle  is  ryght  good  and  eylsum, 

And  as  3e  ban  seyd,  so  xal  it  be : 
I  charge  30W,  bretheryn  and  systerys,  hedyr  30  com, 

And  togedyr  to  God  now  pray  we. 
That  it  may  plese  his  fynyte  deyt^, 

Knowleche  in  this  to  sendyn  us ! 
Mekely  eche  man  fialle  downe  on  kne. 

And  we  xal  begynne  Veni  Creator  spirilta. 

Ei  hie  content  "  Feni  Creator:*  Andwhan  "  Verd  Creator"' 
is  doun,  the  buschop  xal  seyng^ 

Now,  lord  God,  of  lordys  wysest  of  alle, 

I  pray  the,  Lorde,  knelyng  on  kne, 
With  carefulle  lierte  I  crye  and  calle> 

This  dowteful  dowte  enforme  thou  me. 
Angehu.  Thy  prayor  is  herd  to  hy3  hevyn  halle, 

God  hath  me  sent  here  downe  to  the, 
To  telle  the  what  that  thou  do  xalle, 

And  how  thou  xalt  be  rewlyd  in  iche  degrd. 
Take  tent  and  undyrstond. 
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This  is  Goddys  owyn  byddyng, 

That  alle  kynsmen  of  Davyd  the  kyng. 

To  the  temple  xul  brynge  here  du  ofiryng, 

With  whyte  5ardys  in  ther  h<Hide. 

Loke  wele  what  tyme  thei  offere  there, 

Alle  here  3ardys  in  thin  hand  thou  take. 
Take  hede  whose  3erde  doth  blome  and  here, 

And  he  xal  be  the  maydenys  make. 
Episcopus,  I  thank  the,  Lord,  with  mylde  chore, 

Thi  wurde  xal  I  werkyn  withowtyn  wrake ; 
I  xal  send  for  hem,  bothyn  fere  and  nere ; 

To  werke  thi  wyl  I  undyrtake : 
Anon  it  xal  be  do. 
Herk,  masangere,  thou  wend  thi  way, 
Davyd  kynsmen,  as  I  the  say, 
Byd  hem  come  ofiyr  this  same  day. 

And  brynge  whyte  3ardys  also. 

Nuncius,  Oy  !  al  maner  men  takyth  to  me  tent, 

That  be  owgth  of  kynrede  to  David  the  kyng ; 
My  lord  the  busshop  hath  for  30W  sent. 

To  the  temple  that  36  come  with  3our  ofiryng. 
He  chargight  that  30  hast  30W,  for  he  is  redy  bent, 

30W  to  receyve  at  30ur  comyng ; 
He  byddeth  30W  fferthermore  in  handys  that  30  henty 

A  fayre  white  3erde  every che  of  30W  36  bryng. 
In  hyght. 
Tary  not,  I  pray  30W  ; 
My  lord,  as  I  say  30W, 
Now  to  receyve  so 

Is  fulle  redy  dyght. 

Josqph.  In  great  labore  my  ly£f  I  lede,    • 
Myn  ocupasyon  lyth  in  many  place. 
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ffor  febylnesse  of  age  my  jomey  I  may  nat  spede  ; 

I  thank  the,  gret  God,  of  thi  grace  1 

Primus  ffeneradoim  David. 
What  chere,  Joseph,  what  ys  the  case, 

ThatL.|:eJye^|ere  on  this^round  ? 
Joseph,  Age  and  febylnesse  doth  me  embrace,    7 

That  I  may  nother  welle  goo  ne  stond.  ^ 

Secundus  ffeneradofds. 
We  be  commandyd  be  the  besdioppys  sond. 

That  every  man  of  Davyd  kynrede, 
In  the  tempyll  to  aSyr  a  wond ; 

Therfor  in  this  jorney  let  us  precede. 
Joseph.  Me  to  traveylle  yt  is  no  nede, 

I  prey  you,  firendes,  go  forth  your  wey. 

Tertius  generacionis* 
This  come  forth,  Joseph,  I  you  rede. 

And  knowyth  what  the  buschop  wolle  sey. 

Quartfis  generacUmis. 
Ther  ys  a  mayd  whos  name  ys  clepyd  Mary, 

Doughter  to  Joachym,  as  it  is  told  : 
Here  to  mary  thei  wolle  asay 

To  som  man  dowty  and  bold. 

Joseph.  Benedicite,  I  cannot  undyrstande 

What  oure  Prince  of  Prestes  doth  men, 
That  every  man  xuld  come  and  brynge  with  hym  a  whande, 

Abyl  to  be  maryed,  that  is  not  I,  so  mote  I  then.    V 
I  have  be  maydon  evyr,  and  evyr  more  wele  ben, 

I  chaungyd  not  3et  of  alle  my  long  lyff ; 
And  now  to  be  maryed  sum  man  wold  wen, 

It  is  a  straunge  thynge  an  old  man  to  take  a  jonge  wyflF.  v 

But  nevyr  the  lesse  no  doute  of  we  must  forth  to  towne. 
Now  neybores  and  kynnysmen  lete  us  forth  go : 

I  xal  take  a  wand  in  my  hand  and  cast  of  my  gowne, 
Yf  I  falle  than,  I  xalle  gronyn  for  wo. 
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Ho  80  take  away  my  staff,  I  say  he  were  my  fo, 

3e  be  men  that  may  wele  ren  go  )e  before ; 
I  am  old  and  also  colde,  walkyng  doth  me  wo  ; 

Therfor  now  wole  I  to  my  staff  bcdde  I^ihis  juray  to  wore 
EpiacppUB.  Seres,  30  zal  ondyrstande 

That  this  is  the  cawse  of  our  comynge. 
And  why  that  echo  of  30W  bryngyth  a  wande, 

ffor  of  Uod  we  have  knowynge* 
Here  is  to  be  mazyde  a  mayde  ^ynge, 

Alle  3oar  roddjrs  ye  xal  brynge  up  to  me ; 
And  on  hese  rodde  that  the  Holy  Grost  is  syt^^nge, 

He  xal  the  husbond  of  this  may  be* 

Hieporieni  vbya$. 

eJoBtph.  It  xal  not  be,  I  ley  a  grote, 
I  xal  abyde  behynde  prevyly; 
Now  wolde  God  I  were  at  horn  in  my  cote, 
4-      I  am  aschamyd  to  be  seyn  veryly. 

PrimuB  generacionis  David. 
To  wurchep  my  lord  God  hedyr  am  I  come, 

Here  ffor  to  offyr  my  dewe  offrynge, 
A  fayr  white  3arde  in  hand  have  I  nome. 
My  lord,  sere  busshop,  at  30ur  byddynge, 
Secundus  generacionis  David. 
Off  Davythis  kjmred  sertes  am  I  com, 

A  ffayr  white  3arde  in  hand  now  I  bryng ; 
My  lord  the  busshop,  after  30ur  owym  dom. 
This  3arde  do  I  offre  at  3our  chargyng, 
Ryht  here. 
Tercius  generacionis  David. 
And  I  a  3arde  have  bothe  fayr  and  whyght. 
Here  in  myn  bond  it  is  redy  dyght. 
And  here  I  offre  it  forth  within  syght, 
Ryght  in  good  manere. 
Quartus  generacioni^  David. 
I  am  the  fourte  of  Davidis  kyn, 
And  with  myn  offrynge  my  God  I  honoure ; 
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This  fayr  whyte  jarde  is  offirjmg  myii^ 

I  trost  in  God  of  sum  socoure. 
Com  on^  Joseph,  with  ofirynge  thin. 
And  brynge  up  thin,  as  we  have  cure, 
Thou  taryst  ryth  longe  behynde  certeyn 

Why  comyst  not  forth  to  Goddys  toure  ? 
Com  on,  man,  for  shame. 
Joseph.  Com  3a,  3a,  God  help,  fulle  fayn  I  wolde. 
But  I  am  so  agyd  and  so  olde, 
That  bothe  myn  leggys  gyn  to  folde,  ^^ 
I  am  ny  almost  lame.        v 
Episcopu$,  A  !  mercy  Lord,  I  kan  no  sygne  aspy, 

It  is  best  we  go  ageyn  to  prayr. 
V(Mp.  He  brought  not  up  his  rodde  3et  trewly. 

To  whom  the  mayd  howyth  to  be  maryed  her. 
Episcqpus.  Whatb,  Joseph,  why  stande  36  there  byhynde  ?  2 

I-wys,  sere,  36  be  to  blame. 
Joseph.  Sere,  I  kannot  my  rodde  ffynde ; 

To  come  ther  in  trowthe  me  thynkyht  shame. 
Episcopus  comythy  thens  Joseph^ 
Sere,  he  may  evyl  go  that  is  ner  lame ; 

In  sothe  I  com  as  fast  as  I  may. 
Episcopus.  Offyr  up  30ur  rodde,  sere,  in  Goddys  name  ! 

Why  do  3e  not  as  men  30W  pray  ? 
Joseph.  Now  in  the  wurchep  of  God  of  hevyn, 

I  qSjt  this  3erde  as  lely  whyte, 
Prayng  that  Lord  of  gracyous  stewyn, 

With  hert,  with  wytt,  with  mayn,  with  myght. 
And  as  he  made  the  sterres  seven, 

This  sympyl  offrynge  that  is  so  lyght. 
To  his  wurchep  he  weldyghe  evyn, 

ffor  to  his  wurchep  this  3erd  is  dyghte. 
Lord  God,  I  the  pray, 
To  roy  herte  thou  take  good  hede, 
And  nothynge  to  my  synful  dede,  « 

H 
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After  my  wyl  thou  qwyte  my  mede. 

As  plesyth  to  thi  pay. 
I  may  not  lyfte  myn  handys  heje, 

Lo  !  lo !  lo !  what  sc  3e  now  ? 
Episcopus.  A  !  mercy !  mercy !  mercy  !  Lord,  we  crye, 

The  blyssyd  of  God  we  se  art  thou. 

Et  clamant  omnes  **  mercy  !  mercy  /" 
A  !  gracyous  God,  in  hevyn  trone, 

Ryht  wundyrful  thi  werkys  be, 
Here  may  we  se  a  merveyl  one, 

A  ded  stok  beryth  floures  JFre  1 
Joseph  in  hert,  withoutyn  mone, 

Thou  mayst  be  bijrthe  with  game  and  gle, 
A  mayd  to  wedde  thou  must  gone, 

Be  this  meracle  I  do  wel  se. 
Mary  is  here  name ; 
Joseph.  What,  xuld  I  wedde  ?     God  forbede  ! 
I  am  an  old  man,  so  God  me  spede. 
And  with  a  wyff  now  to  levyn  in  drede. 

It  wore  neyther  sport  nere  game. 
Episcopus.  A3ens  God,  Joseph,  thou  mayst  not  stryve, 

God  wyl  that  thou  a  wyfFhave ; 
This  fejrr  mayde  xal  be  thi  wyve, 

She  is  buxum  and  whyte  as  lave. 
Josqph.  A !  shuld  I  have  here  ?  3e  lese  my  lyff : 
^..^^^as  I  dere  God,  xuld  I  now  rave  ? 
An  old  man  may  nevyr  thrjrff 
^   .With  a  jonge  wyff,  so  God  me  save  ! 

Nay,  nay,  sere,  lett  bene, 
Xuld  I  now  in  age  begynne  to  dote, 
If  I  here  chyde  she  wolde  clowte  my  cote, 
Blere  myn  ey,  and  pyke  out  a  mote. 

And  thus  oftyn  tymes  it  is  sene. 
Episcoptis.  Joseph,  now  as  I  the  saye, 

God  hath  assygnyd  here  to  the ; 
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Tbat  Ck>d  wol  have  do,  sey  thou  not  nay, 

Oure  lord  God  wyl  that  it  be  so  ! 
Jof^A-'Ajens  my  Ood  not  do  I  may, 

Here  wardeyn  and  kepere  wyl  I  evyr  h^ 
But  hjr  maydon,  I  the  pray, 

Kepe  the  dene,  as  I  xal  me ; 
I  am  a  ihan  of  age. 
Hierfore^  sere  busshop,  I  wyl  that  36  wete,  1 
That  in  bedde  we  xul  nevyr  mete, 
ttor  i-wys  mayden  suete 

An  old  man  inay  not  rage. 
JBpUoopus.  This  holyest  virgyn  xalt  thou  maryn  now, 

30ur  rodde  foreschyth  Bstyrest,  that  man  may  se  ; 
The  Holy  Gost  we  se  syttyht  on  a  bow ! 

Now  5elde  we  aUe  preygyng  to  the  trenyt^. 

Ei  Mc  content  J  '^  Benedicta  sit  beat  a  TVinitas." 
Joseph,  wole  }e  have  this  maydon  to  3  our  wyff, 

And  here  honour  and  kepe,  as  38  howe  to  do  ? 
Joeq^h.  Nay,  sere,  so  mote  I  thryff,  V^^-** 

I  have  ryght  no  nede  therto. 
Episcqpui.  Joseph,  it  is  Goddys  wyl  it  xuld  be  so !   ! 

Sey  aftyr  me,  as  it  is  skyl. 
Joseph.  Sere,  and  to  performe  his  wyl  I  bow  therto, 

£Por  alle  thynge  owyght  to  ben  at  his  wyl. 
Episcopus^  et  idem  Joseph. 
Sey  than  aftyr  me, — ^'^Here  I  take  the,  Mary,  to  wyff, 

To  havyn  to  holdyn,  as  God  his  wyl  with  us  wyl  make ; 
And  as  long  as  bethwen  us  lestyght  oure  lyff. 

To  love  |ow  as  myselff,  my  trewthe  I  30W  take/' 
Nunc  cut  Mariam  sic  dicens  qriscopus, 
Mary,  wole  3e  have  this  man, 

And  hym  to  kepyn  as  30ur  lyff  ? 
Maria.  In  the  tenderest  wyse,  fadyr,  as  I  kan 

And  with  alle  my  wyttys  £fyff. 

•  H  2 
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Episcopus.  Joseph,  with  this  ryng  now  wedde  thi  wyff. 

And  be  here  hand  now  thou  here  take. 
Joseph,   Sere,  with  this  rynge  I  wedde  here  lyflF, 

And  take  here  now  here  ffor  my  make. 
Episcopus.  Mary,  mayd,  witboutyn  more  stryff. 

Onto  thi  spowse  thou  hast  him  take. 
Maria,  In  chastyt^  to  ledyn  my  ly£^ 

I  xal  hym  nevyr  forsake, 

But  evyr  with  hym  abyde : 
And,  jentylle  spowse,  as  30  an  seyd, 
Lete  me  levyn  as  a  clene  mayd, 
I  xal  be  trewe,  be  not  dysmayd^ 

Bothe  terme^  tyme,  and  tyde. 

r^Episcqpus.  Here  is  the  holyest  matremony  that  evjt  was 
<^  in  this  werd, 

The  hy3  names  of  oure  lord  we  wole  now  syng  hy. 
We  alle  wole  this  solempn  dede  recorde 

Devowtly.  Alma  chorus  Domini  nunc  pangat  nominaSummi! 
Now  goth  horn  alle  in  Godys  name. 

Where  as  30ur  wonyng  was  before  ; 
Maydenys,  to  lete  here  go  alone  it  wore  shame. 

It  wold  hevy  30ur  hertes  sore : 
3e  xal  blysse  the  tyme  that  sche  was  bore. 

Now  loke  3e  at  hom  here  brynge. 
Maria.  To  have  3  our  blyssyngi  flFaydr,  I  falle  30W  before. 
Episcopus.  He  blysse  30W  that  hath  non  hendyng, 
In  nomine  Patris  et  Filii  et  Spiritus  Sancti ! 
Episcopus,  Joseph,  thiselph  art  old  of  age. 

And  thi  wyff  of  age  is  3onge; 
And  as  we  redyn  in  old  sage, 

Many  man  is  sclepyr  of  tonge. 
Therfore  evyl  langage  for  to  swage, 

That  3  our  good  fame  may  leste  longe, 
iij.  dymysellys  xul  dwelle  with  30W  in  stage. 

With  thi  wyff  to  be  evyrmore  amonge. 
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I  xal  these  iij,  here  take ; 
Susamie  the  fynt  xal  be, 
Rebecca  the  secunde  xal  go  with  the, 
Sephore  the  thrydde, — \Ae  that  ^e  thre 

This  maydoD  nevyr  30  forsake. 
Suiotme.  Sere,  I  am  redy  att  jour  wylle, 

With  this  maydon  for  to  wende. 
Rebecca.  50ur  byddyng,  sere,  xalle  ffulfiyl. 

And  £Eblwe  this  maydon  ffayr  and  hende. 
Sephor.  To  £folwe  hyre  it  is  good  skyl. 

And  to  30ur  byddynge  wole  I  bende. 
Joeqph,  Now,  sere  buschop,  hens  go  I  wyl. 

For  now  comyth  onto  my  mende 
A  matere  that  nedful  is. 
EpUcopUM.  ffarewel,  Joseph  and  Mary  clere, 
I  pray  God  kepe  30W  alle  infere, 
And  sende  30W  grace  in  good  nianere 

To  serve  the  kynge  of  blysse. 
Maria,  fiadyr  and  modyr,  36  knowe  this  cas, 

Whow  that  it  doth  now  stonde  with  me ; 
With  myn  spowse  I  must  forth  passe. 

And  wott  nevyr  whan  I  xal  30W  se ; 
Therfore  I  pray  30W  here  in  thi9  plas, 

Of  30ur  blyssynge  for  chary t^ ; 
And  I  xal  spede  the  betyr  and  have  more  gras. 

In  what  place  that  evyr  I  be ; 

On  knes  to  30W  I  falle. 
I  pray  30W,  fieidyr,  and  modyr  dere, 
To  blysse  30ur  owyn  dere  dowtere, 
And  pray  ffbr  me  in  allemanere, 
And  I  ffor  30W  alle. 
Joaehym.  Almyghty  God,  he  mote  the  blysse. 

And  my  blyssynge  thou  have  also  ; 
In  alle  goodnesse  ged  the  wysse^ 

On  londe  or  on  watyr,  wherevyr  Jihou  go. 
Anna.  Now  God  the  kepe  from  every  my?se, 
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And  save  the  sownd  in  welthe  from  wo  1 
I  pray  the,  dowtyr,  thou  onys  me  kyB, 

Or  that  thi  modyr  part  the  firo. 
I  pray  to  God  the  save. 
I  pray  the,  Mary,  my  swete  chylde, 
Be  lowe  and  buxhum,  meke  and  mylde^t  , 
Sad  and  sobyr  and  nothyng  wylde. 

And  Goddys  blyasynge  thou  have. 
Joachym.  fforwel,  Josephe,  and  God  30W  spede^ 

Wher  so  36  be  in  halle  or  boure. 
Joseph.  Almygbty  God,  ^our  weys  lede. 

And  save  30W  sownd  from  alle  doloure* 
Antua.  Goddys  grace  on  30W  sprede, 

ffarewel,  Mary,  my  swete  fflowre, 
fiareweyl,  Joseph,  and  God  30W  rede, 

fiareweyl  my  chylde  and  my  tresowre, 
ffarewel,  my  dowtere  3yDg. 
Maria,  ffarewel,  fadyr  and  modyr  dere. 
At  30 w  I  take  my  love  ryght  here, 
God  that  sytt  in  hevyn  so  clere. 

Have  30W  in  his  kepyng. 
Joseph.  Wyf,  it  is  ful  necessary  this  36  knowe. 

That  I  and  my  kynrede  go  hom  before, 
/  For  in  sothe  we  have  non  hous  of  oure  owe, 

Therfore  I  xal  gon  ordeyn  and  thanne  come  30W  fore. 
We  ar  not  ryche  of  werdly  thynge. 

And  3et  of  our  sustenauns  we  xal  not  mys, 
Therfore  abydyth  here  stylle  to  30ur  plesynge. 

To  worchep  30ur  God  is  alle  30ur  blysse. 

He  that  is  and  evyr  xal  be 

Of  hefne  and  helle  ryche  kynge, 
In  erth  hath  chosyn  poverty, 

And  alle  ryches  and  welthis  refusynge. 
Maria,  Goth,  husbond,  in  oure  lordys  blyssynge, 

He  mote  30W  spede  in  atte  ^out  tiede, 
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And  I  xal  here  abyde  3011^  ajen  comynge, 

And  on  my  sawtere-book  I  xal  rede. 
Now  blyssyd  be  oure  Lord  £for  this, 

Of  hefiie  and  erthe  andalle  that  beryth  Ijff, 
I  am  most  bound  to  30W,  Lioi]d,  i-wys, 

ffor  now  I  am  bothe  mayde  and  wyff. 

N0W9  Lord  Gody  dysspose  me  to  prftyour, 

Tliat  I  may  sey  the  holy  psalmes.of  Davyth^ 
Wheche  hock  is  clepyd  the  Sawter^, 

That  I  may  jneyse  the,  my  God,  therwith. 
Of  the  vertuys  therof  this  is  the  pygth^ 

It  makyht  sowles  fayr^  that  doth  it  say, 
Angelys  besteryd'tohelp  ns  therwith, 

It  lytenytii  therkenesse  and  puityth  develys  away. 

The  song  of  Psalmus  is  Goddys  dete, 

Sjrnne  is  put  awey  therby ; 
It  lemyth  a  man  vertuys  ful  to  be. 

It  feryth  mannys  herte  gostly. 
Who  that  it  usyth  customably, 

It  claryfieth  the  herte,  and  charyt^  makyth  cowthe. 
He  may  not  ffaylen  of  Goddys  mercy. 

That  hath  the  preysenge  of  God  evyr  in  his  mowthe. 

0  holy  Psalmys  1  O  holy  book  ! 
Swetter  to  say  than  any  ony  ! 

Thou  lemyst  hem,  love  Lord,  that  on  the  look, 
And  makyst  hym  desyre  thyngys  celestly. 

With  these  halwyd  psalmys,  Lord,  I  pray  the  specyaly, 
ffor  alle  the  creatures  qwyke  and  dede. 

That  thou  wylt  shewe  to  hem  thi  mercy. 
And  to  me  specyaly  that  do  it  rede. 

1  have  seyd  sum  of  my  sawtere,  and  here  I  am 

At  this  holy  psalme  in  dede, 
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^*  Benedixisti,  Domine,  terrain  tuam,^' 

In  this  holy  labore,  Lord,  me  spede. 
Joseph.  Mary,  wy£f  and  mayd  most  graoyous, 

Displese  30W  not,  I  pray  30W,  so  long  I  have  be. 
I  have  hyryd  for  us  a  lytyl  praty  hous. 

And  ther  in  ryght  hesely  levyn  wole  we. 
^  C!ome  forthe,  Mary,  and  folwe  me. 

To  Nazareth  now  wele  we  go. 
And  alle  the  maydonys,  bothe  ffayr  and  fire. 

With  my  wy£P  comyth  forthe  also* 
Now  lystenyth  welle,  wy£P,  what  I  telle  the, 

I  must  gon  owth  hens  fer  the  fro, 
I  wylle  go  laboryn  in  fere  country, 

With  trewthe  to  maynteyn  oure  housholde  so. 

This  ix.  monthis  thou  seyst  me  nowth 
Kepe  the  dene,  my  jentyl  spowse. 
And  alle  thin  maydenys  in  thin  howse. 
That  evyl  langage  I  here  not  rowse, 

ffor  hese  love  that  alle  hath  wrought. 
Maria.  I  pray  to  God  he  spede  30ur  way. 

And  in  sowle  helthe  he  mote  30W  kepe, 
And  sende  30W  helthe,  bothe  nyth  and  day, 

He  shylde  and  save  30W  from  al  shenschepe. 
Now,  Lord  of  grace,  to  the  I  pray. 

With  morny  mood  on  kne  I  krepe. 
Me  save  from  synne,  from  tene  and  tray. 

With  hert  I  murne,  with  eye  I  wepe. 
Lord  God  of  pet^. 
Whan  I  sytt  in  my  conclave, 
Alle  myn  hert  on  the  I  have, 
Gracyous  God,  my  maydenhed  save, 
Evyr  clene  in  chastytd. 


XL  THE  SALUTATION  AND 
CONCEPTION. 


Coniemplacio.  ffowre  thowsand  sex  undryd  foure  3ere  I 
telle, 

Man  fibr  his  offens  and  ffowle  foly, 
Haiti  lojn  3ere8  in  the  peynes  of  helle, 

And  were  wurthy  to  ly  therin  endlesly. 
But  thanne  xnlde  perysche  50ur  grete  niercy, 

Good  Lord,  have  on  man  pyt^. 
Have  mende  of  the  prayour  seyd  by  Ysaie, 

Lete  mercy  meke  thin  hyest  magest^. 

Wolde  God  thou  woldyst  breke  thin  hefne  myghtye. 

And  com  down  here  into  erthe ; 
And  levyn  jeres  thre  and  threttye, 

Thyn  fiEimyt  ffoike  with  thi  fibde  to  fede. 
To  staunche  thi  thryste  lete  thi  syde  blede, 

ffor  erst  wole  not  be  mad  redempcion. 
Cum  vysite  us  in  this  tyme  of  nede, 

Of  thi  careful  creatures,  Lord,  have  compassyon  ! 

A  !  woo  to  us  wrecchis  that  wrecchis  be, 

ffor  Grod  hath  addyd  ssorowe  to  sorwe  ; 
I  prey  the,  Lorde,  thi  sowlys  com  se. 

How  thei  ly  and  sobbe,  bothe  eve  and  morewe. 
With  thi  blyssyd  blood  ffrom  babys  hem  borwe. 

Thy  careful  creaturys  cryenge  in  captyvyt^, 
A  !  tary  not,  gracyous  Lord,  tyl  it  be  to-morwe, 

The  devyl  hath  dysceyved  hem  be  his  iniquity. 
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A 1  quod  Jeremye,  who  xal  gyS  weUys  to  myn  eynes. 

That  I  may  wepe  bothe  day  and  nyght  ? 
To  se  oure  bretheryn  in  so  longe  peynes. 

Here  myschevys  amende  may  tiii  mecbe  myght. 
As  grett  as  the  se.  Lord,  was  Adamys  contryssyon  ryght, 

ffrom  oure  hed  is  ffalle  the  crowne, 
Man  is  comeryd  in  synne^  I  crye  to  thi  syght, 

Gracyous  Lord  f  Gracyous  Lord !  Gracyous  Lord,  come 
downe! 

Virtutes.  Lord !  plesyth  it  tidn  hi3  domynacioki. 

On  man  that  thou  made  to  have  pyt^ 
Patryarchys  and  prophetys  ban  mad  supplycacion, 

Oure  offyse  is  topresente  here  prayeres  to  the. 
Aungelys,  archaungelys,  we  thre 

That  ben  in  the  fyrst  ierarchie, 
(For  man  to  tliin  hy  magest^, 

Mercy  !  mercy  !  mercy  !  we  crye. 

The  aungel.  Lord,  thou  made  so  gloryous, 

Whos  synne  hath  mad  hym  a  devyl  in  helle^ 
He  mevyd  man  to  be  so  contraryous, 

Man  repentyd,  and  he  in  his  obstynacye  doth  dwelle. 
Hese  grete  males,  good  Lord,  repelle. 

And  take  man  onto  thi  grace, 
Lete  thi  mercy,  make  hym  with  aungelys  dwelle. 

Of  Locyfere  to  restore  the  place. 

Pater.  Propter  miseriam  inopum,  et  gemitum  paiuperum 

nunc  exurgam. 
ffor  the  wretchydnes  of  the  nedy. 

And  the  porys  lamentacion. 
Now  xal  I  ryse  that  am  Almyghty,* 

Tyme  is  come  of  roconsyliacion. 
My  prophetys  with  prayers  have  made  supplicacion. 

My  contryte  creaturys  crye  alle  fot  eomforte, 
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AUe  mynaungellye  in  befiie,  withowte  cessadon. 
They  crye  that  gnoe  to  man  myghtiexorte. 

yeriioi.  Lord,  I  am  thi  dowtere^  Trewthe^ 

Thou  wilt  86  I  be  not  lore, 
Thyn  nnkjrnde  creattires  to  save  were  sewtbe, 

The  offsns  of  man  bath  grenryd  the  sore. 
Whan  Adam  had  symijd^  ihott-seydest  yore. 

That  he  xulde  deye  >and. go  to  helle,»  * 
And  now  to  Uysse  hym  to  restore, 

Twey  contraryes  mow  nottogedyr  dwelle. 

•  •  *  . 

Thy  trewthe,  Lord,  jcalieBte.  withowtyn  ende, 

I  may  in  no  wyse  ffro  the  go. 
That  vnrecche  that  was  to  the  so  unkende. 

He  may  not  haive  to  meehe  wo. 
He  dyspysyd  the  and  plesyd  thi  fib. 

Thou  art  bis  creatour  and  he  is  tlu  creature. 
Thou  hast  lovyd  trewtbe,  it  is  seyd  evyr  mo, 

Therfore  in  pejrnes  lete  hym  evyrmore  endure.  ' 

Misericordia.  O  fEsdyr  of  mercye  aad  God  of  comforte. 

That  counselle  us  in  eche  trybulacion, 
Lete  30ur  dowterap  Mercy  to  30W  resorte; 

And  on  man  that  is  myschevyil  have  compassyon. 
Hym  grevyth  fful  gretiy  his  transgressyon, 

Alle  hefne  and  erthe  cirye  ffor  mdrcy^ 
Me  semyth  ther  xuld  be  non  excepcion, 

Ther  prayers  ben  offieryd  so  speeyally. 

Tbrewthe  sseyth  she  hath  evyr  be  than, 

I  graunt  it  wel  she  hath  be  so,  ^ ' 
And  thou  seyst  endlesly  that  mercy  thou  hast  keptffbr  man^ 

Than  mercyabyl  lorde,  kepe  us  bothe  to. 
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Thu  seyst  Veritas  mea  et  misericordia  mea  cum  fpia, 
Suffyr  not  thi  sowlys  than  in  sorwe  to  slepe, 

That  helle  hownde  that  hatyth  the  byddyth  hym  ho, 
Thi  love  man  no  lengere  lete  hym  kepe. 

Juslicia.  Mercy,  me  mervelyth  what  30W  movyth, 

36  know  wel  I  am  30ur  syster  Ryghtwysnes, 
God  is  ryghtfful  and  ryghtffulnes  lovyth, 

Man  offendyd  hym  that  is  endles, 
Therfore  his  endles  punchement  may  nevyr  sees ; 

Also  he  forsoke  his  makere  that  made  hym  of  clay, 
And  the  devyl  to  his  mayster  he  ches, 

Xulde  he  be  savyd  ?  nay  !  nay !  nay  1 

As  wyse  as  is  God  he  wolde  a  be. 

This  was  the  abhomynabyl  presumpcion. 
It  is  seyd,  39  know  wel  this  of  me. 

That  the  ryghtwysnes  of  God  hath  no  diflFynicion. 
TherflFore  late  this  be  oure  conclusyon, 

He  that  sore  synnyd  ly  stylle  in  sorwe, 
He  may  nevyr  make  a  seyth  be  resone, 

Whoo  myght  thanne  thens  hym  borwe. 

Misericordia.  Syster  Ryghtwysnes,  36  are  to  vengeabyl, 

Endles  synne  God  endles  may  restore. 
Above  alle  hese  werkys,  God  is  mercyabyl, 

ITiow  he  forsook  God  be  synne,  be  feyth  he  forsook  hym 
never  the  more. 
And  thow  he  presumyd  nevyr  so  sore, 

3e  must  consyder  the  frelnes  of  mankende, 
Leme  and  3e  lyst,  this  is  Goddys  lore. 

The  mercy  of  God  is  withowtyn  ende. 

Paw.  To  spare  3our  speches,  systeres,  it  syt, 
It  is  not  onest  in  vertuys  to  ben  dyscencion. 
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The  pes  of  €rod  ovyrcomyth  alle  wytt. 
Thou  Trewthe  and  Ryght  sey  grett  reson. 

3ett  Mercy  seyth  best  to  my  pleson, 

ffor  yf  mannys  sowle  xulde  abyde  in  helle, 

Betwen  God  and  man  evyr  xulde  be  dy  vysyon, 
And  than  myght  not  I  Pes  dwelle. 

Therefore  me  semyth  best  36  thus  acorde, 

Than  he&e  and  erthe  30  xul  qweme, 
Putt  bothe  30ur  sentens  in  oure  Lorde, 

And  in  his  hy3  wysdam  lete  hym  deme. 
This  is  most  fyttynge  me  xulde  seme, 

And  lete  se  how  we  ffowre  may  alle  abyde. 
That  mannys  sowle  it  xulde  perysche  it  wore  sweme, 

Or  that  ony  of  us  ffro  othere  xulde  djrvyde, 

Veriias.  In  trowthe  hereto  I  consente, 

I  wole  prey  dure  lorde  it  may  so  be. 
Justicia.  I  Ryghtwysnes  am  wele  contente, 

flFor  in  hym  is  very  equyU. 
Miiericordia.  And  I  Mercy  £fro  this  counsel  wole  not  fie, 

Tyl  wysdam  hath  seyd  I  xal  ses. 
Pax.  Here  is  God  now,  here  is  unyid, 

Hefne  and  erthe  is  plesyd  with  pes. 

JUhiS.  I  thynke  the  thoughtys  of  Pes  and  nowth  of 
wykkydnes, 

This  I  deme  to  ses  3our  contraversy, 
If  Adam  had  not  deyd,  peryschyd  had  Ryghtwysnes, 

And  also  Trewthe  had  be  lost  therby. 
Trewth  and  Ryght  wolde  chastyse  ffoly, 

3iff  another  deth  come  not,  Mercy  xulde  perysche. 
Than  Pes  were  exyled  flFynyaly, 

So  tweyn  dethis  must  be  30W  fowre  to  cherysche. 
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But  he  that  zal  defe  3e  mint  kniwe^ 

That  in  hym  may  ben  Don  imqiijt^ 
That  helle  may  holde  hym  be  no  hme. 

But  that  he  may  pas  at  heae  lybertd 
Qwere  swydie  on  his  prevyde  and  se. 

And  hese  deth  for  niannys  dctfae  xal  be  redempcion, 
Alle  hefiie  and  erthe  seke  now  30, 

Plesyth  it  30W  this  eondosyon. 

Verilas.  I,  Trowtbe,  hafe  sowte  the  erthe  withowt  and 
withinne. 

And  in  sothe  ther  kan  nan  be  fownde. 
That  is  of  o  day  byith  withowte  synne, 

Nor  to  that  dethe  wole  be  bownde. 
Misericordia.  I,  Merq^,  have  romie  the  hevynly  r^yon 
rownde, 

And  ther  is  non  of  that  charyt^, 
That  fibr  man  wole  sufire  a  deddly  wounde, 

I  cannott  wete  bow  this  xal  be. 

Justicia.  Sure  I  can  fynde  non  sufficyent, 

flFor  servauntys  iinprofytable  we  be  eche  one, 
Hes  love  nedyth  to  be  ful  ardent, 

That  for  man  to  helle  wolde  gon. 
Paa:.  That  God  may  do  is  non  but  on, 

Therfore  this  is  be  hys  avyse. 
He  that  3aff  this  counselle  lete  hym  jeve  the  comforte  alon, 

ffor  the  conclusyon  in  hym  of  alle  these  lyse. 

ffilius.  It  peyneth  me  that  man  I  mad. 
That  is  to  seyn  peyne  I  must  suffre  sore, 

A  counsel  of  the  Trinity  must  be  had, 
Whiche  of  us  xal  man  restore. 

Pater,  In  ^our  wysdam,  son,  man  was  mad  thore. 
And  in  wysdam  was  his  temptacion, 
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Therfinr,  flone,  sapyens  ye  must  onieyn  herefore, 
And  se  how  of  man  may  be  salvation. 


r.  ffiulyr,  he  that  xal  do  this  must  be  botheGod  and  man, 

Lete  me  se  how  I  may  were  that  wede. 
And  sythe  in  my  wysdam  he  began, 

I  am  redy  to  do  this  dede. 
Spbritui  SaneHu.  I  the  HolyGrost  of  30W  tweyn  do  precede, 

This  charge  I  wole  take  on  me, 
I  love  to  50iir  lover  xal  30W  lede, 

This  is  the  assent  of  oure  unyt6; 

Misericordia.  Now  is  the  loveday  mad  of  us  fowre  fynialy , 
Now  may  we  leve  in  pes  as  we  were  wonte  : 

Misericordia  et  Veritas  obviaverunt  sibi, 
Justicia  et  Pax  osculatae  sunt. 

Et  hie  osculabimi  pariter  omnes. 

Pater,  ffrom  us,  God,  aungel  Gabryel,  thou  xalte  be  sende, 

Into  the  country  of  Galyle, 
llie  name  of  the  cyt^  Na3areth  is  kende, 

To  a  mayd,  weddyd  to  a  mfui  is  she. 
Of  whom  the  name  is  Joseph  se, 

Of  the  hous  of  Davyd  bore, 
The  name  of  the  mayd  ffre, 

Is  Mary  that  xal  al  restore. 

jffiUuB.  Say  that  she  is  withowte  wo  and  ful  of  grace, 

And  that  I  the  son  of  the  Godhed  of  here  xal  be  bore. 
Hy3e  the  thou  were  there  apace, 

Ellys  we  xal  be  there  the  before. 
I  have  so  grett  hast  to  be  man  thore, 

In  that  mekest  and  purest  virgyne, 
S^  here  she  xal  restore. 

Of  30W  aungellys  the  grett  ruyne. 
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Spiritus  Sancius.  And  if  she  aske  the  how  it  mjth  be. 

Telle  her  I  the  Holy  Gost  xal  werke  al  this, 
Sche  xal  be  savyd  thorwe  oure  unyt^^ 

In  tokyn  here  bareyn  cosyn  Ely3abeth  is 
Qwyk  with  ehilde,  in  here  grett  age  i-wys ; 

Sey  here  to  us  is  noth3rnge  impossyble. 
Her  body  xal  be  so  ful  fylt  with  blys. 

That  she  xal  sone  thynke  this  sownde  eiedyble. 

Gabriel.  In  thyn  hey  inbasset,  Lord,  I  xal  go. 

It  xal  be  do  with  a  thought, 
Beholde  now.  Lord,  I  go  here  to, 

I  take  my  flyth  and  byde  nowth. 

Ave  Maria  gratia  plena^  Dominus  tecum ! 

Heyl,  flFul  of  grace,  God  is  with  the, 

Amonge  alle  women  blyssyd  art  thu ; 
Here  this  name  Eva  is  tumyd  Ave, 

That  is  to  say  withowte  sorwe  ar  36  now. 

Thow  sorwe  in  30W  hath  no  place, 

3ett  of  joy,  lady,  3e  nede  more, 
Therfore  I  adde  and  sey  "  fful  of  grace,*' 

(For  so  ful  of  grace  was  nevyr  non  bore. 
3ett  who  hath  grace,  he  nedyth  kepyng  sore, 

Therfore  I  sey  *'  God  is  with  the," 
Whiche  xal  kepe  30W  endlesly  thore. 

So  amonge  alle  women  blyssyd  are  36. 

Maria.  A  !  mercy  God,  this  is  a  mervelyous  herynge ; 

In  the  aungelys  wordys  I  am  trobelyd  her, 
I  think  how  may  be  this  gretynge, 

Aungelys  dayly  to  me  doth  aper. 
But  not  in  the  lyknes  of  man  that  is  my  fer, 

And  also  thus  hy3ly  to  comendyd  be. 
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And  am  most  miwirthy,  I  cannot  answere, 
Grett  shamfastnes  and  grett  dred  is  in  me. 

GabryeL  'Maryy  in  this  take  36  no  drede, 

ffor  at  God  grace  ffownde  haye  je^ 
je  xal  oonceyve  in  ^our  wombe  indede 

A  childe,  the  sone  of  the  Trynyt^. 
His  name  of  50W  Jhssu  clepyd  xal  be^ 

He  sail  be  grett,  the  son  of  the  hyest  clepyd  of  kende. 
And  of  his  fikdyr,  Davyd,  the  Lord  xal  jeve  hym  the  se, 

Beynyng  in  the  bous  of  Jacob,  of  whiche  regne  xal  be 
non  ende* 

Maria.  Aungel,  I  sey  to  30W, 

In  what  manere  of  wyse  xal  this  be  ? 
ffor  knowyng  of  man  I  have  non  now, 

I  haye  evyrmore  kept  and  xal  my  yirginyt^. 
I  dowte  not  the  wordy s  39  ban  seyd  to  me. 

But  I  aske  it  xal  be  do. 
Gabryd.  The  Holy  Cost  xal  come  fro  above  to  the, 

And  the  vertu  of  hym  hyest  xal  schadu  the  so. 

Therfore  that  Holy  Cost  of  the  xal  be  bore» 

He  xal  be  clepyd  the  son  of  God  sage ; 
And  se  Ely3abeth  30ur  cosyn  thore. 

She  hath  conseyvid  a  son  in  byre  age ; 
This  is  the  sexte  monyth  of  here  passage. 

Of  here  that  clepyd  was  bareyn : — 
Nothynge  is  impossyble  to  Goddys  usage. 

They  thynkyth  longe  to  here  what  30  wyl  seyn. 

Here  the  aungel  makyth  a  lytyl  restynge,  and  Mary 
beholdyth  hym^  and  the  Aungel  seythe^ 

Mary,  come  of,  and  haste  the. 
And  take  hede  in  thyn  entent, 


1M 


Aliydjlli 


•  .  .\, 


»    ■  -mi-.» 


:   •    •  V  »    •  ^ 


tite  hfidb  ttB 

Whov  dfe  tte  Urnfd  qyiy^ 
Thst  are  in  hefiv  byflbre  GuiUys  frn^  • 

And  dfe  Hm  godb  bfvi  and  tmr  . 
That  ue  here  in  fldi  oiUifllj  plsBB^ 

Tbjn  owju  kyureuB^  um  aollio  ho  knsir ^ 
And  the  choqrn  aowljs,  flib  Igrma  ofgno^ 

Tbaft  are  in  ImIIb,  and  bfds  flur 


As  Adain,  Abraham^  and  Davyd  in  fere. 

And  man  J  othere  of  good  leputaciony 
That  thin  answer  desyre  to  here. 

And  thin  assent  to  die  Incarnacion, 
In  whiche  thou  standyst  as  persevere. 

Of  alle  mankende  savacion  ; 
Gyff  me  myn  answere  now,  lady  dere. 

To  alle  these  creatures 


Maria.  With  alle  mekenes  I  dyne  to  this  acoide, 

Bowynge  down  my  face  with  alle  boiyngnyt^ ; 
Se  here  the  hand-mayden  of  ours  Lorde, 

Aftyr  thi  worde  be  it  don  to  me. 
GabryeL  Gramercy,  my  lady  ffire, 

Gramercy  of  3our  answere  on  hyght, 
Gramercy  of  30ur  grett  humylyte, 

Gramercy,  ye  lanteme  of  lyght. 

Here  the  Holy  Goat  diecendit  with  iy.  bemye  to  our 
Lady^  the  sone  of  the  Godhed  vest  with  Uj.  bemys  to  the 
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Holy  Chit,  the  fadyr  Godfy  with  iij.  iiemyis  to  th^mme, 
and  so  entre  alle  thre  iof  ker:6o9pn^aHidMarff  ieytXi 


A  !  now  I  ffele  in  my  body  be 
Parfyte  €rod  and  parfyte  miUi;  -'   -     '      ^  •.     i 
Havyng  alle  schappe  of  chyldiy  cainaly t^, . 

Evyn  al  at  onys  thus  God  begian/ 

•  . .  -  • , 

Nott  takynge  flfyrst  o  membyr  and  ^he  another. 

But  parfyte  childhod  ^e  have  anon ; 
Of  3oar  handmayden  nbw  36  have  mad  jdur  modyr, 

\^thowte  peyne  ia  ffleeche  afad'  bdn.  '\  "^ 

Thus  (xmceyved  nevyr  "woman  non,  '  . 

That  evyr  was  beynge  in  this  lyff ; 
O,  myn  hyest  fiadyr,  in  30ur  trone, 

It  is  worthy  ^our  son,  now  my  son,  have  a  prerogaty  fT. 


,-.  f 


I  cannot  telle  what  joy,  what  blysse, 

Now  I  fele  in  my  b6dyj 
Aungel  Gklbryel,  I  thank  jow  for  thys. 

Most  mekely  rebomende  me  to  iny  fa^leres  mercy. 
To  have  be  the  modyr  of  Gbd  fful  lytyl  wend  I, — 

Now  myn  cosyn  £ly3abeth  fPayn  wold  I  se, 
How  sche  hath  conseyvid  as  36  dede  specyfy, 

Now  blyssyd  be  the  hy3  Trynyt^. 

GabryeU  ffiueweyl,  turtyl,  Goddys  dowtere  dere, 

ffarewel,  Gtxidys  modyr,  I  the  honowre, 
ffiurewel,  Groddys  sustyr,  and  his  pleynge  fere, 

fiarewel,  Goddys  chawmere  and  his  bowre. 
Maria,  ffarewel,  Gabryel,  specyalye, 

fiarewel,  Goddys  masangere  expresse, 
I  thank  30W  for  30ur  traveyl  hye, 

Gramercy  of  30ur  grett  goodnes. 

i2 
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And  namely  of  jonr  oomfiortabjl  miwng^ 

Anr  I  midyntBiide  bj  inspTiacioii, 
That  36  knowe  bj  Byng^lBi^  pievylage, 

Moftof  mj  wmys  incamaeioD. 
I  pray  ym  take  it  into  mags. 

Be  a  custom  ocnpacioo. 
To  vesyte  me  ofte  be  mme  pa—age,— 

}our  preaenoe  is  my  oomfinrtadon. 


At  30ur  wyU  hdyy  so  zal  it  be, 
30  genfyllest  of  bbxMl  and  hyest  of  kynrede^ 
That  reynyth  in  erthe  in  ony  degrt. 
Be  pryncypal  incheson  of  the  Qodheda 

I  comende  me  onto  30W,  thou  trone  of  Ae  TMnyt^ 

O  mekest  mayde^  now  the  modjrr  of  Jhesn ; 
Qwen  of  hefne,  lady  of  erthe,  and  empres  of  helle  be  30, 

Socour  to  alle  synful  that  wole  to  30W  sew. 
There  30ur  body  beiyth  the  babe  oure  blysse  xal  renew, 

To  30Wy  modyr  of  mercy,  most  mekely  I  recomende ; 
And  as  I  began,  I  ende  with  an  Ave  new, 

Enjonyd  he&e  and  erthe  with  that  I  ascende. 

Angeli  cantando  istam  sequenciam : — 

Ave  Maria  gratia  plena  1 
Domious  tecum,  virgo  serena  i 


XII.  JOSEPH'S  RETURN. 


Joseph.  How,  dame^  how  f  undo  joure  dore>  undo ! 

Are  30  at  horn  ?  why  spdie  50  notht  ? 
SiUMsma.  Who  is  ther  ?  why  cry  30  so? 

Telle  us  30ur  herand.    Wyl  30  ought? 
Joseph,  Undo  30ur  dore,  I  sey  30W  to, 

ffor  to  com  in  is  alle  my  thought. 
Maria.  It  is  my  spowse  that  spekyth  us  to  ; 

Ondo  the  dore,  his  wyl  were  wrought. 
Wellecome  hom,  m3rn  husbond  dare, 

How  have  30  ferd  in  fer  country  ? 
Joseph.  To  gete  oure  levynge  withowtyn  dwere,0 

I  have  sore  laboryd  ffor  the  and  me.  ^/ 

Maria.  Husbond,  lyght  gracyously  now  come  be  36, 

It  solacyth  me  sore  sothly  to  se  30W  in  syth. 
Joseph.  Me  merveylyth,  wyff,  surely  3our  face  I  cannot  se. 

But  as  the  sonne  with  his  bemys  qwhan  he  is  most  bryth. 
Maria.  Husbond,  it' is  as  it  plesyth  oure  Lord,  that  grace 
of  hym  grew. 

Who  that  evyr  beholdyth  me  veryly, 
They  xall  be  grettly  steryd  to  vertu, 

ffor  this  3yfte  and  many  moo,  good  Lord,  gramercy. 
Joseph.  How  hast  thou  ferde,  jentyl  mayde, 

Whyl  I  have  be  out  of  londe  ? 
Maria,  Sekyr,  sere,   beth  nowth  dysmayde, 

Ryth  aftyr  the  wyl  of  Goddys  sonde. 
Joseph.  That  semyth  evyl,  I  am  afrayd, 

Thi  wombe  to  hy3e  doth  stonde. 
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I  dred  me  sore  I  am  betrayd,  -. 

Sum  other  man  the  had  in  honde,    U 

Hens  sythe  that  I  went.    " 
Thy  wombe  is  gret,  it  gynnyth  to  ryse, 
Than  hast  thou  begowcne  a  aynfulle  gyao. 
Telle  me  dow  in  what  wyse, 

Thyself  thou  I     '  thus  schcnt. 

Ow  !  dame,  what  thinge  men  th  this  ? 

With  childe  thou  1 1  ?th  gret  to  gone. 

Sey  me,  Mary,  this  (        vs      Ijrr  ho  Is  ? 

I  pray  the  belle  me,  t  anon. 

Maria.  The  fadyr  of  Iievyn  and  }e  it  u 

Other  fadyr  hath  be  non ; 
I  dede  nevyr  forfete  with  man  i-wya}  ' 

Wberfore  I  piay  30W  amende  30iir  moo,- 
This  childe  ie  Goddys  and  }our. 
Joseph.  Goddys  childe  !    thon  lyist,  in  fay ;   ~) 
God  .dede  neryr  jape  bo  with  may,  ^ 

And  I  can  nevyr  ther,  I  dare  wel  say, 

5itt  Bonyh  thi  borue. 
But  jit  I  sey,  Mary,  whoos  childe  is  Hub  P 
Maria.  '■  Goddys  and  jouiie,  I  sej  i-wya. 
Jostph.  ja  !  3a  I  alle  olde  men  to  me  take  tent,^ 

And  weddyth  no  wyff  in  no  kynnys  wyse,       J 
That  is  a  jonge  wenche,  be  myo  asent, 

ffor  doute  and  drede  and  swyche  servyse. 
Alas  1  alas !  my  name  is  shent  1 

Alle  men  may  me  now  dyepyae,   , 
And  seyn,  **  olde  ookwotd,  thi  bowe  is  bent 

Newly  now  after  the  FVenscbe  gyee." 
Alas  and  welaway ! 
Alas !  dame,  why  dedyst  thou  so  ? 
Sbr  this  sjmne  that  thou  bast  do, 
I  the  forsake  and  from  the  go, 

fibr  onys,  evyr,  and  ay. 
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Maria.  Alas !  gode  spoWse^  why  sey  36  thus  ? 

Alas !  d^re  hofibund,  amende  ^our  mod. 
It  is  DO  man,  but  swete  Jhesus, 
He  wylle  be  clad  in  flesche  and  blood. 
And  of  30ur  wyff  be  born. 
Sephor,  ffor  sothe,  the  aungel,,  thus  seyd  he. 
That  Groddys  sone  in  Trynit^, 
ffor  mannySjSake  a  man  wolde  be, 
•  Tq  «ave  that  ie  forlorn. 

Jo9eph.  An.aungri  1  alias,  alas!  fy  for  schame ! 

36  syn  now  ii^  that  36  to  say. 
To  puttyn.aD  aungel  in  so  gret  blame. 

Alas !  alas  I  let  be,  do  way. 
It  was  sum  boy  began  this  game, 

That  clothyd  was  clene  and  gay ; 
And  3e  3eYe  hym  now  an  aungele  name, — 

Abs  1  alas  and  welaway ! 

That  isvyr  this  game  betydde. 
A I  dame,  what  thought  haddyst  thou  ? 
Here  may  alle  men  this  proverbe  trow, 
That  many  a  man  doth  bete  the  bow. 

Another  man  hath  the  brydde. 

Maria.  A I  gracyous  God,  in  hefne  trone, 
CJomforte  my  spowse  in  this  hard  cas ; 

Mercyfiil  Grod  amend  his  mone. 
As  I  dede  nevyr  to  gret  trespas. 

Jqsqph.  Ijo  i  lo !  seres,  what  told  I  30W, 

That  it  was  not  for  my  prow, 

A  wyff  to  take  me  to ; 

An  that  is  wel  sene  now, 

ffor  Mary  I  make  god  avow, 

Is  grett  with  childe,  lo  ! 


^L^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^l 
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AIbs  1  why  U  it  SO  ? 

1 

:  o  the  busshop  1  wole  it  telle,  7                             1 

That  he  the  lawe  may 

here  do,    < 
qweUe.    J 

t^ith  stonys  here  to 

Nay  !  nay !  3et  God  fforbede. 

That  I  xuld  do  that  v 

abjl  dedeT 

But  if  I  wyst  wel  qwy. 

I  knew  never 

■a  God  me  spede. 

Tokyn  of  thyt 

nor  dede 

That  ton 

1  velany. 

Nevyr-the-lea  w 

>y. 

Thow  she  be  raeke  a    1  mylde. 

Withowith  mannya  c 

any 

She  myght  not  be  \ 

II  childe. 

But  I  ensure  myn  was  it  nevyr ; 

Thow  that  she  bath  not  done  here  devyr. 

Bather  than  I  xuld  pleynyn  opynly, 
Serteynly  jitt  had  I  le?yr 
fforsake  the  country  ffbr  evyr. 

And  nevyr  come  in  here  company. 
ffi)r  and  men  knew  this  velany. 

In  repreff  thei  wolde  me  holdei'^ 
And  sett  many  bettyr  than  I,         ' 

ja,  hath  ben  made  cokolde.       ^ 

Now,  alas  1  whedyr  xal  I  goune  ? 

I  wot  nevyr  whedjrr  nor  to  what  place ; 
ffor  oftyn  tyme  sorwe  comytb  sone. 

And  lenge  it  is  or  it  pace, — 

No  comforte  may  I  have  here. 
I-wys  wyff  thou  dedyst  me  wronge ; 
Alas !  I  traryed  &om  the  to  longe. 
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Alle  men  have  pety  on  me  amonge, 

ffor  to  my  sorwe  is  no  chere. 

Maria,  Grod,  tliat  in  my  body  art  sesyd. 
Thou  knowist  myn  husbond  is  dysplesyd, 

To  se  me  in  this  plight, 
ffor  unknowlage  he  is  desesyd, 
And  therefore  help  that  he  were  esyd. 

That  he  myght  knowe  the  ful  perfyght. 
ffor  I  have  levyr  abyde  respyt, 

To  kepe  thi  sone  in  privity, 
Grauntyd  by  the  Holy  Spyryt, 

Than  that  it  xulde  be  opynd  by  me. 
Deu»,  Descende^  I  sey,  myn  aungelle. 
Onto  Joseph,  for  to  telle 

Suche  as  my  wyl  i8  ; 
Byd  hym  with  Mary  abyde  and  dwelle, 
ffor  it  my  sone  fful  snelle 

That  she  is  with  i-wys. 
Angelas.  Almyghty  God  of  blys, 

I  am  redy  ffor  to  wende 
Wedyr  as  thi  wyl  is, 

To  go  bothe  fer  and  hynde. 
Joseph,  Joseph ;  thou  wepyst  shryle, 

ffro  thi  wyff  why  comyst  thou  owte  ? 
Josqph.  Good  sere,  lete  me  wepe  my  ffylle. 

Go  forthe  thi  wey  and  lett  me  nowght. 
Angelas.  In  thi  wepynge,  thou  dost  ryght  ylle, 

A3ens  God  thou  hast  myswrought ; 
Go  chere  thi  wyff  with  herty  wylle, 

And  chawnge  thi  chere,  amende  thi  tliought. 
Sche  is  a  ful  clene  may. 
I  telle  the,  God  wyl  of  here  be  bom. 
And  sche  clene  mayd  as  she  was  beforn, 
To  vave  mankynd  that  is  forlorn. 

Go  chere  hyre  therfore,  I  say. 
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Joseph.  A !  lord  Grod,  benedidte  ( 
Of  thi  gret'comfbrte  I  thank  the, 

That  thou  sent  me  this  space. 
I  myght  wel  a  wystpar-d^. 
So  .good  a  creature  as  she 

Wold  nevyr  a  donne  trespace. 
For  sche  is  f ul  of  Grace ; 

I  know  wel  I  have  myswrought, 
I  walk  to  my  pore  jdace, — 

I  aske  fforgyfnes^  I  have  mysthought. 

Now  is  the  tymesen  at  eye. 
That. the  childe  is  now  to  veryfye, 

Whiche  xal  sav&  mankende. 
As  it  was  spoke  be  prophesye ; 
I  thank  the,  God,  that  syttys  on  hye, 

With  hert,  wyl,  and  mende, 
That  evyr  thou  woldyst  me  bynde 

To  wedde  Mary  to  my  wyff, 
Thi  blysful  sone  so  nere  to  fynde, 

In  his  presens  to  lede  my  lyff. 

Alas  1  flFor  joy  I  qwedyr  and  qwake  5 

Alas  I  what  hap  now  was  this  ? 
A  mercy,  mercy,  my  jentyl  make, — 

Mercy !  I  have  seyd  al  atnys ; 
AUe  that  I  have  seyd  here  I  forsake : 

30ur  swete  fete  now  lete  me  kys. 
Mary.  Nay,  lett  be  my  fete,  not  tho  30  take. 

My  mowthe  3e  may  kys  i-wys, 
And  welcome  onto  me. 
Joseph.  Gramercy,  myn  owyn  swete  wyflF, 
Gramercy,  myn  hert,  my  love,  my  lyff, 
Xal  I  nevyr  more  make  such  stryf 
Betwix  me  and  the. 
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A !  Mary,  Mary,  wel  thou  be. 
And  blyssyd  be  the  frewte  in  the, 

Gkxldys  8one  of  myght ! 
Now  good  wyff,  £Ful  of  py t^. 
As  be  not  evyl  payd  with  me, 

Thow  that  thou  have  good  ryght. 
As  for  my  wronge  in  syght, 

To  wyte  the  with  ony  synne. 
Had  thou  not  be  a  yertuous  wythe, 

God  wold  not  a  be  the  withinne. 

I  knowlage  I  have  don  amys, 
I  was  never  wurtiiy  i-wys 

fibr  to  be  thin  hUsbonde ; 
I  xal  amende  aftere  thys, 

Ryghtasthipowyn^is. 

To  serve  the  at  foot  and  honde. 

And  thi  chylde  bothe  to  undyrstonde. 

To  wurchep  hym  with  good  affeccion  ; 
And  therfore  telliB  me,  and  notbinge  whonde. 

The  holy  matere  of  30ur  concepcion. 
Maria.  At  30wre  owyn  wylle,  as  39  bydde  me; 

Ther  came  an  aunge  hyght  Gabryelle, 
And  gret  me  ffayr  and  seyd  Ave, 

And  fertber  more  to  me  gan  telle 
God  kulde  be  borne  of  my  bod^. 

The  ifendys  powst^  ffor  to  ffelle, 
Thorwe  the  Hply  Gost,  as  I  wel  se. 

Thus  God  in  me  wyl  byde  and  dwelle. 
Jo9eph.  Now  I  thank  God  with  speche  and  spelle, 

Tbdt  evyr,  Mary,  I  was  weddyd  to  the. 
Mary.  It  was  the  werk  of  God,  as  I  30W  telle. 

Now  blyssyd  be  that  Lord  so  purveyd  for  me. 
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Maria.  Butt,  hugbond,  of  oo  thynge  I  pray  )ow  most  mekelf , 

I  hare  knowjng  that  oure  cosyn  Ely  }abctli  with  cliilde  is ; 
That  it  pleae  jow  to  go  to  here  hastyly. 

If  ownght  we  myth  comforte  liere,  it  were  to  ma  blys. 
t/of^A.  A  1  Godys  sake  is  she  witli  chitde,  sche  ? 

Than  wole  here  husbond  jakarye  be  mery.  ^^^1 

In  Montaos  they  dwelle  fer  hens,  so  mot  y  tht),  ^^^| 

In  the  cety  of  Juda,  I  kuowe  it  -mrylj ;  ■ 
It  is  hens,  I  trowe,  mylee  two  and  ffyfty. 

We  are  like  (o  be  wery  or  we  come  at  that  aame  ; 
I  wole  with  a  good  wyl,  blyssyd  wyff  Mary, — 

Now  go  we  fbrtbe  than  in  Qoddys  name. 
Maria.  Goth  husbond,  thow  it  be  to  30W  peyne. 

This  jurny  I  pray  jow  lete  ub  go  fiut, 
ffor  I  em  Bchamfaet  of  the  pepyl  to  be  seyne, 

And  namely  of  men,  tberof  I  am  agaat. 
Fylgrymages  and  belpyngee  wolde  be  go  in  hast. 

The  more  the  body  is  peynyd,  the  more  is  the  mede ; 
Say  je  jour  devocionyst  and  I  xal  myn  raut  (P), 

Now  in  this  jumy  God  mote  us  spede  I 
Joteph.  Amen !  Amen  1  and  evjr  more } 
Lo  I  wyff,  lo  1  how  starkly  I  go  before. 

Et  tic  tnmnmt  dreapiaeeam. 
Conien^lacio,  SoTereyneB,undyntondyththatkyiigeDavjdhera 

Ordeyned  ffbure  and  twenty  pregtys  of  grett  devocion. 
In  the  temple  of  God  after  here  let  apere, 

Ihei  weryd  depyd  svmmi  taeerdattt  ffor  her  mynutrauoD. 
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And  on  was  prynce  of  prestys  havynge  domynacyon, 
Amonge  whiche  was  an  old  prest  clepyd  3akarye^ 

And  he  had  an  old  woman  to  his  wyff  of  holy  conversacion, 
Whiche  hyth  Elijabeth,  that  nevyr  had  childe  verylye. 

In  hese  mynistracion  the  howre  of  incense. 

The  aongel  Grabryel  apperyd  hym  to. 
That  hese  wyff  xulde  conseyve  he  jaff  hym  intelligence, 

Hes  juge,  hes  miwurthjrnes,  and  age  not  belevyd  so. 

The  plage  of  dompnesse  his  lippis  lappyd,  lo ! 

Thei  wenten  horn  and  his  wyff  was  conseyvenge ; 
This  concepcion  Gabryel  tolde  oure  lady  to. 

And  in  soth  sone  aftere  that  sage  sche  was  sekynge. 
And  of  her  twejrners  metyng 

Here  gynnyth  the  proces. 
Now  God  be  oore  begynnynge. 

And  of  my  tonge  I  wole  ses. 

Joseph.  A !  A  !  wyff,  in  feyth  I  am  wery, 

Therfore  I  wole  sytt  downe  and  rest  me  ryght  here. 
Lo !  wyff,  here  is  the  house  of  3akary, 

Wole  3e  I  clepe  Ely3abeth  to  30W  to  apere. 
Maria.  Nay,  husbond,  and  it  plese  30W  I  xal  go  ner. 

Now  the  blyssyd  Trynit^  be  in  this  hous  1 
A 1  cosyn  £li3abeth,  swete  modyr,  what  cher  ? 

3e  grow  grett,  a !  my  God  I  how  30  be  gracyous. 
£ti}abethe.  Anon  as  I  herd  of  30W  this  holy  gretynge, 

Mekest  mayden  and  the  modyr  of  God,  Mary, 
Be  3oar  breth  the  Holy  Gost  us  was  inspyrynge. 

That  the  childe  in  my  body  enjoyd  gretly. 
And  tumyd  downe  on  his  knes  to  oure  God  reverently, 

Whom  3e  here  in  your  body  this  veryly  I  ken, 
ff ulfyUyd  with  the  Holy  Gost  thus  lowde  Ic  ry, 

Blyssyd  be  thou  amonge  alle  women. 
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And  blyBsyd  be  the  frut«  of  thi  wombe  also, 

Thou  wurthyest  virgyne  and  wyff  that  ever  was  wrought  I 
Bow  is  it  that  the  modyr  of  God  ma  xulde  coma  to  ? 

That  wreccheof  allewrecchis,  a  whyghtwersthan  nought  1 1 
And  thou  art  blyssyd,  that  belevyd  veryly  in  thi  tliouglit, 

That  the  wurde  of  God  xulde  profyte  in  the, 
But  liow  ttiis  blyssydnes  abought  was  brought, 

I  cannot  thyuk  nyu  say  liow  it  myght  he. 
Maria.  To  the  preysyng  of  God,  cosyn,  this  seyd  mut  be. 

Whan  I  sat  in  my  lytyl  hous  onto  God  praynge^ 
Gabryel  come  and  eeyde  to  me,  Ave  1 

Ther  I  conceyved  God  at  my  consentynge, 
Parfyte  God  and  parfyte  man  at  onys  beynge ; 

ThanD»uiigelM7d.oatd«»,'^n«  tTv^  moa  m  hoA 
Thatit  was  §ez  monethys  syit  se^rcBHMyagag^'  '    ^ 

This  cawsyth  my  comynge,  coeyn,  ^owta/Cotniort^Biae. 
Elizabeth.  Blyssyd  be  je,  cosyn,  ffbr  ^onr  kedyr  comynge,-; 

How  I  conseyvyd  I  xal  to  }ow  say ;  '     ^  i     .  ^  a 

The  Bungel  apperyd  the  howre  of  incensynge, 

Seynge  I  xulde  conseyve,  and  hym  thought  na^ 
Sethe  ffbr  his.mystroet  he  tmtfa  be  dowtne  alnray,!  ' -<    ' 

And  thus  of  my  comepd^n  I  have  30*  nun.      "^  .  >   >  . 
Maria,  ffbr  this  bdy  psalqie  I  b^yaneibereithudaj^  .-.' 

Magnificat  anima  mea  DqmiQum,  '  '  <.i  '     -i    .  : 

Et  exultavit  spirituS  mens  in  De»:  Scutari  meo. 
Eixiobeth,  Be  the  Holy  Grost  With  joye  Gode^  son  isuHie  cum, 
That  thi  spyryte  so  injpuyid  the  heUh  of  thi:God  aotv  •  .- 
Maria,  Quia  reepexit  humllitateiD  oilciHn  «i£, .     '  .  .  .    1 

£cce  enim  ex  hoc  beatam  ms  dicent  omnes^enentimes. 
£^30^^.  ffbr  he  beheld  tb*  lownMof  faeu  handm^desn 

So  ferforthe  fiiar  tbtA  alle  genenunooyi  Uysse  jow  -in  pes. 
Maria.  Quia  fecit  mihi  magna  qui  potensoat,  :•■.:.:  i„x. 

Bt  sanctum nomeo  ejus.  '  .■  -.yf  u  -r;. 

E&yabeth.  ffor  g^tt  tbyoget  he  nade  and  also  mjghtyeet. 

And  ryght  holy  u  the  name  of  bymin  ub.  'if>  :^     v  ^ 
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Maria.  Et  miamoordia  ejtEi9  a  progenie  in  progenies^ 

Timentibus  eum.     ' 
EUyiAeth.  3a,  the  mercy  of  hym  fro  that  k^de  intothe  ky  nd^ 
of  pes, 

£Fbr  alle  that  hym  drade  now  k  he  outn. 
Maria.  Fecit  potenciam  in  hrachio  buov 

Disspendt  8Qperba8:meato  cordis  mi 
EU^abeih.  The  pore  in  hisTygfat  armeheliath  mad  so,- 
The  prowde  to  dyspqrre  and  tiie  thought  of  here  hertjrs  only^ 
Maria.  Deposnit  patentee  desede, 

Et  exaltavit  hmnileSk    * 
EHyabeth.  The  prowde  men  fro^heyise^  pot  hey  • 

And  the  lowly  upon  heyth  in  the  sete  of  pes. ' 
Maria.  Esurientes  implevxt  bonli^' 

Et  divites  dimisit  inan^s^ 
ERyabeth.  Alle  the  ppve  and  the  nedy  he  fulfyllyth  with 
his  goodysy 

And  tiie  ryche  heif^yth  to  vcqrdnes. 
Maria.  Suscepit  Israel  puerum  sunm, 

Recordatus  est  misericordiae  suae. 
EHyxbeth.  Israel  for  his  childe  up  tdce  he  to  cum. 

On  his  mercy  to  thynk  ffor  hese  that  be.     • 
Maria.  Sicut  loeutus  est  ad  patres  nostros^ 

Abraham  et  semini  ejus  in  secukt; 
EUyabeth.  As  he  spak  here  to  oure  forfaderys  in.clos, 

Abraham  and  to  alle  hese  sede  of  hym  in  this  werd  sa. 
Maria.  Gloria  Patri  et  Filio 
Et  Spiritui  Sancto. 

EUyabeth.  Presyng  be  to  the  Fadyr  in  hevyn  lo ! 
The  same  to  the  Son  here  be  so, 

The  Holy  Grost  also  to  ken  ! 
Maria.  Sicut  erat  in  principio,  et  nunc,  et  semper^ 

Et  in  secula  seculorum  i  Amen. 
ER}abeth.  As  it  was  in  the  begynnynge  and  now  is  and  xa) 
be  for  evyr. 

And  in  this  werd  in  alle  good  werkys  to  abydyulYieTi* 
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Ifaria.  This  psaltne  of  proyhesye  seyd  betwen  us  tweyn, 

In  licfne  it  is  wretyn  with  aungellys  bond, 
Evyr  to  be  songe  and  also  t«  be  spyn. 

Every  day  amonge  us  at  oure  evesong. 
But,  cosyn  Elyjabeth,  I  xal  jow  here  Itepe, 

And  this  thre  luouethis  abide  here  now, 
Tyl  je  ban  childe,  to  wascbe,  skore,  and  swepe, 

And  in  alle  that  I  may  to  comforte  30W. 
Eli}abeih.  A  !  je  inodyr  of  God,  je  shewe  us  here  how 

We  xulde  be  meke  that  wrecciiis  here  be  ; 
AUe  hefne  and  herthe  wurcbepp  30W  mow, 

That  are  trone  and  tabemakyl  of  the  by}  Trinity.    .^Hj 
Joseph.  A  !  bow  do  }e,  how  do  3e,  ffadyr  jacharye  ?  ^^M 

We  fFalle  ffast  in  age  withowte  otbe ;  ^1 

Why  shake  30  so  30ur  bed  ?  have  36  tbe  palsyc  ? 

Wliy  speke  36  not,  sere  ?  I  trowe  30  are  not  wroth. 
EHiabeth.  Nay,  wys  ffadyr  Joseph,  therto  he  were  ful  loth, 

It  is  tbe  vesytation  of  God  he  may  not  speke  veryly ; 
Lets  us  thank  God  therffor  bothe. 

He  xal  remedy  it  whan  it  ptesyth  his  mercy. 
Come  and  pray  3CIW  specialy  ; 
I-wya  je  are  welcwne,  Mary ; 

ffor  this  comfortabeleit  comynge,  good  God,  gnmercy  1 
JoitpK  Of  )our  disaese  thynkys  no  greff, 

Thank  God  of  al  adversyt^, 
ffor  he  wyl  chaatyse  and  repreff 

Tho  that  he  lovytb  moat  hertyl^. 
Mary,  I  bold  best  that  we  go  hens. 

We  have  fer  bom  withowt  iayl. 
Maria.  Al  redy  hnabond  without  defena, 

I  wyl  werke  be  jour  counaayL 
Coayn,  be  jour  leve  and  jour  lycena, 

For  homward  now  ua  must  travayl. 
Of  tbia  refreacbynge  io  jour  preaena, 

God  jeld  ym  that  moat  may  avayl. 
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Elizabeth.  Now,  cosynes  bothe^  Gow  30W  spede, 

And  wete  30W  wele  withowtyn  mo, 
50ur  presens  comfortyih  me  indede ; 

And  therfore  now  am  I  ryght  wo^ 
That  je,  my  ffrendys  and  my  kynrede, 

Thus  gone  now  xul  parte  me  fro : 
But  I  pray  God  he  mote  30W  lede. 

In  every  place  wher  so  je  go. 

Here  Mary  and  Eliyabet  partyn,  and  EU^abeth  goth 
to  Zakarie,  and  seyth^ 

Good  busboiid,  ryse  up,  I  beseke  30W, 

And  go  we  to  the  temple  now  &st 
To  wurchep  God  with  that  we  mow. 

And  thank  hym  bothe,  this  is  my  cast 
Of  the  tyme  that  is  comynge  now ; 

ffbr  now  is  cum  mercy,  and  venjauns  is  past : 
God  wyl  be  bom  for  mannys  prow. 

To  brynge  us  to  blysse,  that  ever  xal  last. 

Ckmien^lado.  Lystenyth,sovereyny8,here  is  a  conclusyon. 

How  the  Ave  was  mad  here  is  lernyd  us ; 
The  aungel  seyd  **  Ave,  gratia  plena,  Dominus  tecum, 

Benedicta  tu  in  mulieribus.'' 
EIy3abeth  seyd,  ^*  £t  benedictus  fructus  ventris  tui.'^ 

Thus  Hie  chirche  addyd  Maria  and  Jhesus  her  ; 
Who  seyth  oure  ladyes  sawtere  dayly  for  a  3er  thus, 

He  hath  pardon  ten  thowsand  and  eyte  hundryd  3er. 

Than  ferther  to  oure  matere  to  precede, 

Mary  with  Eli3abeth  abod  ther  stylle 
iij.  monthys  fully,  as  we  rede, 

Thankynge  God  with  hertly  wylle. 
A  i  Lord  Grod,  what  hous  was  this  on  ? 

That  these  childeryn  and  here  moderes  to, 
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Al  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  Jhesus  and  John, 
And  Joseph  and  Zakarye  also. 

And  evyr  oure  lady  abod  stylle  thus, 
Tyl  John  was  of  his  modyr  bom^ 

Aod  thao  jakazye  i^dL-Mqij  '.■''-  ■■■■■■<■■ 
ThKthadbedowv.atMtrl«M|piriidMld/  <. 

He  KoA  WsaheOx  propligpjMil  mmltmat  lalj  / 

And  K>  Hagi^teatt  ud  'Bmt^m^ii  ^"^  "' 
%nt  in  that  {dace  tiMT  made  MB.'  ' 
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Whan  alle  was  doB^o 

Tokefamlerar4)M«IW*«hfa|i''-  -'        ■hi«  ^l 
AtRlqabaaiaiidatjiiiMii^.:  •»':':         '■     'J 

And  kyssyd  John  and  gan-.b^m  Viyih  ■ 

Now  most  mekely  .we  thank  jow  f^  yfur  pacytns^ 

And  beeeke  )0u  of -^ovir' good  sapportacioo. 
If  here  hathe  be  seyd  or  don  any  inconvflnyens. 

We  u^^e  it  to  jour  good  deliberaeioD ; 
Besekynge  to  Grystea  fimeiaaa 'pumyooi 

Consarre  and-  rewarde  jOor,  hedy^  oomjBge  I 
With  Ave  we  b^nnne,-BDdAv0'isooi9eoD^aiy<M, 

Jv0  r^ma  eaimmmto  oareljady'  we  synge. 


XIV.  THE  TRIAL  OF  JOSEPH  AND 

MARY. 


Din,  Avoyd,  seres,  and  kte  my  k)rde  the  buscfaop  come, 
And  syt  in  the  courte  the  lawes  ffor  to  doo ; 

And  I  xal  gon  in  this  place  them,for  to  somowne, 
Tho  that  ben  in  my  book  Hie  court  30  must  com  too. 

I  wame  30W  here  alle  abowte. 

That  I  somown  30W  alle  the  rowte, 

Loke  3e  &yl,  for  no  dowte, 

At  the  court  to  pere. 

Bothe  John  Jurdon,  and  Geffrey  Gyle, 

Malkyn  Mylkedoke,  and  fayr.Mabyle, 

Stevyn  Sturdy,  and  Jak  at  the  Style, 
And  Sawdyr  Sade^lere. 

Thom  Tynkere  and  Betrys  Belle, 
Peyrs  Potter  and  Whatt  at  the  Welle, 
Symme  Smalfeyth  and  Kate  Kelle, 

And  Bertyhnew  the  Bochere. 
Kytt  Cakelere  and  Golett  Crane, 
Gylle  Fetyse  and  fayr  Jane, 
Powle  Pewterere  and  Pemel  Prane, 

And  Phelypp  the  good  Flecchere. 

Cok  Crane  and  Davy  Drydust, 
Luce  Lyere  and  Letyce  Lytyltrust, 
Miles  the  Myllere  and  CoUe  Crakecrust, 

Bothe  Bette  the  Bakere,  and  Robyn  Rede. 
And  loke  yd  ryngewele  in  jour  purs, 
ffor  ellys  jour  cawse  may  spede  the  wurs, 
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Thow  that  je  slynge  Goddys  curs 

Evyn  at  myn  hede,  ffast  com  away. 

Bothe  Boutyng  the  BrowBtere,  and  Sybyly  Slynge, 

Megge  iMerywedyr  and  Sabyn  Sprynge, 

Tyffany  Twynkelere,  ffayle  ffor  nothynge. 
The  courte  xal  be  this  day. 

Bic  itttradit  pagenlum  de  pwrgatione  MaruE  et  Joseph. 
Hie  didt  primus  detractor, 

A !  A !  seiTs,  God  save  50W  alle. 

Here  is  a  fayr  pepyl  in  good  flay ; 
Good  seres,  telle  me  what  men  nie  calle, 

I  trowe  je  kaimot  be  this  day ; 
jitt  I  walke  wide  and  many  way, 

But  jet  ther  I  come  I  do  no  good. 
To  reyse  slawdyr  is  al  my  lay, 

Bakbytere  is  my  brother  of  blood. 

Dede  he  ought  come  hedyr  in  al  this  day, 

Now  wolde  God  that  he  were  here ! 
And  he  my  trewthe,  I  dare  wel  say. 

That  yf  we  tweyn  togedyr  apere. 
More  slawndyr  we  to  xal  erere, 

Within  an  howre  thorweouth  this  town, 
Than  evyr  ther  was  this  thowsand  sere, 

And  ellys  I  shrewe  jow  bothe  up  and  downe. 

Now  be  my  trewthe  I  have  a  syght 

Evyn  of  my  brother,  lo !  where  he  is : 
Welcom,  dere  brother,  n^  trowthe  I  plyght, 

)owre  jentyl  mowth  let  me  now  ky«. 
Secundtu  detraclor.  Gramercy,  brother,  so  have  I  blys, 

I  am  ful  glad  we  met  this  day. 
Prwttu  detractor.  Ryght  so  am  I,  brothyr,  i-wys, 

Meche  gladder  than  I  kan  say. 
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But  3itt,  good  brother^  I  30W  pray^ 

Telle  alle  these  pepyl  what  is  30ur  name  ; 
ffor  yf  thei  knew  it^  my  lyf  I  lay. 

They  wole  >ow  wurchep  and  speke  gret  fame. 
Secundut  detractor.  I  am  Bakbytere,  that  spyllyth  alle 
game, 

Bothe  kyd  and  knowyn  in  many  a  place. 
Primus  detractor.  Be  my  trowth  I  seyd  the  same. 

And  3et  siun  seyden  thou  xulde  have  evyl  grace. 
Secundui  detractor.  Herk,  Reyse-sclaundyr,  canst  thou 
owth  telle 

Of  any  newe  thynge  that  wrought  was  late  ? 
Primiu  detractor.  Within  a  shorte  whyle  a  thynge  befelle, 

I  trowe  thou  wylt  lawhj  ryght  wel  therate, 
ffor  be  trowth,  ryght  mekyl  hate, 

If  it  be  wyst,  therof  wyl  growe. 
Secundtis  detractor.  If  I  may  reyse  therwith  debate, 

I  xal  not  spare  the  seyd  to  sowe. 
Primus  detractor.  Syr,  in  the  tempyl  a  mayd  tlier  was, 

Calde  mayd  Mary,  the  trewth  to  telle  ; 
Sche  semyd  so  holy  withinne  that  plas, 

Men  seyd  sche  was  ffedde  with  holy  aungelle. 
Sche  made  a  vow  with  man  nevyr  to  melle,. 

But  to  leve  chast  and  clene  virgine ', 
How  evyr  it  be  her  wombe  doth  swelle. 

And  is  as  gret  as  thinne  or  myne. 
Secundus  detractor.   >a !    that  old  shrewe  Joseph,  my 
trowth  I  plyght. 

Was  so  anameryd  upon  that  mayd. 
That  of  hyr  bewty^,  whan  he  had  syght. 

He  sesyd  nat  tylle  had  here  asayd. 
Primus  detractor.  A !  nay,  nay,  wel  wers  she  hath  hym 
payd. 

Sum  fresche  3onge  galaunt  she  lovyth  wel  more. 
That  his  leggys  to  here  hatli  leyd. 

And  that  doth  greve  the  old  man  sore. 
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Seeimditi  detractor.  Beaiytrovliie^cliMty-^vdbe^. 

ffbr  fifesche  and  iajrdMittosy|g^ 
And  suche  a  menyl,  as  aemytli  hm^ 

Woldecause  a  songe  man  to  hKm^6Ayfjkt» 
Priimm  d^rabtar.  Soobe  •  50ngB  ^Miiwnt*  qf  hmtA 
bryght^ 

And  of  schap  eoanQeljalflO, 
Of  hire  tayle  oftetyme  be  lygfat, . 

And  lygfa  tekyl  nndyr thetoo^ 
Secundw  d^raetar.  That  (Me-eokQlde^va»evyi  h^gylji. 

To  that  firesche  wenche  whan  he  was  wedde; 
Now  muse^  he  fiideiTn  anothyr  manoya  ohyUe,   . 

And  with  his  ewynke  hezal  be  fedde. 
Primui  detractor.  A  yn^-man  may  do  laote eheie^ in 
bedde 

To  a  3onge  wench^  than  may  an  dde ; 
That  is  the  cawse  suche  lawe  is  ledde, 

That  many  a  man  is  a  kokewolde. 

Hie  sedet  epiiccpta  Abi^achar  inter  duos  legis  doc^ 
tores  J  et  audientes  hanc  defamationem  vocat  ad  se  deirac- 
tores  f  dicenSf 

JEpiscopus.   Herke  30,  felaways^  why  speke  '50  suche 
schame 

Of  that  good  virgyn,  ffayr  mayd  Mary ; 
38  be  acursyd  so  hire  for  to  deftune. 

She  that  is  of  lyff  so  good  and  holy. 
Of  hire  to  speke  suche  velany, 

30  make  myn  hert  ful  hevy  of  mood  ; 
I  charge  30W  sese  of  30ure  fiEds  cry, 

ffor  sche  is  sybbe  of  myn  owyn  blood. 
Secundus  detractor.  Syb  of  thi  kyn  thow  that  she  be, 

Alle  gret  with  chylde  hire  wombe  doth  swelle  ; 
Do  calle  here  hedyr,  thiself  xal  se 

That  it  is  trewthe  that  I  the  telle. 
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Primus  detradar.  Sere,  Sbr  joar  sake  I  xal  kepe  cawn- 
eelle. 

30W  for  to  greve  I  am  ryght  k>th ; 
But  lest,  seres,  lyat  what  sey  th  the  belle, 

Oore  tBLyr  mayd  dow  gret  with  ehilde  goth. 
Primus  doctor  legis.  Take  good  heed,  teres,  what  56  doth  say, 

Avyse  30W  wele  what  ^e  present ; 
5yf  this  be  fbwnd  fids,  anothyr  day 

Fed  sore 30  xal  30ur  talerepent. 
Secwubis  detractor.  ^  Sere,  the  mayd  ibrsothe  is  good 
and  gent, 

Bothe  comely  and  gay,  and  a  fityr  wenche; 
And  feetly  with  help  sche  can  consent 

To  set  a  cekewolde  oH  the  bye  benche. 
Secundus  doctor  legis.  ^e  be  tobesy  of  30ur  langage, 

I  hope  to  God  30W  fids  to  preve ; 
It  were  gret  rewthe  she  xulde  so  outrage, 

Or  with  suohe  synne  to  myscheve. 
Episcopus.  This  evy  talys  myhert  doth  greve. 

Of  hire  to  here  suche  fowle  dalyawnce ; 
If  she  be  fowndyn  in  suche  repreve. 

She  xal  sore  rewe  here  governawns. 

Sym  Somnere,  in  hast  wend  thou  thi  way,-^— 

Byd  Joseph  and  his  wyff  be  name 
At  the  coorte  to  appere  this  day. 

Here  hem  to  pourge  of  her  defame. 
Sey  that  I  here  of  hem  grett  schame. 

And  that  doth  me  gret  hevynes ; 
If  thei  be  clone  withowtyn  blame, 

Byd  hem  come  hedyr  and  shew  wyttnes. 
Den.  Alle  redy,  sere ;  I  xal  hem  calle, 

Here  at  3our  courte  for  to  appere ; 
And  yf  I  may  hem  mete  withalle, 

I  hope  ryght  sone  thei  xal  ben  here. 
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Awoyi  teres,  lete  mo  com  nem, 

A  man  of  wurchqp  here  eomyih  tx>  place. 
Of  curteqr  ma  aemyth  ye  be  tx>  lero. 

Do  of  your  hodys  with  an  evyl  grace. 
Do  me  sum  wurchep  befinr  my  ftce. 

Or  be  my  trowtiie  I  xal  yow  make. 
If  that  I  roUe  50W  up  in  my  race, 

ffor  fere  I  xal  do  your  ars  qwake. 
But  yit  sum  mede  and  ye  me  take, 

I  wyl  withdrawe  my  gret  rough  totb. 
Gold  or  sylvyr  I  wyl  not  forsake) 

But  evyn  as  alle  somnoree  dotfa. 

A !  Joseph,  good  day,  with  tbi  thjr  spowse. 
My  brde  the  buschop  batiii  for  yow  sent; 

It  is  hym  tolde  that  in  thin  house, 

A  cockoldeis  bowe  is  eche  nyght  bent. 
He  that  shett  the  bolt  is  lyke  to  be  schent : — 

ffayre  mayde,  that  tale  3e  kan  best  telle ; 
Now  be  30ure  trowthe  telle  your  entent, 

Dede  not  the  archere  plese  30W  ryght  welle  ? 
Maria.  Of  God  in  hevyn  I  take  wyttnes. 

That  synful  werk  was  nevyr  my  thought ; 
I  am  a  mayd  yit  of  pure  clennes, 

Lyke  as  I  was  into  this  werd  brought. 
Den.  Othyr  wyttnes  xal  non  be  sought, 

Thou  art  with  childe,  eche  man  may  se ; 
I  charge  30W  bothe  ye  tary  nought, 

But  to  the  buschop  com  forth  with  me. 
Joseph.  To  the  buschop  witii  30W  we  wende. 

Of  oure  purgacion  have  we  no  dowth. 
Maria.  Almyghty  God  xal  be  oure  frende. 

Whan  the  trewthe  is  tryed  owth. 
Den.  3  a  no  this  wyse  excusyth  here  every  scowte. 
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Whan  here  owyn  synne  hem  doth  defame ; 
But  lowly  than  thei  gyn  to  lowth, 

Whan  thei  be  gylty  and  fowndjrn  in  blame. 

Therfore  com  forthe,  cokewolde  be  name, 

The  boMchop  xal  30ur  lyff  appose ; 
Com  forth  also,  3e  goodly  dame, 

A  clene  huswyff,  as  I  suppose. 
I  xal  30W  tellyn,  withowtyn  glose. 

And  3e  were  myn  withowtyn  lak ; 
I  wolde  eche  day  beschrewe  30ur  nose, 

And  30  dede  brynge  me  suche  a  pak. 

My  lord  the  buschop,  here  have  I  brought 

This  goodly  copyl,  at  30ur  byddyng ; 
And  as  me  semyth  as  be  here  fraught, 

**  ffayr  chylde,  lullay,**  sone  must  she  syng. 
Primus  detractor.  To  here  a  eredyl  and  3e  wolde  brynge, 

3e  myght  save  monye  in  here  purse ; 
Becawse  she  is  30ur  cosyn  3ynge, 

I  pray  30W,  sere,  lete  her  nevyr  fare  the  wers. 
Episcqpus.  Alas  !  Mary,  what  hast  thou  wrought  ? 

lamaschamydevynfortiiisake; 
How  hast  thou  chaungyd  thin  holy  thought  ? 

Dude  old  Joseph  with  strenght  the  take  ? 
Or  hast  thou  chosyn  another  make. 

By  whom  thou  art  thus  brought  in  scharae  ? 
Telle  me  who  hath  wrought  this  wrake  5 — 

How  hast  thou  lost  thi  holy  name  ? 
Maria.  My  name,  I  hope,  is  saff  and  sownde, 

God  to  wjrttnes  I  am  a  mayd  ! 
Of  ffleschly  lust  and  gostly  wownde, 

In  dede  nere  thought  I  nevyr  asayd. 
Prinms  doctor  kffis.  How  xulde  thi  worabe  thus  be  arayd. 

So  grettly  swoUyn  as  that  it  is  ? 
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But  if  sum  man  the  had  ofjr Jqfd, 

Thi  wombe  xulde  never  be  io  grct  U«ys. 
Secmdui  doctor  Iq/h.'  Hierk0  thoa^.  JiQii^h,  I  «m  ifmjd 

That  thou  hast  wrought  this  opyn  tjime; 
This  woman  thoo  hast  thus  betimyd. 

With  gret  flaterynge  or  emn  fidsqgymie. 
Secutuha  detractor.  Now  be  myn  tiowthe  je-bjtftf  Hie 
pynne, 

With  that  purpose  in  feylii  I  holde } 
Telle  now  how  thou  th«s  dud jit  Wynne, 

Or  knowlyche  thiself  flbr-a  eodrawokL 
JoHph.  Sche  is  for  me  a  Irewe  elene  mayde. 

And  I  for  hire  am  clone  also  ; 
Of  fflesschly  synne  I  nevyrasayde, 

Sythyn  that  sche  was  weddyd  me  to. 
Episcqpus.  Thou  xalt  not  schape  from  us  3itt  so ; 

fiyrst  thou  xalte  teilyn  us  another  lay ; 
Stray t  to  the  awter  thou  xalt  go, 

The  drynge  of  vengeawns  ther  to  asay. 

Here  is  the  hotel  of  Qoddys  vengeauns  ;— 

Thys  drynk  xal  be  now  thi  purgaeion ; 
This  hath  suche  vertu  by  Goddys  ordenauns, 

That  what  man  drynk  of  this  potacion, 
And  gothe  serteyn  in  processyon. 

Here  in  this  place  this  awtere  abowth. 
If  he  be  g  Ity,  sum  maculacion 

Pleyn  in  his  fieice  xal  shewe  it  owth. 

Iff  thou  be  gylty,  telle  us,  lete  se. 

Over  Godys  myght  be  not  to  bolde : 
If  thou  presume  and  gylty  be, 

God  thou  dost  greve  many  a  folde. 
Joseph.  I  am  not  gylty,  as  I  fyrst  tolde, 

Allemyghty  God  I  take  wytnes ! 
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Episcqptu.  Than  this  dryiike  in  hast  thou  holde. 
And  on  processyon  anon  the  dresse. 

Hie  JoHph  bibit  ei  aepiies  circuivit  aliare  dicens^ 

Joseph.  This  drynk  I  take  with  meke  entent, 

As  I  am  gyltles,  to  God  I  pray,— - 
Lord  1  as  thou  art  omnypotente. 

On  me  thou  shewe the trowthe thisday .  (Moda bML) 
About  this  awtere  I  takeifae  way, 

O  gracyous  God !  help  thi  servaunt, 
As  I  am  gyltles  ajen  ^on  may. 

Thin  hand  of  mercy  this  ^rme  me  gramit ! 

Den.  This  olde  shrewe  may  not  wele  gon, 

Longe  he  taryeth  to  go  abowth } 
Lyfle  up  thi  feet,  sett  fiirthe  thi  ton. 

Or  be  my  trewthe  thou  getyst  a  clowte ! 
Secundua  detractor.  Now,  sere  evyl  Thedom,  com  to  thi 
snowte! 

What  heylyght  thi  leggys  now  to  be  lame  ? 
Thou  dedyst  hem  put  rygfat  freschly  owte. 

Whan  thou  dedyst  play  witii  3on  3onge  dame. 

Primue  detractor.  I  pray  to  Gkxl  gyf  hym  myschawns, 

Hese  leggys  here  do  folde  for  age ; 
But  with  this  damysel  whan  he  dede  dawns, 

The  olde  charle  had  ryght  gret  corage. 
Den.  The  shrewe  was  than  sett  in  a  dotage, 

And  had  good  lust  that  tyme  to  pleyn  ; 
3aff  sche  not  30W  cowdel  to  potage, 

Whan  36  had  don,  to  comforte  30ur  brayn  ? 

Joaq^h.  A !  gracyous  God,  hdp  me  this  tyde, 

Ageyn  this  pepyl  that  me  doth  fame  ; 
As  I  nevyr  more  dede  toche  where  syde, 

This  day  help  me  fro  werdly  sehame  I 
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Abowte  this  awtere  to  kepe  my  fiane, 

Vij.  tymes  I  have  gon  rownd  abowte ; 
If  I  be  wurtby  to  sofiyr  blame, 

O  ryghtful  Gk)d,  my  synne  sbewe  owu^te. 

E^ritc€pu8.  Joseph,  with  hert  thank  God  thi  Lorde, 

Whoe  hey3  mercy  doth  the  excuse ; 
ffbr  thi  porgacion  we  xal  recoide. 

With  hyre  of  symie  thou  dedyst  never  muse. 
But,  IHary,  thiself  mayat  not  refuse ; 

Alle  grett  with  chylde  we  se  the  stonde. 
What  mystyr  man  dede  the  mysuse, 

Why  hast  thou  synnyd  ageyn  thin  husbonde  ? 

Maria.  I  trespacyd  nevyr  with  erthely  wyght ; 

Therof  I  hope,  thorowe  Goddys  sonde. 
Here  to  be  purgyd  before  30ur  syght, 

ffrom  alle  synne  clene,  lyke  as  myn  husbonde. 
Take  me  the  hotel  out  of  30ur  honde. 

Here  xal  I  drynke  befom  30ur  face ; 
Abowth  this  awtere  than  xal  I  fonde, 

Vij.  tymes  to  go,  by  Godys  grace. 

Primus  doctor  legia.  Se  this  bolde  bysmare  wolde  presume, 

Ageyn  God  to  preve  liis  myght ! 
Thow  Goddys  vengeauns  hyre  xuld  consume, 

Sche  wyl  not  telle  hyre  fals  delyght. 
Thou  art  with  chylde,  we  se  in  syght, 

To  us  thi  wombe  the  doth  accuse, 
Ther  was  nevyr  woman  3itt  in  suche  plyght. 

That  ffrom  mankynde  hyre  kowde  excuse. 

Primus  detractor.  In  ffeyth  I  suppose  that  this  woman  slepte 
Withowtyn  alle  coverte,  whylle  that  it  dede  snowe. 

And  a  flake  therof  into  hyre  mowthe  crepte. 

And  therof  the  chylde  in  hyre  wombe  doth  growe. 
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Seeundui  detractor.  Than  beware  dame,  for  this  is  wel  i-knowe 

Whan  it  is  bom,  yf  that  the  sunne  shyne, 
It  wyl  tume  to  watyr  ageyn,  as  I  trowe, 

ffor  snow  onto  watyr  dothe  evyr  more  reelyne. 

Secundui  doctor  legtB.  With  Goddys  hy}  myght,  loke  thou  not 
jape, 

Of  thi  pnrgacion  wel  the  avyse ; 
Yf  thou  be  gylty,  thou  mayst  not  schape. 

Beware  evyr  of  God,  that  ryghtful  justyce. 
If  God  with  vengeauns  set  on  the  his  syse, 

Not  only  thou  but  aUe  thi  kyn  is  schamyd ; 
Bettyr  it  is  to  telle  the  trewthe  devyse, 

Than  God  for  to  greve  and  of  him  be  gramyd. 

Maria.  I  trostyn  in  his  grace,  I  xal  hym  nevyr  greve, 

His  servaunt  I  am  in  worde,  dede,  and  thought ; 
A  mayd  undefyled  I  hope  he  xal  me  preve, 

I  pray  30W  lett  me  nought. 
Episcopus.  Now  be  that  good  Lord,  that  alle  this  werd  hath 
wrought. 

If  God  on  the  shewe  ony  manyr  tokyu, 
Purgacion  I  trowe  was  nevjr  so  dere  bowth. 

If  I  may  on  the  in  any  wyse  be  wrokyn. 

Holde  here  the  hotel  and  take  a  large  draught, 

And  abowth  the  awtere  go  thi  processyon. 
Marya.  To  God  in  this  case  my  cawse  I  have  be-taught, 

Lorde,  thorwe  thin  helpe,  I  drynke  of  this  potacyon. 

E&c  beata  virgo  bibit  de  potadone,  et  postea  circuivit  altar e, 
dicens, 

God,  as  I  nevyr  knew  of  mannys  maculacion, 

But  evyr  have  lyved  in  trew  virginity, 
Send  me  this  day  thin  holy  consolacion, 

That  aUe  this  fayr  peple  my  clennes  may  se. 
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0  gracyous  God,  as  thou  haat  chose  me, 
(for  to  be  thi  modyr,  of  me  to  be  born  l- 

Save  tbi  tabernacle  that  clene  is  kepte  for  the, 

Whiche  now  am  put  at  repref  and  skorn. 
Gabryel  me  tolde  with  wordys  he  beforn. 

That  36  of  jour  goodnes  wold  become  my  chylde ; 
Help  now  of  jour  hyjneaa,  my  wurehep  be  not  lom, 

A !  dere  sone,  I  pray  jow,  help  jour  modyr  mylde, 

Episcopua.  Almyght^  God,  what  may  this  mene, 

ffor  alle  the  drynke  of  Goddys  potacyon. 
This  woman  with  chylde  is  fayr  and  clene, 

Withowtyu  fowle  spotte,  or  maculacion. 

1  cannat,  be  noo  ymagynacion, 
Preve  byre  gylty  and  synful  of  lyff ; 

It  shewit  opynly,  by  here  purgacion, 
Sche  is  clcne  Dwyde,  batheimodyanand  wyff  L 

Primia  detraetor.  Be  my  fadyr  boi^  bvrs  ii  giqt  g;^,- 

Because  ache  is  qrb  of  jour  kynreod ; 
The  drynk  is  chaongyd  by  Bum  fols  wyla, 

That  sche  no  Bbams  soIiki'haTe  tbH'rtMd.' 
Epitcoputt.  Became  thou  den^et  Aat  we  ia  Miehedoy . 

And  for  thou  ded^hem  fynt  defeBiej 
Thou  xalt  ryght  here,  magr^  thin  heed, 

Beforn  alle  ttuspepy^diraltaftbeinne. 

iVinuif;  deiractof:  iSyr^  in  gtwd-ffisyth-ootdmightil  putf%>  - 
If  these  to  d^nkeres  have  iiot  aUe  sprnt. 

His  UiU,  elMMfitat.  iUbm»fn  copte  cQdU,a!<uA«^^. 

Out,  out,  alas  I  what  heylith  my  sculle. 

At  myn  heediwitb^Tsvie  tfayiA^itik'bTeBtl 

Mercy,  good  Mary,  I  do  m^re^Kot, 
Of  my  cursyd  and  fiUitkiigfags. 
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Maria.  Now,  Grod^^Lardiinlterjfi'OmDjfifteiity' 
Of  his  grett  men^  ynQifdekxwB  BtmagB*  • 

JEpiscqpm.  We  aUftob  kn6ivfa]lft  ilwre  ongvownd^ 

Thou  Goddys  bftiidamajrd  prayngifbn  grace  j 
Alle  cunyd  langage  and'jithaiiieiiyi'80wnd,' 

Good  Marj,  fforjeve  uaJifinuia.  tin%  places 
Maria.  Now  God  for}eve  30W  alle  30wre  trespace, 

And  also  forjeve  }0w  alle  defamacion 
That  36  have  sayd,  bothe  more  and  lesse, 

To  myn  hynderawnce  and  raaculacion. 


r.  Now  blyssyd  virgyne,  we  thank  30W  alle 

Of  30ure  good  hert  and  gret  pacyens ; 
We  wyl  go  with  30W  horn  to  30ur  halle. 

To  do  30W  servys  with  hy}  reverens. 
Maria.  I  thank  30W  hertyly  of  30ur  benevolens. 

Onto  30ur  owyn  hous  I  pray  30W  39  goo, 
And  take  this  pepyl  horn  with  30W  hens, 

I  am  not  dysposyd  to  passyn  hens  froo. 

Episcqpus.  Than  fiarewel,  mayden  and  pure  virgyne, 

Farewel,  trewe  handmayd  of  God  in  blys ! 
We  alle  to  30W  lowly  inclyne. 

And  take  oure  leve  of  30W,  as  wurthy  is. 
Maria,  AUemyghty  God,  30ur  weys  wysse, 

ffor  that  hy3  lord  is  most  of  myght, 
He  mote  30W  spede,  that  3e  not  mys. 

In  hevyn  of  hym  to  have  a  syght. 

Joseph.  Honouryd  in  hevyn  be  that  hy3  lorde, 
Whos  endles  grace  is  so  habundaunt, 

That  he  doth  shewe  the  trewe  recorde 
Of  iche  wyhgt  that  is  his  trewe  servaunt. 

That  Lord  to  wurchepe  with  hert  plesaunt, 
We  botfae  he  hownd  ryght  on  this  place, 
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Whiche  oure  purgacyon  us  dyde  graunt, 
And  prevyd  us  pure  by  hiej  grace. 


Maria,  fforsothe,  good  spowse,  I  thank  hym  hyjly, 
Of  his  good  grace  ffor  our  purgacion  1 

Oure  clennes  is  knowyn  ful  opynly. 
Be  vertu  of  his  grett  consolacion. 


XV.  THE  BIRTH  OF  CHRIST. 


JoHph.  Lord,  what  travayl  to  man  is  wrought ! 

Rest  in  this  werd  behovyth  hym  non ; 
Octavy&n  oure  emperor  sadly  hath  besought 

Oure  trybatebym  to  here,  ffolk  must  forth  ichon. 
It  is  cryed  in  every  bourgh  and  cety  be  name  ; 

I  that  am  a  pore  tymbre  wryth,  born  of  the  blood  of 
Davyd, 
The  emperores  comawndement  I  must  holde  with, 

And  ellys  I  were  to  blame. 

Now,  my  wyff  Mary,  what  sey  3e  to  this  ? 

For  sekyr,  nedys  I  must  fforth  wende 
Onto  the  cyt^  of  Bedleem,  ffer  hens  i-wys ; — 

Thus  to  labore  I  must  my  body  bende. 
Maria.  Myn  husbond  and  my  spowse,  with  30W  wyl  I 
wende, 

A  syght  of  that  cy  t^  ffayn  wolde  I  se ; 
If  I  myght  of  myn  alye  ony  ther  ffynde, 

It  wold  be  grett  joye  onto  me. 

Joseph,  My  spowse,  3e  be  with  childe,  I  fere  30W  to  kary, 

flTor  me  semyth  it  were  werkys  wylde ; 
But  30W  to  plese  ryght  ffayn  wold  I, 

3itt  women  benethe  to  greve  whan  thai  be  with  childe. 
Now  latt  us  fforth  wende  as  ffast  as  we  may, 

And  almyghty  God  spede  us  in  oure  jurnay  ! 
Maria.  A  I  my  swete  husbond,  wolde  36  telle  to  me, 

What  tre  is  3on  standynge  upon  ^n  hylle  ? 

L 
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Of  herborwe  ffor  spowse  and  me  I  }ow  pray, 

ffor  trewly  this  woman  is  fful  wer^, 

And  fayn  at  reste,  sere,  wold  she  be ; 
We  wolde  finlfiylle  the  byddynge  of  oure  emperoure, 
ffor  to  pay  trybute,  as  ryght  is  oure. 
And  to  kepe  ouresdfe  firom  dolowre. 
We  are  come  to  this  cytd. 
Cwe$.  Sere,  ostage  in  this  towne  know  I  non. 

Thin  wyff  and  thoa  in  for  to  slepe  j 
This  cet^  is  besett  with  pepyl  every  won, 

And  }ett  ihei  ly  withowte  £Ful  every  strete. 

Withinne  no  walle,  man,  comyst  thou  nowth, 

Be  thou  onys  withinne  the  eyt^  gate ; 
On  ethys  in  the  strete  a  pbce  may  be  sowth, 

Theron  to  reste,  withowte  debate. 
Jo$qfK  Nay,  sere,  debate  that  wyl  I  nowth ; 

Alle  suche  thyngys  passyn  my  powere : 
But  3itt  my  care  and  alle  my  thought 

Is  for  Mary,  my  derlynge  dere. 

A  !  swete  wyff,  what  xal  we  do? 

Wher  xal  we  logge  this  nyght  ? 
Onto  the  fladyr  of  heffne  pray  we  so, 

Us  to  kepe  ffrom  every  wykkyd  whyt.^* 
CiveM.  Good  man,  o  word  I  wyl  the  sey, 

If  thou  wylt  do  by  the  counsel  of  me ; 
3ondyr  is  an  hous  of  haras  that  stant  be  the  way, 

Amonge  the  bestys  herboryd  may  36  be. 
Maria.  Now  tlie  fadyr  of  hefhe  he  mut  30W  3elde  ! 

His  sone  in  my  wombe  forsothe  he  is ; 
He  kepe  the  and  thi  good  be  fryth  and  ffelde ! 

Go  we  hens,  husbond,  for  now  tyme  it  is. 

But  herk  now,  good  husbond,  a  newe  relacyon, 

Whiche  in  myself  I  know  ryght  welle ; 

l2  I 


148  OOYENTRY  MYSTBBIES. 

Ciyst  in  me  bath  take  incaiinacioiij 
Sone  wele  be  borne,  the  trowtfae  I  ftle. 

In  this  pore  logge  my  chawmere  I  taake. 

Here  for  to  abyde  the  blyssyd  byrthe 
Of  hym  that  alle  this  word  dude  make^-— 

Betwyn  myn  sydes  1  fele  he  styrthe. 
Joseph.  God  be  thin  help,  spome^  it  swemyth  me  sore, 

Thus  febyly  ioggyd  and  in  so  pore  d^gr^ 
Goddys  sone  amonge  bestys  ffor  to  be  bore ; 

His  woundyr  werkys  ffulfyllyd  must  be  f 
In  an  hous  that  is  desolat,  withowty  any  walle, 

flyer  nor  wood  non  here  is. 
Maria.  Joseph,  myn  husbond,  abydyn  here  I  xai, 

ffor  here  wyl  be  bom  the  kjrnges  sone  of  blys  I 
Joseph,  Now,  jentyll  wyff,  be  of  good  myrthe, 

And  if  36  wyl  owght  have,  telle  me  what  39  thynk; 
I  xal  not  spare  for  schep  nor  derthe,-^ 

Now  telle  me  30ur  lust  of  mete  and  drynk. 
Maria,  ffor  mete  and  drynk  lust  I  ryght  nowth, 

Allemyghty  God  my  fode  xal  be  ! 
Now  that  I  am  in  chawmere  brought, 

I  hope  ryght  welle  my  chylde  to  se. 
Therfore  husbond,  of  30ur  honest^, 

Avoyd  30W  hens  out  of  this  place ; 
And  I  alone,  with  humylit^. 

Here  xal  abyde  Goddys  hy3  grace. 
Joseph.  Alleredy,  wyff,  30W  for  to  plese 

I  wyl  go  bens  out  of  30ur  way ; 
And  seke  sum  mydwyvys  30W  for  to  ese. 

Whan  that  30  travayle  of  childe  this  day. 
fforewelle,  trewe  wyff,  and  also  clene  may, 

God  be  30ur  comforte  in  Trinyt^ ! 
Maria.  To  God  in  hevyn  for  30W  I  pray. 

He  3pw  preserve  wherso  36  be ! 
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Hie  (him  JoHfih  eat  abaens  parit  Maria  Jiliuni  unige" 
fuium. 
Jo9eph.  Now  Grod,  of  whom  comjrthe  alle  releffis. 

And  as  alle  grace  in  the  is  grownde, 
So  save  my  wyff  from  hurt  and  greffe, 

Tyl  I  sum  mydwy vys  for  here  have  fownde ! 
Travelynge  women  in  care  be  bownde, 

\^th  grete  throwys  whan  thei  do  grone ; 
God,  helpe  my  wyfF  that  sche  not  swownde  ! 

I  am  ful  sory  sche  is  alone. 

It  is  not  convenient  a  man  to  be 

Ther  women  gon  in  travalynge ; 
Wherfore  sum  mydwyff  fiayn  wold  I  se, 

My  wyfF  to  helpe  that  is  so  3enge. 
yehmy.  Why  makyst  thou  man  suche  mornyng? 

Telle  me  sumdele  of  30ur  gret  mone. 
Joseph.  My  wyf  is  now  in  gret  longynge, 

Travelyng  of  chylde,  and  is  alone  : 
ffor  Godys  love  that  sytt  in  trone. 

As  38,  mydwyvys,  that  kan  30ur  good, 
Help  my  3onge  spowse  in  haet  anone, — 

I  drede  me  sore  of  that  fayr  food. 
Sahme.  Be  of  good  chore  and  of  glad  mood, 

We  ij.  mydwy  vys  with  the  wylle  go ; 
Ther  was  nevyr  woman  in  suche  plyght  stood. 

But  we  were  redy  here  help  to  do. 

My  name  is  Salomee,  alle  men  me  knowe 

ffor  a  mydwyff  of  wurthy  fame  j 
Whan  women  travayl,  grace  doth  growe, 

Ther  as  I  come  I  had  nevyr  shame. 
yehmye.  And  I  am  3elomye,  men  knowe  my  name  j 

We  tweyn  with  the  wyl  go  togedyr. 
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And  help  thi  wyff  fro  hurt  and  grame 

Come  forthe,  Joseph,  go  we  streythe  thedyi 
Joseph.  I  thank  30W,  damys,  je  comforte  my 

Streyte  to  my  spowse  walke  we  the  way. 
In  this  pore  logge  lyght  Mary  my  wyff; 

Hyre  for  to  comforte,  gode  frendys,  asay. 
Salome.  We  dare  not  entre  this  logge  in  fa; 

Tiier  is  therin  so  gret  bryghtnes, — 
Mone  be  nyght  nor  sunne  be  day 

Shone  nevyr  so  elere  in  ther  lyghtnesse. 
^elomt/e.  Into  this  hous  dare  I  not  gon, 

The  woundyrffuUe  lyght  doth  me  affray. 
Joseph.  Than  wyl  myself  gon  in  aloo. 

And  chere  my  wyff,  if  that  I  may  j,i 
AUe  heyl,  maydon  and  wyff,  I  say ! 

How  doet  thou  fare  ?  tsDe  me  thi  «here ! 
The  for  to  comforte  in  gesyne  thw  iiy, 

Tweyn  gode  mydwyvis  I  have  brought  here. 
The  for  to  helpe  that  art  in  bcude  bond^ 

jetomye  and  Salomee  be  come  with  me,— 
ffbr  dowte  of  drede  witbowte  tliei  do  etood. 

And  dare  not  cnne  in  for  lyght  that  tliej  se. 

Hie  Maria  suhridettdo  dicat,  Maria. 

Maria.  The  my^t  of  the  Qodhede  in  his  nmgeet^ 

Wyl  not  be  hyd  now  at  this  whyle  ; 
The  chylde  that  is  bom  wyl  preve  his  modyr  fipe, 

A  very  clene  mayde,  and  therfore  I  smyle. 
Jotepk.  Why  do  36  lawghe,  wyff?  30  be  to  blame ; 

I  pray  30W,  ^xtwse,  do  do  more  to ; 
In  happ  the  mydwyryB  wyl  take  it  to  grame, 

And  at  3our  nede  helpe  wele  noD  do. 
Iff  3e  have  nede  of  mydwyvys,  lo  I 

Peraveuture  thei  wyl  gon  hens : 


1 


THE  BnXH  OF  CHRIST.  151 

Therfpr  be  sad  and  30  may  so. 

And  wynnyth  alle  the  mydwyvis  good  diligens. 
Maria,  Husbond,  I  pray  30W  dysplese  30W  nowth, 

Thow  that  I  lawgfae  and  gret  joye  have ; 
Here  is  the  chylde  this  werde  hath  wrought, 

Bom  now  of  me,  that  alle  thjrnge  xal  save. 
Jo9^h.  I  aske  30W  grace,  for  I  dyde  rave  I 

0  gracyous  childe,  I  aske  mercy  ! 
As  thou  art  Lord  and  I  but  knave, 

ffor3eve  me  now  my  gret  foly ! 

Alas !  mydwyvis,  what  have  I  seyd  ? 

1  pray  30W  come  to  us  more  nere ; 
ffor  here  I  fynde  my  wyff  a  mayd. 

And  in  here  arme  a  chylde  hath  here. 
Bothe  mayd  and  modyr  sche  is  in  flPere, 

That  God  wole  have  may  nevyr  more  fayle ; 
Modyr  on  erthe  was  nevyr  non  cler, 

Witbowth  sche  had  in  byrthe  travayle. 
yehmy.  In  byrth  travayle  muste  sche  nedys  have, 

Or  ellys  no  chylde  of  here  is  born. 
Joseph.  I  pray  30W,  dame,  and  36  vowchesave, 

Com  se  the  chylde  my  wyff  beforn. 
Salome.  Grete  God  be  in  this  place  ! 

Swete  systyr,  how  fiare  3e  ? 
Maria.  I  thank  the  fadyr  of  his  hy3  grace, 

His  owyn  son  and  my  chylde  here  39  may  se. 
}elomye.  Alle  heyl,  Msry,  and  ryght  good  mom  ! 

WTio  was  mydwyfe  of  this  ffayr  chylde  ? 
Maria.  He  that  notbynge  wyl  have  forlorne 

Sent  me  this  babe,  and  I  mayde  mylde. 
yehmye.  With  honde  lete  me  now  towche  and  fele, 

Yf  3e  have  nede  of  medycyne ; 
I  xal  30W  comforte  and  helpe  ryght  wele. 

As  other  women,  yf  36  have  pyne. 
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Cocn  nen^  8"*^  sjil^i  buone^ 

Bdnl^  Uk  btertp  cf  tfaia  dene  Dayd, 
Sol  of  &7T  m^ke  bow  tfa^  tfaei  b^ 

And  liyre  cbjUe  cknc,  » I  fjwA  m^ ; 
As  other  ben  nmrth  finrk  uajd. 

But  dene  and  pan,  botbe  modjr  and  dijrlde ; 
Of  this  ontyr  I  am  djPBinaTd 

To  se  them  bothe  thus  nnde^M. 
Sa&me.  It  is  not  trewe ;  it  may  nevyr  be 

That  both  be  dene,  I  cannot  bdeve: 
A  maydes  milke  never  man  dyde  ae, 

Ne  wtKuan  here  diylde  witbowte  grett  giero. 

I  xal  nevyr  trowe  it,  but  I  it  prare. 

With  band  towchynge  but  I  assay ; 
In  my  conscience  it  may  nevyr  cleve. 

The  sche  hath  diylde  and  is  a  may. 
Maria,  jow  for  to  putt  dene  out  of  dowth, 

Towche  with  }our  hand  and  wde  asay  : 
Wysely  raneake  and  trye  the  trewthe  owtb, 

Whethyr  I  be  fowlyd^  or  a  dene  may. 
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Hie  iangii  Salomee  MaruB,  et  cum  arescerU  manus  ejus 
^^erandOf  et,  quasi  flendo,  dUcit, 

Salomee.  Alas !  alas !  and  weleawaye ! 
ffor  my  grett  dowth  and  fteds  beleve, 
Myne  hand  is  ded  and  drye  as  claye  ! 
My  fals  untrost  hath  wrought  myscheve  ! 

Alas !  the  tyme  that  I  was  born, 

Thus  to  offende  a36ns  Groddys  myght ! 
Myn  handys  power  is  now  alle  lorn, 

Styff  as  a  stykke  and  may  nowth  plyght. 
ffor  I  dede  tempte  this  mayde  so  bryght. 

And  helde  a3ens  here  pure  clennes, 
In  grett  myscheff  now  am  I  pyght : 

Alas  1  alas !  ffor  my  lewdnes. 

0  lord  of  myght !  thou  knowyst  the  trowthe, 
That  I  liave  evyr  had  dred  of  the ; 

On  every  power  wryght  evyr  I  have  rowthe, 
And  30ve  hem  almes  for  love  of  the. 

Bothe  wyff  and  wedowe  that  askyght  for  the, 
And  frendles  chylderyn  that  haddyn  grett  nede, 

1  dude  them  cure  and  alle  for  the. 

And  toke  no  rewarde  of  them  nor  mede. 

Now  as  a  wrecche  ffor  fals  beleve, 

That  I  shewyd  in  temptynge  this  mayde. 
My  hand  is  ded  and  doth  me  greve  ! 

Alas !  that  evyr  I  here  assyde. 
Angelas.  Woman,  thi  sorwe  to  have  delayde, 

Wurchep  that  childe  that  ther  is  born  : 
Towche  the  clothis  ther  he  is  layde, 

ffor  he  xal  save  alle  that  is  lorn  ! 
Salomee.  O  gloryous  chylde,  and  kynge  of  blysse  ! 

I  aske  30W  mercy  for  my  trespace ; 
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I  knowlege  my  synne,  I  ilemyd  omys ; 

0  blyssyd  babe,  grawnt  me  sum  grace ! 
Of  }0W,  mayde,  also  here  in  this  place, 

1  aake  mercy,  knelynge  on  kne ; 
Moste  holy  niayde,  grawnt  me  solace, 

Sum  wurde  of  coraforte  sey  now  to  rae. 
Maria.  As  Goddys  aungel  to  30W  dede  telle. 

My  chylde  is  medecyn  ffor  every  sor ; 
Towche  his  clothis  be  my  cowncelle, — 

jowre  hand  ful  sone  he  wyl  restor. 

Hie  Sahmee  langit  Jimbriam  ChrUli,  dkerm, 

Salomee.  A  !  now  blysayd  be  this  ehylde  evermore — 

The  sone  of  God  forsothe  he  is  I 
Hath  helyd  myn  hand,  that  was  forlore 

Thorwe  ^s  beleve  and  demynge  amys. 
In  every  place  I  xal  telle  this, 

Of  a  clene  mayde  that  God  is  bom : 
And  in  oure  lyknss  God  now  clad  is, 

Mankend  to  save  that  was  forlorn. 
His  modyr  a  mayde  as  sche  was  befome, 

Natt  fowle  pollutyd,  aa  other  •womea  be ; 
But  fayr  and  fresche,  as  roee  cm  thorn, 

Leiy  wyte  clene  with  pure  virginyt^. 

Of  this  blyssyd  babe  my  leve  now  do  I  take, 

And  also  of  }ow,  hy;  modyr  of  blysae ! 
Of  this  grett  meracle  more  knowlege  to  make, 

I  xal  go  telle  it  in  iche  place  i-wy«. 
Maria,  fiarewel,  good  dame,  and  God  jour  wej  irysse. 

In  all  yoiu  juroay  God  be  soorspede ; 
And  of  bis  hy3  mercy  that  Lord  so  30W  blysse, 

That  }e  nevyr  otfonde  m(H«  in  word,  thought,  nor  dede. 
ielomy.  And  I  also  do  take  my  leve  hoe, 

Of  alle  this  blyssyd  good  oompany ; 
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Praynge  30ur  grace,  bothe  fere  and  nere ; 

On  U8  to  spede  30ur  endles  mercy. 
Joseph.  The  blyssjng  of  that  Lord  that  is  most  myghty. 

Mote  sprede  on  30W  in  every  place, 
Of  alle  3our  enroyes  to  have  the  victory, 

Grod  that  best  may  grawnt  30W  his  grace !    Jmen. 


XVI.  THE  ADORATION  OF  THE 

SHEPHERDS. 


Angelas  adpastores  dicit,  ^*  Gloria  in  exoelsis  Deo. 

Joye  to  (jod  that  sytt  in  hevyn. 

And  pes  to  man  on  erthe  grownde ! 
A  chylde  is  bom  benethe  the  levyn, 

Thurwe  hym  many  fiblke  xul  be  unbownde. 
Sacramentys  ther  xul  be  vij., 

Wonnyn  thorowe  that  childys  wounde ; 
Therfore  I  synge  a  joyful  stevene. 

The  flowre  of  frenchep  now  is  founde  ! 
God  that  wonyght  on  hyj, 
He  is  gloryed  mannys  gost  to  wynne. 
He  hath  sent  salve  to  mannys  synne, 
Pes  is  comyn  to  mannys  kynne, 

Thorwe  Goddys  hi3e  wysdam  I  saye. 
Primus  Pastor.  Maunfras,  Maunfras,  felawe  myn, 
I  saw  a  grett  lyght  with  bryght  shyne, 
3it  saw  I  nevyr  so  mervely  asyne, 

Shapyn  upon  the  skyes. 
It  is  bryghtere  than  the  sunne  hem, 
It  comyth  ryght  over  alle  this  rem, 
Evyn  above  Bedleem, 

I  saw  it  brenne  thryes  ! 
Secundus  Pastor.  Thu  art  my  brother  Boosras, 
I  have  beholdyn  the  same  pas, 
I  trowe  it  is  tokenynge  of  gras, 

That  shynynge  shewyght  befom  ! 
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Balaam  spak  in  prophesye, 

A  lyght  TCvid  shyne  upon  the  skye^ 

Whan  a  chylde  of  a  mayd  Marye 

In  Bedleem  were  i-born. 
Teriius  Pastor.  Thow  I  make  lytyl  noyse  of  this, 
1  am  an  herde  man  that  hattyht  sayyng  amyce, 
I  herde  spekyng  of  a  chylde  of  blyce. 

Of  Moyses  in  his  lawe. 
Of  a  mayd  a  child  xuld  be  borne. 
On  a  tre  he  xuld  be  torn, 
Dely ver  folkys  that  am  forlorn, — 

The  chylde  xulde  be  slawe. 
Primus  pastor.  Balaam  spake  in  prophecie, 
Out  of  Jacob  xuld  shyne  a  skye, 
Many  fiblke  he  xulde  bye 

With  his  bryght  blood. 
Be  that  bryght  blod  that  he  xulde  blede. 
He  xal  us  brynge  fro  the  develys  drede, 
As  a  duke  most  dowty  in  dede, 

Thorwe  his  dethe  on  rode. 
Secundus  Pastor.  Amos  spak  with  mylde  methe, 
A  frute  swettere  than  bawmys  brethe, 
His  dethe  xulde  slen  owre  sowlys  dethe. 

And  drawe  us  alle  from  helle. 
Therfore  suche  lyght  goth  beforn, 
In  tokyn  that  the  childe  is  bom, 
Whiche  xal  save  that  is  forlom, — 

As  prophetys  gonne  spelle. 
Tertius  pastor.  Danyel  the  prophete  thus  gan  speke, 
Wyse  God  from  woo  us  wreke, 
Thi  bryght  hevyn  thou  to-breke. 

And  raedele  the  with  a  mayde. 
This  prophecye  is  now  spad, 
Cryst  in  our  kende  is  clad, 
Therfore  mankend  may  be  glad. 

As  prophetes  beforn  han  seyd. 
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I  have  tisol  sooge  ffnlmle  I  nmiy 
La  IDT  writ  werl  it  k  wnMefafc: — 

It  vas  y/if  glo  gImB  §kau 
Tertms  Fmtiar.  The  songe  ne  tfaoan^  ^  ^^^8^^  9 

And  aft jnrarde  he  «jd  ub  tiy— 
Tber  is  a  ch jUe  bcfn  xal  be  a  pnmee  mygfaty, 

ffor  to  teke  that  cfajlde  I  rede  we  go. 
/Vtohw  Pastor.  The  pn^ihecje  of  Booedias  is  spedlyqped; 
Now  lejke  we  hens,  as  that  lyght  us  lede : 
Myght  we  se  onys  that  bryght  on  bed, 

Oure  screw  it  wolde  imbynde. 
V\'e  xulde  shadyr  for  no  shoure, 
Buske  us  hens  to  Bedleem  boure. 
To  se  that  fayr  fresche  flowre, 

The  mayde  mylde  in  mynde. 
Secundus  Pastor.  Lete  us  flFolwe  with  alle  oure  myght, 
With  songe  and  myrthe  we  xul  us  dyght, 
And  wurchep  with  joye  that  wurthy  wyght. 

That  Lord  is  of  mankynne. 
Lete  us  go  fforthe  fast  on  hye, 
And  honowre  that  babe  wurthylye. 
With  merthe,  songe,  and  melodye ; 

Have  do  !  this  songe  begynne ! 

Tunc  pastores  cantabunt   *^  Stella  ccsli  extirpavii.** 
Quo  facto,  ibunt  ad  querendum  Christum. 

Primus  Pastor,  Heyle  floure  of  fioures,  fayrest  i-fownde ! 

Heyle,  perle  peerles,  prime  rose  of  prise  ! 
HeyU  blome  on  bedde  I  we  xul  be  unbownde 

With  thi  blody  woundys  and  werkys  fulle  wyse. 
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Heyl,  God  grettest,  I  grete  the  on  grownde  ! 

The  gredy  devyl  xal  grone  gryaly  as  a  gryse, 
Whan  thou  wynnyst  this  worlde  with  thi  wyde  wounde, 
And  puttyst  man  to  paradys  with  plenty  of  prys ; 

To  love  the  is  my  delyte. 
Heyl,  floure  and  fVe  ! 
Lyght  from  the  IVynyt^ ! 
Heyl,  blyssyd  mote  thou  be ! 

Heyl,  mayden,  fayrest  in  syght  1 
Sectmdus  Pastor.  Heyl,  floure  ovyr  fflour  fowndy n  in  fryght ! 
Heyl,  Cryst,  kynde  in  oure  kyth ! 
Heyl,  worker  of  wele  to  wonyn  us  wyth  ! 

Heyl  wynner  i-wys  1 
Heyl,  fformere  and  ffrende  I 
Heyl,  ffellere  of  the  fende ! 
Heyl,  clad  in  oure  kende  I 

Heyl,  prince  of  paradys ! 
Tertius  pastor.  Heyl,  Lord  over  lordys,  that  lyggyst  ful 

lowe! 
Heyl,  kynge  ovyr  kynges  thi  kynrede  to  knowe  ! 
Heyl,  comely  knyth  the  devyl  to  overthrowe  ! 

Heyl,  fiowre  of  alle ! 
Heyl,  werkere  to  wynne 
Bodyes  bowndyn  in  synne ! 
Heyl,  in  a  bestys  bynne, 

Be-8tad  in  a  stalle ! 
Joseph.  Herdys  on  hylle, 
Bethe  not  stylle. 
But  seyth  30ur  wylle. 

To  many  a  man ; 
How  God  is  bom. 
This  mery  mom, 
That  is  forlorn 

Fyndyn  he  can. 
Secundus  Pastor.  We  xulle  telle. 
Be  dale  and  hylle. 
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How  harwere  of  helle 

Was  born  this  nyght, 
Myrthis  to  meUe, 
And  fendys  to  quelle. 
That  were  so  felle 

A3eiis  his  lyght 
Secwubu  Pastor.  flBurewel,  babe  and  banie  of  bljs  I 
ffarewel,  Lord  that  lovely  is ! 
The  to  wurdiep  thi  feet  I  kys ; 

On  knee  to  the  I  fidle. 
The  to  wuichepe  I  fidle  on  kne, 
Alle  this  werd  may  joye  of  the  ! 
Now  fiurewel.  Lord  of  grett  pousttf  I 

3a,  fiurewel,  kynge  of  alle. 
Tertkti  Pastor.  Thow  I  be  the  last  that  take  my  leve, 
3  it  fayre  mullynge,  take  it  nat  at  no  greve ; 
Now,  fayre  babe,  wele  mut  thou  cheve  ! 

ffayr  chylde,  now  have  good  day. 
ffareweyl,  myn  owyn  dere  derlyng  : 
I-wys  thou  art  a  ryght  fayr  thyng  ! 
ffarewel,  my  Lorde  and  my  swetyng  ! 

fiarewely  bom  in  pore  aray  ! 
Maria.  Now,  36  herdmen,  wel  mote  36  be, 

fibr  30ure  omage  and  30ur  syngynge : 
My  sone  xal  aqwyte  30W  in  hefne  se, 
And  3  eve  30W  alle  ryght  good  hendynge  !     Amem. 
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Herode.  As  a  lord  in  ryalt^  in  non  regyon  so  lyche. 

And  rulere  of  alle  remys,  I  ryde  in  ryal  aray ; 
Ther  is  no  lord  of  loud  in  lordchep  to  me  lyche, 

Non  lofflyere,  non  lofsumere,— -evyr  lestyng  is  niy  lay : 
Of  bewt^  and  of  boldnes  I  here  evermore  the  belle  i 

Of  mayn  and  cl mygbt  I  master  every  man; 
I  dynge  with  my  dowlynes  the  devyl  down  to  belle, 

ffor  bothe  of  bevyn  and  of  herthe  I  am  kynge  sertayn. 

I  am  the  comelyeste  kynge  clad  in  gleteringe  golde, 

3a,  and  the  semelyeste  sjrre  that  may  bestryde  a  stede ; 
I  welde  att  my  wylle  alle  wyghtes  upon  molde,— 

3a,  and  wurthely  I  am  wrappyd  in  a  wurthy  wede. 
3e  knyghtes  so  comely,  bothe  curteys  and  kene, 

To  my  paleys  wyl  I  passe,  fulle  prest  I  30W  plyth ; 
3e  dukys  so  dowty,  ffolwe  me  be-dene 

Onto  my  ryal  paleys,  the  wey  lyth  fill  ryght. 

Wyghtly  fro  my  stede  I  skyppe  down  in  hast, — 
To  myn  hey3  hallys  I  haste  me  in  my  way ; 

3e  mynstrelle  of  myrthe,  blowe  up  a  good  blast, 
WhyUe  I  go  to  chawmere  and  chaunge  myn  array. 

Pri$mis  Rex.  Heyl  be  the  kynges  tv^eyne, 

fierre  rydyng  out  of  30ur  regne ! 

Me  thynkyth  be  3our  presentes  seyne, 
3e  sekyn  oure  Savyoun 
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t  COVENTRY  MYSTERIES. 

fFro  Saba  have  1  folwyd  fferre 
The  glemynge  of  3011  gay  sterre ; 
A  chyldys  blood  xal  bye  us  dere, 

That  ther  is  bom  in  bestes  boure. 

My  name  is  kyngc  Balta3are, 
Of  prophetys  speche  I  am  ware, 
Therfore  a  fferre  wey  I  fare, 

A  may  deny  s  chitde  to  seche. 
fFor  he  made  man  of  the  moolde. 
And  is  kynge  of  hevyn  holde, — 
I  wyt  hym  offere  the  rede  golde. 

As  reeon  wyl  me  teche. 

Seamtbu  Rex.  Melchi^ar  that  my  name  is  kydde. 
In  hote  lope  myn  herte  is  hydde, 
To  the  blosme  upon  his  bedde 

Born  by  bestes  bynne. 
In  Tarys  I  am  kynge  with  crowne. 
By  bankys  and  brymmys  browne, 
I  have  travaylid  by  many  a  towne. 

My  Lordys  love  to  wjmne. 

I  seke  hym  vrith  ensens  eote. 
Of  alle  preetys  he  -xail  be  rote. 
His  brygbt  blood  xal  be  oure  bote, 

To  biynge  us  out  of  bonde. 
The  childe  xal  be  chosyo  a  preste, 
In  all  vertuys  ffownden  meste ; 
Beforn  bis  taderes  fayr  breste 

Ensens  be  xal  up  sende. 

Tereiut  rex.  In  Ypotao  and  Archage 
I  am  kynge  knowyn  in  kage, 
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To  seke  a  childe  of  semlant  age 

I  have  faryn  ryght  fferre. 
Jasper  is  my  name  knowyn, 
In  many  countres  that  are  myn  owyn, 
Thorwe  byttyr  blastys  that  gyn  blowyn, 

I  stryke  aftere  the  sterre. 

I  brynge  myrre  to  my  present, 
A  byt^  lycoor  verament, 
ffor  he  zal  sufiyr  byttyr  dent, 

In  a  maydonys  flesche  is  clad. 
On  byttyr  tre  he  zal  be  bent, 
Man  and  God  omnypotent. 
With  byttyr  betynge  his  fflesche  be  rent, 

Tyl  alle  his  blood  be  bledde. 

Herod.  Now  I  regno  lyk  a  kynge  areyd  ful  ryche, 

RoUyd  in  ryngges  and  robys  of  array ; 
Dokys  with  dentys  I  dryve  into  the  dyche. 

My  dedys  be  ful  dowty  demyd  be  day. 
I  xalle  marryn  tho  men  that  belevyn  amysse, 

And  there  in  sette  there  sacramentes  are  I  say ; 
Theris  no  lorde  in  this  werde  that  lokygh  me  lykei-wysse 

ffor  to  lame  herytykk  of  the  lesse  lay. 
I  am  jolyere  than  the  jay, 
Stronge  thevys  to  steke. 
That  wele  oure  lawys  breke. 
On  the  wrecchis  I  wylle  be  wreke. 

And  hont  hem  undyr  hay. 

In  kyrtyl  of  cammaka  kynge  am  I  cladde, 
Cruel  and  curryd  in  myn  crowne  knowe  ; 

I  sytt  here  ondyr  Sesar  in  my  sette  sadde,        / 
Sorwyn  to  sottys  suche  sede  wytt  I  sowe.  iV  < 

M  2 
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I  nl  pMH  Oat  paddok  ■■#  jntj^l^a  M  a  fi^ ' - 


Bs  ^■^''"■oJ,  dvnir  ns  dnks  of  IhBbl 
8iiwmdBdil»lyffxaneMii^   . 

Sad»  ducttM  wUb  ■•  « 

S^midbalde, 
Walke  tboo  on  mmridB, 


ADea 

IffanjtiijDge  ---'t' 

Shuld  grere  the  kjnge, 
Brynge  me  ^dydge. 

If  there  be  ony  dowte. 

SmescaOia.  Lord,  kyoge  in  crowne, 
I  go  fro  towne, 
By  bankys  browne 

I  wylle  abyde ; 
And  with  erys  lyste, 
Eat  and  west, 
If  any  geste 

On  gruwDde  gynnyth  glyde. 

Time  ibit  tenescalba  el  oMadit  tri^  r^fidiu  el  dicit  eis 
Kyngea  iij., 
Undyr  this  tre, 
In  this  couDtr^ 

Why  wylle  3e  abyde  ? 
Herowde  a  kynge 
thiB  wonynge, 
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Onto  his  dwellynge 

Now  xul  36  glyde, 

Primu9  Rex.  Nowe  lede  us  alle 
To  the  kynges  halle. 
How  it  be&Ue, 

We  pray  to  the. 
Wyt^s  to  wete 
He  may  us  pete^ 
In  flesshe  be  glete^ 

Godys  frute  fire. 

SenetcaUuB.  ffolwith  in  stownde 
Upon  this  grownde. 
To  the  castel  rownde^ 

I  xal  30W  teche 
Were  kynge  wonyt  wyde, 
Up  in  this  tyde. 
In  pompe  and  pryde, 

His  myght  gynnyth  reche. 

Sere  kyng  in  trone, 
Here  comyth.anone 
By  strete  and  stone 

Kynges  thre. 
They  here  present, — 
What  thei  have  ment, 
Ne  whedyr  they  am  bent, 
^  I  cannot  se. 

Herodes  rex.  I  xal  hem  crave 
What  they  have ; 
Iff  they  rave, 

Or  waxvn  wood, 
I  xal  hem  reve 
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Here  wyttya  deve. 
Here  hetlys  cleve. 

And  schedyn  here  blood. 


I 


Primuf  rear.  Heyl  be  thou  kynge  in  kage  ful  hye, 
Heyl,  we  nyghe  thia  halle  ryght  oye  ! 
Knowyst  tliou  ought  that  chylde  slye 

He  is  born  here  abowth  ? 
He  is  born  of  a  mayd  jynge, 
He  xal  be  kynge  over  every  kynge, 
We  go  to  seke  that  lovely  thynge, — 

To  hym  ffayn  wolde  I  lowth. 


Secundus  rex.  Balaam  spake  in  prophecye, 
A  stcrre  xulde  ful  lovelye 
Lythtyn  upon  mayd  Marys, 

Comyn  of  Jacobya  kynne.      ^l' 
The  childe  is  bom,  and  lythe  here  by, 
Blomyd  in  a  madenya  body, 
A  eterre  hath  strekyn  upon  the  sky 

And  ledde  us  foyr  be  femie. 


Tertiaa  rex.  The  sterre  hatb  ledde  us  out  of  the  Est, 

To  seke  a  baroun  born  best; 

He  xal  be  kyoge  of  myghtes  mest. 

As  prophecy  gynnyth  spelle. 
We  be  kynges  iu  wey  wery ; 
Syr  kynge,  ffor  thi  curtesy, 
Telle  UB  to  that  cHlde  so  lovely, 

In  what  towne  gynnyth  he  dwelle. 

Herodet  rex.  je  thre  kyoges  rekenyd  be  rowe,  \  ^ 
Ley  now  downe  3our  wurdys  lowe, 
Suche  a  carpynge  is  unknowe, 

Onrekeoyd  in  my  regoe. 
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I  am  a  kjrnge  of  hy3  degr^, 
Ther  xal  non  ben  above  me, 
I  have  florens  and  fryhthis  fre, 

Parkys  and  powndes  pleyne. 

But  gotb  to  fynde  that  30  seche, 
And  yf  3e  knowe  sucbe  a  leche. 
And  3e  hym  fynde,  I  30W  beseche, 

Comyth  a3en  be  me. 
And  I  zal  be  bothe  blythe  and  do  bowne, 
That  alle  worchep  to  hym  be  done, 
With  reverens  I  xal  seke  hym  sone, 

And  honor  hym  on  kne. 

And,  therfore,  kynges,  I  30W  pray, 
Whan  3e  have  don  30m'  jumay ; 
Come  a3en  this  same  way, 

The  trewthe  to  me  to  telle. 
Come  and  telle  me  as  36  spede. 
And  I  xal  qwyte  ryght  wel  30ur  mede, 
Wiih  gold  and  tresour  and  ryche  wede, 

With  furres  ryche  and  wurth  pelle. 

Primus  Rex.  Kynge  have  good  day, 
I  go  my  way. 

To  seche 
Lord  of  myght, — 
He  xal  be  ryght 

Oure  leche. 

Secundum  Rex.  Kynge  fful  sterne, 
Be  felde  and  feme, 

I  goo 
To  sekyn  a  kynge,— 
He  takyth  wonynge 

In  woo. 
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Terliits  Rex.  If  we  hym  Gnde, 
Oore  kynge  ful  kynde. 
Be  a  may, 
ffrom  kynge  and  qvea. 
We  coinyn  a)en. 

This  day. 

TVaiwiettt. 
Herodea  Rex.  A !  fy,  fy,  on  talys  that  I  have  ben  t<^. 

Here  beforn  my  cruel  kne ; 
How  xulde  a  barn  wax  so  bolde,; 

Be  bestys  yf  he  bom  be  ? 
He  is  yong  and  I  am  olde, 

An  hardy  kyng  of  hye  degr^} 
This  daye  tho  kyngges  xal  be  kold. 
If  tliey  cum  ageyne  be  me. 

My  goddet  I  xalle  upreyse  I 
A  derke  devylle  with  falanese,  I  saye, 
Shalle  cast  a  myst  in  the  kyngges  eye, 
Be  bankes  and  be  dalys  drey, 

That  be  derk  thei  xalle  cum  this  weyes. 

Primua  Hex.  Go  we  to  sek  owr  kirde  and  our  lech. 
Yon  Btere  wille  us  teche  the  weyis  ful  sone, 

To  save  us  from  myschyff  God  I  here  besech, 

Onto  his  joyn  that  we  may  rech,-— 
I  pray  hem  of  this  bone  1 

jTtmc  ibtmi  rege*  cum  mutieribiu  ad  Jketum  et  primui 
rex  dicii, 

Heyle  be  thou,  kyng  cold  clade ! 
Heylle,  with  maydynye  mylk  &de  I 
Heylle,  I  cum  to  the  with  gold  glade, 

As  wese  wrytyng  bere  it  record. 
Golde  is  the  rycheste  metalle, 
And  to  weryng  most  ryalle. 
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Gold  I  gyff  the  in  this  halle, 

And  know  the  for  my  Liorde. 

SecundHS  rex,  Lorde,  I  knele  upon  my  kne ; 

Sote  encence  I  offere  to  the, 

Thow  xalte  be  the  fy rat  of  hy 3  degr^. 

None  80  mekeUe  of  myght ! 
In  Groddes  howse,  as  men  xalle  se, 
Thow  xalt  honor  the  Trynitd, 
lij.  personys  in  oon  Code  free. 

And  alle  00  lord  of  myght  i 

Tertius  Rex.  Liorde,  I  knele  downe  be  thy  bede, 
In  maydyns  flesche  thou  arte  hede, 
Thy  name  xal  be  wyde  rede^ 

And  kyng  over  alle  kynges. 
Byttyr  myre  to  the  I  brynge, 
ffor  byttyr  dentes  on  the  thei  xalle  dyng, 
And  b3rttyr  deth  xalle  be  thi  endyng, 

And  therfor  I  make  momyng. 

Maria.  Kjrngges  kynde, 
fl^me  the  fende 

God  30W  defende ! 
Homwarde  36  wende. 
And  to  your  places  3e  lende, 

That  3e  xulde  tende. 

Primus  rex.  Now  have  we  the  place  fownde, 
To  Herode  go  we  this  stownde, 
With  owr  wordes  we  were  bownde, 

That  we  xulde  cum  ageyne. 
Go  we  a  pace  and  sey  owr  speche, 
ffbr  we  have  fownde  our  Lorde  and  leche ; 
Alle  the  truth  we  wylle  hem  teche, 

How  the  kyng  is  borne  of  a  queue. 


( 
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Secundiis  Rex.  Myn  liede  is  hevy  as  lympe  of  Icede, 
But  yf  I  slepe,  I  am  adrede 

My  witt  xalle  fare  the  worse ; 
I  wax  hevy  in  lyine  and  flanke, 
Downe  I  ley  me  upone  this  baoke, 

Under  tiiis  bryght  sterre  i-wys, 

Tertiiu  Rex.  Brother,  I  must  lye  the  bye, 
I  will  go  never  over  this  stye 

Tylle  1  have  a  stepe. 
The  yong  kyng  and  bis  motlier  Mary, 
Save  us  alle  from  every  velany  ! 

Now  CrjBt  us  save  and  kepe ! 

Primus  rex.  Sucb  hevynese  have  us  cawght, 
I  must  drynk  with  jow  b  drawght. 

To  slepe  a  lytyll  whyle. 
I  am  hevy  heed  and  foott«, 
I  xulde  stumbylle  at  reache  and  rooti 

And  I  xulde  goo  a  myle. 

Hie  dormiimt  reget,  ei  venit  (mgeba,  et  didt  ei$, 

Jngelut.  36  Icyngges  on  this  hille, 
Werk  36  not  aftyr  Herodes  wylle. 
For  yf  ye  do,  he  wylle  yow  kylle 

This  day  or  nyght. 
My  lorde  }ow  sent  this  tydyng, 
To  rest  yow  knygges  in  rych  clotbyng, 
And  whan  30  rysyn  and  goo  to  your  dwellyng, 

Tak  home  the  way  fiille  ryght. 
Whether  that  je  be  wakyn  or  depe, 
My  lorde  God  xalle  yow  kepe, 
In  goode  tyme  36  dede  downe  drepe 

To  take  30wr  rest. 
Herowdya  to  the  devyl  he  tryste. 
To  marre  30W  in  a  thyrke  myste. 


ADORATION  OF  THE  MAGI.  171 

My  lord  God  is  ful  of  lyste. 

To  glathe  30W  for  his  geste. 

And  therfore,  kynges,  whan  36  ryse, 
Wendyih  forthe  be  weys  wyse, 
Ther  30ur  halle  be  sett  in  syse, 

In  dyverse  londe. 
The  £Fcdyr  of  God  in  alle  thynge 
Hath  30W  grawntyd  his  swete  blyssynge^ 
He  xal  30W  save  ffirom  alle  shendynge. 

With  his  ryght  honde. 

Tune  surgant  reges,  et  dicat 

Primui  Rex.  A  bryght  sterre  ledde  us  into  Bedleem, — 
A  bryghter  thynge  I  saw  in  drem, 
Bryghtere  than  the  sunne  beeme. 

An  aungeUe  I  saw  ryght  here. 
The  fayre  floure  that  here  gan  falle^ 
firom  Herowdys  hynge  he  gan  us  kalle, 
He  taught  us  horn  tylle  our  halle 

A  wey  by  another  mere. 

Secundus  Rex.  I  sawghe  a  syght, 
Myn  hert  is  lyght 

To  wendyn  home. 
God,  fful  of  myght 
Hath  us  dyght 

ffro  develys  dome. 

Tertius  Rex.  Oure  God  1  blysse, 
He  sent  us,  i-wys 

His  aungel  bryght. 
Now  we  be  wake, 
The  wey  to  take 

Home  fuUe  ryght. 
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Good  Lford,  consydyr  to  me^ 

I  drawe  fast  to  an  ende ; 
That  or  my  strenthis  fro  me  wende, 

Gode  Lorde^  send  dow  thi  son, 
That  I  with  my  ful  mende, 

Myght  wurcheppe  hym,  if  I  con. 

Bothe  with  my  fete  and  hondys  to, 
To  go  to  hym  and  handele  also, 

My  eyn  to  se  hym  in  certayn. 
My  tonge  for  to  speke  hym  to, 
And  alle  my  lemys  to  werk  and  do. 

In  his  servyse  to  be  bayn. 
Send  forth  thi  son,  my  Lord  sovereyn, 

Hastely  anon  withowte  teryenge  ; 
ffbr  fro  this  world  I  wolde  be  ffayn, — 

It  is  contrary  to  my  levynge. 

Angeha.  Symeon,  leff  thi  carefnl  stevene, 
ffbr  thi  prayer  is  herd  in  hevene ; 

To  Jherusalem  ffast  now  wynne. 
And  ther  xalt  se  ful  evene, 
He  that  is  Goddys  son  ffbr  to  nevene. 

In  the  tempi  ther  thou  dwellyst  inne. 
The  darknes  of  orygynal  synne. 

He  xal  make  lyght  and  clarefye ; 
And  now  the  dede  xal  begynne, 

Whiche  hath  be  spokyn  be  prophecye. 

Symeon.  A !  I  thank  the,  Lord  of  grace. 
That  hath  grauntyd  me  tyme  and  space. 

To  lyve  and  byde  thys  ! 
And  I  wyl  walk  now  to  the  place. 
Where  I  may  se  thi  sonys  face, 

Whiche  is  my  joye  and  blys. 


udvyr  lyghtere  i-wys, 
fl    Ike  nevyr  here  befom 
iry  tyme  now  is, 
God  my  lord  is  born. 


J  )phel€a»a.  Al  heyl,  Sjineon  •  what  tydynges  with 

50W? 
Why  make  36  al  this  )w  ? 

Telle  me  wti  je  fare. 

Symeon.  Anne  prophe'        11     30  wyat  whou, 
So  xulde  je,  I  make  avow, 

And  alle  n  en  that  are. 

(For  Goddys  son,  as 

Ib  bom  to  bye  mankendt 
Oure  Savyour  is  come  to  ues    1  oure  care ; 
Therfore  have  I  grett  mertlie  to  wende. 

And  that  U  the  cawee  I  hast  me 
Onto  the  temple  hym  to  ee ; 

And  therfor  lett  me  not,  good  frende  ! 
Anna.  Now  blysayd  be  God  in  Trinyt^, 
Syn  that  tyme  is  come  to  be, 

And  with  30w  wyl  I  wende. 
To  se  my  Savyour  ende, 

And  wurcheppe  hym  also, 
With  alle  my  wytt  and  my  ful  mende. 
As  I  am  bound,  now  wyl  I  do. 

Et  twac  ^ntnt  ambo  ad  templum  et  jtropheiista, 

^ftneon.  In  the  temple  of  God  who  undyretod. 
This  day  xal  be  offeryd  with  mylde  mood, 

Whichfl  that  is  kynge  of  alle ; 
That  xal  be  sko^d  and  shedde  his  blood. 
And  aftyr  dyen  on  the  rood, 

Withowtyn  cawse  to  calls. 
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fibr  whos  passyon  ther  xal  beffalle, 
Swyche  a  sorwe  bothe  sharpe  and  smerte ; 

That  a  swerd  perce  it  xalle, 
3eveiie  thorwe  his  moderys  herte. 

Anna.  3a,  that  xal  be,  as  I  wel  fynde, 
ffbr  redempcion  of  alle  mankende. 

That  blysse  ffor  to  restore. 
Whiche  hath  be  lost  fro  oute  of  mende, 
As  be  oure  fiidyr  of  oure  owyn  kende, 

Adam  and  Eve  beffore. 

Maria.  Joseph  my  husbond  withowtyn  mys, 
3e  wote  that  ffourty  days  nere  is, 

Sy the  my  sonys  byrth  fful  ryght ; 
Wherfore  we  must  to  the  temple  i-wys, 
Therfor  to  offre  oure  sone  of  blys, 

Up  to  his  fadyr  in  hyght 
And  I  in  Goddys  syght, 

Puryfyed  ffor  to  be ; 
In  clene  sowle  with  al  my  myght. 

In  presence  of  the  Trinyt^. 

« 
f 

Jo$eph.  To  be  purefyed  have  30  no  nede,        .' 
Ne  thi  son  to  be  offryd,  so  God  me  spede  \ 
ffor  fyrst  thou  art  ful  clene, 
Undefowlyd  in  thought  and  dede ; 
And  anothyr,  thi  son  withowtyn  drede. 
Is  God  and  man  to  mene. 
Wherefore  it  nedyd  not  to  bene, 

But  to  kepe  the  lawe  on  Moyses  wyse ; 
Wherefore  we  xal  take  us  betwene 
Dowys  and  turtelys  ffor  sacrefyce. 
Et  ibimi  ad  temphm. 


I 
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Symeon.  Alle  heyl,  my  kynilely  corafortour  ! 

Anna  Propkelissn.  Alle  heyl,  mankyndya  creditoar  ! 

Symeon.  AUe  heyl,  thou  God  of  myght ! 

Anna  Prophetissa.  AUe  heyl,  maukyndys  savyour  ! 

Symeon.  AUe  heyl,  bothe  kynge  and  eraperour ! 

Anna  Prophetiasa,  Alle  heyl,  as  it  is  ryght ! 

Syineon,  AUe  heyl,  also,  Mary  bryght ! 

Anna  Proplteliaaa.  Alle  heyl,  salver  of  sekncs  1 

Symeon,  Alle  heyl,  lanterne  of  lyght .' 

Anna  Prophetissa.  Alle  heyl,  thou  modyr  of  mekenes  1 

Maria.  Syineon,  I  undyrstand  and  se, 
That  botliyn  of  my  sone  and  me 

36  have  knowynge  clere ; 
And  also  in  jour  companc 
My  Bone  desyryth  for  to  be  ; — 

And  tberffore  have  hym  here, 
Bt  accipiet  Jhetum. 
Symeon.  Welcome,  prynce  withowte  pere  I 

Welcome,  Goddys  owyn  sone  \ 
Welcome,  my  Lord  so  dere ! 
Welcome,  with  me  to  wose  1 

Sutcepimus,  Deus,  foiserieordiam  tuam. 
Lord  God  in  magest^, 
We  have  receyvyd  thia  day  of  the,  ■ 

In  myddys  of  thi  temple  here. 
Thy  grett  mercy,  as  we  may  se. 
Therfore  thi  name  of  grett  degr^ 

Be  wurchepyd  in  aUe  manere. 
Over  alle  this  werde,  bothe  fere  and  nere, 

jevyn  onto  the  untereet  ende  I 
flTor  now  is  man  owt  of  daungere, 
And  rest  and  pes  to  aUe  mankende. 
"  Nunc  i&niHit  lenmm  tuum,  Doniine,  et  eatera." 
The  pittlme  aong  ther  every  vert,  and  ther  gwyk  Symeon 
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pleyeth  with  the  child,  and  qwhan  the  psalme  is  endydj 
he  seyth^ 
Now  lete  me  dye,  Lord|  and  hens  pace  ! 
ffor  I  thi  servaunt  in  this  place 

Have  sen  my  Savyour  dere ; 
Whiche  thou  hast  ordeyned  beforn  the  face 
Of  al  mankynde,  this  tjrme  of  grace, 

Opynly  to  appere. 
That  lyth  is  shynand  clere. 

To  alle  mankyndys  savacion ; 
Mary,  take  30ur  childe  now  here. 
And  kepe  wel  this  manis  savacion. 

Anna  prophetissa.  Ne  I  rowth  nere  to  dye  also, 
ffor  more  than  ffowre  skore  3ere  and  to 

This  tyme  hath  bede  to  se. 
And  sythe  that  it  is  come  therto, 
What  Goddys  wyl  is  with  me  to  do, 

Ryght  3  even  so  mot  it  be. 
Joseph.  Take  here  these  candelys  thre, — 

Mary,  Symeon^  and  Anne ;  * 
And  I  xal  take  the  fowrte  to  me. 
To  offre  oure  childe  up  thanne. 

Maria.  Hyest  fladyr,  God  of  powere  ! 
3our  owyn  dere  son  I  offre  30W  here, 

As  I  to  30ur  lawe  am  sworn. 
Receyve  thi  childe  in  glad  manere, 
For  he  is  the  fyrst,  this  childe  so  dere, 

That  of  his  modyr  is  bom. 
But  30W  I  offre  hym  30W  beforn, 

Good  Lord,  3it  3yf  me  hym  a3en  ! 
flfor  my  comforte  were  fully  lorn, 
If  we  xulde  longe  a-sondyr  ben. 

Mori  leyth  the  childe  on  the  autere. 

N 
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Josq^h.  Sere  prest  of  the  temple,  now 
Have  he  flFyffe  pens  unto  30W, 

Oure  childe  a3en  to  take. 
Capellanus.  It  is  the  lawe,  as  30  woot  how, 
Joseph^  3e  an  do  rygh  a-now, 

As  for  3our  childys  sake. 
But  othere  offenmge  3ett  roust  36  make ; 

And  therfore  take  3our  tfone,  Mary  i 
In  meche  joy e  3e  may  awake, 

Whylys  he  is  in  30ur  company. 

Maria.  Therto  I  am  ful  glad  and  fayn, 
flbr  to  receyve  my  childe  agayn, 

Ellys  were  I  to  blame. 
And  afterewarde  (For  to  be  bayn, 

To  offre  to  God  in  ful  certayn, 

As  in  my  sonys  name. 
With  ffowlys  bothe  wylde  and  tame, — 

ffor  in  Goddys  servyse  I  xal  nevyr  irke. 
Joseph.  Ix) !  Mary,  have  here  tho  same, 

To  do  thi  dewtys  of  holy  kyrke. 

And  ther  Mary  offeryihffowlys  onto  the  autere,  and  seyth, 

Maria.  Allemyghtyfful  fadyr,  mercy  ful  kynge  ! 
Receyvyth  now  this  lytyl  offrynge, 

ffor  it  is  the  fyrst  in  degre, 
That  30ur  lytyl  childe  so  3ynge, 
Presentyth  to  day  be  my  shewyng. 

To  30ur  hj'3  magest^. 
Of  his  sympyl  poverte, 

Be  his  devocion  and  my  good  wylle ; 
Upon  30ur  awtere  receyve  of  me, 

3our  sonys  offrynge,  as  it  is  skylle  ! 
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Thnc  retpidena  senucaUuB  vadU  ad  Herodem  dieensj 

SenacaUut.  Lord,  I  have  walkyd  be  dale  and  hylle, 

And  wayted,  as  it  is  30ur  wylle ; 

The  kynges  iij.  stelyn  awey  fuUe  stylle, 

Thorwe  Bedleem  londe. 
They  wyl  nevyr,  so  mot  y  the, 
Come  in  the  lond  of  Galyl^ 
ffbr  to  se  3omr  fay  cet^ 

Ne  dedys  of  5our  honde. 

Herodes  Res.  I  ryde  on  my  rowel  ryche  in  my  regne, 

Rybbys  fful  reed  with  rape  xal  I  sende ; 
Popetys  et  paphawkes  I  xal  puttyn  in  peyne, 

With  my  spere  prevyn,  pychyn,  and  to-pende. 
The  gowys  with  gold  crownys  gete  thei  nevyr  ageyn, 

To  seke  tho  sottys  sondys  xal  I  sende ; 
Do  howlott  howtyn  hoberd  and  heyn, 

Whan  here  barnys  blede  undyr  credyl  bende ; 
Sharply  I  xal  hem  shende  i 
The  knave  childeryn  that  be 
In  alle  Israel  country 
Thei  xul  have  blody  ble, 

iPor  on  I  calde  unkende. 

It  is  tolde  in  Grw, 
His  name  xulde  be  Jhesu 
I-fownde. 
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To  have  hym  36  gon, 

Hewe  the  flesche  with  the  bon. 

And  gyff  hym  wownde ! 
Now  kene  knyghtes,  kythe  30ur  craftys, 

And  kyllyth  knave  chylderyn  and  castyth  hem  in 
clay; 
Shewyth  on  30ur  shulderes  scheldys  and  schaftysy 

Shapyht  amonge  schel  chowthys  ashyrlyng  shray ; 
Doth  rowncys  rennyn  with  rakynge  raflys, 

-Tyl  rybbys  be  to  rent  with  a  reed  ray ; 
Lete  no  bame  beleve  on  bete  baftys, 
Tyl  a  beggere  blede  be  bestys  baye 
Mahound  that  best  may ; 
I  warne  30W  my  knyghtes^ 
A  bam  is  born  I  plyghtys, 
Wolde  clymbyn  kynge  and  kyknytes, 
And  lett  my  lordly  lay. 

Knyghtys  wyse, 
Chosyn  ful  chyse, 
Aryse !  aryse  ! 

And  take  30ur  tolle  I 
And  every  page 
Of  ij.  3 ere  age, 
Or  evyr  39  swage, 

Sleythe  like  a  fool. 


On  of  hem  alle 
Was  born  in  stalle, 
ffolys  hym  calle 

Kyngo  in  crowne. 
With  byttyr  galle. 
He  xalle  down  falle, — 
My  my  gilt  in  halle 

Xal  nevyr  go  down. 
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Primus  mile».  I  xall  sle  acharlys. 
And  qwenys  with  therlys, 
Here  knave  gerlys, 

I  xal  steke. 
fforthe  wyl  I  spede. 
To  don  hem  blede, 
Thow  gerlys  grede. 

We  xul  be  wreke. 

Secu$ubi8  ndlei.  ffor  swerdys  sharpe, 
As  an  harpe, 
Quenys  xul  karpe. 

And  of  Borwe  synge.  ^v  "^  :m^ 

Barnys  3onge,  ^    .  ^ 

They  xul  be  stunge, — 
Thurwe  levyr  and  lunge  \ 

We  xal  hem  stynge.  - 

Angelus.  Awake,  Joseph,  and  take  thi  wyff, 

Thy  childe  also  ryd  be-lyflF ! 

ffor  kynge  Herowde,  with  sharpe  knyff 

His  knyghtes  he  doth  sende. 
The  Fadyr  of  hevyn  hath  to  the  sent, 
Into  Egypte  that  thou  be  bent, 
ffor  cruel  knyghtes  thi  childe  have  ment 

With  swerd  to  sle  and  shende. 

Josqfh.  Awake,  good  wyff,  out  of  30ur  sleepe, 
And  of  30ur  childe  takyght  good  kepe, 
Whyl  I  jour  clothis  ley  on  hepe. 

And  trus  hem  on  the  asse. 
Kynge  Herowde  the  chylde  wyl  scloo, 
Therfore  to  Egypte  muste  we  goo, 
An  aungel  of  God  seyd  me  sou, 

And  therfore  lete  us  passe. 


■,f 
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Tunc  Umnt  miliies  adpueros  occidendoi^  ei  dicai  prima 
/(emmaf 

Prima  fiearina.  LoDge  luUynge  have  I  lorn ! 
Alas !  qwhy  was  my  baron  bora  P 
With  swappynge  swerde  now  u  he  thorn 

The  heed  ryght  firo  the  nddba  1 
Shanke  and  shulderyn  is  al  to*torn» 
Sorwyn  I  se  behyndyn  and  befimij 
Both  mydnyth^  mydday,  and  at  morn, — 

Of  my  lyflF  I  ne  recka. 


Seamda/mnina.  Serteynly  I  say  the 
Gon  is  alle  my  good  game. 
My  lylylle  childe  lyth  alle  lame. 

That  lullyd  on  my  pappyil 
My  ffburty  wekys  grooynge 
Hath  sent  me  sefhe  ^exe  sorwynge,' 
Mykyl  is  my  moraynge. 

And  ryght  bard  arae  myn  happys ! 

Primus  miles,  Ijorde  in  trone 
Makyght  no  mone, 
Qweiiys  gyn  grone 

In  werld  aboute. 
Upon  my  spere 
A  gerle  I  here, 
I  dare  welle  swere, 

Lett  moderes  howte. 

Secundus  miles.  Lord,  we  ban  spad^ 
As  30  bad ; 
Barnis  ben  blad^ 

And  lyne  in  dyche, 
fflesche  and  veyn 
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Han  tbolyd  peyn. 
And  36  xttl  reyne 

Evermore  ryche. 

HerodeB  Rex.  30  xul  have  stedys 
To  3our  inedys, 
Londys  and  ledys, 

ffrytb  and  ffe. 
Wele  have  3e  wrought. 
My  ffo  is  sought. 
To  deth  is  he  brought, — 

Now  come  up  to  me. 

In  sete  now  am  I  sett,  as  kynge  of  myghtys  most, 

Alle  this  werd  ffor  ther  love  to  me  xul  thei  lowt ;        .. ", 
Bothe  of  hevyn,  and  of  erthe,  and  of  helle  cost, 

ffor  dygne  of  my  dygnytd  thei  have  of  me  dowt. 
Ther  is  no  lord  lyke  on  lyve  to  me  wurthe  a  toost. 

Nether  kyng  nor  kayser  in  alle  this  world  abought ; 
If  any  brybour  do  bragge  or  blowe  a3eus  my  host, 

I  xal  rappe  tho  rebawdys  and  rake  them  on  rought. 
With  my  bryght  bronde. 
Ther  xal  be  neyther  kayser  nere  kynge. 
But  that  I  xal  hem  down  dynge, 
Lesse  than  he  at  my  byddynge 

Be  buxum  to  myn  honde. 

Now,  my  jentylle  and  curteys  knyghtes,  herke  to  me  this 
stownde. 

Good  tyme  sone  me  thynkyghe  at  dyner  that  we  were ; 
Smertly  therfore  sett  a  tabylle  anon  here  fful  sownde, 

Coverid  witli  a  coryous  clothe  and  with  ryche  wurthy  fare  ; 
Servyse  ffor  the  lovelyest  lorde  that  levynge  is  on  grownde, 

Beste  metes,  and  wurtbyest  wynes,  loke  that  30  uon  spare ; 


v'*"' 
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Tliuw  that  a  lytyl  pynt  xulde  coste  a  m'.  pownde, 

Brynge  alwey  of  the  beste,  for  coste  take  30  no  care,^ 

Anon  that  it  be  done. 
Senescallus.  My  lorde,  the  tabyl  is  redy  dyght ; 
Here  is  watyr,  now  wasche  forth  ryght  \ 
Now  blowe  up  mynstraUe  with  alle  30ur  myglit ! 

The  servyse  comyth  in  eone. 

Herodei.  Now  am  I  sett  at  mete, 

And  wurthely  servyd  at  my  degr^ ; 
Com  forthe  knyghtes,  aytt  down  and  ete, 

And  be  as  mery  as  36  kan  be. 
Primivt  Miles.  Lord,  atjowrebyddyngewe  takeouresete. 

With  herty  wyl  obey  we  the ; 
Ther  is  no  lord  of  myglit  so  grett, 

Thorwe  alle  this  werde  in  do  country, 
In  wurchepp  to  abyde  ! 
Herodes-  1  was  nevyr  nieryer  here  beforn, 
Suthe  that  1  was  fyrst  born. 
Than  I  am  now  ryght  in  tliis  moro, — 
In  joy  I  gynne  to  glyde. 

Morg.  Ow ;  I  herde  a  page  make  prsysyng  of  pride,\v^ 

Alle  prynces  he  passyth,  he  wenyth,  ctf  powstd ; 
He  wenyth  to  be  the  wurthyest  of  alle  this  werde  wyde, — 

Kynge  ovyr  alle  kyngea  that  page  wenyth  to  be. 
Ho  sent  into  Bedlem,  to  seke  on  every  syd^ 

Cryst  for  to  qwelle,  yf  thei  myght  hym  se ; 
But  of  his  wyhkyd  wyl  lurdeyn  jitt  he  lyede, 

Goddya  8on«  doth  lyve. — tli«r  is  no  Lord  but  he ! 
Over  alle  lordys  he  is  kynge  t  '  '.  ■ 

I  am  Dethe,  Goddys  masangere  I  '  j    -  i*iv* 

AUemyghty  God  hatli  sent  me  here,  -  _-  iii  .. 

3on  lordeyn  to  sle,  withowtyn  dwere, 
ffor  hiB  wykkyd  workynge. 
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I  am  sent  fro  Ood,  Deth  is  my  namej^- 

Alle  thjmge  that  is  on  grownd  I  welde  at  my  wylle  ; 
Boihe  man  and  beste,  and  byrdys,  wylde  and  tame, 

Whan  that  I  come  them  to,  with  deth  I  do  them  kylle. 
Erbe,  gres^  and  tres  stronge,  take  hem  alle  in  same  ; 
3a,  the  grete  myghty  okys  with  my  dent  I  spylle; 
What  man  that  I  wrastele  with,  he  xal  ryght  sone  have 
schame, — 
I  3eve  him  suche  a  trepett,  he  xal  evyr  more  ly  stylle, 
ffor  deth  kan  no  sporte. 
Wher  I  smyte,  ther  is  no  grace, 
ffor  aftere  my  strook  man  hath  no  space 
To  make  amendys  ffor  his  trespace, 

But  God  hym  graunt  comforte. 

Ow  !  se  how  prowdely  3on  kaytyff  sytt  at  mete ! 

Of  deth  hath  he  no  dowte,  he  weny th  to  leve  evyrmore ; 
To  hym  wyl  I  go,  and  3  eve  hym  suche  an  hete. 

That  alle  thelechis  of  thelonde  his  lyf  xul  nevyr  restore : 
A3ens  my  dredful  dentys  it  vaylyth  nevyr  to  plete. 

Or  I  hym  part  fro  I  xal  hym  make  ful  pore ; 
Alle  the  blood  of  his  body  I  xal  hym  owt  swete,     / 

ffor  now  I*  go  to  sle  hym  with  strokys  sad  and  sore,  i 
This  tyde.  "^ 
Bothe  hym  and  his  knyghtes  alle, 
I  xal  hem  make  to  me  but  thralle, 
M^ith  my  spere  sle  him  I  xalle, 

And  so  cast  down  his  pride. 

Herodes  Bex.  Now,  kende  knyghtes,  be  mery  and  glad !  ,4 

With  alle  good  diligens  shewe  now  sum  myrthe  1 

ffor,  be  gracyous  Mahound,  more  myrthe  never  I  had, 
Ne  nevyr  more  joye  was  inne  from  tyme  to  tjrme  of 
my  byrthe ; 

ffor  now  my  fo  is  ded  and  prendyd  as  a  padde, 


186  COVENTRY  UTSTBBIU. 


Abore  me  is  DO  kynge  on  grownd  oera  on  gertbe  I 
Herthifl  therfbre  make  ye,  and  be  ryglit  nothjDge  a 
Span  nether  mete  nor  diyoke,  and  spare  tot  no  dyiUie 
Of  wyne  nor  of  brede. 
flbr  now  am  t  a  kynge  alone, 
So  wurthy  u  I  may  ther  be  none, 
TherfiDn  knyghtes  be  mery  echoae,  i 

ffor  now  my  fib  U  dede  ly  '    ' 

Primut  MUea.  Wban  the  boya  sprawlyd  at  my  sperys 
faende, 
By  Satlianas,  uure  syre,  it  was  a  goodly  tygbt  \ 
A  good  game  it  was  the  boy  for  to  sheude. 

That  wolde  a  bene  oure  kynge  and  put  30W  from  3oar 
ryght. 
Secundut  Miles.  Now  trewly,  my  lorde  the  kynge,  we 
had  ben  unkende, 
And  nevyr  non  of  us  able  for  to  be  a  knyght ; 
If  tliat  any  of  ue  to  hem  had  ben  a  frende, 

And  a  savyd  any  lyff  a}en  thi  mekyi  myght, — 
ffrom  deth  hem  to  flytt. 
Herode*  Rex.  Anionges  alle  that  grett  rowthte 
He  is  ded,  I  have  no  dowte, 
Therfore,  menstrelle,  rownd  abuwte 
Blowe  up  a  mery  fytt. 

Hie  dum  buccinant  mora  mierJUiat  Herodem  ei  duot 
mUUet  tubiio,  ei  dia/iolus  redpiat  eos, 

JMabohu.  Alle  oure !  alle  oure !  this  catel  is  myo ! 

I  xalle  hem  brynge  onto  my  celle  I 
I  xal  hem  teclie  pleys  fyo. 

And  shewe  suche  myrthe  oe  is  in  helle ! 
it  were  more  bettyr  amonges  swyne. 

That  evyr  more  styokyn  ther  be  to  dwelle ; 
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£ror  in  oure  logge  is  so  gret  peyn, 
That  non  erthely  tonge  can  telle : 
With  30W  I  go  my  way. 
I  xal  30W  here  forthe  with  me. 
And  shewe  30W  sportes  of  oure  gle. 
Of  oure  myrthis  now  3al  30  se, 

And  evjnr  synge  *'  welaway 


*> 


Mars.  Off  kynge  Herowde  alle  men  beware, 

That  hath  rejoycyd  in  pompe  and  pryde ; 
ffor  alle  his  boste  of  blysse  ful  bare, 

He  Ijrthe  now  ded  here  on  his  syde  ! 
ffor  whan  I  come,  I  cannot  spare. 

Fro  me  no  whyht  may  hym  hyde ; 
Now  is  he  ded  and  cast  in  care. 

In  helle  pytt  evyr  to  abyde ; 

His  lordchep  is  al  lorn. 
Now  is  he  as  pore  as  I, 
Wormys  mete  is  his  body, 
His  sowle  in  helle  ful  peynfully 

Of  develis  is  al  to-toru. 

Alle  men  dwellyng  upon  the  grownde. 

Beware  of  me^  be  myn  councel ; 
ffor  feynt  felachep  in  me  is  fownde, — 

I  kan  no  curtesy,  as  I  30W  tel ; 
ffor  be  a  man  nevyr  so  sownde, 

Of  helthe  in  herte  nevyr  so  wel, 
I  come  sodeynly  within  a  stownde, — 

Me  withstande  may  no  castel. 

My  jumay  wyl  I  spede. 
Of  my  comyng  no  man  is  ware, 
ffor  whan  men  make  most  mery  fieure, 
Than  sodeynly  I  cast  hem  in  care, 

And  sle  them  evyn  indede. 


*• 
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Thow  I  be  nakyd  and  pore  of  amy» 

And  wurmys  knawe  me  all  abowte, 
}it  loke  3e  drede  me  nyih  and  dajTf 

ffbr  whan  deth  comyth,  ye  stande  in  dowte ; 
Evyn  lyke  to  me,  as  I  30W  say, 

Shulle  alle  ye  he  here  in  this  rowte ; 
Whan  I  30W  chalange  at  my  day, 

I  xal  yow  make  rygfat  lowe  to  lowth. 
And  nakyd  for  to  be. 
Amonges  wormys,  as  I  yom  telle, 
Undyr  the  erthe  zul  ye  dwelle, 
And  thei  xul  etyn  bothe  fleeehe  and  folle« 
As  thai  have  don  me. 


XX.  CHRIST  DISPUTING  IN  THE 

TEMPLE. 


Modo  de  doctoribus  disputantibua  cum  Jhem  in  templo. 


doctor.  Scripturae  sacrse  esse  dinoscimur  doctos. 

We  to  bere  the  belle  of  alle  maner  clergyse. 
Secfindus  doctor,  Velud  rosa  omDium  florum  flos, 

Lyke  onto  us  was  nevyr  clerke  so  wyse. 
Primus  doctor.  Loke  what  scyens  30  kan  devyse. 

Of  redynge,  wrytynge,  and  trewe  ortografyej 
Amonges  alle  clerkys  we  bere  the  prysse, 

Of  gramer,  cadens,  and  of  prosodye. 
Secundus  doctor.  No  clerke  abyl  to  bere  oure  book 

Of  versyfyeng,  nor  of  other  scyens  ; 
Of  swete  mnsyke  who  so  wylle  look, 

Seke  no  ferther  but  to  oure  presens. 
Of  dyaletyk  we  liave  the  hy3  excellence. 

Of  sophestrye,  logyk,  and  phylosophye; 
Ageyn  oure  argemente  is  no  recystence. 

In  metaphesyk  ne  astronomye. 
Primus  doctor.  Of  calculacion  and  negremauncye, 

Also  of  augr3rm  and  of  asmatryk ; 
0[f]  lynyacion  that  longyth  to  jematrye, 

Of  dyetis  and  domys  that  longyth  to  phesyk ; 
In  alle  this  scyens  is  non  us  lyke, 

In  Caton,  Oryscysme,  nor  Doctrynal ; 
And  for  endytynge  with  retoryke, 

The  hyest  degr^  is  oure  over  alle. 
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Stemdiia  doctor.  In  grett  canon  and  in  <xvy\»  lane. 

Also  in  M^ns  of  polycye. 
It  non  to  ua  vurthe  an  Ii 

Of  oils  cuonynge  we  b«n  tl»  mi^ttry»i  .. 

13wrfonBinth)iteiBf)*)iriBiqrt(4».t9%>< 'tit  >    /  /i 

AndofiDortwiirehflpkspe  As  ■omnjnU  t 
Tbat  u  on  ertfae  no  man<8»urthy»  '■■ 

The  hy3  Btat  to  hi^Tn,  u  we  tw^n  be.     . 

Jkaut.  OmnuacieDciaaDnguooD^iei^; 

Al  wjptt  and  wTfldam  of  God  Ui  H  lent } 
Of  idle  jour  lonyiigewitfainoesanvhiMlk  .  '  -  .'\ 

Thank  h^faly  that  Lord  teAbsth^WMitt       . 
Tborwe  boit  and  piTda  jour  Mn^i'laqr  ba  jfan^  ,. 

Of  w;ftt  and  wyidooM  )o  have  not  aanadi^. 
But  God  may  make,  at  bese  entente, 

Of  alle  30ur  connyoge  many  man  jow  lecbe. 

Prinau  doctor.  Goo  bom,  lytyl  babe,  and  sytt  on  thi  moderes 
lappe, 

And  put  a  mokador  afom  thi  brest ; 
And  pray  thi  modyr  to  fede  the  with  the  pappe. 

Of  the  for  to  lerne  we  deeyre  not  to  leet. 
Secundut  doctor.  Go  to  tbi  dyner,  for  that  behovytfa  the  best, 

Whan  thou  art  a  threste  than  take  the  a  aowke ; 
Aftyr  go  to  cradyl  therin  to  take  tbi  mt, 

flbr  that  canst  do  bettyr  than  for  to  loke  oa  book. 

Jhesus.  Stondynge  that  36  be  so  wytty  and  wyae, 

Can  36  owth  tellyn  how  this  werde  was  wrought  ? 
How  longs  xal  it  laste  can  30  devyse, 

With  alle  the  cunnynge  that  36  han  sought  P 
Primu)  doctor.  Nay  alle  erthely  clerkysthat  telle  can  nought, 

It  paseyth  oure  wytt  that  for  to  contryre ; 
It  is  not  pos^ble  abought  to  be  brought, — 

The  worldys  endyng  no  man  ken  d'^t^ve. 
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Jhenu.  How  it  was  wrought,  and  how  longe  it  xal  endure. 

That  I  can  telle  be  good  delyberacion  ; 
Not  only  therof,  but  of  every  creature, 

How  it  is  wrought,  I  knowe  the  phasmacion. 
Secundus  doctor.  Of  thi  wurdys  .1  have  skome  and  derysone  ; 

How  schulde  a  chylde,  that  nevyr  lettyr  dyde  lere. 
Com  to  the  wytt  of  so  hy}  cognysion 

Of  tho  grete  werkys  that  so  wundyrfoille  were  ? 

Jhesus.  Alle  thynge  is  brought  to  informacion. 

Be  thre  personys,  oo  God  in  Trjrnit^  ! 
And  on  of  tho  thre  hath  take  incarnation, 

Bothe  flesche  and  blood  of  a  mayd  £fre  ; 
And  be  that  myght  of  tho  personjrs  thre, 

Hevyn  and  erthe  and  alle  thynge  is  wrought ; 
And  as  it  plesyth  that  hy}  niagest^, 

Alle  thynge  xal  leste  and  lenger  nowght. 


doctor.  I  grawnt  weyl  alle  thynge  that  God  dyde  make. 

And  withowtyn  hym  nothynge  may  be ; 
But  o  thynge  thou  seydyst,  and  that  I  forsake, 

That  oo  God  alone  was  personys  thre ; 
Ryght  onpossyble  that  is  to  me^ 

That  on  is  thre  I  kannot  thynke  : 
If  thou  canst  preve  it,  anon  lett  se, 

flTor  in  oure  hertys  it  may  nevyr  synke. 

Jhena.  In  the  sunne  consydyr  3e  thynges  thre. 

The  splendure,  the  hete,  and  the  lyght ; 
As  tho  thre  partys  but  oo  sunne  be, 

Ryght  so  thre  personjrs  be  oo  God  of  myght. 
Secundus  doctor.  In  very  feyth  this  reson  is  ryght ; 

But  3itt,  fiiyr  babe,  oo  thynge  we  pray  30W: — 
What  do  alle  tho  thre  personys  hyght 

Us  to  enforme  ?  3e  sey  to  me  now. 
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^kuui.  The  fyretis  calde  die  fiaidyr  of  myglit, 

The  secunde  the  seme  of  wyadam  and  wytt } 
Hie  holy  goet  the  iij^.  of  graee  he  k  hff^if 

And  hi  oo  substanns  afie  tfieee  ii|.  %e  kiiyt 
Frimmdoe^.  Another quesl^NM I «A^4^}Mg       '' 

90  seyd  on  of  llieee  u|.  tiAe  flelrii^ 
And  ache  a  clene  mayde,  I  iBIiniol  Wavai^  ^^  C  '  ^  '    ' 

Ctene  mayde  ttd  iMtyrmfmilMii  m-jpammkntmif  ^ ' 

Jktitm.  Lyke  ae  the  simne  dfitlb  peis^Hw  gjppii;  ^  '^tl/   j  « 

The  glas  not  hurte of  h» nitofei  '>^  *        ^ -  <f  •jit^^     * 
Byght  80  the  Godhede  entryd  liJKi'^»'  -  ^^^^  *^tilf  ci'i  ^t?  n«t  u  ^ 

The  yirgynes  wonibe»  aiul  wSe^'mit^^ilii^^^^  ^  j#     i^  ^ 
That  maydonys  childe  sat  db  graMreiil;    ^  ^f  ¥M  «f  **  ^^ 

Convicte  the  devyl  in  tiie ia|igfk  WMji^^  «i  ffr*^  I  *t«t  f-t^ 
And  with  his  bolde  bent  feeiiht Iwtti  Mtf  oi1iiiii%'  T  ^^  ^  ^'^' 

Mankende  to  save  his  bteel jM  lMrlliirpMilii0r;4 


Secundus  doctor.  Thn  cUIdyi  4dlM)li6l^^ 

Sum  aungel  of  hevyn  I  trowe  that  he%i^;'*  •?  «fnri  ^  f^r/ 
But,  blyssyd  babe,  of  oo  dowte  3itt,  '  *^ 

We  pray  30W  enforme  us  for  charyt^ — 
Whiche  toke  flesche  of  the  personys  thre, 

Ageyn  the  fende  to  holde  suche  batayle  ? 
Jhestis.  The  secunde  persone  forsothe  is  he, 

Xal  fray  the  fende  withowte  fayle. 

Primus  doctor.  Why  rather  he  than  any  of  that  tother, 

TTie  fyrst  or  the  thyrde,  why  come  they  nowth  ? 
Jhesus.  This  is  the  cawse  why,  sertys,  and  non  other, 

Ageyn  the  secunde  the  trespas  was  wrought ; 
Whan  the  serpent  Adam  to  synne  browth, 

He  temptyd  hym  nowght  be  the  faderes  myght ; 
Of  the  gostys  goodnes  spak  he  ryght  nowght, 

But  in  connynge  he  temptyd  hym  ryght. 
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M  yght  is  the  Faderys  owyn  propyrt^ ; 

To  the  Oost  apperyd  is  goodnes ; 
In  none  of  these  tweyn  temptyd  he 

Mankeode  to  synne,  whan  he  dede  dresse : 
To  the  Sone  connynge  doth  longe  expres, 

Therwith  the  serpent  dyd  Adam  asay, — 
**  Ete  of  this  appyl/'  he  seyd  no  lesse, 

'^  And  thou  salt  have  connynge  as  God  verray." 

Thus  the  secunde  person  attiybute. 

Was  only  towchyd  by  temptacion ; 
Wherfore  hymself  wyl  holde  the  sewte. 

And  kepe  his  propyrte  fro  maculacioh. 
Secundus  doctor.  This  is  an  hevynly  declaracion, 

Oure  naturalle  wytt  it  doth  excede ; 
So  3onge  a  childe  of  suche  inforroacion 

In  al  this  werld  nevyr  er  non  3ede. 

Prvmu  doctor.  We  be  not  worthy  to  kepe  this  sete, 

Whylle  that  oure  noayster  is  in  presens ; 
The  maystry  of  us  this  childe  doth  gete, — 

We  roust  hym  wurchep  with  hy3  reverens ! 
Come  forthe,  swete  babe  of  grett  excellens, 

The  whysest  clerke  that  evyr  3ett  was  bom ; 
To  30W  we  3eve  the  hy3  resydens, 

Us  more  to  teche,  as  30  have  done  beforn. 

Hie  adducunt  Jhesum  inter  ipsos  et  in  scanno  altiori  ipsum 
9edere/aciuntj  ipris  in  inferioribus  scannis  sedentibui^  et  ait 

Secimdiu  doctor.  So  3onge  a  chylde  suche  clergye  to  reche, 

And  so  sadly  to  say  it,  we  woundyr  sore. 
Who  was  30ure  mayster  ?  who  dede  30W  teche  ? 

Of  what  man  had  3e  this  wurthy  lore  ? 
Jhems.  My  wytt  and  my  lernyuge  is  no  3onge  store  ; 

Or  this  worde  was  wrought  alle  thinge  dede  I  knowe ; 

O 


194  COVENT&T  MYSTERIES. 

Sym  or  3e  wore  home  3eies  umny  soore, 

Tbonre  the  mygfat  of  m j  £m1  jr,  my  vytt  in  me  dede  flove. 

PrmukM  doctor.  Or  that  we  werrn  born,  nay  that  may  nal  be; 

The  30Dge!5t  of  us  tweyn  is  iij.  score  3ere  of  age^ 
And  thiselfe  art  but  a  chylde,  al  men  may  wel  se, 

LAte  camst  out  of  cradjl,  as  it  semy  th  be  thi  vesage. 
Jketus,  I  am  of  dobyl  byrthe  and  id  dob^  knage ; 

ffyntj  be  mj  Fadyr  I  am  without  gynnynge. 
And  lyke  as  he  is  hendeles  in  his  hy3  stage. 

So  xal  I  also  nevyr  mor  have  endynge. 

ffor  be  my  ffadyr,  kynge  celes^ralle. 
Without  begynnyng  I  am  endles ; 
But  be  my  niodyr  that  is  carnalle, 

I  am  but  xij.  3ere  of  age,  that  is  expres ; 
3My  body  of  30ughe  doth  she  we  wyttnes, 

\Miiche  of  mv  modvr  here  I  dude  take  : 
But  myn  hv}  godhede,  this  is  no  lesse, 

Alle  thinge  in  this  worlde  forsothe  dude  I  make. 

Secundus  doctor.  Be  3 our  fadyr  that  endles  is : 

Who  is  30ur  modyr?  telle  us  we  pray. 
Jhesus,  Be  my  fadyr,  the  hy3  kynge  of  blys, 

A  modyrles  chylde  I  am  veray. 
Primus  doctor.  Wlio  was  3our  fadyr  to  us  than  say  ? 

Be  3our  modyr  a  woman  that  was, 
Jhesus.  I  am  fFadyrles  ;  as  for  that  may, 

Of  fleschly  luste  she  dude  nevyr  trespas, 

Secundus  doctor.  Telle  us,  I  pray  30W,  what  is  3  our  nam^  ? 

What  hyght  3oure  modyr  ?  telle  us  also. 
Jhesu,  Jhesu  of  Na3areth,  I  am  the  same, 

Born  of  a  clene  mayd,  prophetys  seyd  so ; 
Ysaye  seyd  thus, — *'  Ecce  virgo  !** 

A  /iiiiyd  xal  concey  ve  in  dennos  a  chylde  : 
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3itt  ageyn  nature  and  alkende,  loo  ! 
£From  alle  wenn  of  synne  pure  and  undefylde. 

Mary,  the  chylde  of  Joachym  and  Anne, 

Ys  that  clene  mayd,  and  here  childe  am  I ; 
The  frute  of  here  wombe  xal  save  every  manne 

fProm  the  grett  dowte  of  the  ffyndys  tormentry. 
Primus  doctor.  Alle  the  clerkys  of  this  worlde  trewly 

Cannot  brynge  this  to  declaracion  ; 
Lesse  than  thei  have  of  God  Almyghty 

Sum  influens  of  informacion. 

Secundus  doctor.  No,  jentyl  Jhesu,  we  30W  pray, 

Whyl  that  we  stodye  a  whyle  to  dwelle ; 
In  cas  mo  dowtys  that  we  fynde  may, 

The  trewthe  of  hem  3e  may  us  telle. 
Jhesu,  Goo,  t€ike  30ur  stodye  and  avyse  30W  welle. 

And  alle  30ur  leysere  I  xal  abyde ; 
If  any  dowtys  to  me  36  melle. 

The  trewthe  therof  I  xalle  unhyde. 

Maria.  Alas  !  alas !  myn  hert  is  wo, 

My  blyssyd  babe  awey  is  went ; 
I  wott  nevyr  whedyr  that  he  is  go : 

Alas !  for  sorwe  myn  hert  is  rent ! 
Jentyl  hysbond,  have  yow  hym  sent 

Out  on  herrande  to  any  place  ? 
But  yf  3e  knowe  were  he  is  bent, 

Myn  hert  for  woo  asondyr  wyl  race. 

Josfiph.  On  my  massage  I  hym  not  sent, 

Forsothe,  good  wyff,  in  no  degr^ ; 
How  longe  is  it  that  he  hens  went  ? 

What  tyme  dude  3e  30ur  childe  last  se  ? 
Maria.  Trewly,  gode  spowse,  not  these  days  thre  > 

Therfore  myn  herte  is  cast  in  care : 
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HyiTi  for  to  aeke,  wher  so  he  be  ; 

In  liast,  good  husbonde,  lete  us  fortlie  fare. 

JotepA.  Than  to  Hierusalem  lete  us  streyte  wende, 

ffor  kynred  gladly  togedyr  wole  gon ; 
I  hope  he  is  ther  with  sum  good  fFrende ; 

Ther  he  liath  eosynys  ryght  many  on. 
Maria.  I  am  aferde  that  he  hath  fon, 

ffor  his  grett  wyttes  and  werkys  good  ; 
Lyke  hym  of  wytt  EForsotlie  is  non, — 

Every  childe  with  hym  is  wrothe  and  wood. 

AlaSj  mybBbe  I  m;  Uya  \  my  Idsedl'     .      , 

Whedyr  art  thou  thui  gos  fig  me-f  '  o 

Mysowlel  my  swetjngt  my  fistel  mjTKfltiBdt., 

Send  me  sum  wurd  where  that  thou  be ! 
Telle  me,  good  seree,  Sor  charyt^, 

Jhesu,  my  childe,  that  babe  of  blyese, 
Among  this  compayn^  dude  je  hym  se  ? 

ffor  Godys  love,  telle  where  he  is  1 

Primus  doctor.  Of  oo  qwestyone  I  am  bethought, 

Alle  of  30ur  modyr,  that  blyssyd  may ; 
In  what  govemauns  is  she  brought  ? 

How  is  sche  rewlyd  be  nyght  and  day? 
Jkesu.  An  old  man,  Joseph,  as  I  jow  say, 

Here  weddyd  be  meracte  onto  his  wyff ; 
Here  for  to  fede  and  kepe  alway. 

And  bothyn  in  clennesse  be  maydenys  olyff. 

Secundut  doctor.  What  nede  was  it  here  to  be  wedde 

Onto  a  man  of  so  grett  age? 
Lesse  than  thei  mygbt  bothe  a  go  to  bedde, 

And  kept  the  lawe  of  maryage, 
Jkemu.  To  biynde  the  devyl  of  his  knowlache. 

And  my  byrthe  from  hym  to  hyde, — 
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That  holy  wedlok  was  grett  stopage, 
The  devyl  in  dowte  to  do  abyde. 

Also,  whan  sche  xulde  to  Egypte  gon, 

And  fle  from  Herowde,  for  dowte  of  me ; 
Becawse  she  xulde  nat  go  alon, 

Joseph  was  ordeyned  here  make  to  be, 
My  fiadyr,  of  his  hy3  magest^, 

Here  for  to  comforte  in  the  way : 
These  be  the  cawsys,  as  }e  may  se, 

Why  Joseph  weddyd  that  holy  may. 

Maria.  A !  dere  childe !   dere  chylde !   why  hast  thou 
thus  done  ? 

ffor  the  we  have  had  grett  sorwe  and  care ; 
Thy  ffadyr  and  I  thre  days  have  gone, 

Wyde  the  to  seke  of  blysse  ful  bare. 
Jhems.  Why  have  3e  sought  me  with  hevy  fare  ? 

Wete  3e  not  wele  that  I  muste  bene 
Amonge  hem  that  is  my  faderes  ware. 

His  gostly  catel  for  to  ovyrsen  ? 

Maria,  30ur  ffaderes  wyl  must  nedys  be  wrought, 

It  is  most  wurthy  that  it  so  be  ; 
3itt  on  30ur  modyr  have  36  sum  thought, 

And  be  nevyr  more  so  longe  fro  me. 
As  to  my  thynkynge,  these  days  thre. 

That  36  absente  have  ben  away, 
Be  more  lengere  in  ther  degre 

Than  alle  the  space  of  xij.  3ere  day. 

Jhems.  Now,  ffor  to  plese  my  modyr  mylde, 

I  xal  30W  folwe  with  obedyence; 
I  am  30ur  sone  and  subjecte  childe. 

And  owe  to  do  30W  hy3  reverence. 


Home  with  )owX«;^  00  iHm^f-    ,!•;•>  , 
Ofsow,  elerkya,Bgr)i)nI4*litr.  '   r  ;. .  i 

Every  childe  zulde,  with  good  dyligew ; 
Hb  raodyr  to  plew;  hh  ■wyniqi^^^llhri'fc     . 

Primut  doctor,  O  blyaqid  Jhm !  vJMl  fm)im-m^ 

Of  30W  to  bare  niara  infixDHian}  ' 
ffiil  biynyd  is  jour  modyr  Imdef 

Of  whom  jetokejowriiMWBaqJQp.l    .- 
Wepraysow,  Jhesu,(^ooB*ol«G$g«^  _  I 

At  oore  most  a«de  (UF  jow  to  taMMyrr:  < 
All  that  halb  herd  thU  couuidiiimkxi  ' 

Of  tba  pBgte^  )0Uf  fci«ui lK»:tMiMi..  Jtnmi  v. 


XXI.  THE  BAPTISM  OF  CHRIST. 


Johannes.  Ecce  vox  clamantis  in  deserto  ! 

I  am  the  voyce  of  wyldernese, 
That  her  spekyth  and  prechyth  yow  to  ; 

Loke  3e  forsake  alle  wrecchidnesse  ! 
fibrsake  alle  synne  that  werkyth  woo, 

And  tume  to  vertu  and  holynese ! 
Beth  clene  of  levyng  in  your  sowle  also ; 

Than  xalle  he  be  savyd  from  peynfulnese 
Of  fyere  brynnyng  in  helle  ! 
If  that  3e  forsak  synne, 
Hevyn  blysse  xalle  36  wyne, 
Drede  36  not  the  devylles  gynne, 

With  angells  xalle  30W  dwelle  ! 

Penitenciam  nunc  agite ! 

Appropinquabit  regnum  coelorum ! 
fFor  your  trespas  penaunce  do  36, 

And  36  xalle  wyne  hevyn  Dei  deorum  ! 
In  hevyn  blyse  ye  xalle  wyn  to  be, 

Among  the  blyssyd  company  omnium  gupemorum  ; 
Ther  as  is  alle  merth,  i^y^y  ^"^  g^^^y 

Inter  agmina  angelorum, 

In  blyse  to  abyde ! 
Baptyme  I  cowncelle  yow  for  to  take, 
And  do  penaunce  for  ys  synnys  sake, 
And  for  your  oflTens  amendys  36  make, 
Your  synnys  for  to  hyde. 
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1  gyfTbaptyme  in  water  pucre. 

That  is  callyd  flom  Jordon  j 
My  baptyme  is  but  sjgnyfure 

Of  liii  baptyme  that  his  lyke  hatli  non  ! 
He  is  a  lord  of  gret  valour, 

I  am  nut  worthy  to  onbokylle  his  schon ; 
Bor  lie  xalle  baptjae,  as  sejth  Scryptour, 

Tliat  corayth  of  hem  alle  everychone 
In  the  Holy  Goost! 
He  may  dampne  and  he  may  eave, 
Alle  goodnef  se  of  hem  we  have, 
Thcr  may  no  man  his  werkes  deprave, 

ffor  he  is  Lorde  of  myghtea  mopt  ? 

Hie  accedii  J/ietus  ad  Johanwm,  qutm  inlucns  Jo~ 
hannes  dicat,  dii/ito  demonatraiui  J/iesttm,  *'  Ecee  agtm  " 
Dei  gut  toUii  peccala  mundi  I" 

Beholde  I  the  lombe  of  God  is  this, 

That  comyth  now  here  befome  j 
The  with  xalle  wasche  the  worlds  mys, 

And  save  alle  that  that  was  forlome  : 
This  same  lombe  forsothe  it  is. 

That  of  a  mayd  fulle  ctene  was  borne  ; 
Shamfulle  deth  this  lambs  i-wys 

Xalle  suffer  for  us  and  be  alle  to-tome. 
And  rent  on  a  roode ! 
He  xalle  suffer  for  mannys  sake 
Lytylte  rest,  aitd  moche  gret  sorow  and  wrake ; 
Hys  bake  xalle  be  bowndyn  to  a  stake, 

And  betyn  owt  alle  his  bloode  ! 


Jhetu*.  John  Baptyste,  myn  owyn  good  ffrende. 
That  Seythffully  dothe  preche  my  wylle; 

I  the  thanke  with  alle  my  meode, 

flbr  that  good  servyse  thou  dost  me  tylle. 
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Thy  desyre  is  synne  to  shende, 

Alle  synful  lyff  thoa  woldyst  spylle ; 
Thyn  entente  hath  a  good  hende, 
The  lawe  of  God  thou  dost  ffulffylle 
This  tyde. 
Baptym  to  take  I  come  to  the. 
And  conferme  that  sacrement  that  newe  xal  be, 
In  flom  Jordon  thon  baptyze  me. 
In  watyr  that  is  wyde. 

Johaime$.  My  lorde  God,  this  behovyth  me  nought, 

W^th  myn  hondys  to  bapty3e  the ; 
I  xulde  rather  of  the  have  sought 

Holy  baptym,  than  thou  of  me. 
Jhesus.  Suffyr  now,  John,  my  wyl  were  wrought, 

Alle  ryghtffiillenes  thus  fFulfylle  we ;         ^ 
Me  to  bapty3e  take  thou  no  dowthe, 

The  vertu  of  mekenes  here  tawthe  xal  be. 
Every  man  to  lere. 
And  take  ensawmple  here  by  me, 
How  mekely  that  I  come  to  the, 
Baptym  confermyd  now  xal  be. 

Me  to  baptyj^jHke  thou  no  dwere. 

Johannes.  Alle  men  may  take  example,  lo  ! 

Of  lowly  mekenes  evyn  ryght  here, 
Be  oure  Lorde  God,  that  comyth  me  to, 

Hese  pore  servaunt  and  his  sutere. 
Every  man  lere  to  werke  ryght  so, 

Bothe  kynge  and  caysere,  and  grett  empere ; 
Be  meke  and  lowe  the  pore  man  to. 

And  put  out  pryde  in  alle  manere — 
God  dothe  here  the  same  ! 
To  thi  byddynge,  my  Lord  so  dere, 
I  me  obey  with  gladsum  chere, 
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And  bapty3o  tlic  wilh  watjT  clen>. 

Ever  lialwyd  be  tlii  naine ! 

Spiritits  Sancim  hie  descendal  super  iptum,  el  Dettt, 
Pater  Celestig,  dicel  in  calo. 

This  is  my  welhelovyd  cliylde. 

Oyer  wliome  ray  spryte  doth  overspredc  I 
Clene,  and  pure,  and  undefylyd, 

Of  body,  of  sowie,  ffor  thought,  fordede  l 
That  he  is  buxhum,  mekc,  and  mylde, 

I  aiu  wei  plesyd  wilhowtyn  drede; 
Wysly  to  wyssc  jow  ffrom  weys  wylde, 

To  lysteo  his  lore  alio  men  I  rede. 
And  loure  erys  to  herke. 
Take  good  hi'ede  what  he  doths  preclie. 
And  ffolwjtli  tl]e  lawys  that  he  doth  leche, 
ffor  he  xal  be  }our  altheris  leche, 

To  eave  jow  from  develys  derke. 


Johannes  Baptyst.  Here  I  se  with  c^yn  syght. 

The  Sone  of  God  that  thou  erte ! 
The  Holy  Goost  over  the  doth  lyght, 

Thi  faderes  voys  I  here  fful  smerte. 
The  childe  of  God,  as  I  the  plyght, 

That  thou  be,  whllys  I  am  qwerte, 
I  xalle  wyttnes  to  every  whyght, 

And  teche  it  trewly  with  alle  layn  hert ; 
To  sese  it  were  grett  synne. 
fibr  Goddys  sone  I  wurchypp  the, 
ffrom  hevyn,  tliin  hyj  magest^, 
Tliu  comyst  hedyr  firom  dygnit^, 

Mannys  sowle  to  Wynne. 

Jkenu.  John  Baptyete,  thou  be  wyttnes. 
The  trewthe  loke  that  thou  nat  hyde  % 
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ffbr  now  I  passe  forthe  into  wyldernes, 
The  Holy  Gost  xal  be  my  gyde. 

Hk  Jhesus  transit  in  desertum^  dicens,  etc. 

In  whylsum  place  of  desertnes, 
XL**  days,  a  terme  ful  wyde, 
And  ffoorty  nyghtes^  bothe  more  and  lesse, 
Withowtyn  bodyly  ffode  ther  to  abyde  ; 
ffor  man  thus  do  I  swynke. 
Into  deserte  I  passe  my  way, 
ffor  mannys  sake,  as  I  30W  say, 
XL**  nyghtes  and  xl."  day, 

I  xal  nowther  ete  nor  drynke. 

Johan  Baptyst*  In  place  where  I  passe  wyttnes  I  bere. 

The  trewthe  xal  I  telle  wheresoevyr  I  go. 
That  Cryst,  the  Sone  of  God,  is  become  oure  fere. 

Clad  in  oure  clothynge  to  sofer  for  us  wo  I 
I  bapty3id  with  myn  owyn  handys  Cryst  Jhesu  ryght  liere. 

And  now  he  is  to  wyldyrnes  penawns  ther  to  do, 
Informyng  so  alle  us  that  Lord  that  hath  no  pere. 

To  do  for  oure  trespace  penawnce  here  also ; 
Of  penawnce  do  I  preche. 
In  wyttnes  ryght  be  this, 
That  what  man  for  his  mys, 
Doth  penawns  here,  i-wys. 

His  sowle  he  dothe  wel  leche. 

Alle  men  on  ground  that  be  3itt  on  ly  ve, 
ffor  30ur  grett  offens  loke  36  be  repentaunt ; 

Of  alle  30ur  venym  synne  I  rede  that  36  30W  shry  ve, 
ffor  God  is  ful  redy  mercy  for  to  graunt. 

Be  contryte  for  30ur  trespas,  and  penauns  do  belyve, 
Beconsyle  30ur8elf  and  be  to  God  plesaunt ; 

With  contryscion,  schryffte,  and  penauns,  the  devil  may 
3e  dryve. 
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ffor  fro  30ur  felachep  he  xal  not  be  erraunt^ 

30W  for  to  ineve. 
To  penauns  and  synne  forsake, 
Shryfte  of  mowthe  loke  tiiat  3e  make, 
And  than  the  fende  in  helle  so  blake, 

He  xal  30W  nevyr  more  greve. 

A  tre  that  is  bareyn  and  wyl  here  no  frute. 

The  ownere  wyl  hewe  it  downe  and  cast  it  on  the  fy re ; 
Ryght  so  it  be  man  that  folwyth  the  fowle  sute 

Of  the  devyl  of  helle,  and  werkyth  his  desyre. 
God  wyl  be  vengyd  on  man  that  is  bothe  dum  and  mute. 

That  wyl  nevyr  be  shrevyn,  but  evyr  more  doth  delyre; 
Clothe  the  in  clennes,  with  vertu  be  indute. 

And  God  with  his  grace  he  wyl  the  sone  inspyre 
To  aniendynge  of  thi  mys. 
Schrj^fte  of  mowthe  may  best  the  save, 
Penauns  for  synne  what  man  wyl  have. 
Whan  that  his  body  is  leyd  in  grave, 
His  sowle  xal  go  to  blys. 

Corne  that  is  good,  men  kepe  it  ful  clene ; 

Chaff  that  is  sympyl  is  sett  wul  nere  at  nought. 
So  good  men  of  levynge  to  God  chosyn  bene. 

Whan  synful  men  be  lyke  chaff  and  to  helle  xul  be 
brought. 
Good  penauns  30W  to  preche  ful  hertyly  do  I  mene, 

Shryfft  and  satysfaccion  evyrmore  to  have  in  thought ; 
What  man  in  good  penauns  and  schryfte  of  mowthe  be  sene. 
Of  God  he  is  welbelovyd,  that  alle  this  worlde  hath 
wrought, 

And  alle  thinge  of  nowth  dede  make. 
Now  have  I  tawght  30W  good  penauns, 
God  graunt  30W  grace,  at  his  plesauns 
To  have  of  synne  delyverauns, 

ffor  now  my  Icve  I  take ! 
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Sathan.   Now  Belyard  and  Bel3abub^  3e  der  wurthy 
devele  of  helle, 
And  wysest  of  councel  amonges  alle  the  rowte ! 
Herke  now  what  I  sey,  a  tale  I  xalle  30W  telle, 

That  trobelyth  sore  my  stomak :  therof  I  have  grett  dowte. 
Bekfalle.  Syr  Sathanas,  owre  sovereyn,  eyre,  with  the 
wol  we  dwelle, 
Alle  redy  at  thi  byddynge  to  the  do  we  lowte ; 
If  thou  have  any  nede  of  oure  wyse  counselle, 
Telle  us  now  thi  qwestyon  alle  out  and  oute ; 
Sey  al  thi  dowt  be-dene. 
JBelsabub.  3a,  sere,  telle  us  thi  dowte  by  and  by. 
And  we  xul  telle  the  so  sekyrly, 
That  thou  xalt  knowe  verryly 

What  thi  dowte  dothe  mene. 

Sathan,  The  dowte  that  I  have  it  is  of  Cryst  i-wys ; 

Born  he  was  in  Bedleeni,  as  it  is  seyd. 
And  many  a  man  wenyth  that  Goddes  sone  he  is, 

Bom  of  a  woman  and  she  a  clene  mayd. 
And  alle  that  evyr  he  prechyth,  it  is  of  hevyn  blys, 

He  wyl  lese  oure  lawe,  I  am  ryght  sore  afrayd  ; 
fiayn  wolde  I  knowe  who  were  fikdyr  his^ 

flbr  of  this  grett  dowte  I  am  sore  dysmayd 
Indede. 
If  that  he  be  Goddys  childe, 
And  bom  of  a  mayd  mylde. 
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Than  be  we  rygh  sore  begylde, 
And  short  xal  ben  a 


3  spede. 


Tlierfore,  seres,  sumwliat  that  je  shewe, 

In  this  grett  dowth  what  ia  best  to  do ; 
If  he  be  Goddys  sono  ho  wyl  hrede  a  shrews, 

And  werke  us  meche  wrake,  bothe  wreche  and 
Sorwe  and  care  be  wyl  sone  strewe, 

Alle  oure  gode  days  than  xulde  sone  be  goo  ; 
And  alle  oure  lore  and  alle  oure  lawe  be  wy!  downe  hewe, 

And  than  be  we  alle  lornj  if  that  it  be  soo, 
He  wylle  don  us  alle  tene. 
He  wylle  be  Lorde  over  lievyn  and  helle, 
And  ffeche  awey  alle  oure  catelle, 
Tlierfor  shewe  now  sum  good  eounselle, 
What  comfort  may  best  bene. 


I 


BelyaUe.  The  best  wytt  that  I  kan  say, 

Hym  to  tempto  forsothe  it  is; 
With  sotyl  wbylys,  if  that  thou  may, 

Asay  to  make  hym  to  don  amys. 
If  that  he  synne,  this  is  no  nay. 

He  may  nat  be  kynge  of  blys  : 
Hym  to  tempte,  go  walke  thi  way, 

iFor  best  eounselle  I  trowe  be  this; 
Go  forthe  now  and  aesy ! 
Beliabud.  The  best  wytt  I  hold  it  be, 
Hym  to  tempte  in  synnys  thre, 
The  whiche  mankende  is  frelt^ 

Doth  ITalle  sonest  alway. 


Sathan.  So  afftyr  jour  wytt  now  wylle  I  werke, 
I  wylle  no  lengere  now  here  abyde ; 

Be  be  nevyr  so  wyse  a  clerke, 

I  xal  apposyn  hym  withinne  a  tyde. 
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Belsabiib.  Now,  lovely  Lucyfer,  in  helle  so  derke, 

Kynge  and  Lorde  of  synne  and  pryde ; 
With  sum  iiiyst  his  wittys  to  merke, 
He  send  the  grace  to  be  thi  gyde. 

And  evyr  more  be  thi  spede ! 
Beh/aUe.  AUe  the  develys,  that  ben  in  helle, 
Shul  pray  to  Mahound,  as  I  the  telle. 
That  thou  mayst  spede  this  jumey  welle. 
And  comforte  the  in  this  dede. 

Jhems.  Xl.**  days  and  xl.**  nyght 

Now  have  I  fastyd  for  mannys  sake ; 
A  more  grett  hungyr  had  nevyr  no  wyght, 

Than  I  myself  begynne  to  take ; 
fFor  hungyr  in  pejrn  stronge  am  I  pyght, 

And  bred  have  I  non  myn  hungyr  for  to  slake, 
A  lytel  of  a  loof  relese  myn  hungyr  myght, 

But  mursele  have  I  non  my  comforte  for  to  make ; 
This  sufFyr  I,  man,  for  the. 
ffor  thi  glotenye  and  metys  wronge, 
I  suffyr  for  the  this  hungyr  stronge, 
I  am  afferde  it  wyl  be  longe 

Or  thou  do  thus  for  me. 

Sathan,  The  Sone  of  God  if  that  thou  be, 

Be  the  grett  myght  of  thi  godhede, 
Tume  these  flyntes,  anon  lett  se, 

iProm  arde  stony s  to  tendyr  brede. 
More  bettyr  it  is,  as  I  telle  the, 

Wysely  to  werke  aftyr  my  reed, 
And  shewe  thi  myght  of  grett  majesty, 

Than  thorw  grett  hungyr  ffor  to  be  dede. 

These  stonys  now  bred  thou  make, 
Goddys  Sone  if  that  thou  be. 
Make  these  stonys  bred,  lett  se. 


m  COVENTRY  MYSTERIKS. 

|Than  m&yste  tliou  ete  ryglit  good  pWnt^, 
'  Tliyn  hiingyr  for  to  slake. 


Jkents.  Nott  only  be  bred  mannys  )yif  jitt  sto<xi. 

But  in  the  wurde  of  God,  as  I  the  say, 
To  mannys  sowle  is  nevyr  met©  so  good. 

As  is  the  wurd  of  God  that  prechid  is  alway. 
Bred  niateryal  dothe  norche  blood, 

But  to  mannys  sowle,  this  is  no  nay, 
Nevyr  more  may  be  a  betyr  food, 

Than  the  wiird  of  God,  that  lestytli  ay. 

To  here  Goddys  wurde  therfore  man  love. 
Thi  body  doth  love  materal  brede, 
Withoute  the  wurde  of  God  thi  soule  is  but  dede. 
To  love  prechynge  therfore  I  rede. 

If  thou  wylt  duellyn  in  blysse  abovf. 


Sathan.  flbr  no  grett  hungyr  that  I  kan  se, 

In  glotony  thou  wylt  not  synne ; 
Now  to  the  temple  come  forthe  with  me^ 

And  ther  xal  I  ahewe  the  a  praty  gynne. 
Up  to  this  pynnacle  now  go  we, 

I  xal  the  sett  on  the  hyjest  pynne, 
Ther  I  preve  what  that  thou  be, 
Or  that  we  tweyn  part  a  twynne, 

I  xal  knowe  what  myght  thou  have. 
Hie  atcendii  Deut  pinnactdum  ttmjM,  dum  diaboUa 
dicii  4ptoque  teguitur. 

Whan  thou  art  sett  upon  the  pynnacle, 
Thou  xalt  ther  pleyn  a  qweynt  steracle. 
Or  ellys  shewe  a  grett  meracle, 

Thysself  firom  hurte  thou  save. 
Hie  Satantu  ponU  Jheswn  super  pinnaculum,  ^eiu, 
Now  if  thou  be  Goddya  ssone  of  myght, 
Ryght  down  to  the  erthe  anon  thou  ffitlle. 
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And  save  thisylf  in  every  plyght 

fFrom  harm  and  hurte,  and  scappys  alle ; 

ffor  it  is  wretyn  with  aungelys  bryght 
That  ben  in  hevyn,  thi  faderes  halle, 

The  to  kepe  bothe  day  and  nyght, 
Xul  be  ful  redy  as  thi  tharalle, 

Hurt  that  thou  non  have. 

That  thou  stomele  not  ageyn  the  ston, 

And  hurt  thi  fote  as  thou  dost  gon, 

Aungelle  be  redy  alle  everychon, 
In  weys  the  to  save. 

Jhesu8.  It  is  wretyn  in  holy  book, 

Thi  Lorde  God  thou  xalt  not  tempte ; 
Alle  thynge  must  obeye  to  Goddys  look, 

OiA  of  his  myght  is  non  exempt ; 
Out  of  thi  cursydnes  and  cruel  crook. 

By  Godys  grace  man  xal  be  redempt : — 
Whan  thou  to  helie,  thi  brennynge  brook, 

To  endles  peyne  xal  evyr  be  dempt, 
Therin  alwey  to  abyde. 
Thi  Lorde  God  thou  tempt  no  more, 
It  is  nott  syttenge  to  thi  lore^ 
I  bydde  the  sese  anon  therfore, 

And  tempte  God  in  no  tyde. 

Sathan.  Ow !  in  gloteny  nor  in  veynglory  it  dothe  ryght 
nott  avayt 
Cryst  for  to  tempt,  it  profyteth  me  ryght  nopght ; 
I  must  now  begynne  to  have  a  newe  travayl, — 

In  covetyse  to  tempt  hy m  it  comyth  now  in  my  thought, 
ffor  if  I  went  thus  away  and  shrynkyd  as  a  snayle. 
Lorn  were  the  labore  aUe  that  I  have  wrought ; 
Therfore  in  covetyse  oure  syre  I  xal  asayle, 

r 
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And  wamj  into  that  sjnoe  yf  be  maj  be  brongfaty 

Anon  £Drtbe  rygfat. 
Sjr,  3itt  ODTS  I  pnj  to  the. 
To  this  hT3  hjl  ocMn  fbrthe  vidi  me, 
I  xal  the  shewe  many  a  oet^. 

And  many  a  wurthy  syght. 

Time  JketMs  trantU  cum  diaboh  safer  wnmiem  ei  dm- 
bobu  Aeii, 

Into  the  northe  loke  ffortfae  evyn  pleyn. 

The  towre  of  Babylony  ther  mayst  thou  se ; 
The  cete  of  Jerusalem  stondyth  ther  ageyn. 

And  evyn  ffast  therby  stondyth  GalyW. 
Nazareth,  Naverne,  and  the  kyngdom  of  Spayn, 

3abulon,  and  Neptalym,  that  is  a  lycbe  country. 
Both  3ebee  and  Salmana,  thou  mayst  se  serteyn, 

Itayl  and  Archage  that  wurthy  rerays  be, 
Bothe  Jannense  and  Jurye. 
Rome  doth  stonde  before  the  ryght. 
The  temple  of  Salamon  as  sylver  bryght, 
And  here  mayst  thou  se  opynly  with  syght 
Bothe  ffraunce  and  Normandye. 

Turno  the  now  on  this  syde  and  se  here  Lumbardye, 

Of  spycery  ther  growyth  many  an  c  balys ; 
Archas  and  Aragon,  and  grett  Almonye, 

Parys  and  Portyngale,  and  the  towne  of  Galys : 
Pownteys  and  Poperynge,  and  also  Pycardye, 

Erlondc,  Scottlonde,  and  the  londe  of  Walys. 
(ire to  pylis  and  castellys  thou  mayst  se  with  eye, 

3  a,  and  alle  the  wyd  werde  without  mo  talys. 
Alio  this  longygh  to  me. 
If  thou  wylt  kncle  down  to  tlie  grownde, 
And  wurchepp  me  now  in  this  stownde, 
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^lle  this  worlds  that  is  so  rownd, 
I  xal  it  gyve  to  the ! 

Jhe9U8.  Go  a  bak,  thou  fowle  Sathanas  i 

In  holy  Scrypture  wretyn  it  is, 
Thi  Lorde  God  to  wurchipp  in  every  plas. 

As  for  his  thralle  and  thou  servaunt  his. 
Saihan.  Out,  out,  harrow !  alas !  alas ! 

I  woundyr  sore  what  is  he  this  ? 
I  cannot  brynge  hym  to  no  trespas, 

Nere  be  no  synne  to  don  amys. 

He  byddyth  me  gon  abakke  ! 
What  that  he  is  I  kannot  se, 
Whethyr  God  or  man,  what  that  he  be 
I  kannot  telle  in  no  degr^ : 

ffor  sorwe  I  lete  a  crakke. 

Hie  verdent  angeU  canianies  et  ministranles  ei: — 
**  Gloria  iibi,  Dominer  Dicens. 

JfhestiS.  Now,  alle  mankende,  exaumple  take 

By  these  grete  werkys  that  thou  dost  se. 
How  that  the  devylle  of  helle  so  blake 

In  synne  was  besy  to  tempte  me ; 
ffor  alle  liise  maystryes  that  he  dyd  make. 

He  is  overcom  and  now  doth  file ; 
Alle  this  I  sufiyr  ffor  mannys  sake, 

To  teche  the  how  thou  xalt  rewle  the. 

Whan  the  devylle  dothe  the  assayle. 
Loke  thou  concente  nevyr  to  synne. 
For  no  sleytys,  ne  for  no  gynne, 
And  than  the  victory  xalt  thou  Wynne, 

The  devyl  xal  lesyn  alle  his  travayl. 

To  suffyr  temptacion  it  is  grett  peyn, 

If  thou  withstonde  it  thou  wynnyst  grett  mede, 
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Of  God  the  more  grace  thou  hast  serteyn. 
If  thou  with-sett  the  devyl  in  his  dede. 

Thow  tliat  the  feiide  tempt  the  ageyn. 
Of  his  power  take  thou  no  drede  ; 

ffor  God  hath  the  jovyo  bothe  myglit  and  mayn, 
Hym  for  to  with-sytt  evyr  at  nede, 

Thou  hast  more  myght  than  he. 

Whan  the  devyl  doth  tenipte  the  thoo, 

Shewe  thi  myght  H3ens  thi  ffoo, 

Whao  thi  sowle  partylh  the  froo, 

In  blye^  than  xal  it  be.     Jmenf 


XXIII.  THE  WOMAN  TAKEN  IN 

ADULTERY. 


Hie  de  mtdiere  in  aduUerio  deprehensa. 

Jhems.  Nolo  mortem  peccatoris ! 

Man  for  thi  synne  take  repentaunce. 
If  thou  amende  that  is  amys, 

Than  hevyn  xal  be  thin  herytaunce ; 
Thow  thou  have  don  ajens  God  grevauns^ 

3ett  mercy  to  haske  loke  thou  be  bolde, 
His  mercy  doth  passe  in  trewe  balauns, 

Alle  cruel  jugemeut  be  many  folde. 

Thow  that  30ur  synnys  be  nevyr  so  grett, 

ffor  hem  be  sad  and  aske  mercy  ; 
Sone  of  my  ffadyr  grace  30  may  gett, 

With  the  leste  teer  wepynge  owte  of  30ur  ey, 
My  ffadyr  me  sent  the,  man,  to  bye, 

Alle  thi  raundom  mysylfe  must  pay  ; 
ffor  love  of  the  mysylfe  wyl  dye, 

Iff  thou  aske  mercy,  I  sey  nevyr  nay. 

Into  the  erthe  ffrom  hevyn  above, 
Thi  sorwe  to  sese  and  joy  to  restore, 

Man,  I  cam  down,  alle  ffor  thi  love, — 
Love  me  ageyn,  I  aske  no  more ! 

Thow  thou  myshappe  and  synne  ful  sore, 
3it  tume  a3en  and  mercy  crave  ; 
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It  is  thi  fawto  and  thou  be  lore, 

Haske  thou  mercj-  and  thou  xelt  have. 

Uppon  thi  neybore  be  not  vengabyl, 

Agej-n  the  la  we  if  he  offende ; 
L}'ke  as  he  is,  thou  art  unstabyl, 

Thyn  owyn  frelt^  evyr  tliou  attende. 
Evermore  thi  neybore  Iielpe  to  amende, 

Evyn  as  thou  woldyst  he  xulde  tlie ; 
Ageyn  hym  wrathe  if  thou  accende, 

Tlie  same  in  happ  wylle  falle  on  the, 

Eche  man  to  othyr  be  mercyable, 

And  mercy  he  xa!  have  at  nede ; 
What  man  of  mercy  is  not  tretable, 

Whan  he  askythe  mercy  he  xal  not  apede. 
Mercy  to  graunt  I  com  indede ; 

Whoso  aake  mercy  he  xal  have  grace ; 
Lett  no  man  dowte  for  bis  mysdede, 

But  evyr  aske  mercy,  why!  he  hath  space. 

Scriba.  Alas !  Alas  1  oure  lawe  is  lorn  1 

A  !  fals  ypocryte,  Jhesu  be  name, 
That  of  a  sheppherdis  dowtyr  was  born, 

Wyl  breke  oure  lawe  and  make  it  lame. 
He  wyl  us  werke  ryght  mekyl  shame. 

His  fals  purpos  if  he  upholde ; 
Alle  oure  lawys  he  dothe  defame, 

That  stynkynge  beggere  is  woundyr  bolde, 

Phariatus.  Sere  scrybe,  in  feyth  that  jpocryte 
Wyl  turue  this  londe  al  to  his  lore ; 

Tlierfore  I  councelle  hym  to  indyte. 
And  chsstyse  hym  ryght  wel  therfore. 
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Scriba.  On  hym  beleve  many  a  score^ 

In  his  prechynge  he  is  so  gay ; 
Eche  man  liym  ffolwygh  ever  more  and  more^ 

A3ens  that  he  seyth  no  man  seyth  nay. 

• 
Phariseui,  A  ffals  qwarel  if  we  cowde  feyne. 

That  ypocrite  to  puttyn  in  blame ; 
Alle  his  prechynge  xulde  sone  disteyne. 

And  than  his  wurchepp  xuld  tume  to  shame. 
With  sum  fUshede  to  spyllyn  his  name 

Lett  us  assay,  his  lore  to  spylle ; 
The  pepyl  with  hym  yff  we  cowde  grame, 

Than  xulde  we  sone  have  al  oure  wylle. 

Accusator.  Herke,  sere  pharysew,  and  sere  scrybe, 

A  ryght  good  sporte  I  kan  30W  telle, 
I  undyrtake  that  ryght  a  good  brybe 

We  alle  xul  have  to  kepe  councelle. 
A  fayre  3onge  qwene  here  by  doth  dwelle, 

Bothe  ffresche  and  gay  upon  to  loke, 
And  a  talle  man  with  her  dothe  melle, — 

The  wey  into  hyr  chawmere  ryght  evyn  he  toke. 

Lett  us  thre  now  go  streyte  thedyr. 

The  wey  fful  evyn  I  xalle  30W  lede  5 
And  we  xul  take  them  bothe  togedyr, 

Whylle  that  thei  do  that  synful  dede. 
Scriba.  Art  thou  sekyr  that  we  xal  spede  ? 

Shalle  we  hym  fynde  whan  we  cum  there  ? 
Accusator.  Be  my  trowthe  I  have  no  drede, 

The  hare  fro  the  fforme  we  xal  arere. 

Phariseus.  We  xal  have  game  and  this  be  trewe  ! 

Lete  us  thre  werke  by  on  assent, 
We  wyl  here  brynge  evyn  beforn  Jhesu, 

And  of  here  lyff  the  truthe  present ; 
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How  in  advowtrye  hyre  lyff  is  lent ; 

Than  hjin  befom  whan  she  is  browth, 
We  xul  hym  aske  the  trew  jugemcDt, 

What  lawful  deth  tu  here  is  wruuthe  ? 

Oi'  grace  and  mercy  hevyr  he  dothe  prache, 

Aud  that  iiQ  man  xulde  be  vengeabie ; 
Ageyu  the  woman  if  he  sey  wreche, 

Tlian  of  his  precliynge  he  U  unatabyl  j 
And  if  we  fynde  hym  varyable 

Of  his  precliynge  that  he  hath  tawth, 
Than  have  we  cawse,  Imtlie  juete  and  able, 

ffor  a  faU  man  that  he  be  tawth. 

Scrit/a.   Niiw,  be  grete  Gud,  je  aey  fful  welle: 

If  we  liym  tyndyn  in  varyaunce. 
We  have  good  reson,  as  36  do  telle, 

Hym  for  to  brynge  to  foule  myschauns. 
If  he  holde  stylle  his  dalyauns. 

And  preche  of  mercy  hire  for  to  save  j 
Than  have  we  mater  of  gret  substajins, 

Hym  for  to  kylle  and  putt  in  grave. 

Grett  reson  why  I  xal  jow  telle  ; 

ffor  Moyses  dothe  bydde  in  oure  lawe. 
That  every  advowterere  we  xuld  qwelle, 

And  jitt  with  stonys  thei  xutde  be  slaw«|' 
Ageyn  Moyses  if  that  he  drawe, 

That  synful  woman  with  grace  to  helpe. 
He  xal  nevyr  skape  out  of  oure  awe. 

But  he  xal  dye  lyke  a  dogge  whelpe. 

Accuaator.  36  tary  ovyr  longe,  seres,  I  sey  }ow, 
Tliey  wyl  Bone  parte,  as  that  I  gesse ; 

Therfore  if  30  wyl  have  jour  pray  now, 
Lete  us  go  ttdie  them  in  here  whantownnesse. 
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PharUeus.  600  thou  beforn  the  wey  to  dresse, 

We  xal  the  ffolwe  within  short  whyle ; 
Iff  that  we  may  that  quene  dystresse, 

I  hope  we  xal  Jhesu  begyle. 

Scriba.  Breke  up  the  dore,  and  go  we  inne, 

Sett  to  the  shuldyr  with  alle  thi  myght ; 
We  xal  hem  take  evyn  in  here  synne. 

Here  owyn  trespas  shal  them  indite. 

Hicjuvenis  qmdam  extra  currit  indephydo,  calligis  non 
UgatiSy  et  braccas  in  manu  tenens,  etdicU  accusator, 

Accusator.  Stow  that  harlot  sum  erthely  wyght, 

That  in  advowtrye  here  is  ffownde. 
Juvems.  •  3iff  any  man  stow  me  this  nyth, 

I  xal  hym  3eve  a  dedly  wownde. 
If  any  man  my  wey  doth  stoppe 

Or  we  departe,  ded  xal  I  be  ; 
I  xal  this  daggare  putt  in  his  croppe, 

I  xal  hem  kyUe  or  he  xal  me. 

Pharisetis,  Grett  Goddys  curse  mut  go  with  the, 

With  suche  a  shrewe  wylle  I  not  melle. 
Juvenis.  Ttiat  same  blyssynge  I  3yff  50W  thre. 

And  qwhethe  30W  alle  to  the  devyl  of  helle ; 
In  feyth  I  was  so  sore  affrayd 

Of  3 one  thre  shrewys,  the  sothe  to  say, 
My  breche  be  nott  3ett  welle  up  teyd, 

I  liad  such  hast  to  renne  away : 
Thei  xal  nevyr  cacche  me  in  suche  affray, — 

I  am  fuUe  glad  that  I  am  gon. 
Adewe  !  adewe !  a  xx".  devyl  way, 

And  Goddys  curse  have  3e  everychon. 

Scriba.  C!ome  forthe,  thou  stotte  !  com  forthe,  thou  scowte  I 
Come  forthe,  thou  bysmare  and  brothel  bolde ! 
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Come  ffyrthe,  thou  hore,  and  stynkynge  b^che  clowte !  ' 
How  longe  hast  thou  suche  harlotry  hol<li>  ? 

Phariseus. Come  forth,  thou  queue !  come  fortlie,tJiou  sco 
Com  forth,  thou  sloveyn  I  com  fortlie,  thou  alutte  ! 

We  xal  the  teche  with  carys  colde, 
A  Ijtyl  bettyr  to  kepe  thi  kutte. 

Mulyer.  A  !  mercy,  mercy,  seres,  I  jow  pmy, 

fFor  Goddys  love  have  mercy  on  mu  ! 
Of  my  myslevynge  me  not  bewray, 

Have  mercy  on  me,  for  charyto  ! 
Accusator.  Aske  us  no  mercy,  it  xal  not  be  ; 

We  xul  so  ordeyn  fFor  thi  lot, 
That  thou  xalt  dye  ffor  thin  advowtrye  ; 

Therfore  come  fortlie,  tliou  styDk3mge  stoU  1 

MtiUer.  Seres,  my  wurchepp  if  ;e  wyl  save, 

And  helpe  I  have  non  opyn  shame ; 
Bothe  gold  and  sylvyr  ye  xul  have, 

So  that  in  clennes  je  kepe  my  name. 
Scriba.  Mede  ffor  to  take,  we  were  to  blame. 

To  save  suche  stottys,  it  xal  not  be ; 
We  xal  brynge  the  to  such  a  game, 

That  alle  advowtereres  xul  lem  be  the. 

Mulier.  Stondynge  36  wyl  not  graunt  me  grace^ 

But  for  my  synne  that  I  xal  dye ; 
I  pray  }0w  kylle  me  here  in  this  place, 

And  lete  not  the  pepyl  upon  me  crye. 
If  I  be  sclaundryd  opynly. 

To  alle  my  frendys  it  xal  be  shame : 
I  pray  jow  kylle  ine  prevyly, 

Lete  not  the  pepyl  knowe  my  de&me  ! 

PAarwua.  ffy  on  the,  scowte  1  the  devyl  the  qwelle  1 
Ageyn  the  lawe  xul  we  the  kyUe  P 
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fiyrat  xal  hange  the  the  devyl  of  helle, 

Or  we  suche  folyes  xulde  ffulfylle ; 
Thow  it  lyke  the  nevyr  so  ille, 

Befforn  the  prophete  thou  xalt  have  lawe, 
Lyke  as  Moyses  doth  charge  us  tylle. 

With  grett  stonys  thou  xalt  be  slawe. 

AccuBatoT.  C!om  forthe  apase^  thou  stynkjmge  scowte ! 

Before  the  prophete  thou  were  this  day ; 
Or  I  xal  3eve  the  suche  a  clowte. 

That  thou  xalt  fiedle  downe  evyn  in  the  way. 
Scriba.  Now,  be  grett  God !  and  I  the  pay, 

Suche  a  buffett  I  xal  the  take. 
That  alle  the  tethe,  I  dare  wel  say, 

Withinne  thin  heed  ffor  who  xul  sliake. 

Phariseus.  Herke,  sere  prophete,  we  alle  30W  pray 
To  gyff  trewe  dome  and  just  sentence 

Upon  this  woman,  whiche  this  same  day 
In  synfulle  advowtery  hath  don  offense. 

Hie  JhesuSy  dum  isti  accusant  muliei^em^  continue  debet 
digito  suo  scribere  in  terra, 

Jccusator.  Se,  we  have  brought  here  to  30ur  presens, 

Becawse  3e  ben  a  wys  prophete. 
That  30  xal  telle  be  consyens, 

What  dethe  to  hyre  3e  thynke  most  mete. 

Scriba,  In  Moyses  lawe  ryght  thus  we  fynde. 

That  suche  fals  lovers  xul  be  slayn, 
Streyte  to  a  stake  we  xul  hem  bynde, 

And  with  grett  stonys  brest  out  ther  brayn. 
Of  30ur  concyens  telle  us  the  playn. 

With  this  woman  what  xal  be  wrought ; 
Shalle  we  letc  liere  go  qwyte  agayn, 

Or  to  hire  dethe  xal  she  be  brought  ? 
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,fhe»u  nichil  respondit,  »ed  semper  ecrybyt  in  terra, 
MiilieT.  Now,  holy  prophete,  be  mercyable  ! 

Upon  me,  wrecche,  take  no  veDgeaunce  ! 
ffbr  my  synnys  abhomynable, 

In  liert  I  have  grett  repentaunce. 
I  am  wel  wurthy  to  hare  mysohaunce, 

Botbe  bodyly  detbe  and  wertlly  shame ; 
But  gracyous  prophete  cif  socurraunce. 

This  tyme  pray  30W  for  Goddys  name. 

Phurigeus.  Ageyn  the  lawe  thou  dedyst  offbtts, 

Thprfore  of  grace  speke  thou  no  more ; 
As  Moyses  govyth  in  law  sentana, 

Thou  xalt  be  stonyd  to  deth  therfore. 
Accusator.  Ha  don,  sere  prophete,  telle  us  joure  lore ; 

Xul  we  this  woman  with  stonvs  kylle  ? 
Or  to  hire  hous  hire  home  restore  ? 

In  this  mater  telle  us  3our  wylle. 

Scriba-  Id  a  colde  stodye  me  thynkyth  je  sytt ; 

Good  sere,  awake,  telle  us  30ur  thought: 
Xal  she  he  stonyd?  telle  us  30ur  wytt, — 

Or  in  what  rewle  xal  sclie  be  brought  ? 
Jlieaua.  Loke  whiche  of  30W  that  nevyr  synne  wrought, 

But  is  of  lyff  clennere  than  she. 
Cast  at  here  stonys,  and  spare  here  nowght, 

Clene  out  of  synne  if  that  }e  be. 

Hie  Jhesua  iierum  se  incHnans  scribet  in  terra,  et  omnes 
accusatores  guiuii  confusi  sejiaratim  in  Iribug  locis  se  dis- 
Junffent. 

Phariteus.  Alas !  alas !   I  am  ashamyd ! 

I  am  afferde  that  I  xal  deye  ; 
AUe  myn  synnys  evyn  propyrly  naniyd 

}on  yropliete  dede  wryte  befor  rayn  eye, 
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Iff  that  my  felawys  that  dude  aspye. 
They  wylle  telle  it  bothe  ffer  and  wyde ; 

My  sunfulle  levynge  if  thei  out  crye, 
I  wot  nevyr  wher  myn  heed  to  hyde. 

jiccusaior.  Alas !  for  sorwe  myn  herte  doth  blede, 

Alle  myn  synnys  3on  man  dude  wry te ; 
If  that  my  felawys  to  them  toke  hede, 

I  kannot  me  ffrom  deth  acquyte. 
1  wold  I  wore  hyd  sumwhere  out  of  syght, 

That  men  xuld  me  no  where  se  ne  knowe ; 
Iff  I  be  take  1  am  afflyght 

In  mekyl  shame  I  xal  be  throwe. 

Scriba.  Alas  !  the  tyme  that  this  betyd, 

Ryght  byttyr  care  doth  me  embrace ! 
Alle  my  synnys  be  now  unhyd, 

3on  man  befor  me  hem  alle  doth  trace. 
If  I  were  onys  out  of  this  place, 

To  suffyr  deth  gret  and  vengeauns  able  ; 
I  wyl  nevyr  come  befor  his  face, 

Thow  I  xulde  dye  in  a  stable. 

MuUer.  Thow  I  be  wurthy  ffor  my  trespas 

To  suffyr  dethe  abhomynable, 
3]tt,  holy  prophete,  of  30ur  hy3  grace 

In  30ur  jugement  be  mercyable. 
I  wyl  nevyr  more  be  so  unstable, 

O,  holy  prophete !  graunt  me  mercy  ! 
Of  my  synnys  unresonable. 

With  alle  myn  hert  I  am  sory, 

Jhemt.  Where  be  thi  fomen  that  dude  the  accuse  P 

Why  have  thei  lefte  us  to  alone  ? 
MuHer,  Bycawse  they  cowde  nat  hemself  excuse, 

With  shame  they  ffled  hens  everychone ; 
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But,  graeyous  prophete,  lyst  to  my  monc ! 

Of  my  sorwe  take  conipaaayon ! 
Now  alle  myn  enmyes  hens  be  gone, 

Sey  me  sum  wurde  of  consolacion. 
Jkeaits.  ffor  tlio  synn^s  that  Uiou  hast  wrought, 

Hath  any  man  condempnyd  the  ? 
Mulier.  Nay  forsothe  that  hatho  ther  nought, 

Butt  in  }our  grace  I  putt  me. 
Jhesus.  ffor  me  thou  xalt  nat  condempnyd  be 

Go  hom  ageyn  and  walke  at  large  : 
Loke  tliat  thou  leve  in  honesty, 

And  wyl  no  more  to  synne,  I  the  charge. 
Mulier,  I  thanke  sow  hysly,  holy  prophete, 

Of  this  grett  grate  38  have  me  graunt ; 
Alle  my  lewde  lyff  I  xal  doun  lete. 

And  ffonde  to  be  Goddys  trewe  sermuDt. 
Jhems.  What  man  of  synne  be  repentaant. 

Of  God  if  he  wyl  mercy  crave, 
God  of  mercy  is  so  babundawot, 

That  what  man  haske  it  be  xal  it  have. 


Whan  man  is  contrite,  and  hath  wonne  grace, 

God  wele  not  kepe  olde  wrethe  in  mynde. 
But  bettyr  love  to  bem  he  has. 

Very  contryte  whan  be  them  fyxtde. 
Now  God,  that  dyed  ffor  alle  mankende. 

Save  alle  these  pepyl,  both  nygbt  and  day  ! 
And  of  oure  eynnys  be  us  unbynde, 

Hyje  lioide  of  hevyn,  that  best  may  t    Jmen. 
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Hie  incipit  de  suscitaiione  Layari. 

Lazarus,  God,  that  alle  thjmge  dede  make  of  nowth, 

And  puttyst  eche  creature  to  his  fenaunce. 
Save  thyn  handwerke  that  thou  hast  wrought. 

As  thou  art  lord  of  hi3  substauns  ! 
O,  gracyous  God  !  att  thi  plesauns, 

Of  my  dysese  now  comforte  me, 
Whiche  thorowe  syknes  hath  suche  penawnce. 

On  ethys  ffor  heed-ache  may  I  now  se. 

Systyr  Martha  and  Mawdelyn  eke, 

What  hast  helpe  me  in  bedde  to  dresse ; 
fibr  trewly  I  am  so  woundyrly  seke, 

I  may  nevyr  schape  this  grett  seknes. 
My  deth  is  com  now  I  gesse. 

Help  into  chawmere  that  I  be  led. 
My  grett  desesse  I  hope  xal  lesse, 

If  I  were  leyd  upon  a  bed. 

Martha,  Lajarus,  brother,  be  of  good  cher, 

I  hope  30ur  syknes  ryght  wel  xal  slake ; 
Upon  this  bed  rest  30W  rygh  here. 

And  a  good  slep  assay  to  take. 
Moffdalyn.  Now,  jentyl  brothyr,  flTor  Goddys  sake 

Lyfte  up  30wre  herte  and  be  not  feynt ; 
An  hevy  householde  with  us  30  make, 

If  dedly  syknes  have  30W  ateynt. 
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iMyarus.  fforsotlie,  dere  systeryn,  I  may  not  siepe. 

My  syknea  so  sore  dothe  Rvyr  pncrese  ; 
Of  me  I  pray  y>vi  take  ryglit  good  kepe, 

Tyll  that  my  peyne  begynne  relese. 
Martha.  God  graunt  grace  that  it  may  sese, 

Of  syknes  God  make  30W  sownde ; 
Or  ellys  oure  joy  wylle  aone  dyscres, 

In  so  grett  ppynes  if  je  ly  bownde. 

Magdab/n.  A  !  brothir,  brotbir,  lyfte  up  30ure  lierte, 

jour  bevy  cher  dotli  us  grevaunce ; 
If  deth  from  us  jow  xulde  departe, 

Tiian  were  we  brougbt  in  comberaunce.  

je  be  oure  brothyr  syb  of  alyaimce. 

If  36  wore  doed,  tlian  had  we  none ; 
30  do  us  brynge  in  distemperaunre. 

Whan  3e  us  telle  36  xal  hens  gone. 

Primua  contolaior.  Dame  Martha  and  Magdalyne, 

How  farytb  jour  brothir  P  lete  ub  hyni  se. 
Martha.  He  is  ryght  seke  and  hath  grett  pyne^ 

I  am  aferde  deed  he  xal  be. 
Magdalyn.  A  man  may  have  ryght  grett  pete. 

The  fervent  hete  of  hym  to  fele. 
Secundus  consalalor.  Take  36  no  thought  in  no  degr^^ 

I  hope  that  he  xal  flare  fiful  wele. 


Martha.  He  may  nat  leve,  his  colowre  doth  chaun^. 

Come  to  his  bed,  je  xal  hym  se. 
Magdalyn.  Iff  he  longe  leve,  it  wyl  be  etraunge. 

But  as  God  wole,  so  mut  it  be ; 
Chere  hym,  gode  frendys,  ffor  charyt^, 

Comforte  of  hym  we  kan  non  gete. 
Alas  !  alas !  wliat  eyljght  me, 

Myne  herte  for  wo  is  wundyr  grete. 
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Tertitis  consolator.  Ah,  heyl !  syr  La3arus,how  do  36  fare  ? 

How  do  3e  ffele  30W  in  30ur  herte  ? 
Lazarus,  I  am  with  syknes  alle  woundyn  in  care^ 

And  loke  whan  deth  me  xulde  departe. 
Quarius  consolator  ei  nuncius.  30  xal  have  hele  and  leva 
in  qwart, 

If  36  wol  take  to  30W  good  chere. 
Lazarus.  Whan  deth  on  me  hath  shet  his  dart^ 

I  xal  have  hele  and  ly  on  here. 

Prkmu  consolator.  Be  of  good  comforte  and  thynke  not  so, 

Put  out  of  herte  that  idyl  thought ; 
3oure  owyn  mysdemynge  may  werke  30W  wo. 

And  cause  }ow  sonere  to  dethe  be  brought 
Secundus  consolator.  With  gret  syknes  thow  30  be  sought. 

Upon  30ure8ylf  have  no  mystruste ; 
If  that  30  have,  I  wundyr  ryght  nought, 

Thow  30  be  deed  and  cast  in  duste. 

IWthis  consolator.    Many  on   hatha  had  ryght  grett 
syknesse. 

And  aftyr  hath  had  his  hele  ageyn ; 
And  many  a  man,  this  is  no  lesse, 

With  his  wantruste  hymsylf  hathe  slayn. 
3e  be  a  man  of  ryght  sad  brayn, 

Thow  that  30ur  syknes  greve  30W  ryght  ille, — 
Pluk  up  30ur  herte  with  myght  and  mayn, 

And  chere  3oursylf  with  alle  3  our  wylle. 

Laytnts.  Ageyn  my  syknes  ther  is  non  ese. 

But  Jhesu  Cryst,  my  maystyr  dere. 
If  that  he  wyst  of  my  dyssese, 

Ryght  sone  I  trust  he  wolde  ben  here. 
Qiior/ttf  consolator.  I  xal  go  to  hym  withoutyn  dwere. 

And  of  }our  syknes  telle  hym  serteyne ; 
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Loke  that  36  be  of  ryght  good  chere, 
Whylle  that  I  go  and  com  ageyn. 

Martha.  Now,  jentyl  ffrend^  telle  hym  xyght  thus. 

He  that  he  lovyth  hath  grett  syknee, 
Hedyr  to  come  and  comforte  us, 

Say  that  we  prayd  hym  of  his  goodnes. 
Magdalyn*  Beoomende  us  onto  his  hy3ne8. 

And  telle  hym  alle  oure  hertys  wo ; 
But  he  comforte  oure  hevynes, 

Oure  werdly  joy  awey  wyl  go. 

Quartus  consolaior  et  nvndMs.  The  trewthe  fbrsothe  alle 
every  dele, 

As  30  have  told,  so  xal  I  say ; 
Go  to  30ur  broythyr  and  cheryse  hym  wele, 

ffor  I  walke  fiPorthe  streyte  io  my  way. 
Martha.  What  chere,  good  brothyr  ?  telle  me  I  pray ; 

What  wele  30  ete  ?  what  wele  30  drynk  ? 
Loke  what  is  plesynge  to  30ur  pay  ;— 

30  xal  have  what  30  wole  thynke. 

La}arus,  My  wynde  is  stoppyd,  gon  is  my  brethe, — 

And  dethe  is  come  to  make  myn  ende ; 
To  God  in  hevyn  my  sowle  I  qwethe,— 

ffurwelle,  systeryn,  for  hens  I  wende. 

Hie  Lazarus  moriiur^  etc. 

Magdalyn.  Alas  !  ffor  wo  rayn  here  I  rende, 
Mvn  owyn  dere  brothyr  lyth  here  now  ded  ; 

Now  have  we  lost  a  trusty  ffrende, — 
Tho  sybbost  blood  of  oure  kynreed  ! 

M^vlha.  Alas  I  alas !  and  weleway  I 
Now  Ih»  wo  twoyn  bothe  brothyrles  ! 
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fibr  who  my  hert  is  colde  as  clay ; 

A 1  hoo  xal  comforte  oure  carefulneB  ? 
Ther  had  nevyr  woman  more  doolfulnes ; 

A  !  systyr  Magdalyn,  what  is  30ur  reed  ? 
What  whith  may  helpe  oure  hevynes. 

Now  that  oure  brother  is  gon  and  deed  ? 

Magdab/n.  Alas  I  dere  systyr,  I  cannot  telle ; 

The  best  comforte  that  I  can  sey, 
But  sum  man  do  us  sle  and  qwelle, 

Lete  us  ly  down  by  hym  and  dey. 
Alas  !  why  went  he  alone  awey  ? 

If  we  had  deyd  with  hym  also, 
Than  had  oure  care  alle  tumyd  to  pley, 

Ther  now  alle  joye  is  turnyd  to  woo. 

Primus  consolator.  Be  of  good  comforte  and  thank  God 
of  al, 

ffor  dethe  is  dew  to  every  man  ; 
What  tyme  that  deth  on  us  xal  ffal, 

Non  erthely  wyght  the  oure  telle  can. 
Martha.  We  alle  xul  dye,  that  is  sertan, 

But  3it  the  blood  of  kynde  nature. 
When  dethe  the  brothyr  awey  hath  tan. 

Must  nedys  mume  that  sepulture. 

Secundus  consolaiar.  Good  fFrendys,  I  pray  30W  holde 
30ur  pes, 

Alle  30ur  wepynge  moy  not  amende  itt ; 
Of  30ur  sorwinge  therfore  now  ses, 

And  helpe  he  were  buryed  in  a  cley  pitt. 
Magdalyn.  Alas  1  that  wurde  myn  herte  doth  slytt. 

That  he  must  now  in  cley  be  grave ; 
I  wolde  sum  man  my  throte  wulde  kytt. 

That  I  with  hym  myght  lyne  in  cave. 


■i^r.  Bdttr  Im«1  and  fiwt  aov  be  is  woiudei 


1 1  se  Don  akhjT, 
Bat  de  aiaarwm,  mni  cac^  and  woo } 

"!"•"-  hkC  Wn;  ouv  bratbir. 

ir  1  to  piB  «&  l^a  BTSfat  pH 

TWo»  iijiwuw  wilt  1^^  to^iyde, 
Am  w«e  ay  on  ifc  w«t  ■»  fro, 

IVr  aam  petk  aotwe  dotit  wonode  me  wydp. 

Awivr  cmmMv.  Dm  caon  »«  buny  here  in  Utii  pytt^ 

Alkn^gbtf  God  the  sarnie  mut  hare; 
AadmtttysataitlBsgiwpewe  shjtte, 

ffio  lawnwi  bastes  Ibe  faod  t  to  save. 
Jtfi^fdd^  He  is  Dinr  bnxigbt  into  lus  csve, 

MvQ  hMt  ffbr  woo  tbi ^  s^gbt  dotfa  kj-Ue ; 
Lete  u£  sjtt  down  bere  hv  tbe  grare. 

Or  w«  go  bans  wepe  alle  cure  ^Ue. 

Mmrtka.  Vs  for  to  wvpe  do  man  may  lett, 

&.>roni  oum  laoe  to  se  tbis  sjrght. 
Alas !  qvrhr  doth  drth  us  not  fett, 

I's  tur  U)  brrng*  to  this  ma»  plyglit  ? 
A'n-nw^  amtoialor.  Arys,  for  shame,  je  do  not  rygbt, 
Stivrth  from  this  grave  he  xul  go  hens. 
I  for  to  grugge  ageyn?  Gwlys  myglit, 
I  bf)  God  je  do  offens. 
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Magdalen.  Syih  I  must  nedys  with  30W  hens  gon, 

My  brotheres  grave  lete  me  fyrst  kys ; 
Alas !  no  whith  may  helpe  my  mon, 

ffarewel^  my  brother !  farewel,  my  blys  ! 
Teriius  consolator.  Hom  to  jour  place  we  xal  30W  wysse, 

ffbr  Groddys  love  be  of  good  chore ; 
Indede  30  do  ryght  sore  amys, 

So  sore  to  wepe,  as  3e  do  here. 

Martha.  Lete  us  go  hom  than  to  oure  place. 

We  pray  30W  alle  with  us  to  abyde ; 
Us  to  comforte  with  sum  solace^ 

Tyl  that  oure  sorwe  doth  slake  and  sclyde. 
Primua  cansolatar.  30W  for  to  comforte  at  every  tyde, 

We  xalle  dwelle  here  bothe  nyght  and  day, 
And  God  that  made  this  werd  so  wyde. 

Be  30wre  comforte,  that  best  may. 

Hie  quartus  consolaior  et  nuncius  loquitur  Jhesu  cUcens, 

Quartus  comolator.  Heyl,  holy  prophete,  Jhesu  by  name  ! 

Martha  and  Mawdelyn,  tho  systeryn  too, 
Recommende  hem  to  3our  hy3  fame, 

And  bad  me  sey  to  30W  thus,  loo  ! 
How  that  Lazarus,  qwhiche  that  30  lovyd  so^ 

With  grett  syknes  is  sore  dyssesyd ; 
To  hym  they  prayd  30W  that  36  wolde  goo. 

If  that  30ur  hy3nes  therwith  were  plesyd» 

Jhesus.  Dedly  syknes  La3arus  hath  non. 

But  for  to  shewe  Goddys  grete  glorye  ; 
ffor  that  syknes  is  ordeynyd  alon. 

The  sone  of  Grod  to  gloryfie. 
NunduB.  They  be  in  dowte  that  he  xal  deye,. 

Grett  syknes  hym  sore  doth  holde ; 
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toK  TCCVCDt  hete  his  blood  dotbe  dreye, 
Hk  colore  cfaaongytb,  as  they  me  tulde. 

•AetHt.  Goo  bom  ngern,  and  telle  hem  Uius, 

I  xal  GODH  to  bem  whan  that  I  ma;. 
A'mniM.  At  30ur  ootDauodemeDt,  O  prophete  Jhesus ! 

I  xal  hem  telle,  as  je  do  say. 
Jhetiu.  Com  forthe,  bretliervn,  walke  we  oure  way, 

Into  Jurye  go  we  aooo  ; 
I  cam  not  tbete  ful  many  a  day, 

Tberfcre  ihedyr  now  wyl  I  gon. 

Omna  £»dptJi.  The  Jewys  ageyn  the  were  gT>'in  and 
giylle, 

Wtiao  thou  were  there  wulde  the  a  alayn ; 
With  stonys  they  aowte  the  fiur  to  kylle. 

And  wylt  thou  now  go  thedyr  ageyn. 
Jhestu.  Xij.  owrys  the  day  hathe  in  certeyn, 

In  them  to  walke  botfau  clere  and  hryght ; 
He  xal  not  atomble  ageyn  hylle  nor  pleyn, 

Tliat  goth  the  wey  whyl  it  is  day  lyght. 

But  if  men  walke  whan  it  is  nyght, 

Sone  they  ofiende  in  that  dyrknes, 
Becawse  they  may  have  no  cter  syght. 

They  hurte  there  ffete  ofte  in  suche  myrkeues. 
But  as  IFur  this,  jitt  nevyrtlietesse. 

The  cawse  therfore  I  thedyr  wyl  wende. 
Is  fl'or  to  reyae,  Srom  bedde  expresw, 

La3arus  that  slepyth,  oure  altbere  ffrende. 

Omnes  tliscipuli.  Of  his  syknes  he  xal  be  save. 

If  that  lie  slepe,  good  sygne  it  is. 
Jhertis.  ha}iii\is  is  deed  and  leyd  in  grave. 

Of  liis  slepynge  je  deme  amys ; 
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I  was  not  there^  30  knew  weyl  this, 

To  strengthe  30ure  feyth  I  am  ful  glad. 
Therfore  I  telle  30W  the  trewthe  i-wys, 

Oure  fiFrende  is  deed  and  undyr  erthe  clad. 

Thomas.  Than  goo  we  ^le  ryght  evyn  streyth  thedyr, 

There  as  oure  fFrende  Lfa3aru8  is  deed ; 
And  lete  as  deye  with  hym  togedyr, 

Ther  as  he  lyth  in  the  same  stede. 
Jhesus.  The  ffor  to  deye  have  thou  no  drede. 

The  wey  streyth  thedyr  in  hast  we  take ; 
Be  the  grett  myght  of  myn  Godhede, 

Oute  of  his  slepe  he  xal  awake. 

Nundus,  Alle  heyl !  Martiia  and  Mawdelyn  eke. 

To  Jhesu  I  have  30ur  massage  seyd, 
I  tolde  h3nn  how  that  30ur  brothyr  was  seke, 

And  with  grett  pejrn  in  his  bed  leyd. 
He  bad  36  xulde  not  be  dysmayde, 

Alle  his  syknes  he  xal  askape ; 
He  wylle  byn  here  within  a  brayde, 

As  he  me  tolde,  he  comyth  in  rape. 

Mawdelyn,  That  holy  prophete  doth  come  to  late, 

Oure  brothyr  is  beryed  iij.  days  or  this ; 
A  grett  stone  stoppyth  the  pyttys  gate, 

There  as  oure  brothere  beryde  is» 
Nundus.  Is  La3arus  deed?  now  Gkxl  his  sowle  blys! 

3it  loke  36  take  non  hevynes, 
So  longe  to  wepe  30  don  amys. 

It  may  not  helpe  30ur  sorynes. 

Martha.  Oute  of  myn  herte  alle  care  to  lete, 
Alle  sorwe  and  wo  to  caste  away, 


COVESTUT  XTGTEEIES. 


1  xalgofivthe  in  Uie  rtiHe 

To  Bete  irith  Jbess,  if  that  1  may. 
Aoarih*  CMHsklw.  God  be  jour  spede  botbe  evjr  and  ay, 

fi«  «idi  jour  n^  «•  wjl  abyde; 
BcK  to  axniorte  «e  xal  asaj, 

AiidaUe  hoecaie  to  caste  atjde. 

Tfartnu  tataolaior.  tAars  Mavdelyn,  be  of  good  b 

And  wel  bethjuke  30W  in  jour  mjnde, 
Ecbe  creature  bens  most  depart, 

Tber  is  no  man  but  bens  must  wmde ! 
Detb  to  DO  wyfat  can  be  a  &eadf, 

Alle  thinge  to  ertbe  be  wy!  downe  caEt ; 
Wban  tbat  God  vol  alle  tfaynge  hath  eode, 

Lecgere  than  faym  lyst  □oth)iige  may  last. 

Mtigiab/*.  I  thanke  30W,  frendys,  ffor  yva  good  cben, 

Myn  bed  dotb  ake,  as  it  xulde  iHvat ; 
I  pmy  jow,  tfaerfbre,  while  je  boi  hwe, 

A  lytil  whyle  that  I  may  rest. 
Quorhtf  coiuobUor  mmmu.  Tbat  Lord  that  made  bothe 
est  and  west, 

Graunt  jow  good  gntce  socbe  rest  to  take^ 
That  (mto  bym  xulde  plese  moat  bea^ 

As  be  this  woride  of  nought  dyd  make ! 

Martha.  A !  gracyous  Lord,  bad  je  boi  here. 

My  brother  Lazams  this  tyme  had  tyvyd ; 
But  iiij.  dayj  gon  upon  a  here 

We  dede  hym  berye  whan  he  was  ded. 
}itt  now  I  knowe  withow^n  drede, 

What  thynge  of  God  that  thou  do  cibtc. 
Thou  xalt  spede  of  the  hyj  Godheede, 

What  so  thou  aske  tjiou  xalt  it  bare. 
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Jhnus.  Thy  brothyr  Lazarus  a3en  xal  ryse, 

A  levynge  man  a^en  to  be. 
Mariha.  I  woot  wel  that  at  the  grett  last  syse. 

He  xal  aryse  and  also  we. 
Jhesui,  Resurreccion  thou  mast  me  se, 

And  heudeles  lyff  I  am  also ; 
What  man  that  deyth  and  levyth  in  me, 

ffrom  deth  to  lyve  he  xal  ageyn  go. 

Eche  man  in  me  that  feytheful  is, 

And  ledytb  his  lyff  aftere  my  lore, 
Of  hendeles  lyff  may  he  nevy  r  mys, 

Evere  he  xal  leve  and  deye  nevyr  more. 
The  body  and  sowle  I  xal  restore 

To  endeles  joye,  dost  thou  trowe  this  ? 
Martha.  I  hope  in  the,  O  Cryst  1  ful  sore. 

Thou  art  the  Sone  of  God  in  blys  I 

Thy  ffadyr  is  God  of  lyff  endeles, 

Thiself  is  Sone  of  lyff  and  gras ; 
To  sese  these  wordlys  wrecchydnes, 

ffrom  hefne  to  erth  ethou  toke  the  pas. 
Jhexui.  Of  hevynly  myght  ryght  grett  solas, 

To  alle  tliis  world  me  xul  sone  se ; 
Gro,  calle  thi  systyr  into  this  plas, 

Byd  Mary  Mawdelyn  come  hedyr  to  me. 

Martha.  At  thi  byddyng  I  xalle  here  calle. 

In  hast  we  were  here  30W  befom. 
Mawdelyn.  Alas  I  my  mowthe  is  byttyr  as  galle, 

Grett  sorwyn  my  herte  on  tweyn  hath  scome ; 
Now  that  my  brothyr  from  syth  is  lorn, 

Ther  may  no  myrthe  my  care  releve. 
Alas,  the  tyme  that  I  was  borne  ! 

The  swerde  of  sorwe  myn  hert  doth  cleve. 
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Primus   contolator.  Sot  liis   dere   hve   tliat   alle   limt 
wrought, 

Ses  sumtyme  of  jOUr  wepyoge, 
And  putt  alle  thyoge  out  of  thought, 

Into  this  care  that  30W  doth  brynge. 
Seaaidus  consolaior.  je.do30urself  ryght  grett  hyndrjnge, 

And  short  )oure  lyfl'  or  je  beware  ; 
ffor  Goddys  love,  ses  of  jour  sorwynge, 

And  with  good  wysdam  refreyn  jour  care. 

Martha.  Sustyr  Magdalen,  come  out  of  halle, 

Our  maystyr  is  com,  as  1 30W  say ; 
He  sent  me  hedyr  juw  fur  to  calle. 

Come  forthe  in  hast,  as  I  jow  pray. 
Magdalen.  Ha  !  where  bath  be  ben  many  n  longe  day  ? 

Alas !  why  cam  he  no  sonere  hedyr  ? 
Id  bast  I  folwe  }ow  anon  the  way, 

Me  thynkyth  longe  or  I  come  thedyr. 

Tertiiu  contolator.  Herke,  gode  ffrendys,  I  30W  pray, 

Aftyr  this  woman  in  hast  we  wende ; 
I  am  aferde  ryght  in  good  fay, 

Hereself  for  sorwe  that  she  wyl  ahende, 
Nunam.  Here  brothyr  so  »ore  18  in  hire  mende, 

She  may  not  ete,  drynke,  nor  Blepe } 
Streyt«  to  his  grave  she  gotb  on  ende, 

As  a  mad  woman,  tber  for  to  wepe. 


Magdalen.  A  I  sovereyn  Lord,  and  mayeter  dere  I 

Had  je  with  us  ben  in  preaeos, 
Than  had  my  brother  on  lyve  ben  here, 

Nat  ded  but  qwyk,  that  now  is  bens. 
Ageyn  deth  is  no  resystens, 

Alas !  myn  hert  is  woundyrly  wo, 
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Whan  that  I  thynke  of  his  absens, 
That  36  30ur8elf  in  herte  lovyd  so. 

Primus  cansolaior.  Whan  we  have  roynd  of  his  sore  dethe. 

He  was  to  us  so  gentyl  and  good. 
That  mend  of  hym  oure  hertes  sleth, 

The  losse  of  hym  doth  marre  oure  mood. 
Seamdua  consoliUor.  Be  bettyr  neybore  nevyr  man  stood, 

To  every  man  he  was  ryght  hende ; 
Us  he  dede  refresche  with  drynk  and  food, 

Now  he  is  gon,  gon  is  oure  frende ! 

Jhenu.  30wre  grett  wepynge  doth  me  constreyne 

£Fbr  my  good  £Frend  to  wepe  also ; 
I  cannot  me  for  wo  restreyn. 

But  I  must  wepe  lyke  as  36  do. 

Hie  Jhesusfingit  se  lacrimari. 

Tertius  consoUUor.  Beholde  this  prophete,  how  he  doth 
wepe  lo ! 

He  lovyd  Lazarus  ryght  woundyrly  sore, 
He  wolde  not  ellys  for  hym  thus  wepe  so, 

But  if  that  his  love  on  hym  were  the  more. 

tiundus.  A  straw  for  thi  tale,  what  nedyth  hym  to  wepe  ? 

A  man  bom  biynde  dyde  he  nat  3eve  syght  ? 
Myght  he  not  thanne  his  frende  on  lyve  kepe, 

Be  the  vertu  of  that  same  hy3  myght  ? 
Jhesus.  Where  is  he  put?  telle  me  anon  ryght ; 

Brynge  me  the  weye  streyth  to  his  grave. 
Martha,  Lord !  at  30ur  wylle  we  xal  brynge  30W  tyght, 

Evyn  to  that  place  ther  he  doth  lyve  in  cave. 

Magdalyn.  Whan  that  we  had  the  massangere  sent. 
Or  he  had  fuUyche  half  a  niyle  gon, 


1 
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Deyd  my  brother,  anil  up  we  hjm  hent, 

Here  in  this  grave  we  beryed  hym  anoi 
Jhems.  The  myght  of  the  Godhed  xal  gladd  30W  everycht 

Suche  ayght  xal  he  se  hens  or  }e  wende ; 
Sett  to  jour  handys,  take  of  the  ston, 

A  syght  lete  me  have  of  Lajarus  my  ffrende. 

Martfia.  He  stynkygh  ryght  fowle  longe  tyme  or  this, 

liij.  days  gon  forsothe  he  was  dede. 
Lete  hym  ly  stylle  ryght  evyn  as  he  is. 

The  stynke  of  his  careyn  myght  hurte  us  I  drede. 
Jhetu».  Ab  I  liave  the  tolde,  syght  of  the  Godhede 

Thyself  xuldyst  have,  feythful  if  thou  be; 
Take  of  the  ston,  do  aftyr  my  rede. 

The  glorye  of  the  Godhede  anon  je  xal  se. 

Primut  contolaior.  30ure  byddynge  xal  be  done  a  ful 
swyfte. 

Sett  to  3our  handys  and  belpe  echone; 
I  pray  )ow,  seres,  help  me  to  lyfte, 

I  may  not  reyae  it  myself  alon. 
Secundiu  consolaior.  In  feyth  it  is  an  holy  ston, 

Ryth  sad  of  weyth  and  bevy  of  peys. 
Tertitis  cotuolaior.  Thow  it  were  twyea  bo  bevy  as  00, 

Undyr  us  foure  wo  xal  it  reyse. 

Nunciua.  Now  is  the  ston  take  ffrom  the  camj 

Here  may  men  se  a  rewly  sygth 
Of  this  ded  body  that  lyth  here  in  grave, 

Wrappyd  is  a  petefful  plyght. 

Jhe$ui  elevaiu  ad  ceelum  oaJit,  dicU, 

I  thanke  the,  Fadyr,  of  thin  hys  myght. 
That  thou  hast  herd  my  prayour  this  day ; 
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I  know  fill  welf  bothe  day  and  nyght, 
Ever  thou  dost  graunt  that  I  do  say. 

But  for  this  pepyl  that  stondyth  about. 
And  beleve  not  the  power  of  the  and  me ; 

Them  for  to  brynge  clone  out  of  dowt, 
This  day  oure  myght  they  alle  xul  se. 

Hie  Jhesus  clamat  voce  magna^  dicenSj 

Lajarus !  La3arus !  my  frende  so  fre  1 

£from  that  depe  pitt  come  out  anon  1 
Be  the  grett  myght  of  the  hyj  magest^, 

Alyve  thou  xalt  on  erthe  ageyn  gon. 

Layarus.  At  30ure  comaundement  I  ryse  up  ful  ryght, 
Heyn,  helle,  and  erthe  30ure  byddyng  must  obeye ; 

ffor  3e  be  God  and  man,  and  Lord  of  most  myght^ 
Of  lyff  and  of  deth  30  have  bothe  lok  and  keye. 

Hie  renargei  Lazarus  Ugaiis  manibus  et  pediius  ad 
modum  sepulturif  et  dicii  JhemUy 

Jhesus.  Goo  forthe,  bretheryn,  and  La3arus  3e  untey. 
And  alle  his  bondys  losyth  h3nn  asundyr : 

Late  hym  walke  hom  with  30W  in  the  wey, 

Ageyn  Godes  myght  this  meracle  is  now  undyr. 

Petrus.  At  30ur  byddynge  his  bondys  we  unbynde, 

Alle  thynge  muste  lowte  unto  3our  magest^ ! 
Be  this  grett  meracle  opynly  we  fynde. 

Very  God  and  man  in  trewthe  that  36  be. 
Johannes.  That  thou  art  very  God  every  man  may  se, 

Be  this  meracle  so  grett  and  so  mervaylle  \ 
Alle  thynge  undyr  hevyn  must  nedys  obeye  the,— 

Whan  a3ens  the  thowh  deth  be,  he  may  not  prevaylle. 
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Ontnes  Consolatores.  We  allewith  o  voys  fifor  God  do  Uie 
knowe, 

And  for  oure  Savj'our  we  do  the  rfiverens ; 
AUe  oure  hool  love  now  in  the  doth  growe, 

O  aovereyn  Lord  of  most  excellens  ! 
Helpe  U8  of  30ur  grace  whan  that  we  go  bene, 

ffor  azeus  deth  us  helpyht  not  to  stryye. 
But  a3en  30ur  myght  is  no  resistens, 

Oure  dethe  3e  may  aslake  and  kepe  us  stylle  on  lyve, 

Jhesus.  Now  I  have  sliewyd  in  opyn  syglit, 

Of  my  Godhed  the  gret  glorye ; 
To-ward  my  passyon  I  wyl  me  dyght. 

The  tyme  is  nere  that  I  must  deye. 
fibr  alle  mankynde  his  sowle  to  bye. 

A  crown  of  thorn  xal  perchyn  myn  biayn, 
And  on  the  moat  of  Calvarye, 

Upon  a  cros  I  xal  be  slayn. 
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Demon.  I  am  your  lord  Lucifer,  that  out  of  helle  cam, 
Prince  of  this  werd,  and  gret  duke  of  helle. 

Wherefore  my  name  is  clepyd  Sere  Satan, 

Wheche  aperyth  among  30W  a  matere  to  spelle. 

I  am  norssher  of  synne  to  the  confusyon  of  man. 

To  bryng  hym  to  my  dongeon  ther  in  fyre  to  dwelle. 

Ho  so  evyr  serve  me,  so  reward  hym  I  kan. 
That  he  xal  syng  weleaway  ever  in  peynes  ffelle. 

Lo !  thus  bountevous  a  lord  than  now  am  I, 

To  reward  so  synners,  as  my  kend  is ; 
Whoeo  wole  folwe  my  lore  and  serve  me  dayly, 

Of  sorwe  and  peyne  anow  he  xal  nevyr  mys. 

ffor  I  began  in  hefne  synne  for  to  sowe, 

Amonge  alle  the  angellys  that  weryn  there  so  bry th  j 
And  therfore  was  I  cast  out  into  helle  ful  lowe, 

Notwythstandyng  I  was  the  fayrest  and  berere  of  lyth, 

3et  in  drowe  in  my  tayle  of  tho  angelys  bry  th ; 

With  me  into  helle  takyth  good  hed  what  I  say ; 
I  teste  but  twejni  a3ens  on  to  abyde  there  in  lyth. 

But  the  iij.<^  part  come  with  me,  this  may  not  be 
seyd  nay. 

Takyth  hed  to  your  prince  than,  my  pepyl  everychon. 
And  seyth  what maystryes  in  hefne  I  gan  ther  do  play; 
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To  gete  a  thowsand  sowlys  tn  an  houre  me  tbynkyth  it 
but  Ekorn, 
Syth  I  wan  Adam  and  Ere  on  the  fyret  day. 

But  nowmervelouBraendys  rennyn  in  myti  reiaemberawns. 
Of  on  Cryst  wiche  is  clepyd  Joseph  and  Maryes  sone ; 

Thryes  I  tempte  liym  be  ryth  sotylle  instawnce, 

AftjT  he  fast  fourty  days  ageyns  sensual  myth  or  reson. 

ffor  of  the  stonys  to  a  mad  bred,  but  sone  I  liad  contlu^yon, 
Than  upon  a  pynnacle,  but  angelys  were  to  hym  as- 
sy stent  ; 

His  answerys  were  merrelous,  I  knew  not  his  intencion ; 
And  at  the  last  to  veyn  glory,  but  nevyr  I  bad  myn  intflib 

And  now  hath  he  xij.  dyscyputys  to  his  attendauns. 

To  eche  towne  and  cety  he  sendyth  hem  as  bedellys ; 
In  dyverce  place  to  make  ffbr  hym  purvyauns, 

The  pepyl  of  hese  werkys  fful  grettly  merreyllys. 
To  the  crokyd,  blynd,  and  dowme,  his  werkys  prevaylyst 

Lajarue  that  foure  days  lay  ded  his  lyff  recuryd; 
And  where  I  purpose  me  to  tempt,  anon  he  me  asaylys ; 

Mawdelyn  playn  remyssyon  also  he  hath  ensuiyd. 

Goddys  son  he  pretendyth  and  to  be  bom  of  a  mayde. 

And  seyth  he  xal  dey  for  mannys  salvacion. 
Than  xal  the  trewth  be  tryed  and  no  fordere  be  delayd. 

Whan  the  aoule  from  the  body  xal  make  separacion ; 
And  as  for  hem  that  be  undre  my  grett  domynacion, 

He  xal  fayle  of  hese  intent  and  purpose  also, 
Be  this  tyxt  of  holde  remembryd  to  myn  intencion. 

Quia  in  inferno  nulla  est  redemptio ! 

But  whan  the  tyme  xal  neyth  of  his  peraeeucion, 
I  xal  arere  new  engynes  of  malycious  conB{uracy, 
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Plenty  of  reprevjTB  I  xal  provide  to  his  confusyon. 

Thus  xal  I  false  the  wordys  that  his  pepyl  doth  testefy  ; 

His  discipulis  xal  forsake  hym,  and  here  mayster  denye, 
Innoumberabyl  xal  hese  woundys  be  of  woful  grevauns. 

A  tretowre  xal  countyrfe  his  deth  to  fortyfye  ; 
The  rebukys  that  he  gyf  me  xal  tume  to  his  displesauns. 

Some  of  hese  dyscypulys  xal  be  chef  of  this  ordenawQs^ 
That  xal  fortefye  this  terme  that  in  trost  is  treson ; 

Thus  xal  I  venge  be  sotylt^  al  my  malycious  grevaims ; 
ffbr  nothyng  may  excede  my  prudens  and  dyscrecion. 

Gyffme  }our  love,  grawnt  me  myn  a£Peccion, 
And  I  wyl  unclose  the  tresor  of  lovys  alyawns. 

And  gyff  }0W  }oure  desyrys  afftere  30ure  intencion ; 
No  poverty  xal  aproche  30W,  fro  plentevous  abundauns. 

fiyholde  the  dyvercyt^  of  my  dysgysyd  varyauns, 
Eche  tbyng  sett  of  dewe  nateralle  dysposycion, 

And  eche  parte  acordynge  to  his  resemblauns, 
ffro  the  sool  of  the  ffbot  to  the  hyest  asencion. 

Off  fiyne  cordewan  a  goodly  peyre  of  long  pekyd  schon ; 

Hosyn  enclosyd  of  the  most  costyous  cloth  of  crenseyn ; 
Thus  a  bey  to  a  jentylman  to  make  comperycion. 

With  two  doseyn  poyntys  of  cheverelle,  the  aglottes  of  sylver 
feyn. 

A  shert  of  feyn  Holond,  but  care  not  for  the  payment ; 

A  stomacfaere  of  clere  reynes  the  best  may  be  bowth  ; 
Thow  poverty  be  chef,  lete  pride  ther  be  present, 

And  alle  tho  that  repreff  pride,  thou  sette  hem  at  nowth. 

Cadace  woUe  or  flokkys^where  it  may  be  sowth. 

To  stuffe  withal  thi  dobbelet,  and  make  the  of  proporcyoii ; 
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Two  Bmale  l£>gges  and  a  gret  body,  tbow  it  ryrae  nowtb, 
3et  loke  that  thou  desyre  to  an  the  newe  faccion. 

A  gowne  of  thre  3erdys,  loke  thou  make  comparison. 

Unto  alle  degrees  dayly  that  passe  thin  astat; 
A  purse  withoulyn  mony,  a  daggere  for  devoscyon ; 

And  there  repref  is  of  synne,  loke  thou  make  debat. 

\Vith  syde  lokkys  I  schrewe  thin  here  to  thi  colere  hangyng  down 

To  herborwe  qweke  hestya  that  tekele  men  onyth ; 
An  hey  smal  honet  for  curyng  of  the  crowne. 

And  a!le  beggeres  and  pore  pepyll  have  hem  in  dyspyte, 
Onto  the  grete  othys  and  lycherye  gyf  thi  delyte ; 

To  maynteyn  thin  astate  lete  brybory  be  present ; 
And  yf  the  lawe  repreve  the,  say  tliou  wylt  ffyth. 

And  gadere  the  a  felachep  aflcr  thin  entent, 

Loke  thou  sett  not  be  precept  nor  be  coniawndement. 

Both  sev}-le  and  canon  sett  thou  at  nowtb  ; 
Lette  no  membre  of  God  but  with  othys  be  rent ; 

Lo  !  thus  this  werd  at  this  tyme  to  rayn  entent  is  browi 
1,  Sathan,  with  my  felawus  this  werd  hath  sowth. 

And  now  we  ban  it  at  houre  ptesawns ; 
(Tor  synne  is  not  ehamfast,  but  boldnes  hath  bowtfa. 

That  xal  cause  hem  in  belle  to  have  inerytawns. 

A  beggerys  dowtere  to  make  gret  purvyauns, 

To  cownterfete  a  jentylwoman,  dysgeysed  as  she  cai 
And  yf  mony  lakke,  this  is  the  newe  chevesauns, 

With  here  prevy  plesawns  to  gett  it  of  sum  man. 
Here  colere  splayed,  ajid  furryd  with  errayn,  calabere,  or  satan  j- 

A  seyn  to  selle  lechery  to  liem  that  wyl  bey  j 
And  thei  that  wjl  not  by  it,  yet  i-now  xal  thei  han. 

And  telle  hem  it  is  for  love,  she  may  it  ootdenejr. 
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I  have  browth  }ow  newe  naroys,  and  wyl  ye  se  why 
ffbr  sy nne  is  so  plesaunt  to  eehe  iDaiinys  intent, 

36  xal  kalle  pride  oneste,  and  nateralle  kend  lechery, 
And  covetyse  wysdam  there  tresure  is  pr^&sent. 

Wreth  manhod,  and  envye  callyd  chastement ; 

Seyse  nere  sessyon^  lete  peijery  be  chef; 
Glotenye  rest,  letabstynawnce  beyn  absent ; 

And  he  that  wole  ezorte  the  to  vertu,  put  hem  to  reprefF. 

To  rehers  al  my  servauntes  my  matere  is  to  breff. 
But  alle  these  xal  everyth  the  dy vicion  eternal ; 

Thow  Cryst  by  his  sotylt^  many  materys  meef, 
In  evyrlastynge  peyne  with  me  dwellyn  thei  xal. 

Remembre,  oure  servauntes,  whoys  sowlys  ben  mortalle, 
ffor  I  must  remefFe  for  more  materys  to  provyde  ; 

I  am  with  }ow  at  alle  tymes  whan  39  to  councel  me  calle. 
But  for  a  short  tyme  myself  I  devoyde. 

Johannes  Bcgptist.  1,  John  Baptyst,  to  30W  thus  prophesy e, 

That  on  xal  come  aftyr  me  and  not  tary  longe, 
In  many  folde  more  strengere  than  I, 

Of  whose  shon  I  am  not  worthy  to  lose  the  thonge. 
Wherefore  I  councel  the  3e  reforme  alle  wronge, 

In  30ur  concyens  of  the  mortalle  dedjrs  sevyti. 
And  for  to  do  penawns  loke  that  36  ffonge, 

ffbr  now  xal  come  the  kyngdham  of  hevyn. 

The  weys  of  oure  lord  cast  30W  to  aray, 

And  therin  to  walk  loke  36  be  applyande ; 
And  make  his  pathys  as  ryth  as  3e  may, 

Kepjrng  ryth  forth,  and  be  not  declinande. 
Nejrther  to  fele  on  ryth  nor  on  lefte  hande, 

But  in  the  myddys  purpose  30W  to  holde, 
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fibr  that  in  alle  wyse  is  most  plesande. 
As  36  xal  here,  wiian  I  have  tolde. 

Of  this  wey  for  to  make  moralysacyon. 

Be  t!ie  ryth  syde  je  xal  uDdyrstonde  mercy. 
And  on  the  lefte  sydo  lykkenyd  dysperacion, 

And  the  patthe  betwyn  bothyn,  that  may  not  wry, 
Suhal  bo  hope  and  drede  to  walk  in  perfectly, 

Declynyng  not  to  fele,  for  no  maner  nede  ; 
Grete  cawsys  I  xal  sheve  juw  wliy, 

That  je  xal  sowe  the  patthe  of  hope  and  drede. 

On  the  mercy  of  God  to  meche  je  xal  not  holde, 

As  in  this  wyse  behold  what  I  mene ; 
ffor  to  do  synne  bo  thou  no  more  bolde, 

In  trostthat  God  wole  raercyful  bene. 
And  yf  be  scnsualyte,  as  it  is  ofte  sene, 

Synnyst  dedly,  thou  xalt  not  therfore  dyapeyre  j 
But  therfore  do  penawns  and  coiifesse  the  clene, 

And  of  hevyn  thou  mayst  trost  to  ben  eyre. 

The  pathe  that  lyth  to  this  blyssyd  pnherytawns. 

Is  hope  and  drede  copelyd  bo  conjunecyon ; 
Betwyx  these  tweyn  may  be  no  dysseverawns, 

ffor  hope  withowtyn  drede  is  maner  of  presumpcion. 
And  drede  withowtyn  hope  is  maner  of  dysperacion, 

So  these  tweyn  must  be  knyt  be  on  acorde. 
How  36  xal  aray  the  wey.  I  have  made  declaracion, 

Also  the  ryth  patthis,  a3ens  the  comyng  of  oure  Lord, 

Here  xal  Annas  »hem/n  hymaelf  in  his  slope,  be  set/n  after  a 
husxliDfi  of  (he  hoold  laws,  in  a  skarlet  ffowne,  and  over  that  a 
blew  labbard furryd  with  whyle,  andatnytere  on  Ma  hed,  after 
the  hoold  lawe  ;  tj.  doctorya  slondyng  by  hym  infvrryd  hodyx, 
and  on  lie/vrn  hem  with  his  sloff  of  aslat,  and  eche  of  hem  on 
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here  hedys  a  furry  d  ccgopey  with  a  gret  knqp  in  the  croume,  and 
on  stondyng  befom  as  a  Sara^yn,  the  wiche  xal  be  his  masan- 
gere.    Annas  thus  seyng^ 

As  a  prelat  am  I  properyd  to  provyde  pes. 

And  of  Jewys  jewge  the  lawe  to  fortefye, 
I,  Annsts,  be  my  powere  xal  comawnde  dowteles, 

The  lawys  of  Moyses  no  man  xal  denye. 
Hoo  excede  my  comawndement  anon  36  certefye. 

If  any  eretyk  here  reyn  to  me  30  compleyn, 
For  in  mc  lyth  the  powere,  alle  trewthis  to  trye, 

And  pryncypaly  oure  lawys  tho  must  I  susteyn. 

3ef  I  may  aspey  the  contrary,  no  wheyle  xal  thei  reyn, 

But  anon  to  me  be  browth  and  stonde  present 
Before  her  jewge,  wiche  xal  not  feyn. 

But  aftere  here  trespace  to  gef  hem  jugement. 
Now,  serys,  for  a  prose  herythe  myn  intent. 

There  is  on  Jhesus  of  Na3areth  that  oure  lawys  doth  excede, 
Yf  he  procede  thus  we  xal  us  alle  repent. 

For  oure  lawys  he  dystroyt  dayly  with  his  dede. 

Therefore  be  3 our  cowncel  we  must  take  hede. 

What  is  be  to  provyde  or  do  in  this  case  ; 
flFor  yf  we  let  hym  thus  go  and  ferdere  prosede, 

Ageyn  Sesare  and  oure  lawe  we  do  trespace. 
Primus  Doctor.  Sere,  this  is  myn  avyse  that  3e  xal  do, 

Send  to  Cayphas  for  cowncel,  knowe  his  intent ; 
ffor  yf  Jhesu  proc^  and  thus  forth  go, 

Oure  lawys  xal  be  dystroyed,  thes  so  we  present. 

Secundus  doctor.  Sere,  reraembre  the  gret  charge  that  on  30W 
is  leyd, 

The  lawe  to  ke  [pe]  whiche  may  not  ffayle  ; 
Yf  any  defawth  prevyd  of  30W  be  seyd, 

The  Jewys  with  trewth  wyl  30W  asayl. 
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'l"ak  he<]  whatli  cownsayl  may  best  prevayl, 
After  Rewfyn  and  L^yon  I  rede  that  3e  sende. 

They  arn  temperal  jewgys  that  knowyth  tlie  parayl, 
\Vith  30ure  cosyii  Cayphaa  this  matere  to  amende. 

Annas.  Now  surely  this  cowncel  revyfe  myn  herte. 

3oure  cowncel  is  best,  as  I  can  ae, — 
Arfexe,  in  hast  loke  that  thou  styrte, 

And  pray  Cayphas  my  cosyn  conte  epeke  with  me. 

To  Rewfyn  and  Leon  thu  go  also. 

And  pray  liem  thei  speke  with  me  in  hast ; 
ffor  a  pr}'ocipal  matere  that  have  to  do, 

Wiche  must  be  knowe,  or  this  day  be  paet. 

Arfexe.  My  sovereyn  at  jour  intent  I  xal  gon. 

In  al  the  bast  that  1  kan  hy  ; 
Onto  Cayphas,  Rewfyn,  and  Lyon, 

And  charge  joure  intent  that  thei  xal  ply. 

Heregoth  the  masangere  forth,  and  in  the  niene  It/me  Cayphas 
thewyth  himself  in  his  skafhald  arayd  lyche  to  Annas,  savyng  his 
tabbard  xal  be  red  fun-yd  with  white :  ij.  doctorys  with  him 
arayd  with  pellys  aftyr  the  oldgyae,  and  furryd  cappys  on  here 
hedys.  Cayphas  thus  seyng. 

As  a  primal  most  prendent  I  present  here  sensyble 

BuschopyB  of  the  lawe  with  al  the  cyrcumstawns  ; 
1,  Cayphas,  am  jewge,  willi  powerys  possyble, 

To  distroye  alle  erroris  that  in  owre  lawys  make  varyannE. 
AUe  thynges  I  convey  be  reson  and  temperawnce, 

And  alle  materis  possyble  to  me  ben  palpable  ; 
Of  the  law«  of  Moyses  I  have  a  chef  governawnsi 

To  severe  ryth  and  wrong  in  me  is  termynable. 


But  ther  is  on  Cryst  that  oure  lawys  is  varyable, 
He  pen-ertethe  pepylwith  his  prechyng  illr; 
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We  must  seke  amene  onto  hym  reprevable, 
fibryf  he  procede,  owre  lawys  he  wyl  spylle. 

We  must  take  good  cowncel  in  this  case. 
Of  the  wisest  of  the  lawe  that  kan  the  trewthe  telle ; 

Of  the  jewgys  of  pharasy  and  of  my  cosyn  Annas, 
For  yf  he  procede  be  proesesse  oore  lawys  he  wyl  feUe. 

Primus  doctor.  Myn  lorA,  plesyt  30W  to  pardon  me  for 
to  say, 

The  blame  in  30W  is,  as  we  fynde ; 
To  lete  Cryst  contenue  thus  day  be  day. 

With  his  &ls  wichecraft  Ihe  pepyl  to  blynde. 
He  werkyth  fals  meraclis  ageyns  alle  kende. 

And  makyth  oure  pepyl  to  leve  hem  in  ; 
It  is  30ur  part  to  take  hym  and  do  hym  bynde. 

And  gyf  hym  jugement  for  his  gret  syn. 

Secundus  doctor,  ffbrsothe,  (ere,  of  trewth  this  is  the  case, 

Onto  oure  lawe  3e  don  c^pressyon. 
That  30  let  Cryst  firom  30U  pace. 

And  wyl  not  don  on  hym  correxion. 
Let  Annas  knowe  30ur  intencion. 

With  prestys  and  jewges  of  the  lawe. 
And  do  Cryst  fForsake  his  fals  oppynyon. 

Or  into  a  prison  lete  hem  be  thrawe. 

Cayphas.  Wei,  seres,  30  xal  se  withinne  short  wbyle, 

I  xal  correcte  hym  for  his  trespas, 
He  xal  no  lenger  oure  pepyl  begyle. 

Out  of  myn  dawngere  he  xal  not  pas. 

Here  corny  th  the  masangere  to  CagphoM^  and  im  the 
mene  tyme  Rewfyn  and  Lyon  schewyn  hem  in  the  place^ 
in  ray  tabardys  furryd  and  ray  hodys  abouth^  here  neckys 
furryd,  the  maeangere  seyng^ 
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Myn  reverent  sovereyn,  and  it  do  jow  plese. 
Sere  Annas,  my  lord  hath  to  jou  sent, 

He  prayt  30U  that  }e  xal  not  seee, 
Tyl  that  je  ben  with  hyoi  present. 

Cayplias.  Sere,  telle  myn  c^syn  I  xal  not  fayl, 

It  was  my  purpose  hym  for  to  se, 
■  sitrteyn  materes  that  wyl  prevayle, 

Thow  lie  had  notwlh  a  sent  to  me. 
Masangere.  I  recomende  me  to  3our  iiey  degr^. 

On  more  massagys  1  must  wende. 
Cayjihas.  ffarewel,  sere,  and  wel  30  be, 

Gret  wel  my  cosene  and  my  ffrende. 

Here  the  maaager  metyth  with  tliejticgei,  aayng, 

Heyl !   jewgys  of  Jewry,  of  reson  most  prudent, 

Of  my  massage  to  }ou  I  make  relacion. 
My  lord,  sere  Annas,  hath  for  30U  sent, 

To  Be  his  presens  withowth  delacion. 
liewfyn.  Sere,  we  are  redy  at  his  comawndement. 

To  se  sere  Annas  in  his  place  ; 
It  was  oure  purpose  and  oure  intent, 

To  a  be  with  hym  withinne  short  space. 

Leyon.  We  are  ful  glad  his  presence  to  se ; 

Sere,  telle  him  we  xal  come  in  hast ; 
No  delacion  therin  xal  be. 

But  to  his  presens  hye  us  fast. 
Maaager.  I  xal  telle  my  lord  this,  ae  se  say, 

je  wyl  fulfylle  al  his  plesawns. 
Rewfyn.  Sere,  telle  hym  we  xal  make  no  delay. 

But  come  in  hast  at  his  iiistawns. 

Here  the  masangere  comylh  to  Annas,  thus  teyng^ 

My  lord  and  it  plese  jou  to  have  intellygens, 
Ser  Cayphas  comyth  to  jou  in  hast : 
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Rewfyn  and  Lyon  wyl  se  30ur  presens, 

And  se  }ow  here  or  this  day  be  past. 
Amuu.  Sere,  I  kan  the  thank  of  thi  dyligens, 

Now  ageyn  my  cosyn  I  wole  walk ; 
Serys,  folwyth  me  onto  his  presens, 

ffbr  of  thes  materys  we  must  talk. 

Here  Armas  goih  down  to  mete  with  Cayphaii  and  in 
the  mene  tyme  thus  seyng^ 

Cayphas,  Now  onto  Annas  let  us  wende, 

Eche  of  us  to  knowe  othores  intent : 
Many  materes  I  have  in  mende, 

The  wiche  to  hym  I  xal  present. 
Primus  doctor.  Sere,  of  alle  othere  thyng  remembre  this 
case, 

Loke  that  Jhesus  be  put  to  schame. 
Secundus  doctor.  Whan  we  come  present  befom  Annas, 

Whe  xal  rehers  alle  his  gret  blame. 

Here  the  buschopys  with  here  clerkes  and  the  Phariseus 
metty  and  the  my d  place j  and  t her  xal  be  a  lytil  oratory 
with  stolys  and  cusshonys  clenly  be-seyn^  lyche  as  it  were 
a  cownsel'hous  ;  Annas  thus  seyng^ 

We  come,  ser  Cayphas,  and  }e,  jewgys  alle. 

Now  xal  3e  knowe  alle  myn  entent ; 
A  wondyr  case,  sorys,  here  is  befalle, 

On  wiche  we  must  gyf  jewgement. 
Lyst  that  we  aftere  the  case  repent. 

Of  on  Cryst  that  Goddys  sone  som  doth  hym  calle ; 
He  shewyth  meraclys  and  sythe  present 

That  he  is  prynce  of  prynces  alle. 

The  pepyl  so  fast  to  hym  doth  fUle, 

Be  prevy  menys,  as  we  aspye ; 
3yf  he  procede,  son  sen  3e  xalle. 

That  oure  lawys  he  wyl  dystrye  ; 
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It  is  cure  part  thus  to  deny  : 

What  is  3our  cowncellc  in  tliie  cas? 

Cayphat.  Bo  reson  the  trewtU  here  may  we  try, 

I  cannot  (leni  hym  withouth  trespace  ; 
Because  he  seyth  in  every  a  place. 

That  he  kyng  of  Jewys  in  every  degr^. 
Therfor  he  is  fals,  knowe  vrel  the  case, 

Sesar  is  kyng  and  non  but  he. 

Rewfyn.  He  is  an  eretyk  and  a  tretour  bolde. 

To  Sesare  and  to  oure  lawe  sertayn  ; 
Bothe  in  word,  and  in  werke,  and  33  beholde 

He  is  worthy  to  dey  with  mekyl  peyn. 
Lean.  The  oawse  that  we  been  here  present. 

To  fortefye  the  lawe,  and,  trewtli  to  say, 
Jhesus  ful  nere  oure  lawys  hath  shent, 

Therfore  he  is  wortliy  for  to  day. 

Primus  doctor  Annas.  Seres,  je  that  ben  rewelerys  of  th« 
lawe. 

On  Jhesu  ys  must  gyf  jugement, 
Let  hym  fyrst  ben  tiangyn  and  drawe. 

And  thanne  his  body  in  fyre  be  brent. 
Secundua  doctor  Annas.  Now  xal  je  here  the  intent  of  me, 

Take  Jhesu  that  worke  us  alle  gret  echame ; 
Put  hym  to  deth,  let  hym  not  fle, 

For  than  the  comownye  thei  wyl  jow  blame. 

Primut  doctor  Cm/phas.  He  werke  with  wechecrafte  in 
eche  place, 

And  drawyth  the  pepyl  to  hese  intent; 
Bewhare,  je  jewgys,  let  hym  not  passe, 

Than  be  my  trowthe  ze  xal  repent. 
Secundut  doctor  Caypha*.  Serys,  takyth  heda  onto  this 
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And  in  30ur  jewgement  be  not  slawe ; 
Ther  was  nevyr  man  dyd  so  gret  trespace, 
As  Jhesu  hath  don  ageyn  oure  lawe. 

Amuu.  Now^  bretheryn,  than  wyl  }e  here  myn  entent. 

These  ix.  days  let  us  abyde ; 
We  may  not  gyf  so  hasty  jugement. 

But  ecbe  man  inqwera  on  his  syde. 
Send  spyes  abouth  the  country  wyde. 

To  se  and  recorde  and  testymonye. 
And  than  hese  werkys  he  xal  not  hyde, 

Nor  have  no  power  hem  to  denye. 


Cagpha9.  This  cownecelle  acordyth  to  my  reson. 
Awuu.  And  we  alle  to  the  same. 
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Jheius.  ffrendys,  beholde  the  tyme  of  mercy. 
The  whiche  is  come  now  withowt  dowth  ; 

Mannys  powte  in  hlys  now  xal  edyfy. 
And  the  prynce  of  the  werd  is  cast  owth. 


Go  to  jon  castel  that  standyth  jow  ageyn, 

Sum  of  myn  dyscyplis  go  forthe  30  to ; 
There  xul  3?  ffyndyn  bestys  tweyn, 

An  asse  tyed  and  here  fole  also. 
Unlosne  that  asse,  and  brynge  it  to  me  pleyn ; 

Iff  any  man  aske  why  that  je  do  so, 
Sey  that  1  have  nede  to  this  best  serteyn, 

And  he  xal  not  lett  30W  30ur  weys  for  to  go : 
That  best  brynge  36  to  me. 
Primus  Apostolus.  Holy  prophete,  we  gon  oure  way, 
We  wyl  not  30ure  wourd  delay, 
Also  sone  as  that  we  may, 

We  xal  it  brynge  to  the. 

Here  theiffecche  the  asse  with  the  ffole,  and  the  bur- 
gey »  seyih, 

Burgenaia.  Herke  }e,  men,  who  jaff  30W  leve, 
Tlius  this  best  ffor  to  take  away  ? 
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But  only  ffor  pore  men  to  releve, 

This  asse  is  ordeyned,  as  I  30W  say. 
PhiHjppus,  Good  sere,  take  this  at  no  grefF, 

Oure  mayster  us  sent  hedyr  this  day. 
He  hath  grett  nede  withowte  repreff, 

Therfore  not  Iqtt  us,  I  the  pray. 
This  best  for  to  lede. 
Burgenris.  Sethyn  that  it  is  so  that  he  hath  )ow  sent, 

Werkyth  his  wylle  and  his  intent. 
Take  the  beste,  as  }e  be  bent, 

And  evyr  wel  mote  }e  spede. 

Jacobus  minor.  This  best  is  brought  ryght  now  here  lo ! 

Holy  prophete  at  thin  owyn  wylle. 
And  with  this  clothe,  anon,  also, 

This  bestys  bak  we  xal  sone  hylle. 
PJdUppus.  Now  mayst  thou  ryde  whedyr  thou  wylt  go, 

Thyn  holy  purpos  to  flFulfylle, 
Thy  best  fful  redy  is  dyth  the  to, 

Bothe  meke  and  tame  the  best  is  stylle. 
And  we  be  redy  also. 
Iff  it  be  plesynge  to  thi  ssyght, 
The  to  helpe  auon  forthe  ryght, 
Upon  this  best  that  thou  were  dyght, 
Thi  jurney  ffor  to  do. 

Here  Cryst  rydyth  out  of  the  place  and  he  wyl,  and 
Peiyr  and  John  abydyn  stylfe,  and  at  the  last^  whan 
thei  have  done  ther  prechyng^  thei  mete  with  Jhesu, 

Petrus.  O,  3e  pepyl  dyspeyryng,  be  glad  ! 

A  grett  cawse  36  have,  and  3e  kan  se. 
The  Lord  that  alle  thynge  of  nought  mad. 

Is  comynge  30ur  comfort  to  be. 
Alle  your  langoris  salvyn  xal  he, 

30ur  helthe  is  more  than  30  kan  wete. 
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He  xal  cawse  the  blynde  that  thei  xal  se, 
The  def  to  here,  the  dome  for  to  speke  ! 

Thei  that  be  crokyd,  he  xal  cause  hem  to  goo 

In  the  wey  tliat  John  Baptyst  of  prophecyed ; 
Sweche  a  leehe  kam  jow  nevyr  non  too, 

Wlierfore  wliat  he  comawndyth  loke  56  applyed. 
That  som  of  }ow  be  blynd,  it  may  not  be  denyid  ; 

ffor  hym  that  is  3our  makere  with  sour  gostly  ey  jo 
xal  not  knowe ; 
Of  his  comaundementes  iu  30W  gret  tieclygens  is  aspyed, 

Wlierefore  def  fro  gostly  heryng  clepe  30W  I  bowe. 

And  som  of  jow  may  not  go,  3e  be  so  crokyd  ; 

ffor  of  good  werkyDg  in  30W  is  lytyl  habundawns, 
Tweyti  fete  hevery  man  xuld  have  and  it  were  lokyd, 

Wyp.lie  xuld  bare  the  body  gostly  most  of  subetawiu ; 
ITyrst  is  to  love  God  above  alle  other  plesawns ; 

The  secunde  is  to  love  thi  neybore  as  thin  owyn  persooe; 
And  yf  these  tweyn  be  kepte  in  perseverawns ; 

Into  the  celestyal  habytacion  je  am  habyl  to  gone. 

Many  of  30W  be  dome ;  why  ?  for  36  wole  not  redresse, 

Be  mowthe  30ur  dedys  mortal  but  tlierin  dou  perdure; 
Of  the  wyche  but  je  have  contrj'cyon  and  30W  confesse, 

36  may  not  inheryte  hevyn,  this  1  30W  ensure. 
And  of  alle  these  maladyes  36  may  have  gostly  cure, 

ffor  the  hevenly  leche  is  comyng  30W  for  to  vieyte ; 
And  as  for  payment  he  wole  shewe  30W  no  redrure, 

ffor  with  the  love  of  joure  hertys  he  wole  be  aqwhyte. 


Johannes  Apoalolus.  Onto  mybrotherys  forseyd  rehenmlle. 
That  36  xuld  jeve  the  more  veray  ccnfydens, 

I  come  with  hym  as  testymonyalle. 
ffor  to  (?onfemie  I  fortefye  his  sentflni. 


^"M 
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This  lord  sal  come  without  reaystensy 

Onto  the  oety*ward  he  is  now  comyng^ 
Wherefore  drease  30W  with  alle  dew  dylygens. 

To  honowre  hym  as  ^our  aiakere  and  kyng. 

And  to  fulfyUe  the  prophetys  prophestf. 

Upon  an  asse  he  wole  hedyr  ryde, 
Shewing  )0w  exawmple  of  humylyt^^ 

Devoydyng  the  abhomynable  synne  of  pryde. 
Wheche  hath  ny  conqweryd  alle  the  werd  wyde, 

Grettest  cause  of  all  }0ur  trybulacyon, 
Use  it  ho  so  wole,  for  it  is  the  best  gyde, 

That  36  may  have  to  the  place  of  dampnacyon. 

Now,  brothyr  in  Grod,  sy th  we  have  intellyg^is, 

That  oure  Lord  is  ny  come  to  this  cet^, 
To  attend  upon  hys  precyous  presens. 

It  syttyth  to  us,  as  semyth  me. 
Wherfore  to  mete  with  hym  now  go  we, 

I  wold  fere  no  thynge  we  where  to  late ; 
To  the  cet^-ward  fast  drawyth  he. 

Me  semyth  he  is  ny  at  the  gate. 

Here  9pekyih  the  Uy.  ceteieyngs^  ihefyrut  thus  seyng^ 

Primus  cives  de  Jherusalem.  Neyborys,gret  joye  in  oure 
herte  we  may  make. 
That  this  hefly  kyng  wole  vycyte  this  cyt^. 
Secundum  cives.  Yf  oure  eerly  kyng  sweche  a  jorn^  xuld. 
take. 
To  don  hym  honor  and  worchepe^  besy  xuld  we  be. 
Tertius  cives.  Meche  more  than  to  the  hevynly  kyng 
^    bownd  are  we, 
ffbr  to  do  that  xuld  be  to  his  persone  reverens. 
Quarius  cives.   Late  us  than  welcome  hym  with  flowres 
and  brawnchis  of  the  tre, 
ffor  he  wole  take  that  to  plesawns  becawse  of  redolens. 
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Here  Ihe  Hi/,  Qeteaetfnya  makyn  hem  reily  for  to  mete 
with  ottre  Lord,  goyng  barfot  and  barelri/gcd,  and  in  here 
thyrleg,  sa  /ny  tbti  xal  /lave  here  gownys  cast  abouih 
them  ;  ana  fjwan  l/iei  seen  oure  Lord,  thti  xalsprede  Iker 
clothis  beforn  hym,  and  he  xal  lyth  and  go  tker  fipon,  and 
i  xatfalle  duwne  upon  (her  knes  alie  at  onyi,  tkefyrst 
r/ms  seyng, 

that  in  oure  Lordya 


mug  cives.    Now  I 


To  us  ID  any  wyse  ' 
And  we  beleve  verylj 
For  be  tlii  mercy  xal 


t  the  same, 
iiiys  com  forte. 


Here Cryst passyth  forth,  slylh  with  hym  aser- 

teyn  ofchylderyn  vnthfloirrea,      «  east  beforn  hym,  and 
they  synggyn  "  Gloria  Laua"  and  beforn  on  ttyth, 

Thow  sone  of  Davyd,  thou  be  oure  supporte. 

At  oure  last  clay  whan  we  xal  dye. 
Wherefore  we  alle  at  onys  to  the  exorte, 

Cryeng  mercy  !  mercy  !  mercye  ! 

Jhesu.  ffrendys,  beliolde  the  tyme  of  mercy ; 

The  wiche  is  come  now,  withowtyn  dowth ; 
Mannys  sowle  in  biysse  now  xal  edyfy. 

And  the  prynce  of  the  werd  ia  cast  owth. 
As  I  have  prechyd  in  placys  abowth, 

And  shewyd  experyence  to  man  and  wyf, 
Into  this  werd  Goddys  sone  hath  sowth 

ffor  veray  love  man  to  revyfe. 


The  trewthe  of  trew  this  xal  now  be  tryede, 
And  a  perfith  of  corde  betwyx  God  and  man, 

Wiche  trewthe  xal  nevyr  be  dyvide, 
Confusyon  onto  the  fynd  Sathan  ! 
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Prkmupanig^  homo.   Thou  sone  of  Davyd !  on  us  have 
mercye. 

As  we  must  stediast  belevyn  in  the ; 
Thi  goodnesse^  Lord,  lete  us  be  nye, 

Wheche  lyth  blynd  here  and  may  not  se  ! 

Secundus pauper  homo^  Lordjete  thi  mercy  to  us  be  sewre, 

And  restore  to  us  oure  bodyly  sy th  ! 
We  know  thou  may  us  wel  recure. 

With  the  lest  poynt  of  thi  gret  myth. 
Jhesu.  30wre  beleve  hath  made  thou  for  to  se, 

And  delyveryd  30W  fro  alle  mortal  peyne  ; 
Blyssyd  be  alle  tho  that  beleve  on  me. 

And  se  me  not  with  here  bodyly  eyn. 

Here  Cry  at  blyssyth  here  eyn  and  thei  may  se^  the  fyrst 
seyng. 

Primus  pauper  homo.  Gramercy,  Lord !  of  thi  gret  grace, 

I  that  was  blynd,  now  may  se. 
Secundus  pauper  homo.  Here  I  forsake  al  my  trespace. 

And  stedfastly  wyl  belevyn  on  the. 

Here   Cryst  procedyth  on  fote^  with  his   dyscipulys 
cfter  kym^  Cryst  wepyng  upon  the  cyti,  saying  thus, 

Jhesu.  O  Jherusalem  !  woful  is  the  ordenawnce 

Of  the  day  of  thi  gret  persecucyon  ; 
Thou  xalt  be  dystroy  with  woful  grevans. 

And  thi  ryalt^  browth  to  trew  confusyon. 
3e  that  in  the  cet^  ban  habytacyon, 

Thei  xal  course  the  tyme  that  thei  were  borne. 
So  gret  advercyt^  and  trybulacion, 

Xal  falle  on  hem  bothe  evyn  and  morwyn. 

Thei  that  han  most  chylderyn  sonest  xal  wayle. 
And  seyn,  alas  !  what  may  this  meen  ? 


( 
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Both  mete  and  drynk  eodeynly  xal  fayle, — 
The  vengeance  of  God  thrr  xal  be  seen. 

The  tyme  is  comyng  hes  woo  \al  ben, 
Tlie  day  of  trobyl  and  gret  grevauoa  ) 

Bothe  templys  and  towrys  tliey  xal  down  cleea, 
O  cet^  !  fful  wofid  is  thin  ordenawns  ! 


XXVII.  THE  LAST  SUPPER. 


Petrus.  Lord !  where  wolte  tiiou  kepe  thi  mttuiid^  ? 

I  pray  the  now  lete  ua  have  knowjng : 
That  we  may  make  redy  for  the, 

The  to  serve  withowte  latyng. 
Johannes.  To  provyde,  Lord,  for  thi  coniyng. 

With  alle  the  obedeyns  we  kan  atende. 
And  make  redy  for  the  in  al  thyng. 

Into  what  place  thou  wyth  us  send. 
Jhesu.  Serys,  goth  to  Syon,  and  30  xal  mete 

A  pore  man  in  sympyl  aray, 
Beryng  watyr  in  the  strete, 

Telle  hym  I  xal  come  that  way. 

Onto  hym  mekely  loke  that  |e  say. 

That  hese  hous  I  wole  come  tyUe ; 
He  wele  not  onys  to  30W  aey  nay. 

But  sofre  to  have  alle  30ur  wylle. 
Pefrus.  At  thi  wyl,  Lord^  it  xal  be  don. 

To  soke  that  place  we^xal  us  hye. 
Johannes,  In  alle  the  hast  that  we  may  go^ 

Thin  comawdement  nevyr  to  denye. 

Here  Petyr  and  John  gon  forth  metyng  with  Sytnon 
kprows  beryng  a  kan  with  watyr y  Petyr  thus  seyng, 

Peirus*  Good  man,  the  prophete^  oure  Lord  Jbesus, 

.This  nyth  wyl  reste  wy thin  thin  haUe ; 
On  massage  to  the  be  hath  sent  us, 
Tlnfti^or  his  sopere  ordeyn  theu  xalle. 
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Johannes.  }a!  for  Iiymaad  his  dyscipulye  aile, 

Ordeyn  thu  for  !iis  maundy, 
A  paschalle  lomb  what  so  befalle, 

tfor  he  wyl  kepe  his  paaclie  with  the. 
Symon.  What,  wjl  my  Lord  vesyle  my  plaw ? 

Blyssyd  be  the  tyme  of  hiit  comyag  1 
1  xal  ordeyn  withinne  short  epace 

ffor  my  good  lordys  wekorayng. 
Serye,  walkyth  in  at  the  begynnyng, 

And  se  what  vetaylys  that  I  xal  take, 
I  am  se  glad  of  this  tydyng. 

I  wot  nevyr  wliat  joye  that  I  may  make. 

Here  the  dysci/pulys  gon  in  wilh  Symon  to  se  the  or- 
denawnx,  and  Crysl  comyny  thedyr-wurd,  thus  teyngt 

Jherut.  This  patlie  is  cal  Sydon  be  goostly  ordeoawas, 

Weche  xal  convey  us,  wher  we  xal  be, 
I  knowe  ful  redy  is  the  purvyaunce. 

Of  my  frendys  that  Wyn  me. 
Contewnyng  in  pees  now  precede  we, 

ffor  mannys  love  this  wey  I  take. 
With  gostly  ey  I  veryly  se. 

That  man  fTor  man  an  faende  must  make. 

Here  the  dysciples  come  a^eyn  to  Crytt,  Petyr  thtu 


Petrtts.  Alleredy  lord  is  cure  ordenawiu. 

As  I  hope  to  jow  plesyng  xal  be, 
Seymon  hath  don,  at  joure  instawus, 

He  is  ful  glad  jnur  presens  to  se. 
Johannes.  Alle  thyng  we  have,  Lorde,  at  oure  plesyng. 

That  longytli  to  joure  mawnd^  with  ful  glad  cbere; 
Whan  he  herd  telle  of  jour  coinyng, 
ret  joye  in  bym  than  dyd  appere. 

Here  comytk  Symon  owt  of  has  twua  to  teeleome  Cryst, 
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Synum.  Gracyous  Lord,  welcome  thu  be, 

Reverens  be  to  the,  both  God  and  man  f 
My  poer  hous  that  thou  wylt  se, 

Weche  am  thi  serraunt,  as  I  kan. 
Jhest$.  There  joye  of  alle  joyis  to  the  is  sewre  ! 

Symon,  I  knowe  thi  trewe  intent. 
The  blysse  of  hefne  thou  xalt  recure. 

This  rewarde  I  xal  the  grawnt  present. 

Here  Cryst  enteryth  into  the  hous  with  his  disdpUs 
and  ete  the  PascJial  lomb  ;  and  in  the  mene  tyme  the 
coumseUhoiLS  befomseyd  xal  sodeynly  onclose^  schetxyng 
the  buschopys,  prestys^  andjewgys  syttyng  in  here  astat, 
lyche  as  it  were  a  convocacyon  ;  Annas  seyng  thus^ 

Annas.  Beheld  it  is  nowth  al  that  we  do, 
In  alle  houre  materys  we  prophete  nowth  ; 

Wole  36  se  weche  peusawns  of  pepyl  drawyth  hym  to, 
ffor  the  mervaylys  that  he  hath  wrowth. 

Some  othyr  sotylt^  must  be  sowth, 

ffor  in  no  wyse  we  may  not  thus  hym  leve ; 
Than  to  a  schrewde  conclusyoun  we  xal  be  browth, 

ffor  the  Romaynes  than  wyl  us  myscheve. 
And  take  oure  astat  and  put  us  to  repreve, 

And  convey  alle  the  pepyl  at  here  owyn  request. 
And  thus  alle  the  pepyl  in  hym  xal  beleve, 

Therfore  I  pray  30W,  cosyn,  say  what  is  the  best? 
Cayphas,  Attende  now,  serys,  to  that  I  xal  seye, 

Onto  us  alle  it  is  most  expedyent ; 
That  o  man  ffor  the  pepyl  xuld  deye. 

Than  alle  the  pepyl  xuld  perysch  and  be  shent. 

Therfor  late  us  werk  wysely  that  we  us  not  repent, 
We  must  neilys  put  on  hym  som  fals  dede  ; 
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I  eey  for  me  I  had  levyr  he  were  breot. 
Than  he  xuld  us  alle  thus  ovyr-lede ; 

Therfore  every  man  on  his  party  help  at  this  nede. 
And  eowntyrfete  alle  the  sotylt^  that  je  kaa. 

Now  late  se  he  kan  jeve  beet  rede, 

To  ordeyn  sum  dystruccion  9br  this  man. 

Gamalyel.  Late  us  no  lenger  make  delacioo, 

But  do  Jhesu  be  takyn  in  hundys  fast; 
And  alle  here  ffolweres  to  here  confusyon, 

And  into  a  preson  do  hem  be  cast. 
Ley  on  hem  yron  that  wol  last, 

ffor  he  hath  wrouth  a)ens  the  ryth ; 
And  sythyn  aftyr  we  xat  in  hast 

Jewge  hym  to  deth  with  gret  dyepyth. 


Reivfyn.  ffor  he  hath  trespacyd  ajena  oura  lawe, 

Me  semyth  this  were  best  jewgement ; 
With  wyld  hors  lete  hym  be  drawe, 

And  afftyr  in  fyre  he  xal  be  brent 
Leyon.  Serys,  o  thyng  myself  herd  hym  sey, 

lliat  he  was  kyng  of  Jewys  alle. 
That  is  anow  to  do  hym  dey, 

ffor  treaon  to  Sejar  we  must  it  call©. 

He  seyd  also  to  personys  that  I  know, 

Tliat  he  xuld  and  myth  serteyn 
The  gret  tempyl  mythyly  ovyrthiow, 

And  the  thrydde  day  reysynt  ageyn. 

Seche  tnaterys  the  pepyl  doth  conseyve, 
To  jeve  credens  to  his  werkys  alle, 

In  hefne,  ho  leyth,  xal  be  hi*  reyo. 

Botiie  God  aod  man  he  doth  hym  call*. 
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Rewfyn.  And  slle  this  day  wis  xuld  cdntryv^. 

What  shameful  deth  Jb^u  xuld  haT«  ( 
We  may  not  do  hym  to  meche  myschevei 

The  worchep  of  oure  law«  to  save. 

Leyon.  Upon  a  jebet  l^te  hym  hongyn  be, 

This  jugement  me  semyth  it  is  reson  ; 
That  alle  the  country  may  hym  se, 

And  be  ware  behis  gret  treson. 
Rewfyn,  3et  o  thyng,  serys,  3e  must  aspye, 

And  make  a  ryth  sotyl  ordenawns ; 
Be  what  menys  30  may  come  hym  bye, 

ffor  he  hath  many  folwerys  at  his  ibstawns. 
Annas.  Serys,  therof  we  must  hare  avysement^ 

And  ben  acordyd  or  than  we  go ; 
How  we  xal  ban  hym  at  oure  entent, 

Som  wey  we  xal  fynd  therto. 

Here  Judas  Caryoth  corny  th  into  the  place. 

Maria  Magdalene,  As  a  cursyd  creature  closyd  alle  in  care, 

And  as  a  wyckyd  wrecche  alle  wrappyd  in  wo, 
Of  blysse  was  nevy r  no  berde  so  bare. 

As  I  mysylf  that  here  now  go. 
Alas !  alas !  I  xal  for&re, 

ffor  tho  grete  synnys  that  I  have  do ; 
Lesse  that  my  lord  Grod  sumdel  spare. 

And  his  grett  mercy  receyve  md  to. 

Mary  Maudelyn  is  my  name. 
Now  wyl  I  go  to  Cryst  Jhesu, 
ffor  he  is  Lord  of  alle  vertu. 
And  for  sum  grace  I  tbjmke  to  sew, 

ffor  of  myself  I  have  grett  shame. 

A !  mercy  !  Lord  I  and  salve  my  synne, 
Maydenys  ffloure  thou  wasche  me  fre, 
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Ther  was  nevyr  woman  of  manoys  kynne, 

So  ful  of  synne  in  no  country. 
I  have  beffowlyd  be  fryth  and  fiTenoe, 

And  sowght  synne  in  many  a  cete ; 
But  thou  me  borwe,  Lord,  I  xal  brenne, 

With  blake  ffendys  ay  bowne  to  be. 
Ulierefore,  kynge  of  grace. 
With  this  oynenient  that  is  so  sote, 
Lete  me  anoynte  thin  holy  fote 
And  for  my  balys  thus  wyn  sum  bote, 

And  mercy,  Lord,  for  my  treapace, 

Jhe»u»    Woman,  ffor  thi  wepynge  wylle, 

Sum  socowre  God  xal  the  sende  ; 
The  to  save  I  have  grett  skylle, 

ffor  sorwefful  hert  may  synne  amende. 
AUe  thi  prayour  I  xal  fulfylle. 

To  thi  good  bert  I  wul  attende. 
And  save  the  fro  tbi  synne  so  hylle. 

And  fro  vij.  develys  I  xal  the  ffende, — ■ 
ffendys,  ilethe  jour  weye  1 
Wyckyd  spyritys  I  >ow  conjowre, 
fflethe  out  of  hire  bodyly  bowre, 
In  my  grace  she  xal  evyr  fflowre, 

Tyl  dethe  doth  here  to  deye. 

Maria  Magdalene.  I  thanke  the,  Lorde,  of  this   grett 
grace ; 

Now  these  vij.  ffendys  be  fro  me  ffl   tt. 
I  xal  nevyr  fforffett  nor  do  trespace. 

In  wurd  nor  dede,  ne  wyl,  nor  wytt 

Now  I  am  brought  ffrom  the  fendys  brace, 
In  thi  grett  mercy-  cloeyd  and  riiytt ; 
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I  xal  nevjrr  returne  to  synful  trace. 
That  xulde  me  dampne  to  helle  pytt. 
I  wurchep  the  on  knes  bare, 
BIyssyd  be  the  tyme  that  I  hedyr  sowth. 
And  this  oynement  that  I  hedyr  brought, 
ffor  now  myn  hert  is  clensyd  from  thought. 

That  ffyrst  was  combryd  with  care. 

Jtidas.  Lord  !  me  thynkyth  thou  dost  ryght  iile. 
To  lete  this  oynement  so  spylle, 
To  selle  it  yt  were  more  skylle, 

And  bye  mete  to  poer  men. 
The  box  was  worthe  of  good  mon^, 
iij.c.  pens,  fayr  and  fre, 
This  myght  a  bowht  mete  plenty. 

To  ffede  oure  power  kene. 

Jhesiis,  Pore  men  xul  abyde ; 

Ageyn  the  woman  thou  spekyst  wronge. 
And  I  passe  forthe  in  a  tyde. 

Off  mercy  is  here  mornyng  songe. 

Here  Cryst  reatyth  and  etyth  a  lytylj  and  seythy  syt- 
tyng  to  his  disciplis,  and  Mary  Mawdelyn^ 

Jhesus.  Myn  herte  is  ryght  sory  and  no  wondyr  is, 

Thoo  dethe  I  xal  go  and  nevyr  dyd  trespas ; 
But  3itt  most  grevyth  myn  hert  evyr  of  this, 

On  of  my  bretheryn  xal  werke  this  manas. 
On  of  30W  here  syttynge  my  treson  xal  tras. 

On  of  30W  is  besy  my  dethe  here  to  dyth, 
And  3itt  was  I  nevyr  in  no  synful  plas. 

Wherefore  my  dethe  xuld  so  shamfuUy  be  pyght. 

Petrua.  My  dere  Lord,  I  pray  the  the  trewthe  for  to  telle,. 
Whiche  of  us  ys  he  that  treson  xal  do  ? 
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Whatt  traytor  is  he  that  his  lord  that  wold  selle  ? 

Expresse  his  name,  Lord,  that  xal  werke  this  woo. 
Johannes.  If  that  ther  be  on  that  wolde  selle  so. 

Good  mayster,  telle  us  now  opynly  hie  name. 
Wliat  traytour  is  liym  that  from  the  that  wolde  go  ? 

And  with  ffals  treson  ffulfylle  his  grett  shame? 

Andreas.  It  is  ryght  dredfuU  suche  tresson  to  thynke. 

And  wel  more  dredfful  to  werk  that  bad  dede; 
ffor  that  ffals  treson  to  helie  he  xal  aynke, 

In  endlcs  peynes  grett  myscheflF  to  lede. 
Jacobus  major.  It  is  not  I,  Lord,  fibr  dowte  I  have  drede. 

This  synne  to  fiilfylle  cam  neiryr  in  my  niende. 
Iff  that  I  solde  the  thy  blood  fFor  to  blede. 

In  doyng  that  treson  my  sowle  xulde  I  shonde. 

Malheus.  Alas !  my  dere  Lord,  what  man  is  so  wood, 

ffor  gold  or  for  sylvyr  hymself  bo  to  spylle  ? 
He  that  the  doth  selle  ffor  gold  and  for  other  good. 

With  his  grett  covetyae  hymself  he  doth  kylle. 
Bartholometa.  What  man  bo  evyr  he  be  of  so  wyckyd 
wylle, 

Dere  Lord,  among  us  telle  us  his  name  alle  owt ; 
He  that  to  hym  tendyth  this  dede  to  fuUEUe, 

ffor  his  grett  treson  his  sowle  stondyth  in  dowt. 

Phil^pus.  Golde,  sylver,  and  tresoour  sone  dothe  passe  away. 

But  withowtyn  ende  evyr  dothe  laste  thi  grace. 
A  I  Lord  !  who  is  that  wylle  chaffare  the  for  monay  T 

ffor  he  that  sellyth  his  lord  to  grett  is  the  treapace. 
Jacobtu  minor.  That  traytour  that  doth  this  orryble  maoace, 

Bothe  body  and  sowle  I  holde  he  be  lorn ; 
Dampnyd  to  helle-pytt,  fer  from  thi  {ace, 

Amonge  alle  ffowie  fyndys  to  be  rent  and  torn. 


A) 
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Symon.  To  bad  a  marchawnt  that  traytour  he  is. 

And  ffbr  that  monye  he  may  mornyng  make ; 
Alas  !  what  cawsyth  hym  to  sella  the  kyng  of  blys  ? 

ffor  his  fals  wynnyDge  the  devyl  hym  xal  take. 
Thomas,  ffor  his  ffals  treaon  the  fendys  so  blake 

Xal  here  his  sowle  depe  down  into  helle  pytt ; 
Resste  xal  he  non  have,  but  evyr  more  wake, 

BrennjDg  in  hoot  fyre,  in  preson  evyr  shytt. 

Thadeus.  I  woundyr  ryght  sore  who  that  he  xuld  be, 

Amonges  us  alle  bretheryn,  that  xuld  do  this  synne  ? 
Alas,  he  is  lorn !  ther  may  no  grace  be, 

In  depe  helle  donjeon  his  sowle  he  doth  pynne. 
Jhesus.  In  my  dysche  he  etyht  this  treson  xal  begynne. 

Wo  xal  betydyn  hym  for  his  werke  of  dred  ; 
He  may  be  ryght  sory  swyche  ryches  to  wynne. 

Ad  whysshe  hymself  unborn  ffor  that  synful  ded. 

Judas.  The  trewth  wolde  I  knowe  as  leff  as  36, 

And  therfore,  good  ssere,  the  trewthe  thou  me  telle ; 
Whiche  of  us  alle  here  that  traytour  may  be, 

Am  I  that  person  that  the  now  xal  selle. 
Jhesus.  So  seyst  thiselff,  take  hed  att  thi  spelle, 

Thou  askyst  me  now  here  if  thou  xalt  do  that  treson ; 
Remembyr  thiself,  avyse  the  ryght  welle. 

Thou  art  of  grett  age,  and  wotysst  what  is  reson. 

Here  Judas  rysyth  prevely  andgoth  in  the  place  andseyt, 

Judas.  Now  cowntyrfeted  I  have  a  prevy  treson^ 

My  masterys  power  for  to  felle, 
I,  J^udas,  xal  asay  be  some  encheson. 

Onto  the  Jewys  hym  for  to  selle. 
Som  mony  for  hym  3et  wold  I  telle, 

Be  prevy  menys  I  xal  asay, 
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Myti  intent  I  xal  fulfylle. 
No  lenger  I  wole  make  delay. 

The  princys  of  prestys  now  be  present. 

Unto  hem  now  my  way  I  take, 
I  wyl  go  tellyn  hem  myn  entent, 

I  trow  ful  mery  I  xal  hem  make. 
Mony  I  wyl  Don  forsake. 

And  thei  profyr  to  my  plesyng. 
For  covetyse  I  wyl  with  hem  wake, 

And  onto  my  maystyr  I  xal  hem  bryng. 

Heyl  prynsesse  and  prestys  that  ben  preBent, 

New  tydynges  to  jow  !  come  to  telle, 
3yf  je  wole  fotwe  myn  intent, 

My  mayster,  Jhesu,  I  wole  30W  selle, 
Hese  intent  and  purpose  for  to  felle ; 

ffor  I  wole  no  lenger  folwyn  his  lawe ; — 
Late  sen  what  mony  that  I  xal  telle. 

And  late  Jhesu  my  maystyr  ben  hangyn  and  drawe. 

Gamalyel.  Now  welcome,  Jadas,  oure  owjm  freode  I 

Take  hym  in,  serys,  be  the  honde  : 
We  xal  the  bothe  geve  and  lends. 

And  in  every  qwarel  by  the  stonde. 
Rewfyn.  Judas,  what  xal  we  for  thi  mayster  pay  P 

Thi  sylver  is  redy,  and  we  acorde, 
The  payment  xal  have  no  delay. 

But  be  leyde  down  here  at  a  worde. 


Judas.  Late  the  mony  here  down  be  layde. 
And  I  xal  telle  jow,  as  I  kan ; 

In  old  termys  I  have  herd  seyde. 
That  mony  makyth  schapman. 


-•  *■ 
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Rew/yn.  Here  is  thretty  platys  of  sylver  brytb, 

Fast  knyth  withinne  this  glove ; 
And  we  may  have  thi  mayster  this  nyth. 

This  xalt  thou  have,  and  alle  oure  love. 

Judas.  3e  are  resonable  chapman  to  bye  and  selle, 

This  bargany  with  30W  now  xal  I  make ; 
Smyth  up,  3e  xal  have  al  30ur  wylle, 

fibr  mony  wyl  I  non  forsake. 
Leyon.  Now  this  bargany  is  mad  ful  and  fast, 

Noyther  part  may  it  forsake ; 
But  Judas  thou  nmst  telle  us  in  hast. 

Be  what  menys  we  xal  hym  take. 

Eew/yn.  '^B,  ther  be  many  that  hym  nevyr  sowe, 

Weche  we  wyl  sende  to  hym  in  fere ; 
Therfor  be  a  tokyn  we  must  hj^m  knowe, 

That  must  be  prevy  betwyx  us  here. 
Leyon.  3  a  beware  of  that  for  ony  thynge, 

For  o  dyscypil  is  lyche  thi  mayster  in  al  parayl ; 
And  3e  go  lyche  in  alle  clothyng. 

So  myth  we  of  oure  purpose  fayl. 

Judas.  As  for  that,  serys,  have  33  no  dowth. 

I  xal  ordeyn,  so  36  xal  not  mysse ; 
Whan  that  30  cum  hym  alle  abowth, 

Take  the  man  that  I  xal  kysse. 

I  must  go  to  my  maystyr  ageyn, 

Dowth  not,  serys,  this  matere  is  sure  i-now. 

Gamalyel.  Farewel,  Judas,  oure  frend  serteyn, 
Thi  labour  we  xal  ryth  wel  alow. 

Judas,  Now  wyl  I  sotely  go  seke  my  mayster  ageyn. 
And  make  good  face,  as  I  nowth  knew ; 
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]  have  hym  solde  to  wo  aud  peyn, 
1  trowe  ful  sore  he  xal  it  rew. 

Here  Judas  got  h  in  sott/Uy  wlur  as  he  cum  fro. 

jiiutas.  Lo,  serys,  a  part  we  have  of  oure  entent. 

For  to  take  Jhesu  now  we  tnust  provyde ; 
A  sotyl  meny  to  be  present, 

That  dare  fyth  and  wele  abyde. 
Gamalyel.  Ordeyn  eche  man  on  his  party, 

Cressetys,  lanternys,  and  torchya  lytli ; 
And  this  nyth  to  be  ther  redy. 

With  exys,  glej'vis,  and  swerdys  bryth, 
Cayphas.  No  lenger  than  make  we  teryeng, 

But  eche  man  to  his  place  hym  dyth. 
And  ordeyn  prively  for  this  thyng. 

That  it  be  don  this  same  nyth. 

Here  the  bu«chopi/x  partyit  in  the  place,  and  eche  of 
hem  takyn  here  leve,  be  contenawns,  resortyng  eche  man 
to  his  place  with  here  meny  to  make  redy  to  take  Cryst  ; 
and  than  jral  I  he  place  ther  Cryst  is  in  xal  sodeynly 
unclose  rownd  ahowt,  shewyng  Cryst  syttyng  at  the 
table  and  hese  dyscyputes  eche  in  ere  degri,  Cryst  thus 
seyng, 

Jheau.  Bredereyn,  this  lambe  that  was  tet  us  be&m. 

That  we  alle  have  etyn  in  this  nyth, 
It  was  comawndyd  be  my  fadyr  to  Moyses  aod  Aaron, 

Whan  thei  weryn  with  the  chylderyn  of  Israel  in  Egytiipi. 
And  as  we  with  swete  bredys  have  it  ele, 

And  also  with  the  byttyr  sokelyng. 
And  as  we  take  the  hed  witli  the  fete. 

So  dede  thei  in  alle  maner  thyng. 


And  as  we  stodyn  so  dede  thei  stoud. 
And  here  reynee  thei  gyrdyn  veryly. 
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With  9ehon  OQ  here  fete  and  stavys  in  here  hond. 

And  as  we  ete  it,  so  dede  thei  hastyly. 
This  fygure  xal  sesse,  anothyr  xal  folwe  therby ; 

Weche  xal  be  of  my  body  that  am  30m'  hed^ 
Weche  xal  be  shewyd  to  30W  be  a  mystery, 

Of  my  fflesche  and  blood  in  forme  of  bred. 

And  with  fervent  desyre  of  hertys  afFeccion, 

I  have  enterly  desyryd  to  kepe  my  mawnd^ 
Among  30W  er  than  I  suffire  my  passyon, 

ffor  of  this  no  more  togedy  r  suppe  xal  we« 
And  as  the  Paschal  lomb  etyn  have  we. 

In  the  eld  lawe  was  usyd  for  a  sacryfyce, 
i$o  the  newe  lomb  that  xal  be  sacryd  be  me, 

Xal  be  usyd  for  a  sacryfyce  most  of  price. 

Here  xal  Jhesus  take  a  noble  in  his  hand,  lokyng 
upward  into  hefne^  to  thefadyr  thus  seyng^ 

Wherefore  to  the,  Fadyr  of  hefiie,  that  art  etemalle, 

Thankyng  and  honor  I  3eld  onto  the. 
To  whom  be  the  Godhed  I  am  eqwalle, 

But  be  my  manhod  I  am  of  lesse  degr^. 
Wherefore  I,  as  man,  worchep  the  deyt^ 

Thankyng  the,  fadyr,  that  thou  wylt  shew  this  mystery, 
And  thus  thurwe  thi  myth,  Fadyr,  and  blyssyng  of  me. 

Of  this  that  was  bred  is  mad  my  body. 

Here  xal  he  spekyn  ageyn  to  his  dysciples^  thus  seyng^ 

Bretheryn,  be  the  vertuof  these  wordy s  that  rehercyd  be, 
This  that  shewyth  as  bred  to  30ur  apparens. 

Is  mad  the  very  flesche  and  blod  of  me, 

To  the  weche  thei  that  wole.  be  savyd  nmst  3eve  eredens. 

And  as  k^  the  olde  lawe  it  was.comawndyd  and  precepte, 
Tq  ete  this  tomb  to  the  dystruccyoaof  Pbarao  unkende. 
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So  to  dystroy  30ur  gostly  enmye  tliis  xal  be  keple, 
fibr  jour  paschal  lombe  into  the  werdys  ende. 

ffor  this  is  the  very  lombe,  withowte  spot  of  Byone, 

Of  weche  John  t}ie  Baptyst  dede  prophesy, 
Than  tliis  prophesye  he  dede  begynne, 

Seyng  "  Ecce  agnus  Dey  !" 
And  how  30  xal  ete  this  lombe  I  xal  jeve  infformacioo, 

lu  the  same  forme  as  the  eld  lawe  doth  epecyfyp, 
Aa  I  shewe  be  gostly  interpretocyon  ; 

Therfore  to  that  I  xal  sey  sour  wyttes  loke  je  replye. 

With  no  byttyr  bred  this  bred  ete  xal  be. 

That  is  to  say,  witli  no  byttymesseof  hate  and  envye, 
But  with  the  suete  bred  of  love  and  charytii, 

Weche  ffortefyet  the  soule  gretlye. 
And  it  schuld  ben  etyn  with  the  byttyr  sokelyng. 

That  is  to  mene,  }yf  a  man  be  of  synful  dysposycion, 
Hathe  led  his  \yS  here  with  myslevyng, 

Therfore  in  his  hert  he  xal  have  byttyr  contrycion. 

Also  the  hed  with  the  feet  ete  xal  36, 

Be  the  hed  30  xal  undyrstand  my  Godbed, 
And  be  the  feet  je  xal  take  myn  humanyt^, 

These  tweyn  3e  xal  receyve  togedyr  in  dede. 
This  imtnaculat  lombe  that  I  xal  30W  jeve, 

la  not  only  the  Grodhed  alone. 
But  bothe  God  and  man,  thus  must  je  beleve ; 

Thus  the  bed  with  the  feet  36  xal  receyve  eche  on. 

Of  this  lombe  un-ete  yf  owtb  belevyth  i-wys, 
Yt  xuld  be  cast  in  the  clere  fyre  and  brent ; 

Weche  is  to  mene,  yf  thou  undyrstande  nowth  al  this, 
Put  tbi  feytit  in  God,  and  than  tbou  xalt  not  be  shsnt. 
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The  gyrdyl  that  was  comawndyd  here  reynes  to  sprede, 
Xal  be  the  gyrdyl  of  clennes  and  chastyt^ ; 

That  is  to  sayn,  to  be  contynent  in  word,  thought,  and 
dede. 
And  alle  leccherous  levyng  cast  30W  for  to  fie. 

And  the  schon  that  xal  be  jour  feet  upon. 
Is  not  eUys  but  exawnpyl  of  vertuis  levyng ; 

Of  ^ur  form  fadeyrs  50U  beforn, 
With  these  schon  my  steppys  30  xal  be  sewyng. 

And  the  staf  that  in  jour  handys  je  xal  holde, 

Is  not  ellys  but  the  exawmplys  to  other  men  teche ; 

Hold  &8t  30ur  stavys  in  jour  handys,  and  beth  bolde 
To  every  creature  myn  precepttys  for  to  precbe. 

Also  je  must  ete  this  paschalle  lombe  hastyly. 
Of  weche  sentens  this  is  the  very  entent ; 

At  every  oure  and  tyme  je  xal  be  redy, 
ffor  to  fulfylle  my  cowmawndement. 

ffor  thow  je  leve  this  day,  je  are  not  sure 
Whedyr  je  xal  leve  to  morwe  or  nowth ; 

Therfor  hastyly  every  oure  do  joure  besy  cure. 

To  kepe  my  preceptys,  and  than  thar  je  not  dowth. 

Now  have  I  lemed  30W  how  3e  xal  ete 
30ur  paschal  lombe,  that  is  my  precyous  body  ; 

Now  I  wyl  fede  30W  alle  with  awngellys  mete, 
Wherfore  to  resey ve  it  com  e  fibrth  seryattly. 

Peirus.  Lord,  ffor  to  receyve  this  gostly  sustenawns 
In  dewe  forme,  it  excedyth  myn  intellygens ; 

ffor  no  man  of  hymself  may  have  substawns 
To  receyve  it  with  to  meche  reverens. 
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ffbr  with  more  delycyotu  laetef  Lord,  tliou  may  us  not 
fedfi, 

Than  with  Uiin  owyn  precjous  body ; 
Wherforewliat  I  hacc  treepacyd  in  word,  thought,  or  dede,- 

Witli  byttyr  coitUycion,  Lord,  I  haske  the  mercy. 

ff^han  wire  Lorde  -^yryih  /Us  body  to  /iw  dyacypulyg^ 
he  xat  tfy  to  eche  of  hinn,  ej^ctjU  to  Judat, 

Tliis  is  my  body,  fflcsch,  and  blode, 
Tiiat  for  tlte  xal  dey  upon  the  rode. 

Aad  whan  Judtut  comyth  last,  oure  Lord  xal  aey  to 
Aym, 

Judas,  art  tliou  avysyd  what  thou  xa2t  take? 
Judas.  Lord,  ihi  body  I  wyl  uot  forsake! 

And  tytfofn  oure  Lord  xal  ley  onto  Judas, 

Jhestt.  M^-n  body  to  tiie  I  wole  not  denye, 

Sythyn  thou  wylt  presume  therupoo ; 
Yt  xal  be  thi  dampnacyon  veiylye,— 

I  3eve  tike  warnyng  now  befom. 

Andaflyr  that  Judaa hath  re»eyvtfd,he  ral tyt  ther  he 
was,  Cryst  seyng. 

On  of  jow  hath  betrajd  me. 

That  at  my  borde  with  me  hath  ete ; 
Bettyr  it  hadde  hym  for  to  a  be 

Bothe  uoborD  and  unbegete. 

Than  eche  dyscypyl  xal  lake  on  other,  mtd  Petyr  xal 
sey, 

Petrtu.  Lord,  it  is  not  I. 

Jad  so  tdie  x%U  seyn,  tyl  thei  comyn  at  JuiaS)  tMcAe 


xal  sty. 


THE  LIST  SUPPER.  5^5 

JvdoM.  Is  it  owth  I,  Lord  ? 

Than  Jhesus  xal  sey^ 

JAesus.  Judas,  thou  seyst  that  word ! 
Me  thou  ast  solde,  that  was  thi  firend, 
That  thou  hast  begonne  brenge  to  an  ende. 

Than  Judas  xal  gon  ageyn  to  the  Jewys^  andy  yf  men 
wolne^  xal  mete  with  hym  and  sey  this  speche/ohvyng,  or 
levynt,  whether  thei  wyl,  the  devyl  thus  seyng. 

Demon.  A !  a !  Judas,  derlyug  myn  ! 

Thou  art  the  best  to  me  that  evyr  was  bore  t 
Thou  xalt  be  crownyd  in  helle  peyn ! 

And  therof  thou  xalt  be  sekyr  for  evyrmore ! 

Thow  hast  solde  thi  maystyr  and  etyn  hym  also, 
I  wolde  thou  kowdyst  bryngyn  hym  to  helle  every  del  j 

But  3et  I  fere  he  xuld  do  ther  sum  sorwe  and  wo. 
That  alle  helle  xal  crye  out  on  me  that  sel. 

Sped  up  thi  matere  that  thou  hast  begonne, 

I  xal  to  helle  for  the  to  mak  redy ; 
Anon  thou  xalt  com  wher  thou  xalt  wonne. 

In  fyre  and  stynk  thou  xalt  sytt  me  by. 

Jhesu.  Now  the  sone  of  God  claryfyed  is, 

And  Grod  in  hym  is  claryfyed  also ; 
I  am  sory  that  Judas  hath  lost  his  blysse, 

Weche  xal  tume  hym  to  sorwe  and  wo. 

But  now  in  the  memory  of  my  passyon. 
To  ben  partabyl  with  me  in  my  reyn  above, 

3e  xal  drynk  myn  blood  with  gret  devocyon, 
Wheche  xal  be  xad  ffor  mannys  love. 
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Takjth  these  chalys  of  the  oewe  V 

And  Icepjth  this  evyr  in  joor  meode ; 
As  often  as  }e  do  this  witli  ti^ire  iotent, 

It  xal  defnide  ym  from  je  Siiide. 

Tkax  xai  the  Aftdp^  con  and  take  the  blod.   Jhemis 

This  is  m;  blood  Uiat  for  mannys  sjDoe, 
Oath  of  raya  berte  it  xal  reiiDe. 

^itd  the  djfstypfys  lut  »ett  tiem  a}en  thtr  iKd  were, 
and  Jhextu  lat  set/n, 

Takyth  hed  now,  bretheiyn,  what  I  have  do ; 

With  my  fleKh  and  blocMi  I  have  30W  fed ! 
ffbr  mannys  love  I  may  do  no  mo 

Than  for  lore  of  man  to  be  ded. 


Werfore,  Petyr,  and  je  everychoB, 

jyf  je  love  me,  fede  my  acbep ; 
That,  for  fiiwth  of  techyng,  thei  go  not  wrong, 

But  evyr  to  hem  takyth  good  kep. 

jevyth  hem  my  body,  as  I  have  to  }ow, 
Qweche  xal  be  sacryd  be  my  worde ; 

And  evyr  I  xal  thus  ahyde  with  jow. 
Into  the  ende  of  the  werde. 

Ho  so  etyth  my  body  and  drynkyth  my  blood. 
Hoi  God  and  man  he  xal  me  take  ; 

It  xal  hym  defende  from  the  devyl  wood. 
And  at  hie  deth  I  xal  hym  nowth  forsake. 


^^ 


And  ho  so  not  et«  my  body  nor  drynke  my  blood, 

Lyfe  in  hym  is  nevyr  a  dele ; 
Kepe  wel  this  in  mende  for  }our  good, 
every  man  save  hymself  wele. 
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Here  Jhesus  takyih  a  basyn  with  watyr  and  fowafy 
gyrt  abowtyn  kym^  and  fallyth  be/om  Petyr  on  his 
o  kne. 

Jhesui,  Another  exawmpyl  I  xal  30W  shewe^ 

How  36  xal  leve  in  charyt^ ; 
Syt  here  down  at  wordys  fewe. 

And  quat  I  do  3e,  sofre  me» 

Here  he  takyth  the  basyn  and  the  towafyj  and  doth 
as  the  roberych  seyth  be/om. 

Petrus.  Lord  !  what  wylt  thou  with  me  do  ? 

This  service  of  the  I  wyl  forsake  ; 
To  wassche  my  feet  thou  xal  not  so, — 

I  am  not  worthy  it  of  the  to  take. 

Jhesu.  Petyr  and  thou  forsake  my  servyces  alle. 

The  weche  to  30W  that  I  xal  do ; 
No  part  with  me  have  thou  xaU 

And  nevyr  com  my  blysse  onto. 

Peirus.  That  part,  Lord,  we  wyl  not  forgo, 

We  xal  abey  his  comawndement ; 
Wasche  hed  and  hond^  we  pray  the  so. 

We  wyl  don  aftyr  thin  entent. 

Here  Jhesus  wasshyth  his  dysciputys  feet  by  and 
byy  and  tvhypyth  hem  and  kyssyth  hem  mekely^  and 
syihyn  settyth  hym  doum,  thus  seyngj 

ffrendys,  this  wasshyng  xal  now  prevayll, 

30ure  Lord  and  mayster  3e  do  me  calle ; 
And  so  I  am,  withowytn  fayl, 

3et  I  have  wassehyd  30W  alle. 
A  memory  of  this  have  3e  xall. 

That  eche  of  30W  xal  do  to  othyr. 
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With  nmbyl  hert  submyt  egal, 

Ae  eche  of  30W  Were  otherys  brother. 

Nothyng,  serys,  so  wele  plesjth  me, 

Nor  DO  lyff  tbat  man  may  lede. 
As  thei  that  levyn  in  charyt^ ; 

In  efne  I  xal  reward  here  mede. 
The  day  is  come, — I  must  precede 

flbr  to  fuifylle  the  prophecy ; 
This  nyth  for  me  je  xal  haa  dredp. 

Whan  noumber  of  pepyl  xal  on  me  ciy. 

ffbr  the  prophetys  spoke  of  me, 

And  seydyn  of  deth  that  I  xuld  take  ; 

fFro  wheche  ttetli  I  wole  not  fle, 
But  for  manoys  synne  amendys  make. 

This  nytli  fro  30W  be  led  I  xal. 

And  je  for  fer  fro  me  xal  fle ; 
Not  onys  dur  speke  whan  I  50W  calle. 

And  some  of  }ow  forsake  me. 

fibr  }0W  xal  I  dey  and  ryse  ageyn, — 

Uq  the  thrydde  dey  36  xal  me  se 
Beforn  30W  all  walkyng  playn. 

In  the  lend  of  GalyK 

Petnu,  Lord,  I  wyl  the  nevyr  forsake  I 

Nor  for  no  perellya  fro  the  fle ; 
I  wyl  rather  my  deth  take. 

Than  onys.  Lord,  forsake  the  * 

Jhetu.  Petyr,  thou  ferthere  than  thou  doyst  knowe. 
As  for  tbat  promese  loke  thou  not  make ; 

Sur  or  the  cok  hath  twyes  crowe, 
Th  ryes  thou  xal  me  forsake. 
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But  all  my  frendys,  that  am  me  dere. 
Late  us  go,  the  tyroe  drawy th  ny ; 

We  may  no  lengere  abydyn  here, 
ffor  I  must  walke  to  Betany^ 
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The  tyme  is  come,  the  day  drawyth  nere. 

Onto  my  deth  I  must  in  hast ; 
Now,  Petyr,  make  halle  thi  felawys  chere. 

My  flesche  for  fere  is  qwakyng  fast. 

Here  Jhesus  goth  to  Betany-ward^  and  Ms  dysegsulys 
folwyng  with  sad  contenawns,  J/iesus  seyng^ 
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Now,  my  dere  &endys  and  bretheryn  echone, 
Remembyr  tiie  wordys  that  I  xal  sey  ; 

The  lyme  is  come  that  I  must  gon. 
ffor  to  fulfylle  the  prophesey. 

That  is  seyd  that  I  xal  dey, 

The  fendys  power  fro  30W  to  flem  ; 

Weche  detb  I  wole  not  deney, 

Mannys  sowle  my  spouse  for  to  redem. 

The  oyle  of  mercy  ia  grawntyd  playn 

Be  this  jorn^  that  I  xal  take  ; 
Be  my  fadyr  I  am  sent  sertayo, 

Betwyx  God  and  man  an  ende  to  make. 


Man  for  my  brother  may  I  not  forsake, 
Nor  shewe  hym  unkendenesse  be  no  wey ; 

In  peynys  for  hym  my  body  schal  schake, 
And  for  love  of  man,  man  xal  dey. 

Here  Jhesus  and  hit  discipules  go  toward  the  motmt 
of  Olyvet ;  attd  whan  he  comyth  a  lytyl  ther  besyde, 
in  a  place  lyche  to  a  park,  he  byddyt  his  dyscipules 
ahyde  hym  ther,  and  seyth  to  Petyr  or  he  gothf 

Petyr,  with  thi  fielawye  here  xalt  thou  abyde, 

And  weche  tyl  I  come  ageyn  ; 
I  must  make  my  prayere  here  30U  besyde, 

My  flesche  qwakyth  sore  for  fere  and  peyn. 


THE  BETRATING  OF  CHRIST.  S81 

Petrus,  Lord,  thi  request  doth  me  constreyn ; 

In  this  place  I  xal  abyde  stylle 
Not  remeve  tyl  that  thou  coroyst  ageyn, 

In  confermyng.  Lord,  of  thi  wylle. 

Here  Jhesu  goth  to  Olyvet  and  settyth  hym  dou*ne 
on  his  kneSy  and  pray  th  to  hisfadyr^  thus  seyngy 

O,  ffadyr !  fieulyr  !  for  my  sake 

This  gret  passyon  thou  take  fro  me 
Weche  am  ordeyned  that  I  xal  take, 

3yf  mannys  sowle  savyd  may  be. 
And  3yf  it  behove,  Fadyr,  for  me 

To  save  mannys  sowle  that  xuld  spylle, 
I  am  redy  in  eche  degr^, 

The  vyl  of  the  for  to  fulfylle. 

Here  Jhesus  got  he  to  his  dyscipulis  andfyndyth  hem 
sclepyng,  Jhesus  thus  seyng  to  Petyr^ 

Petyr !  Petyr  !  thou  slepyst  fast, 

Awake  thi  felawys  and  sclepe  no  more ; 
Of  my  deth  3e  are  not  agast, 

3e  take  30ur  rest  and  I  peyn  sore. 

Here  Cryst  goth  ageyn  the  second  iyme  to  Olyvet^ 
and  seyth  knelyng, 

fiadyr  in  hevyn,  I  beseche  the 

Remeve  my  peynes  be  thi  gret  grace. 
And  lete  me  fro  this  deth  fle. 

As  I  dede  nevyr  no  trespace  ! 
The  watyr  and  blood  owth  of  my  face, 

Dystyllyth  for  peynes  that  I  xal  take  ; 
My  flesche  qwakyth  in  ferful  case. 

As  thow  the  joyntes  asondre  xuld  schake. 

Here  Jhesus  goth  a^en  to  his  discipulis  andfyndyth 
hem  asclepe  ;  Jhesus  thus  seyng j  latyng  hem  lyne, 
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Swiji,  the  Uirjdde  tyme  I  come  ageyn, 

ffuUcH.-lw  niyn  erdon  for  to  spede ; 
Ddjrwr  ine,  Podyr,  fro  this  peyn, 

Wrcbe  is  rMlocyd  with  ful  gret  drede. 
Ontu  thi  suoe,  Fadyr,  take  hede  ! 

Thou  orotyst  I  dede  neryr  dede  but  good  ! 
It  t*  Dot  for  nw  this  peyn  I  lede. 

Bat  for  nnii  I  swete  botbe  watyr  and  blode. 

Bin  «M  aamgtl  detcrtidtfih  lo  Jhrsm,  mid  bryMgyth 
tt,  ^ffm  ■  tkaitfs^  vith  an  host  thtrin. 

j/tigttaa.  H»tI,  bothe  God  and  tnau  tndode  I 

Th*  Adyr  imtik  ant  tbe  this  present, — 
H»  twl  tbkt  thou  xuldyst  not  drede. 

But  RlUyUe  his  cntent. 
A*  the  parli^tui'ut  of  hefne  hath  ment 

That  ntannj-s  soirle  x&l  now  redemyd  be ; 
ffrom  h«>fDei  to  h^rd.  Lord,  thou  wore  sent. 

That  ded?  appendyth  onto  the. 

This  chalys  ys  thi  blood,  this  bred  is  thi  body. 

Sot  aiaonys  syooe  eryr  ofleryd  xal  be ; 
To  tbe  fadyr  of  beflbe  that  is  ahnythty, 

Thi  dyscipuUs  and  alle  pnstbood  xal  oSere  fore  the. 

Here  /Ac  ataigrt  ascemijfth  ayn  sodegnly. 

JAetu.  fiadyr,  thiwyl  ffalfyUyd  xal  be. 

It  is  Dowth  to  say  ajeos  tbe  cmae ; 
I  xal  fulfylle  the  propbe^. 

And  sofre  detb  Sbr  roaimys  tre^wea. 

Bere  goth  Cryst  ageym  to  his  tfyscipiiiys,  arndfymfyth 
hxm  Klepyng  stylU. 

Awake,  Petyr,  thi  rest  is  ful  Ituig ; 
■dep  thou  wylt  make  no  delay : 
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Judas  is  redy,  with  pepyl  strong. 

And  doth  his  part  me  to  betray. 
Byse  up,  serys,  I  30U  pray  ! 

Onclose  30ur  eyne  for  my  sake ; 
We  xal  walke  into  the  way. 

And  sen  hem  come  that  xul  me  take. 

Petyr,  whan  thou  seyst  I  am  forsake 

Amonge  myn  frendys,  and  stond  alone, 
AUe  the  cher  that  thou  kanst  make, 

Geve  to  thi  bretheryn  everychone. 

Here  Jhesus  with  his  dyscipulis  goth  into  theplacey 
and  ther  xal  come  in  a  x.  personys  weyl  be-seen  in  white 
ameys,  and  breganderes,  and  some  dysgysed  in  odyr 
garmentesy  tvith  swerdysj  gleyvysy  and  other  siraunge 
wepoHSj  as  cressettysy  with  feyr  and  lantemys  and 
torchis  lyth  ;  and  Judas  formest  of  al  conveyng  hem 
to  Jhesu  be  contenawns,   Jhesus  thus^ 

Serys,  in  3our  wey  3e  have  gret  hast 

To  seke  hym  that  wyl  not  fle ; 
Of  30W  I  am  ryth  nowth  agast, — 

Telle  me,  serys,  whom  seke  3e  ? 
Leyon.  Whom  we  seke  here  I  telle  the  now, 

A  tretour  is  worthy  to  suffer  deth  ^ 
We  knowe  he  is  here  among  30W,— 

His  name  is  Jhesus  of  Na3areth. 

Jhesu.  Serys,  I  am  here  that  wyl  not  fle. 

Do  to  me  all  that  3e  kan ; 
Forsothe  I  telle  30W  I  am  he, 

Jhesus  of  Na3areth,  that  same  man. 

Here  alle  the  Jewysfalle  sodeynly  to  the  erde^whan 
thei  here  Cryst  speke^  and  qwhan  byddyth  hem  rysyn^ 
thei  rysyn  a^en^  Cryst  thus  seyngf 
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Aryse,  serys,  whom  eeke  je?  fast  have  36  gon. 

Is  howth  jour  comyng  hedyr  for  me  ? 
I  stond  beforn  jow  here  echuiie, 

That  je  may  me  bothe  knowe  and  se. 
Rufyne.  Jhesus  of  Nftjareth  we  3eke, 

And  we  myth  hym  here  aspye. 
Jhesu.  I  told  30W  now  with  wordys  meke, 

Befom  jow  alle,  that  it  was  I- 

Judas.  Welcome,  Jhesu,  my  mayster  dere, 

I  have  the  sowth  in  many  a  place ! 
I  am  ful  glad  I  fynd  the  here. 

For  1  wyst  nevyr  wher  thow  wace. 

ffere  Judas  ki/ssyth  Jftesus,  and  anoon  alle  the  Jenys 
come  ahoivth  fii/m,  and  lei/  liamlya  <yii  hj/m,  and ptiltyn 
as  thei  were  wode,  and  makyn  on  hym  a  gret  cry  alle 
at  anys  ;  and  aftyr  this,  Petyr  seyth, 

I  drawe  my  swerd  now  this  sel ; 
Xal  I  Bmyt«,  mayster  f*  fayn  wolde  I  wete  I 

And  forthwith  he  tmytyth  of  Malehus  here,  and  he 
cryeth  "  Help  myn  here .'  myn  here !"  and  Qrytt  blyatyth 
it,  and  ty»  hoi. 

Jhesus.  Put  thy  awerd  in  the  fihede  fiiyr  and  wel, 

ffor  he  that  smyth  with  Bwerd,  with  swerd  xal  be  smete. 

A !  Judas,  this  treson  cowntyrfetyd  hast  thou ! 

And  that  thou  xalt  ful  sore  repent ! 
Thou  haddjst  be  bettyr  a  ben  unborn  now, 

Tbi  body  and  sowie  thou  hast  shent ! 

Gamalyel.    Lo,  Jhesus  !  thou  mayst  not  the  cace  refuse, 
Bothe  treson  and  eresye  in  the  is  &wnde ; 
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Stody  now  fast  on  thin  excuse, 

Whylys  that  thou  gost  in  oordys  bownde. 
Thou  kallyst  the  kyng  of  this  werd  rownde. 

Now  lete  me  se  thi  gret  powere. 
And  save  thiself  here,  hool  and  sownde, 

And  brynge  the  out  of  this  dawngere. 

Leyon.  Bryng  forth  this  tretoure,  spare  hym  nowth  ! 

Onto  Cayphas  thi  jewge  we  xal  the  lede. 
In  many  a  place  we  have  the  sowth. 

And  to  thi  werkys  take  good  hede. 

Rufyne.  Com  on,  Jhesus,  and  folwe  me ; 

I  am  ful  glad  that  I  the  have ; 
Thou  xalt  ben  hangyn  upon  a  tre, — 

A  melyon  of  gold  xal  the  not  save  ! 
Leyon*  Lete  me  leyn  hand  on  hym  in  heye. 

Onto  his  deth  I  xal  hym  bryng ; 
Shewe  forth  thi  wychecrafte  and  nygramansye ; 

What  helpyth  ye  now  al  thi  fals  werkyng? 

Jhe9u.  ffrendySy  take  hede  3e  don  unryth, 

So  unkendely  with  cordys  to  bynd  me  here ; 
And  thus  to  falle  on  me  be  nyth, 

As  thow  I  were  a  thevys  fere. 
Many  tyme  befom  30W  I  dede  apere ; 

Withinne  the  temple  sen  me  3e  have. 
The  lawys  of  God  to  teche  and  lere. 

To  hem  that  wele  here  sowlys  sawe. 

Wy  dede  3e  not  me  dysprave, 

And  herd  me  preche,  both  lowd  and  lowe  ? 
But  now  as  wood  men  3e  gynne  to  rave. 

And  do  thyng  that  3e  notwth  knove. 
Gamaliel.  Serys,  I  charge  30W  not  o  word  more  this  nyth. 

But  onto  Cayphas  in  hast  loke  3e  hym  lede ; 
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Have  hym  forth  with  gret  dyspyte, 
Ad<1  to  his  wordye  take  36  dod  hede. 

Here  the  Jewys  leUe  Cryst  oute  of  the  place  with  gret  ay 
and  noyse,  some  dratvyng  Cn/st  forward  and  some  bakward, 
and  no  ledyng  forth  with  lure  weponys  alofie,  and  lytys 
brennytig.  jind  in  the  mcne  tytne  Marye  Magdalene  jral 
rennyn  to  oitre  Lady,  and  telle  here  of  oure  iMrdys  takyng, 
thus  seyng. 


Maria  Matfdelem.  O,  inmaculatemodyr.ofallew 

O  devowtest,  in  holy  inedytacyon  evyr  abydyog ! 
The  cawse,  Lady,  that  I  to  30ur  person  seke, 

Is  to  wetyn  yf  36  heryn  ony  tydyng 
Of  jour  swete  sone,  and  my  reverent  Lord  Jhesu, 

Tliat  was  jour  dayly  solas, — jour  gostly  coneolacyon ! 
Mary.  I  wold  je  xuld  telle  me,  Mawdelyn,  and  je  knew, 

ffor  to  here  of  hym  it  is  alle  myn  affeccyoD. 


Maria  Magdalene.    I  wold  fayn  telle,  Lady,  and  I  myth  for 
wepyng, 

For  Gothe,  Lady,  to  the  Jewys  he  ie  solde  ; 
With  cordys  thei  have  hym  bownde  and  have  hym  in  hepyng. 

The  hym  bety  spetously,  and  have  hym  foat  in  holde. 
Maria  Virgo.  A !  A !  A !  how  myn  hert  is  colde  \ 

A !  hert  hard  as  ston,  how  mayst  thou  lest  ? 
Whan  these  sorweful  tydyngys  are  the  told, 

So  wold  to  God,  hert,  that  thou  mytyst  brest. 


A  1  Jhesu  1  Jhesu  !  Jhesu  1  Jhesu  I 

Why  xuld  36  aofere  this  trybulacyon  and  advercyt^? 
How  may  thei  fynd  in  here  hertys  ym  to  pursewe. 

That  nevyr  trespacyd  in  no  manor  degr^  P 
For  nevyr  thyng  but  that  was  f^ood  tbowth  }e, 

Wherfore  than  xuld  36  sofer  this  gret  peyn  ? 
I  suppoce  veryly  it  is  for  the  tresspace  of  me, 

And  I  wj'st  that  myn  hurt  xuld  cleve  on  tweyn. 
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ffor  these  langowrjs  may  I  susteyn, 

The  swerd  of  sorwe  hath  so  thyrlyd  my  meeode  ; 
Alas !  what  may  I  do  ?  alas  !  what  may  I  seyn  ? 

These  proogys  mjm  herte  asondyr  thei  do  rende« 

O  ffiaulyr  of  hefiie  !  wher  ben  al  thi  behestjrs 

That  thou  promysyst  me,  whan  a  modyr  thou  me  made? 

Thi  blyssyd  sone  I  bare  betwyx  tweyn  bestys, 
And  now  the  bry  th  colour  of  his  face  doth  fisule. 

O  good  fadyr !  why  woldyst  thi^  thin  owyn  dere  sone  xal  sofre 
al  this? 
And  dede  he  nevyr  a}  ens  thi  precept,  but  evyr  was  obedyent ; 
And  to  every  creature  most  petyful,  most  jentyl,  and  benygn 
i-wys. 
And  now  for  alle  these  kendnessys  is  now  most  shameful 
schent. 

Why  wolt  thou^  gracyous  Fadyr,  that  it  xal  be  so? 

May  man  not  ellys  be  savyd  be  non  other  kende  ? 
3et,  Lord  Fadyr,  than  that  xal  comforte  myn  wo, 

Whan  man  is  savyd  be  my  chylde,  and  browth  to  a  good 
ende. 

Now,  dere  sone,  syn  thou  hast  evyr  be  so  ful  of  mercy, 
That  wylt  not  spare  thiself  for  the  love  thou  hast  to  man  i 

On  alle  mankend  now  have  thou  pety, 

And  also  thynk  on  thi  modyr,  that  hevy  woman. 
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Primus  doctor.  O  thou  altitude  of  al  gostly  lycfaea ! 

O  thou  incompreheosibele  of  grete  excylleace  I 
O  thou  luminarye  of  pure  lyghtnes  ! 

Shete  oute  tlii  bemys  outyl  this  audyons. 

Secundum  doctor.  O  fili  Altissimi !  clepyd  by  eternalyt^!  I 
Hele  this  congregacion  with  the  salve  of  thi  passyon  ! 

And  we  prey  the,  Spiritus  paraclyt^ ! 

With  the  ffyre  of  thi  love  to  slake  alle  detraccion. 

Prirnia  doctor.  To  the  pepyl  not  lernyd  I  stonde  as  a  techer, 

Of  this  processyon  to  seve  informacion ; 
Aod  to  them  that  be  lernyd,  as  a  gostly  precher, 

That  in  my  rehersayl  they  may  have  delectadon. 

Secwuba  doctor.  Welcome  of  the  apoateyls,  the  gloryous  qweie, 
Synt  Petyr  jour  prynce  and  eke  jour  presydent, 

And  Andrewe  jour  half  brother,  togedyr  in  Sen, 
Tliat  ffyrst  Sbwlyd  Ctyst  be  on  assent. 

Primut  doctor.  O  je  tweyn  luminaryes,  Jamys  and  John ! 

Contynually  brenojmg  as  bryght  as  the  soon  bem  \ 
With  the  chene  of  charyt^,  botbe  knyt  in  on. 

And  ofieryd  of  jour  modyr  to  Cryst  in  Jherusalem. 


Semndus  doctor.  Welcome,  Pbelypp,  that  convertyd  Samaryao  I 
And  convertyd  the  tresorere  of  tlie  qwene  Cabdas ! 
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With  Jamys  the  lesser,  that  apud  Jherosolyman 

Was  made  fyrst  patryarke,  by  the  ordenauns  of  Cephas. 

Primus  doctor.  Heyl,  Mathew  the  apostel  and  also  Evangelyst ! 

That  was  clepyd  to  the  fflok  of  gostly  conversacion 
ffrom  thyrknes  of  concyens  that  }e  were  in  ifest, 

With  Bertjlmew  that  ffled  alle  carnalle  temptacion. 

Secundus  doctor.  Heyl,  Symeon  Zelotes !  thus  be  30ur  name, 
And  Judas,  that  bothe  wel  lovyd  oure  Lord ! 

Therffore  3e  have  bothe  joye  and  g^me, 
Wher  nevyr  is  sstryff  but  good  acorde. 

Primus  doctor*  Heyl,  Poul,  grett  doctour  of  the  fTeyth, 

And  vessel  chosyn  be  trewe  eleccion ! 
Heyl  Thomas,  of  whom  the  gospel  seyth, 

In  Crystys  wounde  was  jour  refleccion  ! 

Secundus  doctor.  Heyl,  John  Baptyst,  most  sovereyn  creature 
That  evyr  was  born  be  naturalle  consey vyng ! 

And  hyest  of  prophetys,  as  wytnessyth  Scrypture  ; 
Heyl  voys  that  in  desert  was  allewey  cryeng  ! 

fFhat  tyme  that  procession  is  entered  into  the  plcice^  and 
the  Herowdys  takyn  his  schqffalde^  and  Pylat  and  Annas  and 
Cayphas  here  schqffhldys  ;  also  than  come  ther  an  exposytour^ 
in  doctorys  wede^  thus  seyng, 

Contemplacio,  Sofreynes  and  frendys,  je  mut  alle  be  gret  with 
gode; 

Grace,  love,  and  charytt^  evyr  be  30U  among ; 
The  maydenys  sone  preserve  50U  that  for  man  deyd  on  rode ; 

He  that  is  o  Grod  in  personys  thre,  defende  30U  fro  four  fon ! 

Be  the  leve  and  soferauns  of  allemythty  God, 
We  intendyn  to  precede  the  matere  that  we  lefte  the  last 
3ere;  u 
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Wherefore  we  beseche  jow  that  3our  wyllys  bo  good, 

To  kepe  the  passyon  in  3our  roenile  that  xal  be  ehewyd  hem. 

The  last  3ere  we  shewyd  here  how  oura  Lord  for  love  of  man 
Cam  to  the  cety  of  Jherusalem  mekely  his  deth  to  lake } 

Aod  how  he  made  hismawnde,  his  body  3evyng  tliao, 
To  his  apostelyE  evyr  with  us  to  abydyn  for  inannye  sake. 

In  that  mawnd  he  was  betrayd  of  Judas,  that  bym  solde 
To  the  Jewya  for  xxx"'  platys  to  delyvyr  hjm  that  nyth. 

With  Bwerdys  and  gley  vys  to  Jhesu  they  come  with  the  tretour 
bolde, 
And  toke  hym  amonges  his  apostelys  about  mj-ndnyth. 

Now  wold  we  precede,  how  he  was  browth  than 
Beforn  Annas  and  Oayplias,  and  aythe  beforn  Pylate : 

And  so  forth  in  his  passyon  how  mekely  he  toke  it  for  man, 
Besekyng  3011  for  mede  of  3our  soulys  to  take  good  hede 
theratte. 

Here  the  Herotundys  xal  shewe  hymselfand  spehe. 

Herodea  Rex.   Now  sees  of  3our  talkyng,  and  gevytli  lordly 
audyeiice  j 

Not  o  word  I  charge  30W,  that  ben  here  present. 
Noon  so  hardy  to  presume  in  my  hey  presence 

To  oniose  hese  lyppys  ageyne  myn  intent. 
I  am  Herowde,  of  Jewys  kyng  most  reverent, 

Tlie  lawys  of  Mahownde  my  powere  xal  fortefye ; 
Revorcns  to  that  Lord  of  grace  moost  excyllent, 

fTor  be  his  powere  alle  thinge  doth  multyplye. 

3ef  ony  Crystyn  be  bo  hardy  his  feyth  to  denye. 

Or  onys  to  erre  ageyns  his  lawe  ; 
On  gebettys  with  cheynes  I  xal  hangyn  hym  heye, 

And  with  wylde  hors  tho  traytorys  xal  J  drawe. 
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To  kylle  a  thowsand  Crystyn  I  gyf  not  an  hawe  ; 

To  se  hem  hangyn  or  brent  to  me  is  very  plesauns, 
To  dry vyn  hem  into  doongenys  dragonys  to  knawe. 

And  to  rendo  here  flescbe  and  bonys  onto  here  Bustenauns. 

John  the  Baptyst  crystenyd  Cryst,  and  so  he  dede  many  on, 

Therfore  myself  dede  hym  brynge  o  dawe ; 
It  is  I  that  dede  hym  kylle,  I  telle  50U  everychon, 

ffbr  and  he  had  go  forth  he  zuld  a  dystroyd  our  lawe. 
Where  as  Crystyn  apperyih  to  me  is  gret  grevauns. 

It  peyny  th  myn  hert  of  the  tretowrys  to  here ; 
ffor  the  lawys  of  Mahownde  I  have  in  governawns, 

The  whiche  I  wele  kepe>  that  Lord  hath  no  pere  I 
ffbr  he  is  Qod  most  prudent  1 
Now  I  charge  30Uy  my  lordys,  that  ben  here, 
Yf  any  Cryst3m  doggys  here  doth  apere, 
Bryng  tho  tretores  to  my  hey  powere, 

And  thei  xal  have  sone  jewgement 

Primus  mUei.  My  sovereyn  Lord,  heyest  of  excillens, 

In  50U  alle  jewgement  is  termynabyle; 
Alle  Crystyn  dogges  that  do  not  here  dyligens, 

3e  put  hem  to  peynes  that  ben  inportable. 
Secundus  miles.  Nothing  in  30U  may  be  more  comendable, 

As  to  dysstroye  tho  traytores  that  erre 
Ageyn  oure  lawys,  that  ben  most  profytable ; 

Be  rythwysnesse  that  lawe  3e  must  proSerre. 

Rex  Herowdes,  Now«  be  gloryous  Mahownd,  my  sove- 
reyn Savyour, 
These  promessys  I  make,  as  I  am  trewe  knyth ! 
Thoo  that  excede  his  lawys  by  ony  errour. 

To  the  most  xamefullest  deth  I  xal  hem  dyth. 
But  o  thyng  is  sore  in  my  gret  delyte, 

Ther  is  on  Jhesus  of  Na3areth,  as  men  me  tellyth ; 
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Of  that  mao  I  desyre  to  han  a  sytlite, 

ffor  with  many  gret  wondrys  oure  lawe  he  fellyth. 

The  son  of  God  hymself  he  callyth. 

And  kyiig  of  Jewys  he  seyth  is  he, 
And  many  woundrys  of  hym  he  fallyth — 

My  hert  degyrjth  hyni  for  to  se. 
Seres,  yf  that  he  come  in  this  cowntr^, 

With  oure  jurresdyccion  loke  je  aspye. 
And  anon  that  he  be  brouth  onto  me. 

And  the  trewth  myself  than  x&l  trye. 

Primus  mUex.  Tomorwe  my  jorn^  I  xal  begynne, 

To  Eeke  Jhesus  with  my  dew  diiygcns ; 
jyf  he  come  jour  provynce  withinne. 

He  xal  not  aekape  jour  hey  presens. 
Secundut  miles.  Myn  sovereyn,  this  is  my  cowncel  t1 
je  xal  take, 

A  man  that  is  bothe  wyse  and  stronge, 
Thurwe  alle  Galyld  a  serge  to  make, 

Yf  Jhesu  be  enteryd  jour  pepyl  among, 
Corrette  hese  dedys  that  be  do  wronge, 

ffor  his  body  is  undyr  jour  bayle. 
As  men  talkyn  hem  among. 

That  he  was  born  in  Galyl4. 
Bex.  Thanne  of  these  materys,  serys,  take  hede ; 

fibr  a  whyle  I  wele  ine  rest, 
Appetyde  requyryth  me  so  indede, 

And  ffesyk  tetlyth  me  it  is  the  best. 


XXX.  THE  TRIAL  OF  CHRIST. 


Here  xaX  a  nuMonger  com  into  the  place  retmyng  and 
criyng  <'  I\fdyngjfs  I  tydynges  t "  and  $o  raumd  abowth 
iheplaeCj "  Jhaus  of  NayaretA  is  take  I  Jhesus  qfNa^a- 
reth  is  take  !  **  and  forthwith  heyhfng  the  piynces,  thus 

Massanger.  Alle  heyle,  my  lordys,  princys  of  prestys ! 

Sere  Cayphas  and  sere  Annas,  lordys  of  the  lawe ! 
Tydynges  I  brynge  50U,  reseyve  them  in  30ur  brestys ; 

Jhesus  of  Na5areth  is  take,  therof  50  may  be  &we  1 
He  xal  be  browth  hedyr  to  30U  anon ; 

I  telle  30U  trewly  with  a  gret  rowth, — 
Whan  he  was  take  I  was  hem  among, 

And  ther  was  I  ner  to  kachyd  a  clowte. 

Malcus  bar  a  lanteme  and  put  hym  in  pres, 

Anoon  he  had  a  towche  and  of  went  his  ere ! 
Jhesus  bad  his  dyscyple  put  up  his  swerd  and  ces. 

And  sett  Malcus  ere  ageyn  as  hool  as  it  was  ere  I 
So  mot  y  the,  methowut  it  was  a  strawnge  syth  1 

Whan  we  cam  fyrst  to  hym^  he  cam  us  ageyn. 
And  haskyd  whom  we  sowth  that  tyme  of  nyth  ? 

We  seyd  Jhesus  of  Na3areth,  we  wolde  have  hym  &yn. 

And  he  seyd,  *<  it  is  I  that  am  here  in  30ur  syth ;" 
With  that  word  we  ovyrthrowyn  bakward  everychone. 

And  some  on  her  bakkys  lyeng  uprytb. 
But  standyng  upon  fote  manly  ther  was  not  on. 
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Cryst  stode  on  his  fete  as  meka  as  a  lorn, 

And  we  loyn  stylle  lyche  ded  men  tyl  he  bad  us  ryse ; 
Wlian  we  were  up,  fast  handys  we  leyd  hym  upon, 

But  set  me  thought  I  was  not  plesyd  with  the  newe  gyse- 

Therfore  takyth  now  )Oui-  fowncel  and  avyse  }ou  ryth 
wey]. 

And  beth  lyth  ware  that  he  make  30U  not  fimat ; 
fl'ur  be  my  thryfte  I  dare  sweryn  at  this  seyl, 

38  xal  fynde  hym  a  strawnge  watt ! 

Here  bryvy  thei  Jhesiia  befom  j^nnus  and  Cayjihas, 
and  on  xal  aeyn  thus, 

Li)  I  lo!  lordys,  here  is  the  man 

That  ;e  seat  us  fore. 
Annat.  Therfore  we  cone  30U  thanke  than, 

And  reward  30  xal  have  the  more. 

Jhesus,  thou  art  welcome  hedyr  to  oure  presens; 

Ful  oftyn  tymes  we  han  the  besyly  do  suwth; 
We  payd  to  thi  dyscyple  for  tlie  thretty  pens, 

And  as  an  ox  or  an  hors  we  trewly  the  bowth. 
Therfore  now  art  oure  as  thou  standyst  us  before; 

Sey,  why  thou  ast  trobeljrd  us  and  subver^d  oure  la  we  P 
Thou  hast  ofte  concludyd  us,  and  so  thou  hast  do  more, 

VV'herfore  it  were  ful  nedful  to  bryng  the  a  dawe. 

Cayphas.  What  arn  thi  dysciplya  that  folwyn  the  aboute  ? 

And  wliat  is  thi  doctryne  that  thou  dost  preche  ? 
Telle  me  now  somewhath,  and  bryng  us  out  of  doute, 

'I'hat  we  may  lo  otiiere  men  thi  prechyng  forth  t«che. 
J^hesus.  Al  tymes  that  I  have  prechyd,  opyu  it  was  don 

In  the  synagog  or  in   the  temple,  where  that  alle 
*"  Jewys  com  : 

Aske  Item  what  I  have  seyd,  and  also  what  I  have  dou  ; 

Thei  COD  telle  Uie  my  wordys,  aske  hem  evei^chone. 
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Primus  Judeus.  What  thou,  fela  ?  to  whom  speky«t  thou  ? 

Xalt  thou  so  speke  to  a  buschop  ? 
Thou  xalt  have  on  the  cheke,  I  make  a  vow, 

And  5et  therto  a  knok. 

Here  he  xal  emyte  Jhesus  on  the  cheke, 

Jhesus,  Y£  I  have  seyd  amys, 

Therof  wytnesse  thou  mayst  here ; 
And  yf  I  have  seyd  but  weyl  in  this, 

Tho[u]  dost  amys  me  to  dere  1 

Annas.  Serys,  takyth  hed  now  to  this  man, 

That  he  dystroye  not  oure  lawe ; 
And  brynge  36  wyttnesse  a3en8  hym  that  he  can, 

So  that  he  may  be  browt  of  dawe. 
PrimtM  doctor.  Sere,  this  I  herd  hym  with  his  owyn 
mowth  seyn, — 

Brekyth  down  this  temple  without  delay. 
And  I  xal  settynt  up  ageyn 

As  hool  as  it  was,  by  the  thrydde  day. 

Secundtis  doctor,  3  a,  ser,  and  I  herd  hym  seyn  also 

That  he  was  the  Sone  of  God ; 
And  3et  many  a  fole  wenyth  so, 

I  durst  leyn  theron  myn  hed. 
3a  !  3a !  and  I  herd  hym  preche  meche  thyng. 

And  a3ens  oure  lawe  everyd^ ; 
Of  wheche  it  were  longe  to  make  rekenyng, 

To  tellyn  alle  at  this  seel. 

Cayphas.  What  seyst  now,  Jhesus  ?  whi  answeryst  not  ? 

Heryst  not  what  is  seyd  a3ens  the  ? 
Spek  man,  spek  !  spek,  thou  fop  ! 

Hast  thou  scorn  to  speke  to  me  ? 
Heryst  not  in  how  many  thynges  thei  the  acuse  ? 
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Now  I  nlmrge  the  and  conjure,  be  the  sonne  anil  tlie  mone, 
Tliat  thou  telle  us  and  thou  be  Goddy s  sone  I 

Jhetvs.  Goddye  Eone  I  am,  I  sey  not  nay  to  the .' 

And  that  yi  alle  xal  se  domys-day, 
Whan  the  sone  xal  come  in  gret  powere  and  mageste, 

And  derae  the  qweke  and  dede,  as  I  the  say. 
Catjphas.  A  !  out !  out .'  alias  I  what  is  this  P 

Heryth  36  not  how  he  blasfemyth  God  ? 
What  nedyth  us  to  have  more  wytness  ? 

Here  je  han  herd  alle  his  owjn  word  ! 
Thyuk  36  not  he  is  worthy  to  dey  ? 

Et  clamabant  omnes.  "  31/i.'  )y«/  j,y.!.'  ulle  w€  icye 
he  is  worthy  to  dey,  ja .'  3a .'  3a .'" 

jinnas.  Takyth  hym  to  jow  and  betytb  hym  som  del, 
Sur  hese  blasfemyng  at  this  sel. 

Here  ihei  xal  bete  Jhesus  about  the  hed  and  the  body, 
and  spyttyn  in  his  face,  and  pullyn  hym  down,  and 
settyn  hym  on  a  stol,  and  castyn  a  cloth  ovyr  his  face  ; 
and  the  fyrst  xal  seyn. 

Primus  Jadaus.  A  !  felawys,  beware  what  3e  do  to  this 

man, 
ffor  he  prophecye  weyl  kau. 

Secundtts  Judaus.  That  xal  be  asayd  be  this  batte. 
What  thou,  Jhesus  ?  ho  ja£F  the  that  ? 

Etpercuciet  atgter  caput. 

Tertiua  Judams.  Whar?  whar?  now  wole  I 
Wetyn  how  he  can  prophecy. 

Ho  was  that? 
Quartiu  Judteus.   A  1  and  now  wole  I  a  newe  game 

begynne, 
That  we  mon  pley  at  alle  that  arn  hereinne ; 
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Whele  and  pylle !  whele  and  pylle  ! 
Comytb  to  halle  ho  so  wylle. 
Ho  was  that  ? 

Here  xal  the  woman  came  to  Jewye  a$id  sejfn. 

Prima  ancUla.  What,  seiys,  how  take  30  on  with  this 

man? 
Se  36  not  on  of  hese  dysciplys  how  he  beheldyth  30U  than. 

Here  xal  the  tother  woman  sej/n  to  Peter , 

Secunda  aneiOa.  A I  good  man  me  semyth  be  the^ 
That  thou  on  of  hese  dysciplys  xulde  be. 
Petrue.  A I  woman,  I  sey  nevyr  er  this  man, 
Syn  that  this  werd  fyrst  began. 

Et  cantabit  gallus. 

Prima  ancilla.  What?  thou  mayst  not  sey  nay,  tliou 

art  on  of  hese  men, 
Be  thi  tBice  wel  we  may  the  ken. 
Petrus.  Woman,  thou  seyst  amys  of  me ; 
I  know  hym  not ;  so  mote  I  the. 
Primus  Judaew.  A I  fela  myn,  wel  met. 
For  my  cosynys  ere  tliou  of  smet ; 
Whan  we  thi  mayster  in  the  3erd  toke, 
Than  alle  thi  ffelawys  hym  forsoke ; 
And  now  thou  mayst  not  hym  forsake. 
For  thou  art  of  Galyld,  I  undyrtake. 
Petrus.  Sere,  I  knowe  hym  not,  be  hym  that  made  me  ! 

And  30  wole  me  beleve  ffbr  an  oth, 
I  take  record  of  alle  this  compayn^. 

That  I  sey  to  30W  is  soth. 

Et  cantabit  galhte.  And  than  Jheens  xal  lokyn  on 
PetffT,  and  Petyrxdl  wepyn^  and  than  he  xalgon  out  and 
seyn^ 
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A !  wcel  away  !  weel  away !  fals  hert,  why  wylt  thuu  iiwt 
brest, 

Syn  thi  maystyr  so  cowardly  thou  liast  forsake  ? 
Alas !  qwher  xa!  I  now  on  ertbe  rest, 

Tyl  he  of  his  mercy  to  grace  wola  me  take  ? 
I  have  forsake  my  mayater  and  my  lord  Jbesu 

Tlire  tymes,  as  he  tolJe  me  that  I  xuld  do  the  same  ; 
Wherfore  I  may  not  have  sorwe  anow, 

I  synful  creature  am  so  meohe  to  blame. 

Whan  I  herd  the  cok  crowyn,  he  kest  on  me  a  loke. 
As  who  seyth,  "  bethynke  the  what  I  seyd  before  ?" 

Alas,  the  lyme  that  I  evyr  hj-m  forsoke  1 
And  so  wyl  I  thynkyn  from  hens  evyrmore, 

Cayphas.  Massangere  !   Massangcre  ! 

Massangere.  Here,  lord,  here  ! 

Cayphas.  Massanger,  to  Pylat  in  hast  thou  xatt  gon, 

And  sey  hym  we  comawnde  us  in  word  and  in  dede ; 
And  prey  hym  tliat  he  be  at  the  mot-balte  anoon, 

fFor  we  ban  gret  matore  that  he  must  nedes  spede. 
In  hast  now  go  thi  way, 

And  loke  thuu  tery  nowth. 
Massanger.  It  xal  be  do,  lord,  be  this  day, 

I  am  as  whyt  as  thought 

Here  Pylat  syttyth  in  his  skaffald,  and  the  mas- 
sanger knelylh  to  hym,  thus  seyng, 

Al  hcyl !  sere  Pylat,  that  semly  is  to  se  ! 

Prynce  of  al  this  Jurii,and  kepere  of  the  lawe  ! 
My  lord  busshop  Cayphas  comawndyd  hym  to  the, 

And  prayd  the  to  be  at  the  mot-halle  by  the  day  dawe. 
Pylat.  Go  thi  way,  praty  masaoger,  and  comawnde  mo 
also ; 

1  \dX  be  there  in  hast,  and  co  thou  mayst  say : 
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Be  the  oure  of  prime  I  xal  comyn  hem  to, 
I  tery  no  lenger,  no  make  no  delay. 

Here  the  massanger  comit  a^en  and  bryngit  an  an- 
swerer thus  seyng, 

Massanger.  Al  heyl  1  royn  lordye,  and  buschoppys,  and 
princys  of  the  lawe ! 
Ser  Pylat  comawndyth  hym  to  300,  and  bad  me  to  30U 
say. 
He  wole  be  at  the  mot-haUe  in  hast  sense  after  fbe  day 
dawe, 
He  wold  30  xuld  be  ther  be  prime  witbouth  lenger  delay. 
Cayphas.  Now  weyl  mote  thou  fare,  my  good  page; 
Take  thou  this  for  thi  massage. 

Here  enteryth  Judas  onto  the  Juun/s  thus  seyng^ 

Judas.  I  Judas  have  synnyd  and  treson  have  don, 

ffor  I  have  betrayd  this  rythful  blood ; 
Here  is  3our  mony  a3en,  alle  and  some, 

ffor  sorwe  and  thowth  I  am  wax  wood. 
Annas.  What  is  that  to  us  P  avyse  the  now. 

Thou  dedyst  with  us  covnawnt  make  ; 
Thou  seldyst  hym  us  as  hors  or  kow, 

Therfore  thin  owyn  dedys  thou  must  take ! 

Than  Judas  castyth  doum  the  monyy  and  goth  and 
hangyth  hymself. 

Cayphas.  Now,  serys,  tlie  nyth  is  passyd,  the  day  is 
come; 

It  were  tyme  this  man  had  his  jewgement ; 
And  Pylat  abydyth  in  the  root-halle  alone, 

Tyl  we  xuld  this  man  present ; 
And  therfore  go  we  now  forth  with  hym  in  hast. 

Primus  Judams.  It  xal  be  don  and  that  in  short  spas. 
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Seeundia  Jadteut.  3a  1  but  loke  yf  he  be  bownd  ryth  wel 

and  fast. 
T^tius  Judteus.  Heissaffanow!  go  we  ryth  a  good  past 

Here  thei  ledyn  Jhesu  abowt  the  place  tyl  thei  come 
to  the  halle. 

Cat/phaa.  Sere  Pylat,  takyght  hede  to  this  tiiyng  ! 

Jhesus  we  han  beforn  the  browtli, 
Wheche  owre  lawe  doth  down  brjng. 

And  mekyl  schame  he  hath  us  wrowth. 
Annas,  ffrom  this  cetye  into  the  lond  of  Galyl^, 

He  hatii  browth  oure  lawys  neyr  into  coofusyon, 
With  hese  craftys  wrowth  be  nygramancye, 

Sliewyth  to  the  pepyl  be  fals  symulacyon. 

Primus  doctor.  }a !  jet,  eer,  another  and  werst  of  alle  ! 

A3ens  Sesar,  oure  emperour  that  is  so  fre, 
Kyng  of  Jewys  he  doth  hym  calle, 

So  oure  emperoures  power  nowtb  xuld  be ! 
iiecuWu«  doctor.  Sere PylatgWekanaottellehalf  the  blame 

That  Jhesus  in  oure  country  hath  wrowth ; 
Therfore  we  charge  tho  in  the  emperoreB  name. 

That  he  %o  the  deth  in  hast  be  browth  I 

Pylat.  Wliat  seyat  to  these  compleyntys,  Jhesu  ? 

These  pepyl  hath  the  sore  acusyd, 
Bticause  thou  bryngyst  up  lawys  newe. 

That  in  oure  days  were  not  usyd. 
Jkeaua.  Of  here  accusyng  me  rowth  nowtli. 

So  that  thei  hurt  not  here  soulys  ne  non  mo. 
I  have  nowth  jet  founde  that  I  have  sowthj 

ffor  my  faderys  wyl  ffbrth  must  I  go. 

Pylat.  Jhesus,  be  this  than  I  trowe  tiiou  art  a  kyng, 
And  tlie  sone  of  God  thou  art  also, — 
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Lord  of  erth  and  of  alle  thing, — 

Telle  me  the  trowth,  if  it  be  so ! 
JheauB.  In  hefne  is  knowyn  my  fieiderys  intent. 

And  in  this  werlde  I  was  born ; 
Be  my  fadyr  I  was  hedyr  sent, 

For  to  seke  that  was  forlorn. 
Alle  that  ixm  beryn  and  m  me  belevyn. 

And  kepyn  here  feyth  stedfiastly ; 
Thow  thei  weryn  dede  I  xal  them  recuryn^ 

And  xal  them  bryng  to  blysse  endlesly. 

PUaie.  Lo!  serys,now36anerdethisman,howthynk)e? 

Thynke  50  not  alio  be  30ure  reson? 
But  as  he  seyth  it  may  wel  be, 

And  that  xulde  be  this  incheson. 
I  fynde  in  hym  non  obecyoo 

Of  errour,  nor  treson,  ne  of  no  manor  gylt ; 
The  lawe  wele  in  no  conclusyon 

Withowte  de&wth  he  xuld  be  spylt. 


doctor.  Sere  Pylat,  the  lawe  resty  th  in  the. 
And  we  knowe  veryly  his  gret  trespes ; 
To  the  emperour  this  mater  told  xal  be, 
Yf  thou  lete  Jhesus  thus  from  the  pas ! 

Pylat.  Serys,  than  telle  me  o  thyng, 
What  xal  be  his  acusy  ng  ? 
Amuim.  Sere,  we  telle  the  altogedyr„ 
flbr  his  evyl  werkys  we  browth  hym  hedyr ; 
And  yf  he  had  not  an  evyl  doere  be. 
We  xuld  not  a  browth  hym  to  the. 
Pylat.  Takyth  hym  than  after  yoiox  sawe, 
And  demyth  hym  aftjrr  ^our  lawe, 
CayphoM.  It  is  not  lefful  to  us,  je  seyn, 
No  maner  man  for  to  slen ; 
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The  cawse  why  we  bryng  lijin  to  the, 

Tiiat  he  xuld  not  oure  kyng  be. 

Weyl  thou  koowyst  kyng  we  have  non. 

But  oure  Emperour  alon. 

Pylat.  Jhesu,  thou  art  kyng  of  Jur^  ? 

Jkesus.  So  thou  seyst  now  to  me. 

Pylat.  Tel  me  than,  where  is  thi  kynghain  ? 

Jhtaus,  My  kyngham  is  not  in  this  werld, 

1  telle  the  at  o  word. 

Yf  my  kynglmm  here  had  be, 

I  xuld  not  a  he  delyveryd  to  the. 

Pylat.  Seres,  avyse  sow  as  ;e  kan. 

I  can  fynde  no  defawth  io  this  nian. 

Annas,  Sere,  here  is  a  gret  record  take  bed  therto. 

And  knowyng  gret  myschef  in  this  man ; 
And  not  only  in  o  day  or  to, 

It  is  many  3erys  syn  he  began. 
We  kan  telle  the  tyme  where  and  whan, 

That  many  a  thowsand  turnyd  hatli  he. 
As  alle  this  pepylle  record  weyl  kan. 

From  liens  into  the  lond  of  Galyl^. 

Et  clamabunt  "ja.'  ja.'  }«.'" 

Pilat.  Serys,  of  o  thyng  than  gyf  me  relacyon, 

If  Jhesus  were  outborn  in  the  lond  of  Galylye, 
ffor  we  han  no  poer,  ne  no  jurediccyon. 

Of  no  man  of  that  contre. 
Therfore  the  trewth  le  telle  me, 

And  another  wey  I  xal  provyde, — 
If  Jhesus  were  born  in  that  couotre. 

The  jugement  of  Herowdys  he  must  abyde. 

Cayphas.  Sere,  as  I  am  to  the  lawe  trewly  sworn. 
To  telle  the  trewth  I  have  no  fer ; 
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In  Galelye  I  know  that  he  was  born, 

I  can  telle  in  what  place  and  where. 
A3ens  this  no  man  may  answere, 

fibr  he  was  born  in  Bedlem  Jud^ ; 
And  this  }e  knowe,  now  alle  I  have  don  here, 

That  it  stant  in  the  lond  of  Galelye. 

Pylat.  Weyl,  serys,  syn  that  I  knowe  that  it  is  so, 

The  trewth  of  this  I  must  nedys  se : 
I  undyrstand  ryth  now  what  is  to  do, 

The  jugement  of  Jhesu  lyth  not  to  me. 
Herowde  is  kyng  of  that  countr^, 

To  jewge  that  regyon  in  lenth  and  in  brede ; 
The  jurysdyccyon  of  Jhesu  now  han  must  he, 

Therfore  Jhesu  in  hast  to  hym  3e  lede; 
In  halle  the  hast  that  ^e  may  spede, 

Lede  hym  to  the  Herownde  anon  present, 
And  sey  I  comawnde  me,  with  worde  and  dede. 

And  Jhesu  to  hym  that  I  have  sent. 
Primus  doctor.  This  erand  in  bast  sped  xal  be, 

In  alle  the  hast  that  we  can  do; 
We  xal  not  tary  in  no  degr^, 

Tyl  the  Herowdys  presens  we  come  to. 

Here  thei  take  Jhesu  and  lede  hym  in  gret  hast  to 
the  Herowde;  and  the  Herowdys  scafald  xal  unclose^ 
shewyng  Herowdes  in  astaty  alle  the  Jewys  knelyng^ 
except  Annas  and  Cayphas,  thei  xal  stondyn^  etc. 

Primus  doctor.  Heyl,  Herowde,  most  excyllent  kyng ! 

We  am  comawndyd  to  thin  presens, — 
Pylat  sendyth  tlie  be  us  gretyng. 

And  chargyth  us,  be  oure  obedyens, 
Secundus  doctor.  That  we  xuld  do  oure  dylygens 

To  bryng  Jhesus  of  Na3areth  onto  the. 
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And  cliargyth  us  to  make  no  reByatens, 

Becawse  he  was  born  in  this  eountr6. 
Annas.  We  knowe  he  hath  wrowtb  gret  foW 

Ageyns  the  lawe  sliewyd  present ; 
Therfore  Pylat  sent  hym  ontc  the, 

Tliat  thou  xiildyst  gyf  hym  jugement. 
Herowde  Rex.  Now,  be  Mahound  my  God  of  Grace ! 

Of  Pylat  this  is  a  dede  ful  kende ; 
I  forgyf  hym  now  is  gret  trespace, 

And  schal  be  his  frend  withowtyn  ende. 
Jhesus  to  rae  that  he  wole  eende, 

I  desyred  ful  sore  hym  for  to  se ; 
Gret  ose  in  this  Pylat  xal  fynde. 

And,  Jhesus,  thou  art  welcome  to  me  1 
Primus  Jvdwva.  My  sovereyn  lord,  this  is  the  case, 

The  gret  falsnesse  of  Jhesu  is  opynly  knawe ; 
Ther  was  nevyr  man  dede  so  gret  trespas, 

ffor  he  hath  almost  destroyd  oure  lawe. 
Secundus  JudtBua.  3a !  be  fals  crafte  of  soserye, 

Wrowth  opynly  to  the  pepylle  alle, 
And  be  sotyl  poyntes  of  nygramancye. 

Many  thowsandys  fro  oure  lawe  be  falle. 
Cf^has.  Most  excellent  kyng,  36  must  take  hede. 

He  wol  dystroye  alle  this  countr^,  bothe  elde  and  3yng ; 
Yf  he  ten  monthis  more  precede. 

Be  his  meraclys  and  fals  prechyng, 
He  bryngyth  the  pepyl  in  gret  fonnyng, 

And  seyth  dayly  among  hem  alle, 
That  he  is  lord  and  o£  the  Jewys  kyng, 

And  the  sone  of  God  he  doth  hym  calle. 
Bex  Herowde.  Serys,  alle  these  materys  I  have  herd  sayd, 

And  meche  more  than  38  me  telle ; 
Alletogedyr  thei  xal  be  layde, 

And  I  wyl  take  thereon  cowncelle. 
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Jhesus,  tbou  art  welcome  to  me ; 

I  kan  Pylat  gret  thank  for  his  sendyng; 
I  have  desyryd  ful  longe  the  to  se. 

And  of  thi  meracles  to  have  knowyng. 

It  is  told  me  Uiou  dost  many  a  wondyr  tliyng, 

Crokyd  to  gon  and  blynd  men  to  sen. 
And  thei  that  ben  dede  gevyst  hem  levyng. 

And  makyst  lepers  fayre  and  hool  to  ben. 
These  am  wondyr  werkys  wrougth  of  the. 

Be  what  wey  I  wolde  knowe  the  trew  sentens* 
Now  Jhesu,  I  pray  the,  lete  me  se 

O  meracle  wrougth  iu  my  presens. 
In  hast  now  do  thi  dylygens, 

And  peraventure  I  wyl  shew  fieivour  to  the ; 
ffor  now  thou  art  in  my  presens, 

Thyn  lyf  and  deth  here  ly th  in  me. 

And  here  Jhesus  xal  not  speke  no  word  to  the  Herowde. 

Jhesus,  why  spekyst  not  to  thi  kyng  ? 

What  is  the  cawse  thou  standyst  so  stylle  ? 
Thou  nowyst  I  may  deme  alle  thyng, — 

Thyn  lyf  and  deth  lyth  at  my  wylle ! 

What  ?  spek  Jhesus,  and  telle  me  why 

This  pepyl  do  the  so  here  acuse  ? 
Spare  not,  but  telle  me  now  on  he , 

How  thou  canst  thiself  excuse. 
Cayphas.  Loo !  serys,  this  is  of  hym  a  false  sotylte. 

He  wyl  not  speke  but  whan  he  lyst ; 
Thus  he  dyscey  vyth  the  pepyl  in  eche  degr^ ; 

He  is  ful  fals,  ^e  veryly  tryst. 
Rex  Herowde.  What,  thou  onhangyd  harlot,  why  wylt 
thou  not  speke  ? 

Hast  thou  skome  to  speke  onto  thi  kyng? 
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BecawsQ  thou  dost  oure  lawys  breke, 

I  trowe  thou  art  aferd  of  oure  talkyng. 
Annas.  Nay,  he  is  not  aferde,  but  of  a  fals  wyle, 

Becawse  wo  xuU  not  hym  acuse ; 
If  that  he  answerd  30W  ontylle, 

He  kDowyth  he  kan  not  hymself  excuse. 
Rex  Herowde.  What?  spek  I  say,  thou  foulyng,  evyl 
mot  thoii  fare  1 

Loke  up,  the  devyl  mote  the  cheke  I 
Seres,  bete  his  body  with  scorges  bare. 

And  asay  to  make  hym  for  to  speke  t 
Primus  Judwm.  !t  xal  be  do  withoutyn  tfryeng, — 

Come  on,  thou  tretour,  evyl  mot  thou  the ! 
Whylt  thou  not  speke  onto  oure  kyng? 

A  new  lesson  we  xal  lere  the  t 

Here  thei  pulle  of  Jhesus  clothts,  and  beh/n  hym  with 
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Secundus  Judcnta.  Jhesus,  thi  bonys  we  xal  not  breke, 

But  we  xal  make  the  to  skyppe ! 
Thou  hast  lost  thi  tooge,  thou  mayst  not  speke. 

Thou  xalt  asay  now  of  this  whippe. 
Teriius  Judaus.  Serys,  take  these  whyppys  in  jour  boode, 

And  spare  not  whyl  thei  last ; 
And  bete  this  tretoure  that  here  doth  stonde, 

I  trowe  that  he  wyl  speke  in  hast. 

And  qwhan  thei  han  betyn  hym  tyl  he  is  alle  blody, 
than  the  Herownd  seyth, 

Sees,  seres,  I  comawnde  30U  be  name  of  the 
devyl  of  helle  1 
Jhesus,  thynkyst  this  good  game? 
Thou  art  strong,  to  aufiyr  schame, 
Tbou  haddyst  levyr  he  betyn  lame, 

Than  thi  defowtys  for  to  tdtft. 
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But  I  wyl  not  thi  body  alle  spyl, 

Nor  put  it  here  into  more  peyn ; 
Serys^  takyth  Jhesus  at  30ur  owyn  wyl, 

And  lede  hym  to  Pylat  horn  ageyn. 
Grete  hym  weyl,  and  telle  hym  serteyn, 

Alle  my  good  frenchep  xal  he  have ; 
I  gjrf  hym  powere  of  Jhesus,  thus  ^e  hym  seyn, 

Whether  he  wole  hym  dampne  or  save. 
Primus  doctor.  Sere,  at  50ur  request  it  xal  be  do, 

We  xal  lede  Jhesus  at  30ur  demawde; 
And  delyvyr  hym  Pylat  onto, 

And  teUe  hym  alle  as  30  comawnde. 

Here  enteryth  Satan  into  the  place  in  the  most 
crryble  wyse^  and  qwyl  thai  he  pleyth,  thei  xal  don  on 
Jhesus  clothis  and  overest  a  whyte  clothe^  and  ledyn 
hym  ahowth  the  place,  and  than  to  Pylat,  be  the  tyme 
that  hese  wyf  hath  pleyd. 


X« 


XXXI.  PILATE'S  WIFE'S  DREAM. 


Salhan.  TTius  I  reyne  as  a  rochand  with  a  rynggynj 
rowth, 

As  a  devyl  most  dowty  dred  is  my  dynt; 
Many  a  thowsand  develys  to  me  do  thei  lowth, 

Brennyng  in  flamys  as  fyre  out  of  flynt ! 
Ho  so  serve  me,  Sathan,  to  sorwe  is  lie  sent, 

Witln  dragonys  ill  doungenys  and  develys  fu  derke, 
In  bras  and  in  bronston  the  brethellys  be  brent, 

That  wene  in  tliis  werd  my  wyl  for  to  werke  ! 

With  myschef  on  moolde  here  raembrys  I  merke, 

That  japyn  with  Jhesus  that  Judas  solde  j 
Be  he  nevyr  so  crafty  nor  conyng  clerke, 

I  harry  them  to  heile  as  tretour  bolde. 
But  ther  is  o  thyng  that  grevyth  me  sore. 

Of  a  prophete  that  Jhesu  men  calle ; 
He  peynyth  me  every  day  more  and  more, 

With  his  holy  meraclis  and  werkys  alle. 

I  had  hym  onys  in  a  temptacyon, 

With  glotenye,  with  covetyse,  and  veynglorye, 
I  hasayd  hym  be  alle  weys  that  I  cowode  don, 

And  uttyrly  he  refusyd  hem,  and  gan  me  defye. 
That  rebuke  that  he  gaf  me  xal  not  be  unqwyt, 

Somwhat  I  have  begonne,  and  more  xal  be  do; 
fibr  alle  his  barfot  goyng,  fro  me  xal  he  not  skyp, 

But  my  derk  dongeon  I  xal  bryngyn  hym  to. 
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I  have  do  made  redy  his  cros  that  he  xal  dye  upon. 
And  thre  nayles  to  takke  hym  with  that  he  xal  not 
styrte; 

Be  he  nevyr  so  holy  he  xal  not  fro  me  gon. 
Rut  with  a  sharpe  spere  he  xal  be  smet  to  the  herte. 

And  sythyn  he  xal  come  to  helle  be  he  nevyr  so  stowte, 
And  3et  I  am  aferd  and  he  come  he  wole  do  som  wrake ; 
Therfore  I  xal  go  wamyn  helle  that  thei  loke  abowte, 
That  thei  make  redy  chenys  to  bynd  hym  with  in  lake. 

Helle !  Helle !  make  redy,  for  here  xal  come  a  gest, 
Hedyr  xal  come  Jhesus  that  is  clepyd  Goddys  sone, 
And  he  xal  ben  here  be  the  oure  of  none, 
And  with  the  here  he  xal  wone. 

And  han  ful  shrewyd  rest. 

Here  xal  a  devyl  spekyn  in  helle. 

Demon.  Out  upon  the  1  we  conjure  the, 
That  nevyr  in  helle  we  may  hym  se, 
ffor  and  he  onys  in  helle  be, 

He  xal  oure  power  brest. 
Sathan.  A !  A !  than  have  I  go  to  ferre ; 

But  som  wyle  help,  I  have  a  shrewde  tome. 
My  game  is  wers  than  I  wend  here^ 

I  may  seyn  my  game  is  lorne. 

Lo !  a  wyle  3et  have  a  ki^t. 

If  I  myth  Jhesus  lyf  save, 
Helle  gatys  xal  be  sperd  fast. 

And  kepe  stylle  alle  tho  I  have. 

To  Pylatys  wyff  I  wele  now  go. 

And  sche  is  aslepe  a  bed  ful  &st, 
And  byd  here  withowtyn  wordys  mo. 

To  Pylat  that  sche  send  in  hast. 
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1  xal  asay,  and  tliis  wol  be 

To  bryng  Pylat  io  belef ; 
W'ithinne  a  wliyle,  je  xal  se. 

How  my  craft  I  wole  go  pref. 

Here  xal  the  devyl  go?t  to  Pylatys  v>yf,  the  corleyn 
draivyn  as  she  lyth  in  bedde  ;  and  he  xal  no  dene  make  ; 
but  she  xal  sone  after  that  he  is  come  in,  makyn  a  rewlt/ 
noyse,  commyng  and  rennyng  of  the  schaffald,  and  her 
shert  and  here  fryrtyl  in  here  hand,  and  sche  xal  come 
heforn  Pylat  leke  a  mad  woman,  seyng  thus. 

Uxor  Pilttly.  Pylat,  I  charge  the  that  thou  take  bede ! 

Deme  not  Jhesu,  but  be  his  ircnde  ! 
jyf  thou  jewge  hym  to  be  dede. 

Thou  art  dampnyd  withowtyn  ende  1 
A  fend  aperyd  me  beforn, 

As  I  lay  in  my  bed  slepyng  last ; 
Sethyn  the  tyme  that  I  was  bom 

Was  I  nevyr  so  sore  agast ! 

As  wylde  fyre  and  tbondyr  blast. 

He  cam  cryeng  onto  me ; 
He  seyd,  the!  that  bete  Jhesu  or  bowod  bym  &st, 

Witbowtyn  ende  dampnyd  xal  be ! 

Therfore  a  wey  herein  tbou  se. 

And  lete  Jhesu  from  the  tlere  pace ; 
The  Jewys  thei  wole  begyle  the, 

And  put  on  the  alle  the  trespace. 


PyUtt.  Gnunercy,  myn  wyf,  for  evyr  je  be  trewe; 

3our  cowncel  is  good  and  evyr  bath  be  1 
Now  to  }our  chawmer  3e  do  sewe; 

And  alle  xal  be  weyl,  dame,  as  je  xal  se. 


XXXIL   THE  CONDEMNATION   AND 
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Here  the  Jewys  bryng  Jhesus  a^en  to  Pylat. 

Primus  doctor.  Sere  Pylat,  gode  tydandys  thou  here 
of  me, — 

Of  Herowd  the  kyng  thou  hast  good  wyl ; 
And  Jhesus  he  sendjrth  ajen  to  the, 

And  byddyth  the  chese  hym  to  save  or  spylle  1 

Secundus  doctor.  5a !  ser,  alle  the  poer  lyth  now  in  the, 
And  thou  knowyst  oure  feyth  he  hath  nere  schent : 

Thou  knowyst  what  mjrschef  therof  may  be. 
We  charge  the  to  gyf  hym  jwgement. 

Pylat.  Serys,  trewly  3e  be  to  blame, 
Jhesus  thus  to  bete,  dyspoyle,  or  bynde ; 

Or  put  hym  to  so  gret  schame ; 
ffbr  no  defawth  in  hym  I  fynde* 

Ne  Herowdys  nother  to  whom  I  sent  30W, 

Defawte  in  hym  cowde  fynde  ryth  non ; 
But  sent  hym  a3en  to  me  be  30W, 

As  3e  knowe  wel  everychon. 

Therfore  undyrstande  what  I  xal  say, 
3e  knowe  the  custom  is  in  this  londe. 
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Of  jour  Pasche  day  that  is  ner  honde. 
What  tlieff  or  tretour  be  in  bonde, 
For  woreliep  of  that  day  xat  go  fre  away 
Without  any  price. 
Now  than  ms  thynkyth  it  were  ryth. 
To  lete  Jliesus  now  go  qwyte. 
And  do  to  hym  no  mo  dyspyte, — 
1  wolde  wete  what  je  say. 

Seres,  tliis  is  myn  avyse. 

Here  alte  thn  xtil  tri/en,  "  Xay .'  nay  !  nay  ! 
Primus  doctor.  Delyvere  us  the  theff  Barabas, 
That  for  mansclawth  pre^onde  was. 
Pylat.  Wliat  xai  I  than  with  Jhesu  do? 
Whether  xal  he  abyde  or  go? 
Stcundus  doctor.  Jhesus  xaJ  on  the  cros  be  don, 
Crucifigatur  we  cry  echon  ! 
Pylat,  Seres,  what  hath  Jhesus  don  amysP 
Popultis  clamabunt.   Crttc^gatur  we  sey  at  onys. 

Pylat.  Serys,  syn  al  gatys  je  wol3m  so, 

Puttyn  Jhesu  to  wo  and  peyn  ; 
Jbesu  a  wyle  with  me  xal  go, 

I  wole  hym  examyne  betwyx  us  tweyn. 

Here  Pylat  takytk  Jhesu,  and  ledyth  hym  inl 
cowttcel  kotis,  and  seyth, 

Jhesus,  what  seyst  now  ?  lete  se, 
This  matere  now  thou  undyrstonde  j 

In  pes  thou  myth  be  for  me, 
But  for  thi  pepyl  of  thi  londe. 

Busshoppys  and  prestys  of  the  lawe, 
Thei  love  the  not,  as  thou  mayet  se ; 
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And  the  comon  pepyl  a5en8  the  drawe, 
In  pes  thou  myth  a  be  for  me,— 

This  I  telle  the  pleyn ! 
What  seyst^  Jhesus  ?  whi  spekest  not  me  to  ? 
Knowyst  not  I  have  power  on  the  cros  the  to  do, 
And  also  I  have  power  to  lete  the  forth  go ! 

What  kanst  thou  here  to  seyn  ? 

■ 

tThesus.  On  me  poer  thou  bast  ryth  non, 
But  that  my  fadyr  hath  grawntyd  beforn  \ 
I  cam  my  faderys  wyl  to  fullefylle, 
That  mankynd  xuld  not  spylle. 
He  that  hath  betrayd  me  to  the  at  this  tyme. 
His  trespas  is  more  than  is  thine. 
Primus  doctor.  3e  prynces  and  maysteres,  takyth  bed 
and  se 

How  Pylat  in  this  matere  is  favorabyl ; 
And  thus  oure  lawys  dystroyd  myth  be, 

And  to  us  alle  unrecurabyl ! 

Here  Pylat  letyth  Jhesus  alone  and  goth  into  the 
Jewys^  and  seyth^ 

Seres,  what  wole  50  now  with  Jhesu  do  ? 

I  can  fynde  in  hym  but  good ! 
It  is  my  cownce  3e  lete  hym  go, — 

It  is  rewthe  to  spylle  his  blood ! 
Cayphas.  Pylat,  me  thjmkyth  thou  dost  gret  wrong, 

A3ens  oure  lawe  thus  to  fortefye ; 
And  the  pepyl  here  is  so  strong, 

Bryngjrng  the  lawful  testymonye. 
Annas,  3a !  and  thou  lete  Jhesu  fro  us  pace^ 

This  we  welyn  upholdyn  alle ; 
Thou  xalt  answere  for  his  trespas. 

And  tretour  to  the  emperour  we  xal  the  kalle. 
Pylat.  Now  than,  syn  3e  wolne  non  other  weye. 
But  in  al  wyse  that  Jhesus  must  deye, 
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Artyee,  bryng  me  watyr,  I  prey  the. 
And  what  1  wole  do,  je  xal  se. 

Hie  unus  afferet  aquam. 
As  I  wasche  with  watyr  my  handys  cleiie, 
So  gyltles  of  hese  deth  I  must  ben. 
Primus  doctor.  The  biod  of  hym  mut  ben  on  us, 
And  on  cure  chyldyr  aftyr  us  ! 

Et  clamahunt  "  ja  .'  ja.'  3a.'  " 

Than  Pylal  goth  ayen  to  Jhesu,  and  brynffit  Ht/tnt 
Ihtis  seyng, 

Lo !  seres,  I  bryng  hym  here  to  jour  presens, 
That  3e  may  knowe  I  fynde  in  hym  non  ofFens. 
Secundas  doctor.  Pelyvere  hym !   delyvere  hym !   and 

On  the  crosse  that  he  were  do ! 

Pilat.  Seres,  wolde  3e  3our  kyng  I  xulde  on  the  cros  don  ? 

TWtius  doctor.  Sere,  we  seyn  that  we  hare  no  kyng  but 

the  emperour  alon. 
Pilat.  Seres,  syn  al  gatys  it  must  be  so. 
We  must  syt  and  our  office  do ; 
Brynge  forth  to  the  barre  that  am  to  be  dempt, 
And  thei  xal  have  here  jugement. 

Sere  thei  xal  brynge  Barabas  to  the  barre,  and 
Jhesu,  and  if.  Jewys  in  here  shertys  bare-leggyd,  and 
Jhesus  xtandyng  at  the  barre  betwyx  them;  and  Anna» 
and  Cayphas  xal  gon  into  the  cowncelle  hous  qwhan 
Pylat  syttyth. 

Pylat.  Barabas,  bold  ap  thi  hond  i 
For  here  at  thi  delyvere  doat  thou  stood. 
And  he  halt  up  hit  hond. 
Serys,  qwhat  sey  30  of  Barabas  thef  and  tretour  bold  ? 
Xal  he  go  fre  or  he  xal  be  kept  in  holde  ? 
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Primus  doctor.  Sere,  for  the  aolemnytd  of  oure  Pasche  day, 
Be  oure  lawe  he  xal  go  fre  away. 
Ptflat.  fiarabas,  than  I  dysmysse  the, 
And  3eve  the  lycens  to  go  fre. 

JEi  curret. 
Dysmas  and  Jesmas  ther  as  3e  sUmdys, 
The  lawe  eomawndyth  30U  to  hold  up  30ur  hondys ; 
Sere,  what  sey  30  of  these  thevys  tweyn  ? 
Secundus  doctor.  Sere,  thei  ben  bothe  gylty,  we  seyn. 
Pylat.  And  what  sey  30  of  Jhesu  of  Na3areth  ? 
Primus  doctor.  Sere,  we  sey  he  xal  be  put  to  deth ! 
Pylat.  And  kone  3e  put  a3en8  hym  no  trespas. 
Secundus  Doctor.  Sere,  we  wylle  alle  that  he  xal  be  put 
upon  the  crosse  1 

Et  clamabunt  omnes  voce  me^/na  dicentes,  ^*  ^a!  }a!  ^aP 

Pylat.  Jhesu,  thin  owyn  pepyl  ban  dysprevyd, 
Al  that  I  have  for  the  seyd  or  mevyd ; 
I  charge  30U  alle  at  the  begynnyng. 

As  3e  wole  answere  me  befom. 
That  ther  be  no  man  xal  towche  30ur  kjmg. 

But  yf  he  be  knyght  or  jentylman  bom. 

Fyrst  his  clothis  30  xal  of  don. 

And  makyn  hym  nakyd  for  to  be ; 
Bynde  hym  to  a  pelere,  as  sore  as  30  mon,  / 

Than  skorge  hym  with  qwyppys  that  al  meo  may  se  ! 
Whan  he  is  betyn,  ciowne  hym  for  30ur  kyng ! 
And  than  to  the  eros  36  xal  hym  bryng  I 

And  to  the  crosse  thou  xalt  be  fest. 
And  on  thre  naylys  thi  body  xal  rest  1 
On  xal  thorwe  thi  ryth  hand  go, 
Anothyr  thorwe  thi  lyfle  hand  also ; 
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Tlie  thred  xal  be  sniet  thoro  bothe  thi  feet, 

Wheche  nayle  ther  to  be  mad  ful  mete  1 

And  jet  thou  xalt  not  liange  alone. 

But  on  eyther  syde  of  the  xal  be  nn. 

Dysniaa  now,  I  deme  the, 

That  on  hese  ryth  hand  thou  xalt  be ! 

Add  Jesmas  on  the  toft  hand  iiangyd  xal  beo, 

Oo  the  mowth  of  Calverye,  that  men  may  sen  ! 

Here  Pylal  xal  n/si/n  atidt/on  to  Ms  schaffiild,  and  the 
busshoppys  with  hym  ;  and  the  Jeu-ys  xul  cryefurjoy 
with  a  g-rcl  toys,  and  arryn  hym  and  pullyn  of  his 
clothist  and  byndyn  hym  to  a  pelere,  and  shorgyn  ht/vt ; 
on  seyng  thus. 

Primus  Judeiua.  Doth  gladly,  cure  kyng, 
For  this  is  jour  first  begynnyng  ! 

j^nd  gwhan  he  is  skorgyd,  theiput  upon  hym  a  doth 
of  sylk,  and  settyn  hym  on  a  stol,  and  puityn  a  kroune 
of  thomys  on  hese  hed  with  forkys ;  and  the  Jewys 
knelyng  to  Cryst,  takyng  hym  a  septer  and  skomyng 
hym,  and  than  thei  xal  pullyn  of  the  purpyl  clothe,  and 
don  on  ageyn  his  owyn  clolhis  ;  and  leyn  the  crosse  in 
hese  necke  to  berynt,  and  drawyn  hym  forth  with  ropys  ; 
and  than  xal  come  to  women  wepyng,  and  with  here 
handes  mryngyn,  seyng  thus, 

Primus  mulier.  Alias  I  Jhesus,  alias  !  JbeBns,wo  is  me ! 

That  thou  art  thus  dyspoylyd,  alias  1 
And  jet  nevyr  de&wth  was  fowcd  in  tbe, 

But  evyr  thou  hast  be  fole  of  grace. 
Secundm  muUer.    A !   here  is  a  rewful  sytli  of  Jhesu  so 
good, 

That  he  xal  thus  dye  ajeoB  the  ryth ; 
A  !  wykkyd  men,  je  be  more  than  wood. 

To  do  that  good  Lord  so  gret  dyspyte  ! 
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Here  Jhesus  iumyth  a^en  to  the  vjomen  with  his 
crosse,  thus  seyng^ 

Dowterys  of  HierusaleiHy  for  me  wepyth  nowth, 
But  for  30urself  wepyth  and  for  30ur  chyldyr  also ; 

For  the  days  xal  come  that  thei  han  aftyr  sowtli. 

Here  synne  and  here  blyndnesse  xal  turne  hym  to  wo  ! 

Than  xal  be  sayd  *^  blyssyd  be  the  wombys  that  bareyn  be. 

And  wo  to  the  tetys  tho  days  that  do  3evyn  sokyng  !^* 

And  to  here  faderes,  thei  xul  seyn,  "  Wo  to  the  tyme  that 

thou  begat  me !" 

And  to  her  moderes^  "  Alias  1   wher  xal  be  oure 

dwellyng?'* 

Than  to  the  hyllys  and  mownteynes  they  xal  crye  and 
calle, 
Oppyn  and  hyde  us  from  the  face  of  hym  syttyng  in 
trone ! 
Or  ellys  ovyrthrowyth  and  on  us  now  come  falle^ 
That  we  may  be  hyd  from  oure  sorweful  mone. 

Here  Jhesus  tumyth  fro  the  women  and  goth  forth^ 
and  ther  thei  metyn  with  Symonem  in  the  pl€u:e,  the 
Jewys  seyng  to  hym. 

Primus  Judceus,  Sere^  to  the  a  word  of  good ; 

A  man  is  here  thou  mayst  se, 
Beryth  hevy  of  a  rode, 

Where  an  he  xal  hangyd  be. 

Therfore  we  pray  alle  the, 

Thou  take  the  crosse  of  the  man  ; 
Bere  it  with  us  to  Kalvarye, 

And  ryth  gret  thank  thou  xalt  han. 

Symon.  Seres,  I  may  not  in  no  degr^, — 
I  have  gret  errandys  for  to  do  ; 
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Tlierfore  I  pray  jow  excuse  me, 
And  on  my  herand  lete  me  go. 

Secundus  Judceus.  Wliat  ?  harlot,  hast  thou  skorne 

To  here  the  tre  ?  whan  we  the  praye  ! 
Thou  xalt  berynt,  haddyst  thou  sworn, 

And  yt  were  ten  tyme  the  weye  ! 

Symon.  Serys,  I  pray  jow  dysplese  30U  nowth, 

I  wole  help  to  here  the  tre ; 
Into  the  place  it  xal  be  browth, 

Where  je  wole  commawnde  me. 

Here  Symon  takyth  the  cros  of  Jhesm,  and  beryth 
it  forth. 

Veronica.  A  !  je  synful  pepyl,  why  fare  thus  ? 

Sot  swet  and  biod  he  may  not  se  ! 
Alias !  holy  prophete,  Cryst  Jhesus  ! 

Careful  is  myn  hert  for  the  ! 

Andsche  wkypyth  his  face  with  her  kerehy. 

JketuB.  Veronyca,  thi  whipyng  doth  me  eae  I 

My  face  is  clene  that  was  blak  to  se : 
I  xal  them  kepe  from  alle  mysese, 

That  lokyn  on  thi  kerehy  and  remembyr  me  \ 

Than  xul  thei  pulle  Jhem  out  of  his  clotMt,  and 
leyn  them  togedyr;  and  ther  thei  xul  puUyn  hym  down 
and  leyn  along  on  the  cros,  and  after  that  naylyn  hym 
thereon. 

Primut  Judceut.  Come  ou  now  here,  we  xal  asay 

Yf  the  cros  for  the  be  mete ; 
Cast  hj'm  down  here  in  the  devyl  way, 

How  long  xal  he  standyn  on  his  fete  ? 
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Secundm  Judasus.  Pol  hym  down,  evyl  mote  he  the  1 

And  gyf  me  his  arm  in  hast ; 
And  anon  we  xal  se 

Hese  good  days  thei  xul  be  past ! 

Tertius  JudtBtu.  Gef  hese  other  arm  to  me, — 

Another  take  hed  to  hese  feet ; 
And  anon  we  xal  se 

Yf  the  borys  be  for  hym  meet. 

Quartus  Judcsva.  This  is  mete»  take  good  hede ; 

Pulle  out  that  arm  to  the  sore. 
Primus  Jvdosus.  This  is  short,  the  devyl  hym  sped. 

Be  a  large  fote  and  more. 

Secundus  Jtukma.  ffest  on  a  rop  and  pulle  hym  long, 

And  I  xal  drawe  the  agejm ; 
Spare  we  not  these  ropys  strong, 

Thow  we  brest  both  flesch  and  veyn  I 

Tertius  Judaus.  Dryvein  the  nayle  anon,  lete  se. 
And  loke  and  the  flesch  and  sennes  welle  last. 

Quartus  Judams.  That  I  graunt,  so  mote  I  the ; 
Lo  !  this  nayl  is  dreve  ryth  wel  and  fast. 

Primus  Judtieus.  ffest  a  rope  than  to  hia  feet» 

And  drawe  hym  down  long  anow. 
Secundus  JudcBus.  Here  is  a  nayl  for  both  good  and  greet, 

I  xal  dry  ve  it  thorwe,  I  make  a  vow  ! 

Here  mUe  thei  lei>e  qf  and  daumqfn  abawte  the  cros 
shortly. 

Tertius  Jud^eus.  Lo  1  fela,  here  a  lythe  takkyd  on  a  tre ! 
(iuartus  Judceus.  3a !   and  I  trowe  thou  art  a  worthy 
kyngi 
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Primus   Jndtrus.    A !    good  sere,  telle  nie   now  wliat 

helpyth  tlii  propliecy  the? 
Secundus  JudiBus.  3a  '.  or  any  of  thi  iTals  prechyog  ! 

TWlins  Judwus.  Seres,  set  up  the  cros  on  the  honde. 

That  we  may  loke  liytn  10  tiie  face, 
QuarluA  Judicits.  }a  !  and  wu  xal  knelyn  onto  oure  kyng 
BO  kend, 

And  preyn  hym  of  Ins  gret  grace  ! 

Here  qwhan  Ihei  han  set  hym  up,  Ihei  xultt  gon  before 
hym,  seyng  eckeqffter  other  thus. 

Primus  Judaus.  Heyl !  kyng  of  Jewys,  yf  thou  be. 
Seeundus  Judattt,  3a !  }a !  sere,  as  thou  hangyst  there 

flesche  and  bonys. 
Tertius  Judwus.  Com  now  down  of  that  tre  ! 
Quartus  Judwus.    And  we  wole  worchepe  the  alle  at 

onys. 

Here  xulpoer  comonys  stand  and  loke  upon  tlie  Jewys 
Hi),  or  v.,  and  the  Jewys  xul  come  to  them,  and  do  them 
hange  the  thevys. 

Primus  Judwus.   Come  on,  3e  knavys,  and  set  up  these 
ij.  crosses  ryth. 
And  hange  up  these  to  thevys  anoti ! 
Seeundus  Judwus.  ja  !  and  in  the  worchep  of  tbU  worthy 
knyth, 
On  eche  syde  of  hym  xal  hangyn  on  ! 

Here  the  sijtr^l  men  xul  settyn  itp  these  ij.  crossys,  and 
hangyn  up  the  thevys  be  the  armys  and  thenohyk/s  xal  the 
Jewys  cast  dyce/or  his  clothis,  and/ytyn  and  stryvyn; 
and  in  the  mene  lyme  xal  oure  Lady  come  mih  iy.  Maryes 
with  here  and  Sen  John  tnth  hem,  settyng  hem  down 
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asyde  afore  the  cros;  cure  Lady  ^umonytig  and  momyng 
and  leysere  seyng^ 

Maria.  A !  my  good  Lord,  my  soDe  bo  swete  1 
Why  hast  thou  don  ?  why  hangyst  now  thus  here  ? 

Is  ther  non  other  deth  to  the  now  mete. 
But  the  most  shamful  deth  among  these  thevys  fere? 

A !  out  on  my  hert  1  whi  brest  thou  nowth  ? 

And  thou  art  maydyn  and  roodyr,  and  seyst  thus  thi 
childe  spy  lie ! 
How  mayst  thou  abyde  this  sprwe  and  this  woful  thowth  ? 

Ah !  dethi  deth!  deth  I  Why  wilt  thou  not  me  kylle? 

Here  ijure  Lady  xal  wxmge  a^en,  and  ore  Lord  xal 
eeyn  ihuSj 

Jhesui.  O  ffadyr  almythy !  makere  of  man ! 

fforgyff  these  Jewys  that  don  me  wo ! 
fforgeye  hem,  fadyr !  forgeve  hem  than  1 

ffor  thei  wete  nowth  what  thei  da 

Primus  Jttdanu.  3a !  vath  !  vath !  now  here  is  he 
That  bad  us  dystroye  oure  tempyl  on  a  day. 

And  withinne  days  thre 
He  xuld  reysynt  a3en  in  good  aray. 

Secundua  Judasui.  Now  and  thou  kan  do  sweche  a  dede, 

Help  now  thiself,  y f  that  thou  kan ; 
And  we  xal  belevyn  on  the  withoutyn  drede. 

And  seyn  thou  art  a  mythty  man  ! 

Teriius  Judceus.  3a !  yf  thu  be  Goddys  sone^  as  thou 
dedyst  teche^ 
ffrom  the  cros  come  now  downe  I 
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Than  of  mercy  we  xal  the  beseclie,  ^^^^| 

And  aeyn  thou  art  a  Lord  of  gret  renown  !  ^^^H 

Jestes.  Yf  tliou  be  Ooddys  sone,  as  thou  dedyst  seye,  T 

Helpe  here  now  both  the  and  us  \  M 
^               Bui  I  fynde  it  not  a)  in  my  feye, 

That  thou  xuldyst  be  Cryst,  Goddys  sone  Jhesus. 

Vi/smas.  Go  wey,  fool !  why  seyst  thou  so  ? 

He  is  the  sone  of  God,  I  beleve  it  wel ! 
And  synne  dede  he  nevyr,  lo  I 

That  he  xuld  be  put  this  deth  tyl. 
Be  we  ful  meche  wrong  lian  wrowth, — 

He  dede  nevyr  thing  amys  ! 
Now  nieruy,  good  Lord  !  mercy  !  and  forgete  me  nowth 

Whan  thou  comyst  to  thi  kyngham  and  to  thi  blysse  I 

Jhesus.  Amen  !  amen  !  thou  art  ful  wyse  ! 

Tliat  thou  hast  askyd  I  grawnt  the  1 
This  same  day  in  paradyse 

With  me  thi  God  thou  xalt  ther  be  I 

Maria.  O  my  sone  I  my  sone  !  my  derlyng  dere ! 

What  have  I  defendyd  the? 
Thou  hast  spoke  to  alle  tho  that  ben  here, 

And  not  o  word  thou  spekyst  to  me  ! 

To  the  Jewya  thou  art  ful  kende, 

Thou  hast  forgere  al  here  mysdede ; 
And  the  tlief  thou  hast  in  meode, 

For  onys  haskyng  mercy  hefne  ib  bis  inede. 

A  !  my  sovereyn  Lord,  why  wbylt  thou  not  speke 
To  me  that  am  thi  modyr  in  peyn  for  thi  wrong  ? 

A 1  hert !  hert !  why  whylt  thou  not  breke  ? 
That  I  were  out  of  this  sorwe  so  Btnmge  ! 
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Jhesua.  A !  woman^  woman,  behold  ther  thi  sone ! 

And  thou  Jon  take  her  for  thi  modyr  ! 
I  charge  the  to  kepe  her  as  besyly  as  thou  kone, 

Thou  a  clene  mayde  xal  kepe  another  1 

And,  woman,  thou  knowyst  that  my  fadyr  of  hefne  me  sent 
To  take  this  manhod  of  the,  Adamys  rawnsom  to  pay ; 

ffor  this  is  the  wyl  and  to  my  ffistderys  intent. 

That  I  xal  thus  deye  to  delyvere  man  fro  the  develys 
pray! 

Now  sjm  it  is  the  wyl  of  my  fadyr  it  xuld  thus  be, 
Why  xuld  it  dysplese  the,  modyr,  now  my  deth  so  sore? 

And  for  to  suffre  al  this  for  man  I  was  bdm  of  the, 
To  the  blys  that  man  had  lost  man  a3en  to  restore. 

Here  oure  Ltudy  xal  ryse  and  renne  and  halse  the 
crosse. 

Maria  Magdalen.  A  !  good  lady,  why  do  30  thus? 

30ur  dolful  cher  now  chevit  us  sore. 
And  for  the  peyne  of  my  swete  Lord  Jhesus, 

That  he  seyth  in  30U,  it  peyneth  hym  more. 

Maria  virgo.  I  pray  30W  alle  lete  me  ben  here, 

And  hang  me  up  here  on  this  tre, 
Be  my  frend  and  sone  that  me  is  so  dere ; 

jSbr  ther  he  is,  ther  wold  I  be. 

Johanne$.  Jentyl  lady,  now  leye  30ur  momyng. 

And  go  with  us,  now  we  30U  pray  I 
And  comfort  oure  Lord  at  hese  departyng, 

ffor  he  is  almost  redy  to  go  his  way. 

Here  thei  xal  take  oure  lady /ram  the  crossej  and  here 
xal  Pylat  come  down  from  his  shtffald  with  Cayphae  and 
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Annas,  and  atle  here  mcni;  and  xul  come  and  lokyt 
Cryst,  and  Annas  and  Cayphat  xul  skomfuUy  seya, 
Caypftas,  Lo  !  Bcres,  \o !  beholdyth  and  se, 

Here  liangyth  he  that  halpe  many  a  man  ; 
Anil  now  yf  he  Goddys  aone  be, 

Heipe  now  hymself  yf  that  he  kan. 

Annas.  3a !  and  yf  thou  kyng  of  Israel  be. 

Come  down  of  the  cros  among  us  alle ! 
And  lete  thi  God  now  delyvere  the, 

And  than  oure  kyng  we  wole  the  calla  '. 

/Cere  xal  Pylat  askynpenne  and  hike  and  a  labyl,  xal 
betake  fiym  wretyn  afore,  "  ffic  est  Jbesua  Nazarentts 
rex  Judaontm."     And  he  xal  make  bym  to  wryte,  and 

than  f/an  upon  a  leddvrc,  and  scllyn  the  tn/xjl  nboryn 
Crystes  Ited ;  and  then  Cayphas  xal  makyn  hym  to  redyn, 
and  seynff, 

Cayphas.  Sere  Pylat,  we  merveylyth  of  this. 
That  }e  wryte  hym  to  be  kyng  of  Jewys. 
Therforc  we  wolde  that  36  xuld  wryte  thus, 
Tliat  he  namyd  hymself  Kyng  of  Jewus. 
Pylat.  That  I  have  wretyn,  wretyn  it  is, 
And  so  it  xal  be  for  me  i-wys. 

And  so  forth  alle  ihei  xal  gon  ajen  to  thetkaffald,  and 
Jhesus  xal  cryen 

Heloy  I  Ueloy !  Lama  zabathany  I 
My  fadyr  in  hevyn  on  hy. 

Why  dost  thou  me  forsake  f 
The  frelt^  of  my  mankende, 
With  stronge  peyn  yt  gynnyth  to  peynde, 
Ha,  dere  fadyr,  have  me  in  mende. 

And  lete  detli  my  sorwe  slake  ! 
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Secundus  Judceus.  Methynky  tb  he  this  doth  calle  Hely ; 
Lete  us  go  nere  and  aspy. 
And  loke  yf  he  come  prevely, 

From  cros  hjrm  down  to  reve. 
Jhedus.  So  grett  a  thrust  dede  nevyr  man  take 
As  I  have,  man,  now  for  thi  sake ; 
For  thrust  asundyr  my  lyppys  gyn  crake,*— 

For  drynes  thei  do  cleve. 

Teriius  Jtidams.  30ur  thrust^  sere  hoberd,  for  to  slake, 

Ey3il  and  galle  here  I  the  take, 

Wliat  1  me  thynkyth  a  mowe  3e  make : — 

Is  not  this  good  drynk  ? 
To  crye  for  drynke  je  had  gret  hast. 
And  now  it  semyth  it  is  but  wast, — 
Is  not  this  drynk  of  good  tast  ? 

Now  telle  me  how  36  thynk  ! 

Quartus  Judmts.  On  lofte,  sere  hoberd,  now  3e  be  sett. 
We  wyl  no  lenger  with  30U  lett  I 
We  grete  30U  wel  on  the  newe  gett. 

And  make  on  30U  a  mowe. 
Primus  Judceus.  We  grete  30U  wel  with  a  scorn, 
And  pray  30U,  bothe  evyn  and  mom, 
Take  good  eyd  to  oure  com, 

And  chare  awey  the  crowe. 

Jhe9U8.  In  manus  tuas,  Domine ! 

Holy  fadyr  in  hefly  se, 

I  comende  my  spyryte  to  the. 

For  here  now  bendy  th  my  fest  1 
I  xal  go  sle  the  fende,  that  freke,  -- 
ffor  now  myn  herte  begynnyth  to  breke^ 
Wurdys  mo  xal  I  non  speke ! 

Nunc  consummatum  est ! 
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Maria.  Alas !  alas  !  I  leve  to  longe, 

To  Ee  my  awete  sone  with  peynea  stronge. 

As  a  theff  on  cros  doth  honge, 

And  nevyr  jet  dede  he  synne  ! 
Alas  I  my  dere  chyld  to  deth  is  dressyd  1 
Now  is  my  care  we!  more  incressyd  ! 
A  !  myn  herte  with  peyn  is  pressyd  i 

ffor  sorwe  myn  hert  doth  twynne. 

Johatmet.  A  !  biyssyd  mayde,  chaunge  jour  thought ; 
ffor  thow  jour  sone  witli  sorwe  be  sought, 
jitt  by  his  owyn  wyl  this  werk  is  wrought. 

And  wylfully  his  deth  to  take  ! 
jow  to  kepe  he  chargyd  me  here ; 
I  am  jour  servaunt,  my  lady  dere, 
\Vherfore  I  pray  jow,  be  of  good  chere, 

And  merthis  that  je  make  ! 

Maria.  Thow  he  had  nevyr  of  me  be  bom, 
And  I  sey  his  flesche  thus  al  to-torn. 
On  bak  behyndyn,  on  brest  befom, 

Rent  with  woundys  wyde  1 
Nedys  I  must  wonyn  in  woo, 
To  se  my  ffrende  with  many  a  fo 
AUe  to-rent  from  top  to  too, 

His  flesche  withowtyn  hyde  1 

Johannes.  A 1  biyssyd  lady,  as  I  jow  telle, 
Had  he  not  deyd,  we  xuld  to  helle, 
Amonges  flFendys  ther  evyr  to  dwelle, 

In  peynee  that  ben  smert  1 
He  sufieryth  deth  for  oure  trespace, 
And  thorwe  his  deth  we  xal  have  grace. 
To  dwelle  with  hym  in  hevyn  piece  ; 

'ITierfore  beth  mety  in  hert ! 
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Maria.  A  !  dere  ffrende,  weel  woot  I  this, 
That  he  doth  bye  us  to  his  blys ; 
But  3itt  of  myrth  evyr  more  I  mys. 

Whan  I  se  this  syght  I 
Johannes.  Now,  dere  lady,  therfore  I  30W  pray, 
ffro  this  dolful  dolour  wende  we  oure  way, 
ffor  whan  this  syght  3e  se  nought  may, 

3oure  care  may  waxe  more  lyght. 

Maria.  Now  sythe  I  must  parte  hym  fro, 
3it  lete  me  kysse  or  that  I  go 
His  blyssyd  ffeyt  that  sujSeryn  wo, 

Naylid  on  this  tre. 
So  cruelly  with  grett  dyspyte. 
Thus  shamfuUy  was  nevyr  man  dyghte^ 
Therfore  in  peyn  myn  hert  is  pyghte, 

Al  joye  departyth  fro  me ! 

Hk  qtuui  semimortua  cadat  prona  in  terram,  et  dicit. 

Johannes.  Now,  blyssyd  mayd,  com  forthe  with  me  ! 
No  lengere  this  syght  that  3e  se, 
I  xal  30W  gyde  in  this  countr^. 

Where  that  it  plesyth  30W  best. 
Maria.  Now,  jentyl  John,  my  sonys  derlyng ! 
To  Goddys  temple  thou  me  brynge. 
That  I  may  prey  God  with  sore  wepynge. 

And  momynge  that  is  prest ! 

Johannes.  Alle  3our  desyre  xal  be  wrought, 
With  herty  wylle  I  werke  30ur  thought ; 
Now,  blyssyd  mayde,  taryeth  nowth. 

In  the  temple  that  30  ware ! 
ffor  holy  prayere  may  chaunge  30ur  mood. 
And  cawse  30ur  chere  to  be  more  good ; 


COVENTRY  MYSTERIES. 


Whan  36  se  not3  jour  cliildys  blood. 

The  lasse  may  be  jour  care ! 

T^nc  transiet  Maria  ad  temptum  cum  Jokanne,  etc. 

Maria.  Here  in  this  temple  my  lyff  I  lede, 
And  serve  my  lord  God  with  hertyly  drede, — 
Now  xal  wepynge  me  fode  and  fede, 

Some  comforte  tylle  God  sende. 
A !  my  lord  God,  I  the  pray. 
Whan  my  childe  ryseth  the  iij."  day, 
Comforte  thanoe  thyn  hand-may, 

My  care  for  to  amende  ! 
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Anima  Chrisii.  Now  alle  mankende,  in  herte  be  glad. 
Withe  alle  mertliis  that  may  be  had^ 
ffor  mannys  sowle  that  was  be-stad 

Id  the  logge  of  helle. 
Now  xal  I  ryse  to  lyye  agayn, 
From  peyn  to  pleys  of  paradyse  pleyn ; 
Therfore^  man,  in  hert  be  fayn^ 

In  merthe  now  xalt  thou  dwelle  1 

I  am  the  sowle  of  Cryst  Jhesu, 
The  whiche  is  kynge  of  alle  vertu ; 
My  body  is  ded,  the  Jewys  it  slew^ 

That  hangyth  3itt  on  the  rode ! 
Rent  and  torn,  al  blody  red, 
iFor  mannys  sake  my  body  is  deed, 
ffor  mannys  helpe  my  body  is  bred. 

And  sowle  drynke  my  bodyes  blode. 

Thow  my  body  be  now  sclayn. 
The  thrydde  day,  this  is  certayn, 
I  xal  reyse  my  body  agayn. 

To  lyve  as  I  30W  say  f 
Now  wole  I  go  streyth  to  helle. 
And  feche  ffrom  the  fendys  felle, 
Alle  my  frendys  that  therin  dwelle,  - 

To  blysse  that  lestyth  ay. 
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The  soiole  golh  to  helle  gatya  and  teytk,  "Attollile 
porias,  principea,  vestras,  el  elevamini,porieB  etemales,  el 
inlroibit  Rex  Glorue." 

Oodotlie  joure  jatya  of  sorwatorie ! 
On  raannys  sowle  I  have  memorie, 
Here  comyth  now  the  kynge  of  glorye, 
These  gates  for  to  breke ! 
je  deyelys  that  am  here  withinne, 
H«lle  gBtys  30  xal  unpynne, 
I  xal  delyvere  mannys  kynne, — 

ffrom  wo  I  wole  hem  wreke ! 

BelyaUe.  Alas  1  alas !  out  and  harrow  ! 
Onto  thi  byddynge  must  we  bow. 
That  tliou  art  Gotl  now  do  we  know. 

Of  the  had  we  grett  dowte. 
Ajens  the  may  no  thynge  stonde, 
Alle  thynge  obeyth  to  tiiyn  honde, 
Bothe  hevyn  and  helle,  watyr  and  londe,— 

Alle  thynge  must  to  the  lowte. 

Anima  Criati.  Ajens  me  it  were  but  wast 
To  holdyn  or  to  stondyn  fast; 
Helle  logge  may  not  last 

Ajens  the  kynge  of  glorye. 
Thi  derke  dore  down  I  throwe, 
My  fayr  fifrendys  now  wele  I  kaowe, 
I  xal  hem  brynge  reknyd  be  rowe 

Out  of  here  purcatotye ! 
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Ceniurio.  In  trewthe  now  I  knowe  with  ful  opyn  syght, 
That  Goddys  dere  sone  is  naylid  on  tre ! 

These  wundyrful  tcJienys  aprevyn  ful  ryght 
Quod  vere  filius  Dei  erat  iste ! 

Alius  miles  (S).  The  verychild  of  God  I  suppose  that  he  be, 
And  so  it  semyth  wele  be  his  wundyrful  werk ! 

The  erthe  sore  qwakyth,  and  that  agresyth  me. 
With  myst  and  grett  wedyr  it  is  woundyr  dyrk  ! 

Alius  Miles  (S).  Soche  merveylis  shewe  may  non  erthely 
man, 

The  eyr  is  ryght  derke,  that  fyrst  was  ryght  clere ; 
The  erthe-qwave  is  grett,  the  clowdys  waxe  whan. 

These  tokenys  preve  hym  a  lord  without  any  pere ! 

Centurio.  His  fadyr  is  pereles  kyng  of  most  empere, 
Bothe  lorde  of  this  world  and  kynge  of  hevyn  hy3e ; 

3itt  out  of  alle  synne  to  brynge  us  owt  of  daungere. 
He  soferyth  his  dere  sone  for  us  alle  to  dye. 

Nichodemus.  Alas !  alas !  what  syght  is  this  ? 
To  se  the  lorde  and  kynge  of  blys. 
That  nevyr  synnyd  ne  dede  amys. 

Thus  naylid  upon  a  rode ! 
Alas !  3ewys,  what  have  30  wrought  ? 
A !  36  wyckyd  wy tys,  what  was  jour  thought  ? 
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Why  have  36  bobbyd  and  thus  betyn  owtli 
AUe  bis  blyssyd  blood? 

Senturyo.  A  !  now  trewly  telle  weyl  I  kan, 

That  this  wbs  Goddys  owyn  sone ! 
I  knowe  he  is  both  God  and  roan, 

Be  tlib  wark  that  here  is  done  I 

Ther  was  nevyr  man  but  God  that  cowde  make  this  werk. 

That  evyr  wae  of  woman  born  ! 
Were  he  nevyr  so  gret  a  clerk, 

It  posseth  hem  alle,  thow  thei  hod  sworn  ! 

Hese  lawe  was  trewe,  I  dare  wel  saye. 

That  he  tawth  us  here  amonge  t 
Therfore  I  rede  3e  tume  jout  feye. 

And  amende  that  je  ban  do  wronge ! 

Joseph  0/  Aram.  O !  good  Lord  Jheeu,  that  deyst  now 
here  on  rode, 

Have  mercy  on  me  and  forgyf  me  mys ! 
I  wold  the  worchep  here  with  my  good, 

That  I  may  come  to  thi  blysse  1 

To  Pylat  now  wool  I  goon, 

And  aske  the  body  of  my  Lord  Jhesu ; 
To  bery  that  now  wold  I  soon. 

In  my  grave  that  ie  so  new. 

Heyl !  sere  Pylat,  that  syttyth  in  sete ! 

Heyl !  justyce  of  Jewys  men  do  the  calle  I 
Heyl !  with  helthe  I  do  the  grete, 

I  pray  the  of  a  bone  what  so  befalle. 

To  bery  Jhesuis  body  I  wole  the  pray, 
That  he  were  out  of  mennys  syth; 
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ffor  to  morwyn  xal  be  oure  holyday, 

Than  wole  no  man  hym  bery,  I  the  plyth. 

And  yf  we  lete  hym  hange  ther  sty  He, 

Some  wolde  seyn  therof  anow ; 
The  pepyl  therof  wold  seyn  ful  ylle, 

That  nother  xuld  be  30ur  worchep  nor  prow. 

Pylat.  Sere  Joseph  of  Baramathie,  I  graunt  the 

With  Jhesuis  body  do  thin  intent ; 
But  fyrst  I  wole  wete  that  he  ded  be. 

As  it  was  his  jugement  1 

Sere  knytys,  I  comawnd  50W  that  30  go 
In  hast  with  Josepht  of  Baramathie ; 

And  loke  36  take  good  hede  therto, 
That  Jhesa  suerly  ded  be. 

Se  that  this  comawndement  3e  fulfylle, 

Without  wordys  ony  mo ; 
And  than  lete  Joseph  do  his  wylle. 

What  that  he  wyl  with  Jhesu  do. 

Here  come  to  knytes  befom  Pylat  at  onySj  thus  seyng^ 

Primus  Miles.  Sere,  we  xal  do  oure  dylygens. 

With  Joseph  goyng  to  Calvarye ; 
Be  we  out  of  thi  presens, 

Sone  the  trewthe  we  xal  aspye. 

Joseph.  Gramerey,  Fylat,  of  30ur  jentylnesse. 
That  30  han  grawntyd  me  my  lyst ; 

Any  thyng  in  my  province 
3e  xal  have  at  30ur  resquest. 

Pylat.  Sere,  alle  30ur  lest  3e  xal  have. 
With  Jhesuis  body  do  30ur  intent; 
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Whethyr  }e  bery  hym  in  pyt  or  grave. 
The  powere  I  grawnt  jow  here  present. 

TIte  ij.  knygtes  go  with  Joseph  to  Jhesus,  and  stande 
and  heldyn  hym  in  the  face, 

Secundtis  miles.  Me  thynkyth  Jliesu  is  sewrc  anow, — 

It  ia  no  Dsd  hie  bonys  to  breke : 
He  is  ded,  bow  tbinkyth  )ow  ? 

He  xal  nevyr  go  nor  speke. 

Primus  mites.  We  wyl  be  sure  or  than  we  go. 

Of  a  tbyng  I  am  bethowth  } 
jondyr  is  a  blynd  knyth  I  xal  go  to, 

And  sone  awbyle  here  xal  be  wrowth. 

Here  the  knyth  goth  to  Mynde  Longeya,  and  set/th, 

HfiyI,  sere  Longeys,  thou  gentyl  knyth ! 

The  I  prey  now  ryth  hertyly ; 
That  thou  wylt  wend  with  me  ful  wyth, 

It  xal  be  for  thi  prow  veryly. 
Longeus.  Sere,  at  30ur  comawndement  with  }ow  wyl  I 
wende. 

In  what  place  3e  wyl  me  have  j 
For  I  trost  36  be  my  frend  j 

Lede  me  fortli,  sere,  oure  eabath  30a  save  I 

Primus  milea.  Lo !  sere  LongeyB,  here  js  a  spere ! 

Bothe  long,  and  brood,  and  sharp  anow; 
Heve  it  up  fast  that  it  wore  there, 

(Tor  here  is  game :— show,  man,  show. 

Here  Lottgeys  showytk  Ifte  spere  warbf,  and  the  blood 
comyth  rennyng  to  his  hand,  and  he  avantoresly  mil  wype 
his  eyn. 

Lonffeus.  O  good  Lord !  how  nrmy  this  be, 
That  I  may  se  so  bryth  now  ? 
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This  thretty  wyntyr  I  myth  not  se, 

And  now  I  may  se  I  wote  nevyr  how ! 
But  ho  is  this  that  hangy  th  here  now  ? 

I  trowe  it  be  the  mayndonys  sone ; 
And  that  he  is  now  I  knowe  wel  how. 

The  Jewys  to  hym  this  velany  han  don  ! 

Here  heffallyth  downe  on  his  knes. 

Now,  good  Lord,  fforgyf  me  that, 

That  I  to  the  now  don  have ; 
For  I  dede  I  wyst  not  what, — 

The  Jewys  of  myn  ignorans  dede  me  rave. 
Mercy !  Mercy  1  Mercy !  I  crye. 

Than  Joseph  doth  set  up  the  lederes  and  Nychodemiis 
comyth  to  help  hym. 

Nicodemus.  Joseph  ab  Aramathy,  blyssyd  thou  be ! 

ffor  thou  dost  a  fol  good  dede ; 
I  prey  the  lete  me  help  the. 

That  I  may  be  partenere  of  thi  mede. 

Joseph.  Nychodemus,  welcome  indede  ! 

I  pray  30W  30  wole  help  therto  ; 
He  wole  aqwyte  us  ryth  wele  oure  mede. 

And  I  have  lysens  for  to  do. 

Here  Joseph  and  Nychodemus  takyn  Cryst  of  the 
cros,  on  on  o  ledyr  and  the  tother  on  another  leddyr  ; 
and  qwhan  is  had  down,  Joseph  leyth  hym  in  our  Ladys 
lappey  seyng  the  knytes  tumyng  hem^  and  Joseph  seythy 

Joseph.  Lo  !  Mary  modyr,  good  and  trewe. 

Here  is  thi  son,  blody  and  bloo  ! 
ffor  hym  myn  hert  ful  sore  doth  rewe, 

Kysse  hym  now  onys  eer  he  go  ! 
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Maria  T^rgo.   A,  mercy  !   mercy !   myn  owyn  sone  6o 

dere, 

Thi  blody  face  now  I  must  kyase ! 
Thi  face  is  pale,  \Fithowtyn  chere  ! 

Of  meche  joy  now  xal  I  niysse  ! 
nier  was  nevyr  modyr  that  sey  this, 

So  her  sone  dyspoyled  with  so  gret  wo  ; 
And  ray  dere  chylde  nevyr  dede  amys, — - 

A,  mercy  !  fadyr  uf  hefne,  it  xulde  be  so ! 

Joseph,  Mary,  30ur  sone  je  take  to  me  j 

Into  his  grave  it  xal  be  browth. 
Maria.  Joseph,  blyssyd  ever  mot  thou  be. 

For  tlie  good  ded  that  je  ban  wrowth  ! 

Here  t/iei  sal  lei/n  Crifst  in  his  g^rave. 

Joseph.  I  gyf  the  this  syndony  that  I  have  bowth. 

To  wynde  the  in  whyl  it  is  new. 
Nichodemut.  Here  is  an  onynnent  that  I  have  browth. 

To  anoynt  withalle  myn  lord  Jhesu. 

Joseph.  Now  Jhesu  is  withinne  his  grave, 

Wheche  I  ordeyn  somtyme  for  me ; 
On  the,  Lord,  I  vowche  it  save, 

I  knowe  my  mede  ful  gret  xal  be. 

Nickodemiis.  Now  lete  us  leyn  on  this  ston  ageyn, 

And  Jhesu  in  this  tombe  stylle  xal  be ; 
And  we  wyl  walke  bom  ful  pleyn, — 

The  day  passyth  fast  I  se. 
Farewel,  Joseph,  and  wel  je  be ; 

No  lengere  teryeng  here  we  make. 

Joseph.  Sere,  almythy  God  be  with  the. 
Into  his  blysse  he  mote  jou  take  I 
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Maria,  fiarewel,  je  jentyl  princes  kende. 

In  joye  evyr  mote  30  be  ! 
The  bUfsse  of  hefhe  withowtyn  ende 

I  knowe  veryly  that  je  xal  se. 

Here  the  princes  sal  do  reverens  to  oure  JLady,  and 
gon  here  way,  and  leve  the  Maryes  at  the  sepulchre. 


XXXV.  THE  RESURRECTION. 


r 

^^P  Cayphas  golh  to  Pylat,  seyng  thus, 

^H^  Cayphas.  Herk,  sere  Pylat,  lyst  to  me  ! 

^H  I  xal  the  telle  tydynges  new; 

^^k  Of  o  thyng  we  must  ware  be, 

^^B  Or  ellys  hereafter  we  myth  it  rewe. 

^^^  Thou  wotyst  woyi  that  Jhesn, 

He  seyd  to  us  with  wordys  pleyn, 
He  seyd  we  xuld  fynd  it  trew, — 

The  thryd  day  he  wold  ryse  ageyn. 
Yf  that  heso  dyscyplys  come  serteyn, 

And  out  of  hia  grave  st«le  hyra  away, 
Thei  wyl  go  preche  and  pleyn  seyn 

That  he  is  reson  the  thryd  day. 

This  is  the  cowncel  that  I  gyf  here. 
Take  men  and  gyf  hem  charge  therto 

To  weche  the  grave  with  gret  power, 
Tyl  the  thryd  day  be  go. 

Pylat.  Sere  Cayphas,  it  xal  be  do, 
For,  as  je  say,  ther  is  peryl  in  ; 

And  it  happend  tliat  it  were  so. 

It  myth  make  our  lawys  for  to  bljm. 

5e  xal  se,  ser,  er  that  je  go. 
How  I  xal  tliis  mater  sare. 


^ 
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And  what  I  xal  uty  tbeito, 

And  what  chai]ga  tbei  xal  have. 

Come  forth,  30  ser  Amorawot, 

And  ser  Arphazat ;  com  ner  also 
Ser  Cosdram,  and  eer  Affrauat, 

And  here  the  chai^  that  }e  must  do. 
Seres,  to  Jhesuis  grave  }e  3^  go, 

Tyl  that  the  thryd  day  be  gon ; 
And  lete  nother  £rend  nor  fo. 

In  no  wey  to  towche  the  ston. 

Yf  ony  of  hese  dy scipelys  come  ther 

To  feche  the  body  fro  }0U  away, 
Bete  faym  down,  have  36  no  fere, 

With  shamful  deth  do  hym  day. 
In  payo  of  3our  godys  and  jour  lyvys. 

That  30  lete  hem  nowth  shape  jou  fro. 
And  of  jour  chyldere  and  3our  irjfya, 

For  al  je  lese,  and  je  do  so. 

Primut  mUa.  Sere  Fylat,  we  xal  not  ses 

We  xal  kepe  it  strong  anow. 
Secundttt  milet.  ja,  and  an  hunderyd  put  hem  in  pres, 

Thei  xal  dey,  I  mahe  a  vow. 
Tertiui  nalet.  And  han  hunderyd !  fy  on  an  c.  and  an  c  therto ! 

Ther  is  non  of  hem  xal  us  witbstonde. 
Qftartiu  milet.  3a,  and  ther  com  ui  hunderyd  thowsand 
and  mo, 

I  xal  hem  kylle  witii  myn  honde. 

Pylat.  Wei,  seres,  than  jour  part  je  do, 

And  to  jour  charge  loke  je  take  hede, 
Withowtyn  woxdyi  ony  mo, 

Wysly  now  that  je  procede. 
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Here  the  ha/tei  goH  tmi  ^  tlteplaet. 
Lo  I  Ser  Cajphas,  bow  tbynkjUi  jow  ? 

Is  Dot  tliia  wel  browth  abowtb  ? 
Caifpfuu.  Id  feyUi,  eer,  it  is  mm  soowv 

Hanlely  have  je  no  dowti. 

Arfaxat.  I^t  ee,  ser  Amaraimt,  where  wele  }e  be  ? 

Wole  )«  kei>e  the  feet  or  the  hed  ? 
ArMTaunl.  At  the  bed,  »>  mote  I  the. 

And  ho  BO  come  here  he  is  but  dead. 
Arfaxat.  And  1  wole  kepe  the  feet  this  t^de, 

'I'how  ther  come  both  Jakke  and  GyUe. 
Coidram.  And  I  xal  kepe  the  ryth  syde, 

And  ho  90  come  I  xal  hym  kylle. 

Affraunt.  And  I  wole  on  the  left*  hand  ben, 
And  ho  so  come  here,  he  xal  nevyr  then  ; 
iTul  sckyrly  hie  bane  xal  I  ben, 

Witli  dyntya  of  dowte. 
Syr  Pylat,  have  good  day  ! 
We  xul  kepyn  tlie  body  in  clay, 
And  we  xul  wakyn  wele  the  way, 

And  wayten  alle  abowte. 

Pylatus.  Now,  jentyl  seres,  wole  3e  vowchesaffe 
To  go  with  me  and  sole  the  graffe, 
TiiQt  he  no  rysc  out  of  the  grave. 

That  is  now  ded  P 
Cm/phas.  W'e  graunte,  wel  lete  us  now  go : 
Whan  it  is  selyd  and  kepte  also, 
Tlian  he  we  sekyr  withowtyn  wo. 

And  have  of  hym  no  dred. 


^ 


7\mc  ibuHt  ad  sepnicrnm  Ptlalua,  Ca^haa,  jlrmas. 


milita,  el  dicimt. 
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Annas.  Loo  1  here  is  wax  fful  redy  dyght. 
Sett  on  30ur  sele  anon  fill  ryght, 
Than  be  30  sekyr,  I  30W  plyght — 

He  xal  not  rysyn  ageyn. 
Pilatus.  On  this  corner  my  seal  xal  sytt. 
And  with  this  wax  I  sele  this  pytt ; 
Now  dare  I  ley  he  xal  nevyr.  fly tt 

Out  of  this  grave  serteayn. 

Annas.  Here  is  more  wax  fful  redy,  loo  ! 
Alle  the  £omeres  3e  sele  also. 
And  with  a  lokke  loke  it  too, — 

Than  lete  us  gon  bure  way. 
And  lete  these  knytes  abydyn  therby. 
And  yf  hese  dysciplys  com  prevyly 
To  stele  awey  this  ded  body, 

To  us  they  hem  brynge  without  delay. 

Pilatus.  On  every  corner  now  is  sett  my  seale. 
Now  is  myn  herte  in  welthe  and  wele. 
This  may  no  brybour  awey  now  stele 

This  body  from  undyr  ston. 
Now,  syr  buschopp,  I  pray  to  the, 
And  Annas  also,  com  on  with  me, 
Evyn  togedyr  alle  we  thre 

Homward  the  wey  we  goti* 

As  wynde  wrothe, 
Knyghtes,  now  goht, 
Clappyd  in  clothe, 

And  kepyth  hym  welle. 
Loke  3e  be  bolde 
With  me  for  to  holde, 
30  xul  have  gold. 

And  helme  of  stele. 
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Ptflat,  j^nnas,  and  Cayphas  go  to  ther  sktiffaliUfty 
and  the  knyghtes  seyn, 

JJraunt.  Now  in  this  grownde 
He  lyth  bounde. 
That  tholyd  wounde, 

Sot  he  was  Sals. 
This  lefft  comere 
I  wyl  kepe  here, 
Annyd  clere, 

Bothe  bed  Bnd  hals. 

Coadran.  I  wyl  have  this  syde. 
What  BD  betyde ; 
If  any  man  ryde 

To  sttile  the  cors, 
I  xal  hym  chyde 
With  woundys  wyde, 
Amonge  hem  glyde 

With  fyae  fore. 

Amermtnt.  The  bed  I  take. 
Hereby  to  wake ; 
A  stele  stake 

I  holde  in  honde, 
Maystryes  to  make, 
Crownys  i-crake, 
Schafinys  ^  shake, 

And  scbapyn  schonde. 

Arfaxat.  I  xal  not  lete 
To  kepe  the  fete, 
They  ar  ful  wete, 

Walt«rid  in  blood. 

He  that  wylle  atalke, 
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!l^e  brook  or  balke, 
Hedyr  to  walke^ 

Tho  wrecchis  be  wood. 

Primus  miles.  Myn  heed  duUytb, 
Myn  herte  ffuUyth 

Of  sslepp. 
Seynt  Mahownd^ 
This  beryenge  grownd 

Thou  kepp ! 

Secundus  miles.  I  8ey  the  same, 
ffor  any  blame 

IfaUe. 
Mahownd  whelpe, 
Aflyr  thin  helpe 

Icalle! 

Tertius  miles.  I  am  hevy  as  leed, 
ffor  any  dred 

I  slope. 
Mahownd  of  myght^ 
This  ston  to  nyght 

Thou  kepe  ! 

Quartus  nules.  I  have  no  foot 
To  stonde  on  root 

By  brynke. 
Here  I  aske 
To  go  to  taske 

A  wynke. 

Tunc  dormyerU  milites  ;  ei  veniet  Atdma  Christi  de  in- 
ferno, cum  Adam  ei  Eva,  Abraham,  John  Baptist,  et 
alOs. 
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Anima  Chruli.  Come  forthe,  Adam,  and  Eve  with  the. 
And  alle  my  frendys  that  here  in  be ; 
To  Faradys  come  forthe  with  me, 

In  biysse  for  to  dwelle  \ 
The  fende  of  heHe,  that  is  30ur  ffoo, 
He  xal  be  wrappyd  and  woundyn  in  woo ; 
flVo  wo  to  welthe  now  xul  je  go, 

With  myrthe  evyrmore  to  melle. 

Adam.  I  thanke  the,  Lord,  of  thi  grett  grace, 
That  now  is  forjovyn  my  grett  trcspaee ; 
Now  xal  we  dwellyn  in  blysful  place, 

In  joye  and  endeles  myrthe. 
Tliorwe  my  synne  man  was  flbrlom. 
And  man  to  save  tliou  wore  alle  torn, 
And  of  a  mayd  in  Bedleni  born, 

That  evyr  biyssyd  be  thi  byrthe  ! 

Eva.  Biyssyd  be  thou,  Lord  of  lyff! 

I  am  Eve,  Adamis  wyff; 

Thou  hast  soferyd  strok  and  stryfF, 

(For  werkys  that  we  wrought. 
Thi  mylde  mercy  haht  alle  forjevyn, 
Dethis  dentys  on  the  were  drevyn. 
Now  with  the,  Lord,  we  xul  levyn, — 

Thi  bryght  blood  hath  us  bowtlie. 

Johannes  BaptUta,  I  am  thi  cosyn,  my  name  is  John ; 
Thi  woundys  hath  betyn  the  to  the  bon ; 
I  babtysid  the  in  flom  Jordon, 

And  jafT  thi  body  baptyje. 
With  thi  grace  now  xul  we  gon 
ffrom  oure  en m yes  everychon,^ 
And  fyndyn  rayrthis  many  on. 

In  pley  of  parailyse. 
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Abraham.  I  am  Abraham,  fadyr  trowe. 
That  reyned  after  Noes  flowe ; 
A  sory  synne  Adam  gan  sowe, 

That  clad  us  alle  in  care. 
A  sone  that  maydenys  mylk  hath  sokyn. 
And  with  his  blood  oure  bonde  hath  brokyn, 
Helle  logge  Ijrth  uidokyn, 

ffro  fylthe  with  frende  we  fare* 

Anima  Chriati.  fiayre  ffrendys,  now  be  je  wunne, 
On  30W  shyneth  the  sothfast  sunne ; 
Tiie  gost  that  alle  grevaunce  hath  gunne, 

fful  harde  I  xal  hym  bynde. 
As  wyckyd  werme  thou  gunne  apere. 
To  tray  my  chylderyn  that  were  so  dere, 
Therfore,  traytour,  hevermore  here 

Newe  peynes  thou  xalt  evyr  ffynde. 

Thorwe  blood  I  took  of  mannys  kynde, 
Ifals  devyl,  I  here  the  bynde, 
In  endles  sorwe  I  the  wynde, 

Therin  evyrmore  to  dwelle. 
Now  thou  art  bownde,  thou  mayst  not  fle, 
ffbr  thin  envyous  cruelty 
In  endeles  dampnacian  xalt  thou  be, 

And  nevyr  comyn  out  of  helle. 

Belialle.  Alas !  herrow  !  now  am  I  bownde. 
In  helle  gonge  to  ly  on  grounde. 
In  hendles  sorwe  now  am  I  wounde, 

In  care  evyr  more  to  dwelle. 
In  helle  logge  I  ly3  alone, 
Now  is  my  joye  awey  al  gone, 
iFor  alle  fendys  xul  be  my  fone, 

I  xal  nevyr  com  from  helle. 


I 


I 
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Amma  Christi.  Now  is  jour  ffoo  boundya  in  lielle, 
That  evyr  was  besy  jow  for  to  qwelle ; 
Now  wele  I  rysyn  (Hesche  and  ffelle, 

that  rent  was  for  jour  sake. 
Myn  owyn  body  that  hynge  on  rode. 
And  be  the  Jewys  nevyr  bo  wode, 
It  xal  aryse  bothe  flesche  and  blode ; 

My  body  now  wyl  I  take, 

Taac  trarukt  anima  Christi  ad  rentacilandum  corpus, 
quo  resutcilalo,  dicat  Jhesvs, 

Jhesus.  Harde  gatys  have  I  gon, 
And  peynes  Gofryd  many  on, 
Stomblyd  at  stake  and  at  ston, 

Ny5  thre  and  thretty  jere. 
I  lyght  out  of  my  faderes  trone, 
fibr  to  amende  mannye  mone; 
My  flesche  was  betyn  to  the  bon, 

My  blood  i-bledde  clere. 

.-ffor  mannys  love  I  tholyd  dede. 
And  for  mannys  love  I  am  rysyn  up  rede, 
ffor  man  I  have  mad  my  body  in  brede. 

His  sowle  for  to  fede. 
Man,  and  thou  lete  meyns  gone, 
And  wylt  not  folwyn  roe  anone, 
Suche  a  frende  fyndyst  thou  nevyr  none, 

To  help  the  at  thi  nede. 

Salve,  sancta  parens !  my  modyr  dere  ! 
Alle  heyl,  modyr,  with  glad  chere  ! 
Sot  now  is  aresyn,  with  body  clere, 

Thi  sone  that  was  delve  depe. 
This  is  the  thrydde  day  that  I  jow  tolde, 
I  xuld  arysyn  out  of  the  cley  so  colde, — 
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Now  am  I  here  with  brest  ful  bolde, 

Therfore  no  more  30  wepe. 

Maria.  Welcom^  my  Lord !  welcom^  my  grace ! 
Welcome^  my  sone^  and  my  solace  ! 
I  xal  the  wurchep  in  every  place,-— 

Welcom,  Lord  Grod  of  myght ! 
Mekel  sorwe  in  hert  I  leed, 
Whan  thou  were  leyd  in  dethis  beed, 
But  now  my  blysse  is  newly  breed,«i^ 

Alle  men  may  joye  this  syght. 

Jhesui.  Alle  this  werlde  that  was  forlorn, 
Shal  wurchepe  30U  bothe  evyn  and  mom, 
ffor  had  I  not  of  50W  be  bom, 

Man  had  be  lost  in  helle. 
I  was  deed,  and  lyff  I  have, 
And  thorwe  my  dethe  man  do  I  save, 
ffor  now  I  am  resyn  out  of  my  grave. 

In  hevyn  man  xal  now  dwelle. 

Maria.  A,  dere  sone  !  these  wurdys  ben  goode. 
Thou  hast  wel  comfortyd  my  momyng  moode 
Blyssyd  be  thi  precyous  bloode. 

That  mankende  thus  doth  save  ! 
Jhesus.  Now,  dere  modyr,  my  leve  I  take  ; 
Joye  in  hert  and  myrthe  3e  make, 
ffor  dethe  is  deed  and  lyff  dothe  wake. 

Now  I  am  resyn  fro  my  grave ! 

Maria,  ffarewel,  my  sone  !  farewel,  my  childe ! 
ffarewel,  my  Lorde !  my  God  so  mylde  ! 
Myn  hert  is  wele  that  ffyrst  was  whylde  ; 
ffarewel,  myn  owyn  dere  love  I 
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Now  aile  tnankynde  betbe  gkd  with  gl«*, 
flbr  deth  ts  deed,  as  ^e  may  se, 
And  Ijrff  is  rcysed  endles  to  be 

In  hevjR  dwetlynge  above  ! 

Whan  my  sone  was  oayled  on  tre, 
Alle  women  myght  rewe  with  me, 
ffor  grettere  aorwe  myght  nevyr  doq  be. 

Than  I  deiie  suETyr  i-wjs. 
Bat  thid  joy  now  passj'th  alle  eorwe, 
That  tny  chiide  suffryd  in  that  banl  mofwe, 
ffbr  now  ht*  is  otire  alderers  borwe, 

To  brynge  us  alle  to  blys. 

Tine  ev^iiaitini  mi&te*  ttputcriy  et  Seetprimat  mila. 

Awake '.  awake  ! 
Hillis  gyn  quake, 
And  tres  ben  shake 

Ful  nere  a  too. 
Stony s  clevyd, 
Wyttys  ben  revid, 
Erys  ben  devid, 

I  am  sornd  soo. 

Secundum  miles.  He  is  aresyn,  this  is  no  oay, 
That  was  deed  and  colde  in  clay, — 
Now  is  he  resyn  belyve  this  day, 

Grett  woundyr  it  is  to  me. 
He  is  resyn  by  his  owyn  myght, 
And  fforthe  he  gotlie  his  wey  ful  ryght; 
How  xul  we  now  us  qwytte. 

Whan  Pylat  doth  us  se  ? 


Teriiua  miles.  Lete  us  now  go 
Ptlat  ontoo. 
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And  ryght  evjrn  so, 

As  we  have  sayn. 
The  trewthe  we  say. 
That  out  of  clay, 
He  is  resyn  this  day 

That  Jewys  han  slayn. 

Qjumiu8  ndlei.  I  holde  it  best, 
Lete  us  nevyr  rest. 
But  go  we  prest 

That  it  were  done. 
Alle  heyl,  Pilatt 
In  thin  astat ! 
He  is  resyn  up  latt, 

That  thou  gast  dome. 

Pilat.  ^^Tiat!  what !  whatl  whatl         I 
Out  upon  the,  why  seyst  thou  that? 
ffy  upon  the,  harlat, 

How  darst  thou  so  say  ? 
Thou  dost  myn  herte  ryght  grett  greff ! 
Thou  lyest  upon  hym,  fals  theff ; 
How  xulde  he  rysyn  ageyn  to  lyff. 

That  lay  deed  in  clay  ? 

Primus  miles.  3a,  thow  thou  be  nevyr  so  wrothe, 
And  of  these  tydandys  nevjrr  so  lothe, 
3itt  goodly  on  ground  on  lyve  he  gothe, 

Qwycke  and  levynge  man. 
Yff  thou  haddyst  a  ben  ther  we  ware. 
In  hert  thou  xuldyst  han  had  gret  care. 
And  of  blysse  a  ben  ryght  bare. 

Of  colore  bothe  pale  and  whan. 

Pilatus,  Or  30  come  there, 
3e  dede  alle  swere, 
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To  fyght  in  fere. 

And  bete  and  bynde. 
Alle  this  was  traj^n, 
3aur  wurdes  wore  vayn. 
This  is  sertayn, 

30 w  fals  I  fynde. 

Secundus  miles.  Be  the  dethe  the  devyl  dejrd. 
We  were  of  hym  so  sore  atreyd, 
That  ffor  ffer  we  us  down  leyd 

Ryght  evyn  upon  oure  syde. 
Whan  wo  were  leyd  upon  tlie  grounde, 
Stylle  we  lay  as  we  had  be  bounde, 
We  durst  not  ryse  for  a  thousand  pouiide, 

Ne  not  for  alle  this  wortde  so  wyde. 

Pilatua.  Now  ffy  upon  }our  grett  bost ! 

Alle  }our  wurchep  is  now  lost ; 

In  felde,  in  town,  and  in  every  cost, 

Men  may  jow  dyspravyn. 
Now  alle  30ur  wurchep  it  is  lorn, 
And  every  man  may  3DW  we  scorn. 
And  bydde  30W  go  syttyn  in  the  corn. 

And  chare  awey  the  ravyn. 

Tertws  miles.  3  a,  it  was  hy3  tyme  to  leya  oure  bost, 
ffor  whan  the  body  toke  a3en  the  gost. 
He  wold  a  frayd  many  an  oet, 

Kynge,  knyght,  and  knave. 
3a,  whan  he  dede  ryse  out  of  his  lake, 
Than  was  ther  suche  an  erthe-quake. 
That  alle  the  worlde  St  gan  to  shake, 

That  made  ua  ffor  to  rave. 

Quarlus  miles.  3a,  3a,  herke,  ffelawys,  what  I  xal  say ; 
Late  us  not  ses  be  nyght  nor  day, 
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But  telle  the  trewthe,  rygfat  as  it  lay, 

In  country  where  we  goo. 
And  than  I  dare  ley  myn  heed, 
That  thei  that  Crystes  lawys  leed, 
They  wyl  nevyr  ses  tyl  they  be  deed, 

His  dethe  that  brought  hym  too. 

Primus  miles.  Be  Belyalle,  this  was  now  wele  ment ; 
To  this  cowncelle  lete  us  consent, 
Lett  us  go  tellyn  with  on  assent. 

He  is  resyn  'Up  llus  day. 
Secundus  miles.   I  grawnt  therto,  and  that  forthe 

That  he  is  resyn  by  his  owyn  myght,- 
ffor  ther  cam  non,  be  day  nor  nyght, 

To  helpe  hym  owte  of  clay. 
» 
Pilatus.  Now,  jentyl  seres,  I  yray  30W  alle 
Abyde  stylle  a  Ijrtyl  thralle, 
Whylle  that  I  mjm  cowncell  calle. 

And  here  of  ther  councelle. 
Primus  mUes.  Syr,  att  3our  prayour  we  wyl  abyde 
Here  in  this  place  «  lytel  tyde. 
But  tary  not  to  Icmge,  ffor  we  must  ryde, — 

We  may  not  longe  dwelle. 

Pilaius.  Now^  jentyl  seres,  I  pray  50W  here, 
Sum  good  cowncel  me  to  lere. 
ffor  sertesy  seres,  without  dwere, 

We  stounde  in  ryght  grett  dowte. 
Cayphas.  Now  trewly,  sere,  I  50W  telle. 
This  matere  is  bothe  ffers  and  ffelle, 
Combros  it  is  therwith  to  melle. 

And  evyl  to  be  browth  abowte. 
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Jnnas.  Syr  Pylat,  thou  grett  justyse, 

Thow  tliou  be  of  wittys  wyse, 

jit  herke  fful  sadly  with  good  devyae, 

What  that  thou  xalt  do. 
I  couDsel  the,  be  my  reed, 
This  wundyrful  tale  pray  hem  to  liedp, 
And  upon  this  30 ve  hem  good  mede, 

Botlie  golde  and  eylver  also. 

And,  sere,  I  xalle  telle  jow  why. 
In  joure  erys  prevyly, 
Betweyn  us  thre  serteynly. 

Now  herk,  seres,  in  jour  erye  '. 

Hicfadani  Pilalus,  Cayphas,  el  Annat,  privatim  inter 
se,  comnlium ;  qnofinito,  dicat, 

Jnnas.  ffor  mede  dothe  most  in  every  qweet, 
And  mede  is  mayster,  bothe  est  and  west, 
Now  trewly,  seres,  1  held  tills  best, 

With  mede  men  may  bynde  berys. 

CayphM.  Sekyr,  sere,  this  counselle  is  good ; 
Pray  these  knyghtes  to  chaunge  ther  mood ; 
3eve  then  golde,  ETeste,  and  9bod, 

And  that  may  chaunge  ther  wytt. 
Pylatt.  Seres,  joure  good  councel  I  xalle  fulfylle : 
Now,  jentyl  knyhtes,  come  hedyr  me  tylle, 
I  yray  50W,  seres,  of  jour  good  wylle, 

No  ferther  that  36  fflytt. 


Jentyl  knyhtes,  I  jow  pray, 
A  bettyr  sawe  that  36  say ; 
Se;  ther  he  was  cawth  away 

With  his  dyscyplis  be  oyght. 
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Sey  he  was  with  his  dyscyplis  ffett, 
I  wolde  3e  worn  in  )our  sadelys  saett. 
And  have  here  gold  in  a  purs  knett. 

And  to  Rome  rydyth  ryght. 

Quartui  mUe».  Nov,  Syr  PyUtt, 
We  gon  oure  gatt, 
We  wylle  not  prate 

No  lengere  now. 
Now  we  have  golde. 
No  talys  xul  be  tolde 
To  whithtes  on  wolde. 

We  make  the  a  vow. 

Pilatu*.  Now,  je  men  of  mythe, 
As  36  ban  hyght, 
Evyn  so  forthe  lyght, 

3oUTe  wurdyB  not  folle. 
And  36  xul  gon 
With  me  anon, 
A  lie  everychon 

Into  myn  halle. 

Primiu  mileg.  Now  hens  we  go 
As  lyth  as  ro ; 
And  ryght  evyn  so 

As  we  han  seyd, 
We  xul  kepe  connsel. 
Where  so  evyr  we  dwelte 
We  xul  no  talys  telle, — 

Be  not  dysmayd. 


XXXVI.  THE  THREE  MARIES. 


rHic  venient  ad  sepulcrum  Maria  Magdalene,  Maria 
Jacnbi,  el  Maria  Solomce  ;  el  dicil  Maria  Magdalene, 


I 


Swete  systeryn,  I  >ow  beseche, 
Heryght  now  my  specyal  speche  j 
Go  we  with  salvys  £For  to  leche 

Cryst  that  tliolyd  wounde. 
He  liath  us  wonnyn  owt  of  wreclie  ; 
The  ryght  wey  God  wyl  U8  teche 
ffbr  to  seke  my  lorde,  my  ledie, 

His  blood  hath  me  unbownde. 


vij.  devyls  in  me  were  pyght: 

My  love,  my  lord,  my  God  Almyght, 

Awey  he  weryd  tho  ffyndys  wight 

With  bis  wyae  wurde. 
He  drofF  fro  me  the  feades  lees, 
In  myn  swete  sowle  his  cliawmere  I  ches, 
In  me  belevyth  the  lorde  of  pes, 

I  go  to  his  burryenge  boorde, 

Maria  Jacobt.  My  systerea  sone  I  wool  he  was. 
He  lyth  in  here  as  sunne  in  glas, 
The  chylde  was  bom  by  oxe  and  bbsc 

Up  ia  a  bestys  stalle. 
Thow  his  body  be  gravyd  undyr  gras. 
The  grete  godhede  is  nevyr  the  lasse. 
The  Lord  xal  ryeyn  and  gon  his  pas. 

And  comfortyn  hii  ffrendys  alle. 
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Maria  Salama:.  My  name  is  Mary  Salome^ 
His  modyr  and  I  systeres  we  be^ 
Annys  dowteres  we  be  alle  thre,— > 

Jhesu»  we  be  thin  awntys. 
The  naylis  gun  his  lemys  feyn, 
And  the  spere  gan  punche  and  peyn, 
Ontho  woundys  we  wold  have  eyn^ 

That  grace  now  God  graunt  us. 

Maria  Magdalene.  Now  go  we  stylle. 
With  good  wylle, 

Ther  he  is  leyd. 
He  deyd  on  crowche, 
We  wolde  hjrm  towche, 

As  we  han  seyd. 

Tunc  respicit  Maria  Magdalene  in  septdcro,  dicenSj 

Where  is  my  Liord  that  was  here. 
That  for  me  bledde  bowndyn  in  brere  ? 
His  body  was  beryed  rygh  by  this  mere^ 

That  ffor  me  gan  deye. 
The  Jewys,  ffekylle  and  £PaIs  ffownde. 
Where  have  thei  do  the  body  with  wounde  ? 
He  lythe  not  upon  this  grownde, 

The  body  is  don  aweye. 

Maria  Jacobi.  To  my  Lorde,  my  love,  my  firende, 
ffayn  wolde  I  salve  a  spende, 
And  I  myght  aught  amende 

His  woundys  depe  and  wyde. 
To  my  lorde  I  owe  lowlyt^, 
Bothe  homage  and  fewt^ 
I  wolde  with  my  dewt6 

A  softy d  hand  and  syde. 

A  A  9 
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Maria  Salome.  To  myghtfful  God  omnypot'^nt, 
I  bere  a  boyst  of  oynement ; 
I  wold  lian  softyd  his  sore  dent, 

His  sydyd  al  abowte. 
Lombe  of  L#ove  withowt  lothe, 
I  Rj'nde  tlie  not,  myn  hert  is  wroth, 
In  the  sepulcre  ther  lytli  a  ctotb, 

And  jentyl  Jhesu  is  owte. 

Angelas.  Wendytb  fforthe,  je  women  tlire. 
Into  the  strete  of  Galyl^  ; 
jour  Savyour  ther  xul  je  se 

Walkynge  in  the  waye. 
jour  ffleschely  iorde  now  hath  lyff, 
That  Jpyd  on  tre  witli  strook  and  stryff ; 
Wende  fforthe,  thou  wepynge  wyfF, 

And  seke  hym,  I  the  saye. 

Now,  gothe  fforthe  ffast  alle  thre 
To  lijs  dyscyplys  ffayr  and  fre, 
And  to  Petyr  the  trewthe  telle  je, — 

Therof  have  je  no  dreed. 
Spare  je  not  the  soth  to  say, 
He  that  was  deed  and  closyd  in  clay, 
He  is  resyn  this  same  day, 

And  levjth  with  woundys  reed. 


Maria  Maffdaten.  A,  myrthe  and  joye  in  herte  we  have ! 
ffor  now  is  resyn  out  of  his  grave, 
He  levyth  now  oure  lyf  to  save. 

That  dede  lay  in  the  clay. 
Maria  Jacoby.  In  hert  I  was  ryght  sore  dynnayd, 
The  aunge)  to  us  whan  that  he  sayd 
That  Cryst  is  resyn  ;   I  was  affrayd 

The  aungel  whan  I  say. 
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Maria  Salome.  Now  lete  us  alle  thre  fulfylle  ^ 
The  angelys  wurde  and  Goddys  wylle, 
Lett  us  sey,  with  voys  wul  shrylle,      — 

Cryst  that  Jewys  dede  sle, 
Oure  Lord  that  naylyd  was  on  the  rode, 
And  betyn  out  was  his  bodyes  blode. 
He  is  aresyn,  thoughe  they  ben  wode ; 

Ay  Lorde  1  3itt  wele  thou  be ! 

Maria  Magdalene  dicit  Peiro  et  cateris  apostolis, 

Bretheryn  alle,  in  herte  be  glad, 

Bothe  blythe  and  joyful  in  herte  ful  fayn, 

ffor  ryght  good  tydandys  have  we  had 

That  oure  Lord  is  resyn  agayn ! 
An  aungel  bade  us  ryght  thus  sertayn. 
To  the,  Petyr,  that  we  xulde  telle. 
How  Cryst  is  resyn,  the  whiche  was  slayn, 

A  lovynge  man  evyr  more  to  dwelle. 

Maria  Jacobi.  To  lyve  is  resyn  ageyn  that  Lorde, 

The  qwyche  Judas  to  Jewys  solde; 
Of  this  I  here  ryght  trewe  recorde. 

By  wurdys  that  the  aungel  tolde. 
Now  myrthe  and  joye  to  man  on  molde ! 

Every  man  now  myrthe  may  have  ! 
He  that  was  closyd  in  cley  ful  colde 

This  day  is  resyn  owt  of  his  grave  ! 

Petrus.  Sey  me,  sjrsteryn,  with  wurdys  blythe. 

May  I  troste  to  that  3e  say  ? 
Is  Cryst  resyn  ageyn  to  lyve. 

That  was  ded  and  colde  in  clay  ? 
Maria  Salome.  3a,  trostythe  us  truly,  it  is  no  nay ; 

He  is  aresyn,  it  is  no  les ; 
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And  so  an  aurgel  us  toUe  this  day. 
With  opyn  voys  and  specho  expres. 

Johannes,  ja,  these  be  tjrdyngea  of  rygbt  grat  blys. 

That  oure  mayster  resyn  xulde  be ; 
I  wyt  go  renne  in  hast  i-wys, 

And  loke  my  Lord  yf  I  may  se. 
Peirus.  Sbr  joye  also  I  renne  wilh  the, 

My  brother  John,  as  I  the  say ; 
In  haat  anon  evjTi  fortha  go  we, — 

To  his  grave  we  renne  oure  way. 

-  Hie  curruni  Johannes  ei  Petrus  simul  ad  tepulcrum  ; 
'.t  Johannes  prius  venit  ad  monumenium,  sed  non  inlrat. 

Johannes.  The  same  shete  here  I  se 

That  Crystya  body  was  in  wounde  ; 
But  he  is  gon,  where  so  ever  he  be, 

He  lyth  not  here  upon  this  grownde. 

Peirus  intrat  monumentum,  et  dicU  Petriis, 

In  this  cornere  the  shete  is  fownde, 

And  here  we  fynde  the  sudary 
In  the  whiche  his  hed  was  wounde, 

W'han  he  was  take  from  Calvary. 

Hie  intrat  Johannes  monumentum,  dicens. 

The  same  sudary  and  tlie  same  ehete, 

Here  with  my  syth  I  se  bothe  tweyn ; 
Now  may  I  wele  knowe  and  wete. 

That  he  is  rysyn  to  lyve  ageyn. 
Onto  oure  bretheryti  lete  us  go  seyn 

The  trewthe  ryght  hevyn  as  it  is ; 
Oure  mayster  lyvythe,  the  wheche  was  slayn, 

AUemyghty  Lorde  and  kyoge  of  blya. 
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Petrus.  No  lengere  here  wylle  we  dwelle, 

To  cure  bretheryn  the  wey  we  take ; 
llie  trewthe  to  them  whan  that  we  telle, 

Grett  joye  in  hert  than  wul  thei  make. 

Hie  Petnis  loquitur  omnibus  cg^stolis  rimtU  collectis. 

Bethe  mery,  bretheryn,  for  Crystys  sake, — 
That  man  that  is  oure  mayster  so  good, 

ffrom  deth  to  Ijrve  he  is  awake, 
That  sore  was  rent  upon  the  rood. 

Johannes.  As  women  seyd  so  have  we  fownde, 

Remevyd  awey  we  saw  the  ston ; 
He  lyth  no  lengere  undyr  the  grownde. 

Out  of  his  grave  oure  mayster  is  gon. 

Omnes  congregaius  Thomas, 

We  have  grett  woundyr  everychon 

Of  these  wurdys  that  36  do  speke ; 
A  ston  ful  hevy  lay  hym  upon, 

ffrom  undyr  that  ston  how  xuld  he  breke  ? 

Petrus.  The  trewthe  to  tellyn  it  passyth  oure  witt, 

Wethyr  he  be  resyn  thorwe  his  owyn  myght. 
Or  ellys  stolyn  out  of  his  pitt 

Be  sum  man  prevely  be  nyght. 
That  he  is  gon  we  saw  with  syght, 

ffor  in  his  grave  he  is  nowth ; 
We  cannot  tellyn  in  what  plyght, 

Out  of  his  grave  tliat  he  is  browth. 


XXXVII.  CHRIST  APPEARING  TO 

MARY. 


Maria  Magdalene  goth  to  the  grave,  and  < 
nnd  "eylh, 

ffor  liertyly  Eorwe  myn  herte  dotlie  broke, 

^Vith  wepynge  terys  I  wasche  my  face ; 
Alas !  ffor  sorwe  I  may  not  speke. 

My  Lorde  is  gon  that  hereinne  wase : 
Myn  owyn  dere  Lorde  and  kjEge  of  gras. 

That  vij,  develys  ffro  me  dyd  take, 
I  kan  iiat  se  liym,  alas  !  alas  I 

He  is  stolyn  awey  owt  of  this  lake. 


•eplfth. 


Aungeliis.  Woman,  that  stondyst  here  alone? 

Why  dost  thou  wepe,  and  tnorne,  and  wepe  so  sore  ? 
Wliat  cawse  hast  thou  to  make  Buche  mone? 

Why  makyst  thou  suche  sorwe,  and  wherefore  ? 
Maria  Magdalene.  I  have  gret  eawse  to  wepe  evynnore ; 

My  Lord  is  take  out  of  his  grave, 
Stolyn  awey  and  fro  me  lore, 

I  kannot  wete  where  hym  to  have. 

Hie  pantm  deambutel  a  sepulcro,  dicetu, 
Alas !  alas  !  what  xal  I  do  ? 

My  Lord  awey  is  fro  me  take  ; 
A,  wofu!  wrecche  !  whedyr  xal  I  go  ? 

My  Joya  U  gon  owth  of  thii  lake. 
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Jhena,  Woman^  suche  mornynge  why  dost  thou  make  ? 

Why  is  thi  chere  so  hevy  and  badde  ? 
Why  dost  thou  sythe  so  sore  and  qwake  ? 

Why  dost  thou  wepe  so  sore  and  sadde  ?  ^.  --^ 

Maria  Magdalene.  A  grettyr  cawse  had  nevyr  woman, 

ffor  to  wepe  bothe  nyth  and  day, 
Than  I  myself  have  in  serteyn. 

And  for  to  sorwyn  evyr  and  ay. 
Alas !  ffor  sorwe  myn  hert  doth  blede, 

My  Lorde  is  take  fro  me  away ; 
I  muste  nedys  sore  wepe  and  grede  ; 

Where  he  is  put  I  kan  not  say. 

But,  jentyl  gardener,  I  pray  to  the, 

If  thou  hym  took  out  of  his  grave. 
Telle  me  qwere  I  may  hym  se. 
That  I  may  go  my  Lorde  to  have. 
/   Jkems.  MARIA. 

V    Maria  Magdalene.  A !  mayster  and  Lorde  to  the  I  crave. 
As  thou  art  Lord  and  kynge  of  blys !  [Spectans. 

Graunt  me.  Lord,  and  thou  vowchesave 
Thyn  holy  ffete  that  I  may  kys ! 

Jhesua.  Towche  me  nott  as  3ett,  Mary, 

ffor  to  my  fadyr  I  have  not  ascende ; 
But  to  my  bretheryn  in  hast  the  hy3, 

With  these  gode  wurdys  here  care  amende. 
Sey  to  my  bretheryn  that  I  intende 

To  stey  to  my  fadyr  and  to  30wre, 
To  oure  Lord  both  Grod  and  frende, 

I  wyl  ascende  to  hevyn  towre. 

In  hevyn  to  ordeyn  30W  a  place. 
To  my  ffadyr  now  wyl  I  go ; 
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To  merthc,  and  joyo,  and  grett  solace, 

And  endeles  blyg  to  brynge  jow  to, 
flbr  man  I  suiferyd  both  schame  and  wo. 

More  spytcful  deth  nevyr  man  dyd  take, 
)it  wyl  I  ordeyn  fibr  al  this,  lo. 

In  hevyn  aa  halle  for  mannys  sake  I 

Maria  Magdalyn.  Gracjous  Lord,  at  jour  byddyng. 

To  alle  my  bretheryn  I  xal  go  t«Ue 
How  that  3e  be  man  levynge, 

Quyk  and  qwetliynge  of  flescbe  and  ffetle. 
Now  alle  hevynes  I  may  expelle. 

And  myrth  and  joy  now  take  to  me ; 
My  Lord  that  I  have  lovyd  so  wele, 

With  opyn  ayght  I  dede  hym  se. 

Whan  I  Eowght  my  Lord  in  grave, 

I  was  fful  aory  and  ryght  ead  j 
ffor  syght  of  hym  I  myght  non  have, 

ffor  mornynge  sore  I  was  nere  mad. 
Grettere  sorwe  jit  nevyr  whithe  had. 

Whan  my  Lord  awey  was  gon. 
But  now  in  herte  I  am  so  glad, 

So  grett  a  joy  nevyr  wyff  had  non. 

How  myght  I  more  gretter  joye  have, 

Than  se  that  Lorde  with  opyn  syght, 
The  whiche  my  sowle  from  synne  to  save, 

fErom  develys  sefue  he  mad  me  qwyght? 

Tliere  kan  no  tounge  my  joye  expres, 

Now  I  have  seyn  my  Lorde  on  lyve ; 
To  my  bretheryn  I  wyl  me  dresse. 

And  telle  to  hem  a  non  ryght  belyve  : 


I 


'^: 


5*  ' 
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With  opyn  speche  I  xal  me  shryve, 
And  telle  to  hem,  with  wurdys  pleyn 

How  that  Cryst  ffrom  deth  to  lyve, 
To  endles  blys  is  resyn  ageyn. 

Bretheryn,  al  blyth  36  be, 

fibr  joyful  tydynges  tellyn  I  kan ; 
I  saw  oure  Lorde  Cryst,  lyste  wel  to  me, 

Of  flesche  and  bon  quyk  levynge  man. 
Beth  glad  and  joyful,  as  for  than, 

fibr  trost  me  trewly  it  is  ryght  thus, 
Mowthe  to  mowthe,  this  is  sertayn, 

I  spak  ryght  now  with  Cryst  Jhesus. 

Petrus.  A  woundyrful  tale  forsothe  is  this : 

Ever  onowryd  oure  Liorde  mote  be ! 
We  pray  the,  Lord,  and  kynge  of  blj^, 

Onys  thi  presence  that  we  may  se  ! 
Ere  thu  ascende  to  thi  magest^, 

Gracyous  God,  if  that  3e  plese. 
Late  us  have  sum  syght  of  the, 

Oure  careful  hertes  to  sett  in  ease !     Amen! 

.    EocpUdt  apparicio  Marue  Magdalen. 


XXXVllI.  THE  PILGIIIM  OF  EMAUS. 


1 


Hie  incipil  aparido  Ckopha  el  Luae. 
Cleophas.  My  brother,  Lucas,  I  30W  pray, 

Plesynge  to  jow  if  that  it  be, 
To  the  castel  of  Emawus,  a  lytyl  way. 

That  je  vowchesaf  to  go  with  me. 
Lucas.  Alle  reily,  brother,  I  walke  with  the 

To  jone  castelle  with  ryght  good  chere ; 
Evyn  togedyr  anon  go  we, 

Brother  Cleophas,  we  to  in  fere. 

Cleophas.  A  !  brother  Lucas  1  I  am  sore  mevyd, 

Wlian  Cryst  oure  mayster  comyth  in  my  mynde  ; 
Whan  that  1  thynke  how  he  was  grevyd, 

Joye  in  niyn  herte  kan  1  non  fynde ; 
He  was  so  lowlye,  so  good,  so  kynde, 

Holy  of  lyf,  and  meke  of  mood ; 
Alas !  the  Jewys  thei  were  to  blynde, 

Hym  for  to  kylle  that  was  so  good ! 

Lucas.  Brothyr  Cleophas,  je  sey  ful  soth, 

They  were  to  cursyd  and  to  cruelle ; 
And  Judas  that  traytor,  he  was  to  lothe 

flbr  golde  and  sylvyr  his  mayster  to  selle. 
The  Jewys  were  redy  hym  for  to  qwelle, 

W'itli  skorgys  bete  out  alle  his  blood; 
Alas !  thei  were  to  fers  and  flFelle ; 

Shamfully  thei  henge  hym  on  a  rood ! 
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Cleophas.  3a,  betwen  to  thevys,  alas !  for  shame. 

They  henge  hym  up  with  body  rent ; 
Alas !  alas  I  they  were  to  blame, 

To  cursyd  and  cruel  was  ther  intent. 
Whan  for  thurste  he  was  nere  shent, 

Ey3il  and  galle  thei  30vyn  hym  to  drynke ; 
Alas !  for  ruthe  his  dethe  thei  bent 

In  a  fibwle  place  of  horryble  stynke ! 

Lucas.  3a,  and  cawse  in  hym  cowde  they  non  fynde ; 

Alas,  for  sorwe !  what  was  here  thought? 
And  he  dede  helpe  bothe  lame  and  blynde. 

And  alle  seke  men  that  were  hym  browght : 
A3en8  vice  alwey  he  wrought, 

Synfulle  dede  wold  he  nevyr  do, 
3it  hym  to  kylle  thei  sparyd  nought ; 

Alas !  alas !  why  dede  they  so? 

Jhe9U8.  Welle  ovyrtake,  30  serys  in  same. 

To  walke  in  felachep  with  30W  I  pray. 
Lucas.  Welcom,  serys,  in  Goddys  name ! 

Of  good  felachep  we  sey  not  nay. 
Jkesus.  Qwhat  is  30ur  langage,  to  me  3e  say,   y^ 

That  30  have  to-gedyr,  3e  to  ?     y 
Sory  and  evysum  3e  ben  alway,      ^ 

30ur  myrthe  is  gon ;  why  is  it  so  ? 

Cleophas.  Sere,  me  thynkyth  thou  art  a  pore  pylgrym 

Here  walkynge  be  thiselfe  alone, 
And  in  the  cet^  of  Jerusalem,    * 

Thou  knowyst  ryght  lytyl  what  ther  is  done ; 
ffbr  pylgrymys  comyn  and  gon  ryth  sone, 

Ryght  lytyl  whyle  pylgrymes  do  dwelle ; 
In  alle  Jerusalem  as  thou  hast  gone, 

I  trowe  no  tydynges  that  thou  canst  telle. 
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Jhemi.  Why,  in  Jherusalem  what  tliyiigo  is  wrought  ? 

What  tydynges  fro  thens  brynge  je  ? 
Lucas,  Al  ther  have  they  slayn  a.  man  for  naught ; 

Cyltlea  he  was,  as  we  telle  the ; 
An  holy  prophete  with  God  was  he. 

Myghtyly  in  wurde  and  eke  io  dede; 
Of  God  he  had  ryght  grett  poost^, 

Amonge  the  pepyl  his  natne  gan  aprede. 

1   He  hyght  Jhesu  of  Najarethe, 

A  man  he  was  of  ryght  grett  fame ; 
Tlie  Jewys  hym  kylde  with  cruel  dethe, 

Witliout  trespas  or  any  blame  : 
Hym  to  acome  they  had  grett  game, 

And  iiayhd  hym  streyte  ontylle  a  tre  ; 
Alas !  alas !  me  thynkyth  grett  shame, 

Without  cawse  that  this  xulde  be. 

Cleophas.  ;a,  sere,  and  ryght  grett  troste  in  hym  we  had, 

AUe  Israel  country  that  he  xuld  save ; 
The  thrydde  day  is  this  that  he  was  clad 

In  coold  cley  and  leyd  in  grave. 
}itt  woundyrful  tydynges  of  hym  we  have. 

Of  women  that  sought  hym  befbm  day-lythe ; 
Wethyr  they  sey  truthe  or  ellys  do  rave. 

We  can  not  telle  the  trewe  verdythe. 

Whan  Cryst  in  grave  thei  cowde  not  te. 

They  comyn  to  ub  and  evyn  thus  tolde. 
How  that  an  aungelle  eeyd  to  them  thre, 

That  he  xuld  leve  with  brest  IFuI  bolde. 
}itt  Petyr  and  John  preve  this  wolde, 

To  Crystys  grave  they  ran,  thei  tweyne ; 
And  whan  they  come  to  the  grave  bo  coolde, 

They  fownde  tJie  women  fful  trewe  serteyne. 
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Jhesus.  A !  36  fibnnys  and  slought  of  herte  .  i 

fibr  to  beleve  in  holy  Scrypture !       t    ' 
Have  not  prophetys  with  wurdys  nnerte. 

Spoke  be  tokenys  in  signifure, 
That  Cryste  xuld  deye  ffor  jour  valure, 

And  syib  entre  hit  joye  and  Uys  ?     ^ 
Why  be  30  of  herte  so  dure. 

And  trust  not  in  God  that  myghtful  is  ? 

Bothe  Moyses  and  Aaron  and  othyr  mo, 

In  holy  Scrypture  30  may  rede  it, 
Of  Crystis  dethe  thei  spak  also, 

And  how  he  xuld  ryse  out  of  his  jntt. 
Owt  of  ffeyth  than  why  do  je  fflitte, 

Whan  holy  prophetys  30W  teche  so  pleyne  ? 
Tume  30ur  thought  and  chaunge  30ur  witte, 

And  truste  wele  that  Cryst  dothe  leve  ageyne. 

Lucas,  l^ve  ageyn  !  man,  be  in  pes ; 

How  xulde  a  ded  man  evyr  aryse  ? 
I  cowncelle  the  suche  wurdys  to  ses, 

ffbr  dowte  of  Pylat,  that  hy3  justyce. 
He  was  slayn  at  the  gre  asyse, 

Be  councelle  of  lordys  many  on ; 
Of  suche  langage  take  bettyr  avyse, 

In  every  company  ther  thou  dost  gon. 

Christus.  Trewthe  dyd  nevyr  his  maystyr  shame } 

Why  xulde  I  ses  than  trewth  to  say? 
Be  Jonas  the  propbete  I  preve  the  same, 

That  was  in  a  whalljrs  body  iij.  nyghtis  and  iij.  day ; 
So  longe  Cryst  in  his  grave  lay. 

As  Jonas  was  withinne  the  se ; 
His  grave  is  brokyn  that  was  of  clay, 

To  lyff  resyn  ajen  now  is  be. 
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deopMaa.  S«j  nott  so,  man,  it  may  not  be, 

Thow  thjn  exaumj^e  be  Eumdele  good ; 
flur  Jooas  oo  lyve  evyr  more  was  he. 

And  Cryst  w^  slayn  upon  a  rood. 
The  Jewys  on  hym  they  were  so  wood, 

That  to  his  berte  a  spere  they  pyght, 
He  bled  owt  alle  his  herte  blood  ; 

How  xulde  the  thaoDe  ryse  with  myght? 

Ckrittua.  Take  hede  at  Aaron  and  his  dede  styk, 

Whiche  was  ded  of  his  nature, 
And  3it  he  florywhyd  with  flowres  ful  thyk, 

And  bare  ahuaundys  of  grett  valure. 
The  dede  styb  was  agnifure. 

Holy  Ciyst  that  shamiully  was  deed  and  slayn, 
As  tiiat  dede  styk  bare  ^te  ful  pure. 

So  Cryst  xuld  ryse  to  lyve  ageyn. 

Lucas.  That  s  deed  styk  finite  xulde  here, 

I  merveyle  sore  therof  i-wys ; 
But  jitt  hymsylf  ffro  dethe  to  rere. 

And  leve  ageyn,  more  woundyr  it  is. 
That  he  doth  leve,  I  trost  not  this, 

ITor  he  hath  bled  his  blood  so  red ; 
But  3itt  of  myrthe  evyr  moor  I  mya, 

Whan  I  have  mende  that  he  is  ded. 


Christtu.  Why  be  36  so  harde  of  truste  ? 

Dede  not  Cryste  reyse,  thorwe  his  owyn  myght, 
Lajarus  that  deed  lay  undyr  the  duste. 

And  Etynkyd  ryght  foule,  as  I  jow  ^^ht  ? 
To  lyff  Cryst  reysid  hym  ajen  ful  ryght 

Out  of  his  grave,  this  is  serteyn ; 
Why  may  nat  Cryste  hymself  thus  qwyght. 

And  ryse  from  dethe  to  lyre  ageyn  ? 


THE  PILGRIM  OF  EMAU8.  869 

Cleophas.  Now  tarewly,  sere,  30ur  wurdys  ben  good, 

I  have  in  jow  ryght  grett  delyght  j 
I  pray  30w^  sere,  with  mylde  mood, 

To  dwelle  with  us  alle  this  nyght. 
Ckriiim.  I  must  gon  hens  anon  ful  ryght, 

fibr  grett  massagys  I  have  to  do ; 
I  wolde  abyde,  yf  that  I  myght. 

But  at  this  tyme  I  must  hens  go. 

Lucas.  36  xal  not  gon  fro  us  this  nyght, 

It  waxit  alle  derke,  gon  is  the  day. 
The  Sonne  is  downe,  lorn  is  the  lyght,— - 

36  xal  not  gon  from  us  away. 
Chrisius.  I  may  not  dwelle,  as  I  30W  say, 

I  must  this  nyght  go  to  my  ffrende ; 
Therfore,  good  bretheryn,  I  30W  pray, 

Lett  me  not  my  wey  to  wende. 

CleqpAas.  Trewly  from  us  36  xal  not  go, 

36  xal  abyde  with  us  here  stylle ; 
30ur  goodly  dalyaunce  plesyth  us  so. 

We  may  nevyr  have  of  30W  oure  fylle. 
We  pray  30W,  sere,  with  herty  wylle, 

Alle  nyght  with  us  abyde  and  dwelle ; 
More  goodly  langage  to  talkyn  us  tylle, 

And  of  30ur  good  dalyaunce  more  ffor  to  telle. 

Lucas.  3a,  brothyr  Cleophas,  be  myn  assent, 

Liete  us  hym  kepe  with  strenthe  and  myght ; 
Sett  on  3owre  hand  with  good  entent. 

And  pulle  hym  with  us  the  wey  welle  ryght« 
The  day  is  done  sere,  and  now  it  is  nyght ; 

Why  wole  36  hens  now  from  us  go  ? 
36  xal  abyde,  as  I  30W  plyght; 

36  xal  not  walke  this  nyght  us  ffro. 

BB 
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Cleophaa.  This  nyglit  fro  us  je  go  not  away, 

We  xal  30W  kepe  betwen  us  tweyne ; 
To  us  therfore  30  say  not  nay. 

But  wiilke  with  us,  tlie  wey  is  pleyne. 
Christu-s.  Sythyn  }e  kepe  ine  with  niyght  and  mayn, 

With  herty  wylle  I  xal  abyde. 
Lucas.  Of  30ur  abydyng  we  be  ful  fayn, 

No  man  more  welkom  in  this  werd  wyde. 

Cleopkas.  Off  oure  mayster  Cryst  Jhesu 

ffor  36  do  speke  so  meche  good, 
I  love  jow  hertyly,  trust  me  trew. 

He  was  bothe  meke  and  niylde  of  mood. 
Of  hym  to  speke  is  to  me  food ; 

If  36  had  knowe  hym,  I  dare  wel  say, 
And  in  what  plyght  with  hym  it  stood, 

36  wold  have  thought  on  hym  many  a  day. 

Lucas.  Many  a  day,  3a,  3a,  i-wya 

He  was  a  man  of  holy  levynge, 
Thow  he  had  be  the  childe  of  God  in  blys, 

Bothe  wyse  and  woundyrfulle  was  his  werkynge. 
But  aftere  3our  labour  and  ferre  walkynge, 

Takyth  this  \oS  and  etythe  sum  bred ; 
And  tlian  wyl  we  liave  more  talkynge 

Of  Cryst  oure  maystyr,  that  is  now  ded. 

Christua.  Bethe  mery  and  glad,  with  hert  fful  fre, 

ffor  of  Cryst  Jhesu,  tliat  was  30ur  ffrende, 
3e  xal  have  tydynges  of  game  and  gle 

Withinne  a  whyle,  or  3e  hens  wende. 
With  myn  hand  this  bred  I  blys, 

And  breke  it  here,  as  36  do  se ; 
I  3eve  JOW  parte  also  of  this, 

This  bred  to  ete  and  biythe  to  be. 
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Uic  auHto  tUscedai  CMtiua  ab  octUit  eomm. 
A,  mercy,  God  1  what  was  oure  heppe  ? 

Was  not  oure  hert  with  love  bretmyiige,   %,' 
Whaa  Ciyst  onre  mayater  so  nere  oure  lappe 

Dede  aXt  and  spehe  euche  suete  talkynge  ? 
He  is  now  quyk  aod  man  lyvenge, 

That  fyrst  was  slayn  and  put  Id  grave ; 
Now  may  we  chaunge  alle  oure  momynge, 

ffor  oure  Lord  is  resyn  bis  servauntes  to  save  1 

Lucas.  Alas  1  for  eorwe,  what  hap  was  this  ? 

Whan  he  dyd  walke  with  us  in  way,      ^ 
He  prevyd  by  Scripture,  -iTght.wal  i-wyg,   ^ 

That  he  was  reayn  from  undyr  clay. 
We  trustyd  hym  not,  but  evyr  seyd  nay } 

Alas,  for  shame  !  why  seyd  we  so  ? 
He  is  resyn  to  ly  ve  this  day, 

Out  of  his  grave  oure  Lord  is  go ! 

Cleophat.  Latt  us  here  no  lengsre  dwelle. 

But  to  oure  bretheryn  the  wey  we  wende; 
With  talys  trewe  to  them  we  telle 

That  Cryat  dothe  leve,  oure  tnayster  and  frende. 
Lucaa^  I  graunt  therto  with  hert  ful  hende, 

Lete  us  go  walke  forthe  in  owre  way ; 
I  am  ful  joyfulle  in  hert  and  mende. 

That  owre  Lord  levyth,  that  fyrst  ded  lay. 

CUophiu.  Now  was  it  not  goodly  don 

Of  Cryst  Jhesu,  oure  mayster  dere ; 
He  hath  with  us  a  lai^  wey  gon, 

And  of  his  uprysyog  he  dede  us  lere. 
Whan  he  walkyd  with  us  in  fere. 

And  we  Eupposyd  hym  bothe  deed  and  colde. 


372  COVENTRY  MVSTEaiES. 

That  he  was  aresyu  ffrom  undyr  here. 
Be  holy  Scripture  the  trewthe  he  tolde. 

Lucas.  Byght  lovjngely  don  forsoth  this  waa. 

What  myght  owre  mayster  tyl  us  do  more, 
Than  us  to  chere  that  fforthe  dede  pas, 

And  ffor  his  dethe  we  murnyd  ful  sore  ? 
iFor  love  of  hym  owre  myrthe  was  lore, 

We  were  fFor  hym  ryght  hevy  in  herte  ; 
But  now  owre  myrthe  he  doth  restore, 

ffor  he  is  resyn  bothe  heyl  and  qwert, 

Cleophta.  That  he  is  thus  resyn  1  have  grett ' 

An  hevy  ston  ovyr  hym  ther  lay } 
How  shulde  he  breke  the  ston  asoundyr. 

That  was  deed  and  colde  in  ciay  ? 
Every  man  this  mervayle  may. 

And  drede  that  Lorde  of  mekyl  myght; 
But  3it  of  this  no  man  aey  nay, 

£For  we  have  seyn  hym  with  opyn  syght 

Lucas.  That  he  doth  leve,  I  woot  wel  this, 

He  is  aresyn  with  flesche  and  blood ; 
A  levynge  man  forsothe  he  is,  ^ 

That  rewly  was  rent  upon  a  rood. 
AUe  heyl !  dere  brothyr,  and  chaunge  jour  mood, 

ffor  Cryst  doth  levyn  and  hath  his  hele ; 
We  walkyd  in  wey  with  Cryst  so  good, 

And  spak  with  hym  wurdys  fele. 

Ckophas.  Evyn  tylle  Emawus  the  grett  castelle 
ffrom  Jerusalem  with  hym  we  went, 

Syxti  ffurtonge,  as  we  30W  telle, 
We  went  with  liym  evyn  passent. 
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He  spak  with  us  with  good  entent, 

That  Cryst  xuld  leve  he  tolde  tylle  us. 
And  previd  it  be  Scripture  verament ; 

Trust  me  trewe,  it  is  ryght  thus  ! 

Lttcas.  3a,  and  whan  he  had  longe  spokyn  us  tylle. 

He  wold  ffrom  us  a  gon  his  vray ; 
With  strenght  and  myght  we  keptyn  hym  stylle. 

And  bred  we  tokyn  hym  to  etyn  in  fay. 
He  brak  the  loff,  as  evyn  on  tway, 

As  ony  sharpe  kny£F  xuld  ky tt  breed ;   t^ 
Therby  we  knew  the  trewthe  that  day 

That  Cryst  dede  leve  and  was  not  deed. 

Petrus.  Now  trewly,  serys,  I  have  grett  woundyr 

Of  these  grete  merveylis  that  }e  us  telle  $ 
In  brekynge  of  bred  fful  evyn  asoundyr, 

Oure  mayster  ye  knew  and  Lord  ryght  welle. 
36  sey  Cryst  levith  that  Jewys  dyd  qwelle, 

Tylle  us  glad  tydynges,  this  is  serteyn. 
And  that  oure  mayster  with  30W  so  longe  dede  dwelle. 

It  dothe  wel  prove  that  he  levith  ageyn. 

A  !  brother  Thomas,  we  may  be  ryght  glad 

Of  these  gode  novelle  that  we  now  have ; 
The  grace  of  oure  lorde  God  is  over  us  alle  sprad, 

Oure  Lord  is  resyn  his  servauntys  to  save. 
T^homas.  Be  in  pes,  Petyr,  thou  gynnyst  to  rave, 

Thy  wurdys  be  wantowne  and  ryght  unwyse ; 
How  xulde  a  deed  man,  that  deed  lay  in  grave, 

With  qwyk  fflesche  and  blood  to  ly ve  ageyn  rjrse  ? 

Petrus.  3  is,  Thomas,  dowte  the  not,  oure  mayster  is  on 
lyve ! 
Record  of  Mawdelyn  and  of  here  systeres  too, 
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Cleophas  and  Lucas,  the  trewthe  ffor  to  contryve, 
ffro  Jerusalem  to  Emawa  with  hym  dede  they  go. 

Thomas.  I  may  nevyr  in  hert  trust  that  it  is  so ; 
He  was  ded  on  cros  and  colde  put  in  pitt. 

Kept  with  knyghtes  iJij.,  his  grave  sealyd  also. 

How  xulde  he  levyn  ageyn  that  so  streyte  was  shitt? 

Peirvs.    Whan  Mawdelyn  dede  telle  us  that  Cryst  was 
aresyn, 

I  ran  to  his  grave,  and  John  ran  with  me ; 
In  trewthe  tlier  we  ftbwnde  he  lay  not  in  presyn, 

Gon  out  of  his  grave  anJ  on  lyve  tlian  was  he. 
Tiierfore,  dere  brother  Thomas,  I  wole  rede  the 

&>tedfastly  thou  trust  that  Cryst  is  not  deed; 
ffeythfuUy  beleeve  a  qwyk  man  that  he  be, 

Aresyn  from  his  deth  by  myght  of  his  Godhed. 

Thomas.  1  may  nevyr  beleve  these  woundyr  merveles, 

Tyl  that  I  have  syght  of  every  grett  wouiide. 
And  put  in  my  ffyngyr  in  place  of  the  nayles, 

I  xal  nevyr  beleve  it  eliys  flbr  no  man  on  grownde. 
And  tylle  that  myn  liand  the  sperys  pytt  hath  fownde, 

Whiche  dede  cleve  his  liert  and  made  liym  eprede  his 
blood, 
I  xal  nevyr  beleve  that  he  is  qwyk  and  sownde. 

In  trewth  whyl  I  knowe  tliat  he  was  dede  on  rood. 

Petrus.  Cryst  be  tlii  comforte  and  chawnge  thi  bad  witt ! 

ffbr  Ifeythe  but  thcu  Jiave  thi  sowle  is  but  lorn ; 
With  stedfast  beleve  God  enforme  the  3itt, 

Of  a  meke  mayde  as  he  was  ffor  us  bom. 
Chriahii.  Pees  be  amonge  30W,  beholde  how  I  am  torn. 

Take  hede  of  myn  handys,  my  dere  brothyr  Thomas- 
.   Thomas.  My  God  and  my  Lorde,  nyght  and  every  raorn 

I  aske  mercy,  Lorde,  ffor  my  grett  trespas. 
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Christus.  Beholde  wele,  Thomas,  my  woandys  so  wyde 

Whiche  I  have  sufferyd  ffor  alle  mankynde  > 
Put  thin  hool  hand  into  my  ryght  syde,      ^ 

And  in  myn  hert  blood  thin  hand  that  thou  wynde. 
So  fieythffulle  a  ffrend  were  mayst  thou  fynde  ? 

Be  stedfast  in  feythe,  beleve  wel  in  me  ; 
Be  thou  not  dowteffiil  of  roe  in  thi  mynde, 

But  trust  that  I  leve  that  deed  was  on  a  tre. 

Thomas.  My  Lord  and  my  Grod,  with  syght  do  I  se 

That  thou  art  now  qwyk,  whiche  henge  deed  on  rode ; 
More  feythful  than  I  ther  may  no  man  be, 

ffor  myn  hand  have  I  wasche  in  thi  precyous  blode^ 
Christus.  fibr  thou  hast  me  seyn,  therfore  thi  ffeyth  is 
good. 

But  biyssyd  be  tho  of  this  that  have  no  syght, 
And  beleve  in  me,  they  flFor  here  meke  mood 

Shalle  come  into  hefne,  my  blysse  that  is  so  bryght ! 

Thomas.  As  a  ravaschyd  man  whos  witt  is  alle  gon, 

Grett  mornynge  I  make  ffor  my  dredfful  dowte ; 
Alas !  I  was  dowteful  that  Crysst  from  undyr  ston 

Be  his  owyn  grett  myght  no  wyse  myght  gone  owte. 
Alas  !  what  mevyd  me  thus  in  my  thought? 

My  dowtefful  beleve  ryght  sore  me  avexit. 
The  trewthe  do  I  knowe  that  God  so  hath  wrought, 

Quod  mortuus  et  sepultus  nunc  resurrexit  I       ^ 

He  that  was  bothe  deed  and  colde  put  in  grave. 

To  ly ve  is  arysen  by  his  owyn  myght ; 
In  his  dere  herte  blood  myn  hand  wasche  I  have, 

Where  that  the  spere  poynt  was  peynfuUy  pyght. 
I  take  me  to  feyth,  fforsakynge  alle  unryght. 

The  dowte  that  I  had  fful  sore  me  avexit, 
ffor  now  have  I  seyn  with  ful  opyn  syght, 

Quod  mortuus  et  sepultus  nunc  resurrexit ! 
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I  tni6tyd  no  talys  that  were  me  tolde, 

Tylle  that  myn  haDd  dede  in  his  hert  blood  wade 
My  dowte  dothe  aprevyn  Cryst  levynge  fful  bolde. 

And  ie  a  grett  argument  in  feyth  us  to  glade. 
Thou  man  that  seyst  this,  £From  feyth  nevyr  thou  Sade^ 

My  dowte  xal  evyr  chere  thej  that  Bore  me  avexit ; 
Truste  wele  in  Cryat  that  suche  meracle  hath  made, 

Quod  mortuus  et  sepultus  nunc  regurrexit ! 

The  precbynge  of  Petir  might  not  converts  me, 

Tylle  I  felyd  the  woimdethat  the  epere  dydeclere; 
I  trustyd  nevyr  he  levyd  that  deed  was  on  a  tre, 

Tylle  that  his  herte  blood  dede  renne  in  my  sieve. 
Thus  be  my  grett  dowte  oure  feyth  may  we  preve, 

Behold  my  blody  hand  to  feyth  that  me  avexit, 
Be  syght  of  this  myrroure  ffrom  feyth  not  remeve. 

Quod  mortuus  et  sepultus  nunc  resurrexit ! 

Thow  that  Mary  Magdalyn  in  Cryst  dede  sone  beleve, 

And  I  was  longe  dowteful,  3itt  putt  me  in  no  blame ; 
£for  be  my  grett  dowte  oure  ffeyth  may  we  preve, 

A}ens  alle  tho  eretykys  that  speke  of  Cryst  shame. 
Truste  wel  Jhesu  Cryst,  the  Jewys  kyllyd  the  same, 

The  ffende  hath  he  fferyd  oure  feyth  that  evyr  avexit ; 
To  hevyn  30W  brynge  and  save  30W  alle  in  same. 

That  mortuus  et  sepultus  iterum  resurrexit  1    Amon. 
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He  incyrii  ascencio  Domini  no$tri  cum  Maria  ei 
n  (Usc^nMs  et  duobia  angeUs  sedeniibus  in  alh 
U8  dicU  discgntUs  stds  etc. 

Jhesus.  Pax  vobis  I  amonge  }ow  pes, 

Bothe  love,  and  reste,  and  charyt^ 
Amonge  all  vertues  lete  it  not  ses, 

ffor  amonge  alle  vertues  prynspal  his  he. 
}e  be  to  blame  I  may  wel  preve, 

ffor  I  wyl  use  to  30W  wurdys  plejrn. 
That  3e  be  so  hard  of  herte  to  beleve. 

That  from  dethe  to  lyve  I  am  resyn  ageyn* 

Nottwithstondynge,  as  }e  knowe  serteyn. 

To  30W  viij.  sythys  aperyd  have  I, 
Be  soundry  tymes  the  trewth  to  seyn, 
And  this  is  the  ix.  tyme  sothly, 
Evyn  an.d  no  mo. 
But  now  sum  mete 
Anon  doth  gete, 
ffor  I  wyl  ete 

With  30W9  and  goo. 

My  dyscyplis,  here  what  I  sey, 

And  to  my  wourdys  3evythe  attencion, 

ffrom  Jersalem  loke  3e  go  nott  awey, 

But  mekely  abydyth  my  fadyres  promicion* 
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Off  wfaicbe  be  m;  moirtbe  je  bav«  have  bad  itifor* 


,^ 


Wtiyile  bodylj  with  jow  I  was  dwdlTnge, 
ffor  John  sjthly  flbr  manaytaalmaoat 

Oolje  ID  watjr  wae  me  baptye^i^ ; 
But  1  30W  be-hete, 
Withitme  fTewe  days  that  ju 
In  the  Holy  Gooat  xul  baptyzid  be, 
Tlierfore  ry^ti  up  and  ffblwyht  me 

Onto  the  man-nte  of  Olyrete. 
Jaroiittg  major.  O  Lord  !  vowchesaff  lis  for  to  telle. 

Iff  thou  wyit  DOW,  withowte  more  delay, 
Reetoryn  Lhe  kyogdam  of  Israelle, 

And  jeve  UB  the  joye,  Lord^  that  iestj-th  ay. 

Jhemt.  Seres,  tlie  tymes  and  the  monthis  knowcje 
ne  may, 
Whiclie  my  fadyr  hath  put  in  his  owyn  power  ; 
But  36  xul  take  within  short  day 
Of  the  Holy  Goost  the  vertu  cler. 
Thorwe  whiche  xul  je. 
In  Jerusalem  and  in  Jury, 
And  moreovyr  also  in  Samary, 
And  to  the  worldya  ende  uttyrly, 
My  wyttnea  only  be. 

Lovyth  no  wrathe  nor  no  wronge. 

But  levytli  in  charyt^  with  mylde  stevyn, 

With  myrtlie,  and  melody,  and  aungelle  songe, 
Now  I  stey  streyte  ffro  jow  to  hevyn. 

Hk  ascendil  ab  oculit  eoT^m,  ct  in  cirlo  cantenl,  etc. 

Jngelus.  Returnyth  ageyn  to  30ur  loggynge. 
To  Jerusalem,  fTor  he  wyl  thus, 
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HiS'promya  mekely  ther  abydynge, 
ffor  dowteles  thia  forseyd  Jhesus 

Whiche  from  }ow  is  take, 
In  a  clowde  as  )e  hym  eeyn 
Steyng  up,  so  xal  comyti  ageyn. 
Of  al  mankyDde,  this  is  serteyo, 

Jugemeot  xol  he  make. 

O !  je  bretberyn,  atteodyth  to  me. 

And  takyth  good  hede  what  I  xal  seyn, 
ItbehoTyth  the  Scripture  ffulfylled  to  be, 

That  of  Davyd  was  seyd  with  wourdys  pleyn. 
Of  Judas  whiche  was  the  gyde  serteyn 

Of  hem  that  Cryst  slew  cruelly, 
Whiche  aflyr  firom  dethe  ros  up  ageyn, 

And  hath  abedyn  iu  erthe  fful  days  fourty ; 
And  aftyr  alle  tbb. 
Before  oure  eye. 
In  a  bryght  skye, 
He  dede  up  stye 

To  hevyn  blys. 

This  seyd  Judas  was  amonge  us, 

Noumbryd  apoustylle,  and  had  lyche  dygnytrf. 
But  whan  he  betrayd  oure  Lord  Jhesus, 

He  hynge  hymself  upon  a  tre. 
In  whoa  sted  muste  nedys  ordejmed  be 

Another,  oure  noumbre  Sbr  to  restore. 
On  of  tho  whiche,  as  wee!  knowe  we, 

Han  be  conversaunt  here  longe  before 
In  oure  company, 
Whiche  xal  wyttnes 
Benin  expresse 
To  more  and  lesse 

Of  Crystys  resurrexion  stedfastly. 
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Hie  alatuent  duos,  Joseph  Jiitlum  et  Mathtam,  etc. 

0 1  sovereyn  Lorde,  whiclie  of  every  man 

The  bertys  dost  knowe  most  inwardly, 
With  alle  the  lowlyness  we  may  or  kaD, 

To  the  we  prey  ffiil  benygnely. 
That  thou  vowchesaff,  thorwe  thy  mercy. 

Us  hym  to  shews,  whiche  in  this  cas 
Thou  lykyst  to  chesyn  effectuously. 

To  ocapye  the  lott  of  Judas  plas ! 

Hie  dabuni  tortes  et  cadet  super  MfUJdam,  etc. 

Now  gramercy ,  Lord  1 
And  to  fulfylle 
Thin  holy  wylle, 
As  it  is  skylle. 

We  alle  accorde  I 


1 


XL.    THE  DESCENT    OF    THE   HOLY 

GHOST. 


Modo  de  die  Pentecott.  ApottoU  dicaiU  gem^lecU  Spi' 
ritus  Sanctua  decendat  auper  eos,  etc. 


Petrus, 

Andreas, 

Jacobus  major. 

Honowre^ 

wurchipp, 

and  reverens. 

Johannes; 

Philippus, 

Jacobus  minor. 

Glorye, 

grace, 

and  goodnes. 

Thomas, 

Barthdlomeus, 

Symon. 

Dygnit^, 

vertu. 

and  excellence. 

Matheus, 

Judas, 

Matheat. 

Bewt^, 

blyssynge. 

and  bryghtnes. 

Petrus.  Be  to  that  lord  heye  wurthynes ! 

Andreas.  Whiche  hath  performyd  that  he  us  hygbt. 

Jacobus  majw.  And  us  enbawmyd  with  suche  swetnes. 

Johannes.  Whiche  to  dyscrye  ffer  passyth  oure  myght. 

Pkilippus.  This  we  alle  wel  kenne* 

Jacobus  minor.  Now  gracious  Lord  Jhesu, 

Thomas.  Conferme  us  in  thi  vertu  ! 

Bartholomeus.  And  graunt  us  grace  evyr  it  to  sew  1 

Symon.  Sey  we  alle  togedyr,  Aipen  !  Amen ! 

Et  omnes  osculant  terram. 

Primus  Judasus.  Now  ffelawys,  take  hede,  ffbr  be  my 
trewthe, 
3ondyr  syttyth  a  dronkyn  ffelacbeppe. 
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Sectindua  Judceas.  To  doo  hem  good  it  were  grett  ruthe. 
Tertius  Judwua-  ja,  I  prey  God  jeve  hem  edle  shenscheppe. 
Primus  Judcrus.  Muste  in  here  brayti  so  sclyly  dothe 
creppe. 
That  thei  cheteryn  and  chateryn  as  they  jays  were. 
Setnindna  Judwus.  sa,  were  they  ony  wel  browth  asclepe. 
It  wore  almes  to  the  revere  hem  to  here, 
There  hem  to  haptyze. 
Primtia  Judceus.  That  were,  as  thynltyth  me, 
A  jenlyl  sporte  to  se, 
A  bettyr  game  to  be 

Cuwdu  DO  moD  devyse. 

Peirus.  Serys,  alas !  what  do  je  mene  ? 

Why  scorne  je  now  tlius  Goddys  grace  ? 
It  is  nothynge  as  36  do  wene, 

Ther  ia  no  drunke  man  in  this  place ; 
Wherefore  ryght  grett  is  }owre  trespace  : 

But,  syres,  lyst  what  it  doth  sygnifye ; 
ffulfyllyd  is  now  to  mannys  solace, 

Of  Johel  the  pregnaunt  prophecye, 
In  wbiche  that  he, 
That  je  han  seyn, 
In  wourdys  pleyn, 
Declareth  serteyn : 

Now  blyssyd  God  be  !     Amen. 


^ 


XLT.  THE  ASSUMPTION  OF  THE 

VIRGIN. 


Ad  mea  facta  pater  assit  Deus  et  sua  mater! 

Doctor.  Ryhte  worchepful  sovereynes,  liketh  yow  to  here 

Of  the  assumpcion  of  the  gloryous  moder  Mary  ? 
That  seynt  Jhon  the  evaDgelist  wrot  and  tauht,  as  I  lere. 

In  a  book  clepid  Apocriphun,  wythowtyn  dyswary. 
At  fourten  yer  sche  consey ved  Cryste  in  hire  matere  clere^ 

And  in  the  fiftene  yer  sche  chyldyd,  this  avowe  ds^re  I ; 
Here  ly vyng  wyth  that  swete  sone  thre  and  thretty  yere^ 

And  after  his  deth  in  erthe  xij.  yer  dede  sche  tary* 
Now  acounte  me  thise  yeris  wysely, 
And  I  sey  the  age  was  of  this  maide  Marye, 
When  sche  assumpte  above  the  lerarchye, 
Thre  score  yer,  as  Scripture  dothe  specyfye, 

Legenda  Sanctorum  autorysy th  this  trewely. 

She  was  inhabith  in  Jur^  by  the  mounte  of  Syon^ 

After  the  assencion  of  hir  sone  conseyred  in  spoused, 
Alle  the  holy  placys  in  erthe  that  Criste  duellyd  on, 

Devouthly  sche  went  hem  honoryng  the  Godhed ; 
fferste  to  the  place  there  Criste  cristenyd  was  clepid  fflum 
Jordone, 

There  he  fastyd  and  takyn  was  by  malicious  falshed. 
There  he  beryed  was  and  roos  victoryously  alon, 

There  he  assendid  alle  hevenys  God  in  his  manhed  3 
Thus  was  sche  occupyed  I  rede. 
And  meche  sche  was  in  the  temple  preyand. 
Now  blissid  mot  sche  be  !  we  owe  to  be  seyand. 
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How  sche  was  oseumpte  liere  men  schul  be  pleyand, 

Preyiig  you  of  audience,  now  ses  and  tak  t 

Ces  now  youre  biaberyng  in  the  develis  name. 

What,  lousy  begchis,  now  ye  not  se, 
Owre  worthy  prynsis,  lo  !  are  gaderid  in  same. 

That  are  statis  of  this  lond  hye  men  of  degre  ? 
By  there  hye  wisdom  they  shal  now  attayne. 

How  alle  Jur6  beste  governyd  may  be, 
And  of  this  pillid  prechouris  that  oure  lawis  defame. 

They  scliul  ben  slayn  as  they  se  or  fayn  for  to  fle. 
Wherfore  in  pes  be  ye. 
And  herkenyth  onto  hem  moste  stiilyn  I, 
(For  what  boy  bragge  outh,  hym  spiily  I, 
As  knave  wyth  this  craggyd  knad  hym  kylle  I, — ■ 

Now  herkenyth  oure  pryocis  olle  kneland  on  kne, 

EpUcopU8.  Now  ye  prynsia  i-preet  of  the  lawe. 

Of  this  demaunde  responcyon  I  aske  here  anon, 
Ys  there  ony  renogat  among  us  fer  as  ye  knawe, 

Or  ony  tliat  pervertyth  the  pepil  wyth  gay  elwjuens  alon  ? 
Yif  there  be,  we  muste  onto  hem  set  awe. 

flfor  they  feyne  falsly  oure  feyth,  hem  preve  I  houre  fon, 
Sweche  schul  ben  boundeo  up  be  the  beltye  til  flyes  hem  blowo. 

And  gnaggyd  up  by  the  gomys  tyl  the  devyl  doth  hem  grone. 
We  may  not  won. 
To  sweche  harlotis  settyn  reddure, 
That  geynseyn  oure  lawe  and  oure  scripture, 
Now  let,  sere  pryncis  iu  purpure. 

In  savynge  of  oure  lawys  now  telle  on. 


Primus  Princeps.  Sere,  syn  we  Blew  hym  that  clepid  hym  ouro 

And  seyde  he  was  Goddis  sone  Lord  over  sUe  j 
8yn  his  deth  I  herd  of  no  maner  rysyng, 

And,  lo,  yif  he  liodde  levyd  he  had  mad  us  his  tlirall. 
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Episcqpua.  Therfore  oure  wysdam  was  to  schortTn  his  endyng ; 

Who  so  clyme  over  hie  he  hath  a  foule  falle. 
Secundus  Princeps.  Ya,  yit  of  on  thing  I  warne  yow  at  the 
gynnyng, 

His  dame  is  levyng,  Blary  that  men  calle ; 
Myche  pepil  halt  hire  wythall  ^ 
Wherfore  in  pejrne  of  reprefe, 
Yif  we  suffre  hyre  thus  to  relefe, 
Oure  lawys  sche  schal  make  to  myschefe, 

And  meche  schame  don  us  sche  schalie. 
Episcopus.  A 1  sere,  ye  ben  bolde  i-now,  art  thou  ferd  of  a 
wenche? 

What  trowyste  that  sche  myht  don  us  agayn  ? 
Tertius  Princqps.  Sere,  there  are  other  m  the  contr^  that 
clenche, 

And  prechyn  he  is  levyng  that  we  slewe,  they  seyn ; 
And  yif  they  ben  sufferyd  thus,  this  wille  bredjm  a  stench, 

ffor  thorow  here  fayre  speche  oure  lawys  they  steyn. 
And  therfore  devyse  we  now  upon  this  pleyn  benche. 

What  is  beste  for  to  do  hem  for  to  atteyn : 
We  are  but  loste,  jdf  they  reyn. 
JEpUcopus.  Why,  let  se  than,  sey  me  youre  ententis. 
Primus,  Lete  us  preson  hem,  til  here  myght  schent  is. 
Secundus.  Bettyr  is  to  slen  hem  wyth  dentis. 
Terdus.  Nay,  best  is  to  hang  hem  wyth  peyn. 
Episccpus.  Nay,  seris,  nowth  so  youre  better  avyse. 

Have  in  syth  before  what  after  may  tide ; 
Yif  we  slewe  hem  it  wolde  cause  the  comownys  to  ryse. 

And  rathere  the  devyl  sle  hym  than  we  schulde  that  abyde. 
But  be  that  senstere  ded  Mary  that  fise. 

We  shal  brenne  here  body  and  the  aschis  hide. 
And  don  here  alle  the  dispith  we  can  here  devise. 

And  than  sle  tho  disciplis  that  walkyn  so  wyde^ 
And  here  bodyes  devyde. 
Halde  ye  not  this  beste,  as  is  sayde  ? 

cc 
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Primiis  Episcoput.  Wythyourewysdam,  sere,  wearewel  payed. 
Than  ye  kiiyhtis,  I  charge  yow,  beth  arayed, 

And  the  turmentouris  redy  that  tyde, 
When  Mary  is  ded. 
And  but  she  deye  the  sunere,  the  devyl  smyte  of  here  hed. 

Hie  e»l  Maria  in  (emplo  orant,  et  diceni, 

Maria.  O,  hye  wysdam,  in  youre  dygne  deyti,' 

Voure  infynyth  lovnesse  mad  oure  salvacyon, 
'l"hat  it  lyst  yoQ  of  me  sympilest  to  take  Iiere  humanity, 

Wyth  dew  obescliyauns  I  make  you  gratulacyon. 
And,  glorious  Lord  and  aoue,  yif  it  like  youre  benygnyt^, 

Nouth  to  ben  displesid  wyth  my  desideracyon, 
Me  longith  to  youre  presense  now  conjunct  to  the  unyte, 

Wyth  aile  myn  herte  and  my  sowle  be  natures  excitacyon, 
To  youre  domynacyon. 
ffor  alle  creaturis  in  you  don  a%e. 
And  myehe  more  owe  I  youre  modyr  be  alye, 
Sjn  ye  wern  born  God  and  man  of  my  bodye, 

To  desyre  youre  presens  that  were  oure  ferete  for- 
macyoD. 
Sapienlia.  My  suete  moderis  preyere  onto  me  doth  asseitde, 

Here  holy  herte  and  here  love  is  only  on  me ; 
Wherfore,  aungyl,  to  liere  thou  achalt  now  dyssende, 

Seyinge  here  sche  achal  comyn  to  myn  etemyt^. 
Myn  habundaunt  mercy  on  here  I  extende, 

Resservynge  here  to  joye  from  worldly  perplexity, 
And  in  tokyn  therof  this  paime  now  pretende, 

Seyinge  here  sche  fere  no  man  of  divercyt^. 
Angelus  Primus.  By  youre  myth  I  dissende  to  youre  moder 

inx'irginiti!. 
Afigelug  aeatnduB.  ffor  qwyclie  message  injoyeth  the  heiiiely 
consoreyt. 

Hie  tUseendet  Jttgelns;  ludcntibus  citharia,  et  dkel  Maria:, 
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Primus  Anffelus.  Heyl  I  excellent  pryncea,  Mary,  moste  pure ! 

Heyl !  radyant  gterre,  the  sunne  is  not  so  bryth  I 
Heyl !  moder  of  mercy,  and  mayde  most  mure ! 

The  blessyng  that  God  jraf  Jacob  upon  you  now  is  ly th ! 
Maria,  Now  welcom  bryth  berde,  Goddis  aungel  I  sen, 

Ye  ben  messager  of  allemyhty,  wolcom  wyth  my  myhtis ; 
I  beseke  you  now  say  me  upon  youre  hie  nortur» 

What  is  the  very  name  that  to  youre  persone  dith  is  ? 
Angelas.  What  nedith  you,  Lady,  my  name  ben  desyrand  ? 
Maria.  A  !  this,  gracyows  aungyl,  I  beseke  you  requyrand. 
Angelas.  My  name  is  gret  and  merveylous,  treuly  you  telland. 

The  hye  God  youre  sone  abidyth  you  in  blis. 
The  thrydde  day  hens  ye  schul  ben  expirand, 

And  assende  to  the  presence  there  my  God  youre  sone  is. 
Maria.  Mercy  and  gromercy,  God,  now  may  I  be  seyand, 

Thankyng  you  suete  aungyl  for  this  message  i-wys. 
Angelas.  In  tokenyng  whereof,  Lady,  I  am  here  presentand 

A  braunce  of  palme,  outh  of  paradis  com  this ; 
Before  youre  here  God  biddith  it  be  bore. 
Maria.  Now  thanke  be  to  that  Lord  of  his  mercy  evermore ! 
Angebis.  Yowre  meknesse,  youre  lovnesse,  and  youre  hie  lore. 

Is  most  acceptable  in  the  Trjrnit^  syth ; 
Youre  sete  ryall  in  hefne  apparaled  is  thore : 

Now  dispose  yow  to  deye,  youre  sone  wyl  thus  rith. 
Maria.  I  obbeye  the  commaundement  of  my  God  here  before; 

But  on  thyng  I  beseke  that  Lord  of  his  myth^ 
That  my  brether  the  appostelis  myht  me  be  before. 

To  se  me  and  I  hem  or  I  passe  to  that  ly  th ; 
But  they  ben  so  deseverid  me  thynkyth  it  nyl  be. 
Angelas.  A !  this,  lady,  inpossible  to  God  nothyng  trowe  the, 
ffor  he  that  sent  Abbacuc  with  mete  to  Babylonye  from  Jurd 

Into  the  lake  of  lyonys  to  Danyel  the  prophete 
Be  an  her  of  his  bed,  lo,  so  myhty  was  he, 

Se  the  same  myht  God  make  may  the  Appostolis  here  mete ; 
And  therfore  abasche  you  not,  lady,  in  yowre  holy  mende. 

CC  2 


bkt»faKf«i.a 


S9»i.« 


•Ifc*fai^M>l  iiiiiii 


fiiir  ^nrtr^i  txgfi*t. 


ibj  <wf=:e  isjLT  oMBx  myth  kwiMjet  I  blysse, 
u>i  enb*  «cbe  mse  psCUDodreth ; 


Men*.  N.-*,L.:r 

"Ha*  h  IjTrtr:  vx^^  zxr^  tae  ;.;  tjc  w  "ysse, 

No«,  dl-St  ccaTiecyr,  tbe  serraim&j  of  God  >s  I  grase, 
I  EchaZ  pasfe  rn:<a  :his  wc^  &s  tbe  aiu^rl  aertefyeth 

Tberfcre  U.  mv  ^riiipL  babii&ryoD,  1  tdt  to«  do*  this, 
I  pu/ptee  me  to  g-o,  besekjng  vow  re{^j«tfa, 

AiKi  aKeduallT  vachiiii  me  be  dat i^  aod  Dvtfais. 


Prima  virgo.  We  fchal,  giacTous  i^dy,  wyth  alle  oupe  my  this, 

Schul  _ve  from  us  passe,  swet#  soone  of  socoure, 
That  are  oure  sengler  solas  radvunt  in  youre  lythis, 

^  oure  pejnful  absence  schal  make  me  doloure. 
Vvgij  Secunda.  Mt^te  excellent  princes  in  aile  vertu  tliat  is  dith. 

Alle  hefne  and  erthe.  Lady,  you  doth  honure; 
^^ «  w.hal  wachyn  and  wake,  as  oure  dewe  and  ryth, 

Into  the  tyme  ye  passe  to  that  hye  toure. 


^^ 
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Maria.  God  tbanke  jron  and  so  do  I; 

Now  I  wyl  dispose  me  to  this  jum^  redy  ; 
So  wolde  God  my  brether  were  here  me  by^ 

To  here  my  body  that  bare  Jhesu  oure  savyoure. 

Hie  subito  (qtparet  sancius  Johannes  evangelista  ante  portam 
Marian. 

Johannes.  A  !  myrable  God,  meche  is  thy  mytb^ 

Many  wonderis  thou  werkyst  evyn  as  thi  wylle  is  ; 
In  Pheso  I  was  prechyng  a  fer  contr^  ry^i, 

And  by  a  whyte  clowde  I  was  n^t  ta  these  hyllys. 
Here  duellyth  Cristis  moder  I  se  wel  in  syth. 

Sum  merveylous  message  is  comyn  that  mayde  tylle ; 
I  wyl  go  saluse  that  berde  that  in  vertu  is  moste  britb. 

And  of  my  sodeyn  eomyng  wete  what  is  the  skele. 

Hicpubabii  super  portam^  intrant e  domum  Marias  sibi  dicente, 

Heyl  f  moder  Mary,  maydyn  perpetualle ! 
Maria.  A!  welcome,  mayde  John,  wyth  alle  myn  herte  in 
specyalle, 

ffor  joye  of  youre  presence  myn  herte  gynnyth  sweme ; 
Thynke  ye  not,  John,  how  my  child  etemalle. 

When  he  hynge  on  cros  sayd  us  this  teme, 
Lo  t  here  thy  sone,  woman ;  so  bad  he  me  you  calle^ 

And  you  me  moder  eche  othir  to  queme ; 
He  betok  you  the  govemayl  there  of  my  body  terestyalie. 

On  mayde  to  another  at  convenyens  wold  seme ; 
And  now  that  gracyows  lord  hath  sent  me  yow  sone. 
Johannes.  Now,  good  fayr  lady,  what  is  ther  to  done  ? 
Tellyth  the  cause  why  I  am  heder  sent. 
Maria.  Swete  sone,  John,  so  wylle  I  anone  ; 
Owre  lord  God  sent  to  me  an  aungyl  that  glent^ 

And  sayde  I  schulde  passe  hens  where  thre  were  in  one, 
Tho  I  askyd  the  aungel  to  have  you  present. 
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Johannes.  A !  holy  moder,  schul  ye  from  ub  gone  ? 

My  brether  of  this  tydyngis  sore  wyl  repent, 
Tliat  je  schuld  ben  absent. 
Ever  trybulacyon,  Lord,  meche  thou  us  sendyat. 
Thou  oure  mayster  and  oure  comfort  from  us  ascendist. 
And  now  oure  joye,  thy  moder,  to  take  thou  pretendiat, 
Thanoe  alle  oure  comfort  is  from  us  detent. 
But  what  seyde  tl>en  aungyl,  moder,  onto  you  more  ? 
Maria.  He  brouth  me  this  palme  from  my  aone  thore; 

Qwyche  I  beseke,  as  tlie  aungyl  mo  bad, 
That  aforn  my  here  by  you  it  be  bore, 

Saynge  my  dirige  devouthly  and  sad; 
ffor,  John,  I  have  herde  tlte  Jewys  meche  of  me  spelle. 
Johannes.  A!  good  Lady,  what  likylli  it  you  to  telle? 
Maria.  Secretly  they  ordeyne  in  here  conseytis  felle, 

Wiien  my  sowle  is  paste  where  Godis  sete  is. 
To  brenne  niy  body  and  schamiy  it  quelle, 

ffor  Jhesu  was  of  me  bom  that  they  slew  with  here  fistis ; 
And  therfore  I  beseke  you,  John,  both  Heche  and  felle 

Helpe  I  be  beryed,  for  yn  vow  my  tryst  is. 
Johannes,  ffere  yow  not,  Lady,  for  I  schal  wyth  you  duelle  : 

Wolde  God  my  brether  were  here  now  and  wyst  this. 

Hie  subito  omnes  apoatoli  congregentur  ante  portion  mtranles, 

A  !  holy  brether,  wyth  grace  be  ye  met  here  now : 

Lord  God,  what  menyth  this  sodeyne  congregacyon  ? 
Now,  swote  brother  Powle,  wyl  ye  take  this  upon  yow  ? 

Preye  to  God  for  us  alle  we  may  have  relacyon. 
Paulus.  Good  brother  Peter,  how  schuld  I  here  pray  now. 

That  am  lest  and  most  unworthy  of  this  congregacyon  ? 
I  am  Qot  worthy  to  be  clepyd  apostle  sothly  I  say  yow, 

ffor  as  a  wood  man  ageyn  Holy  Cherche  I  mad  persecucyoa, 
But  nevertheles  1  am  the  grace  of  God  in  that  that  i  am,  lo ! 
Pelrus.  A  !  gret  is  youre  lownesse,  Powie,  brother  evermo ! 
Paulus.  The  keyes  of  hevene,  Peter,  God  bath  you  betake, 

And  also  ye  ben  peler  of  hth  and  prynce  of  us  alle; 
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It  is  most  sittyng  to  you  tliis  preyere  to  make. 

And  I  unworthy  wyth  yow  preyen  here  schalle. 
Petnu.  I  take  thie  upon  me,  Poule,  for  youre  sake. 

Now,  almythty  God,  that  dttbte  above  cherubyn  halle ; 
In  synge  of  thyn  holy  cros  oure  handis  we  make, 

Besekyng  thy  mercy  may  upon  ua  falle. 
And  why  we  ben  thus  met,  yif  it  lyko,  U3  fare. 
Johannes.  A !  holy  brother,  alie  welcom  ye  are  : 
Why  ye  be  met  here  I  schal  you  declare ; 

ffor  Mary,  Goddys  moder,  by  message  is  sent, 
That  from  this  wrecchid  world  to  blysse  sche  schal  fare. 

And  at  here  deying  sclie  desyryth  to  have  us  present. 
Petrva.  A  I  brother  John,  we  may  syhyn  and  care, 

Xif  it  displese  not  God  for  these  tydyngis  ment. 
Paulua,  ffoTBothe  bo  we  may,  Peter,  hevyin  evermore. 

That  oure  moder  and  oure  comfort  schuld  ben  us  absent. 
But  nevertheles  the  wyl  of  God  fulfyllid  mot  be. 
Johannes.  That  is  wel  seyd,  Poule,  but  herof  bewar  ye, 

That  non  of  you  for  here  deth  scliewe  hevy  speche, 
ffbr  anon  to  the  Jewys  it  schuld  than  notyd  be, 

That  we  were  ferd  of  deth,  and  that  is  ageyn  that  we  teche ; 
Sor  we  seyn  alle  tho  belevya  in  the  hoi  Trynyt^, 

They  schul  ever  leve  and  nouth  deye,  this  truly  we  preche ; 
And  yif  we  make  hevynesse  for  liere,  than  wyl  it  seyd  be, 

Lo  !  youe  prechouris  to  deye  tiiey  fere  hem  ful  meche  ; 
And  therfore  in  God  now  beth  glad  everychon  ! 
Petrus.  We  schal  don  as  ye  sey  us,  holy  brother  John : 

Now  we  hesoke  you,  let  us  se  oure  xnoiler  Marie. 
Johannes.  Now,  in  Goddys  name,  to  here  than  alle  let  us  goii ; 

Sche  wyl  ben  ful  glad  to  se  this  holy  companye. 
Petrus.  Heyl !  moder  and  roaydyn,  so  was  never  non, 

But  only  the  most  blissid  treulye. 
Patilua.  Heyl !  incomparabil  quen  Goddis  holy  tron  ! 

Of  you  spreng  salvacyon  and  alle  oure  glorye  ; 
Heyl  nieno  for  mankyndo  and  mendere  of  mys ! 
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Jf«ria.  A !  wytb  alle  mja  hoJ  berte,  bretfaer,  je  are  welconi 
i-wys: 

I  beseke  you  now  to  telle  me  of  youre  aodeyae  metyng. 
Petnit.  Id  dyrcris  cootreys  wc  prechid  of  youre  sooe  and  his 
bUs, 

IXreris  cknrdjs  ecfae  of  as  was  sodejnely  curyog ; 
And  in  on  were  brooth  before  youre  yate  here  i-wys, 

The  cause  wl^  oo  man  cowde  telle  of  oure  comyng. 
Maria.  Now  I  thanke  God  of  his  mercy,  an  hy  meraUe  is  thb ; 

NtiW  I  wyl  telle  yow  the  cause  of  my  sonys  wetkyng ; 
1  desyrid  his  bodily  presence  to  se. 
JohanKt*.  No  wonder,  Lady,  ihow  so  dede  ye. 
Maria.  Tho  my  sone  Jhesu  of  his  bye  pettf 

Sent  to  me  an  auogyl,  and  thus  he  sayd, 
That  the  thredde  nyth  I  Echuld  assende  to  my  sone  in  deite; 

Tbanne  to  have  youre  presence,  brether,  hcrtly  I  prayed. 
And  thus  at  my  re<]uest  God  hath  you  sent  me. 
Petrtu.  V^'ys  gracyous  Lady,  we  are  ryth  wel  payed. 
Maria.  Blissid  brethere,  I  be^ke  you  than  tent  mej 

Now  wyl  I  rest  me  in  this  bed  that  for  me  is  rayed; 
^\'achith  me  beeily  wyth  youre  launipys  and  lithtis, 
Paulus.  \\"e  schal,  Lady,  redy  alle  tliyng  for  you  dith  is. 
Maria.  Now,  eone,  schu!  ye  se  what  Godb  myth  is. 

My  flech  gynnyth  feble  be  nature. 

Hie  erit  decenter  ontatus  wi  lecto. 

Pelrut.  Brether,  eche  of  you  a  caudele  takyth  nowe  rithiSf 

Aud  lith  iiem  in  haste,  whil  oure  moder  doth  dure. 
And  bisyli  let  ua  wat'liyn  in  this  virgyne  sytliis, 

Thut  when  oure  Lord  cumyth  in  his  sponsed  pure. 
He  may  fyode  us  wakyng  and  redy  wyth  oure  lithis, 

ffor  we  knov^e  not  the  hour  of  liis  comyng  now  sure. 
And  yii  clennesse  alle  loke  ye  be  redy.  .^^^| 

Maria.  A  i  swete  sone  Jheau,  now  mercy  I  cry,  ^^^| 

Over  alle  synful  tliy  mercy  let  sprede  !  ^^^H 
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Hie  dissendet  Dominus  cum  omni  celeste  curia,  et  dtcet, 
Dominua.  The  voys  of  my  moder  me  nyhith  ful  ny ; 
I  am  dyssend  on  to  here  of  whom  I  dede  sede* 

Hie  cantabunt  org.    , 

Maria.  A I  welcom,  gracyous  Lord  Jhesu,  sone  and  God  of 
mercy  ! 
An  auDgyl  wold  a  ssufiysed  me,  hjre  kyng,  at  this  nede. 
Dominus,  In  propire  persone,  moder,  1  wyl  ben  here  redy^ 
Wyth  the  hefhely  quer  yowre  dirige  to  rede. 
Veni  tu,  electa  mea,  et  ponam  in  te  thronum  meum^ 
Quia  concupivit  rex  speciem  tuam. 
Maria,  Paratum  cor  meum,  Deus,  paratum  cor  meum^ 
Cantabo,  et  psalmum  dicam  Domino. 
ApostoU.  Hsec  est  quse  nescivit  thorum  in  delictis, 
Habel^t  requiem  in  respectu  animarum  sanctarum. 
Maria.  Beatam  me  dicent  onmes  generationes ; 
Quia  fecit  michi  magna  qui  potens  est,  et  sanctum  nomen  eju9^ 
Dominus,  Veni  de  Libano,  sponsa  mea,  veni,  coronaberis : 
Ecce,  venio,  quia  in  capite  libri  scriptum  est  de  me. 
Ut  facerem  voluntatem  tuam,  Deus  meus. 
Quia  exultavit  spes  meus  in  Deo  salutari  mee. 

Hie  exiet  anima  Marias  de  corpore  in  sinu  Dei. 

Dominus.  Now  come,  my  swete  soule,  in  clennesse  most  pure^ 

And  reste  in  my  bosom  brithtest  of  ble. 
Alle  ye  myn  apostelis  of  this  body  takyth  cure: 

In  the  vall^  of  Josephat  there  fynde  schul  ye, 
A  grave  new  mad  for  Maryes  sepulture. 

There  beryeth  the  body  withe  alle  youre  solempnit^ 
And  bydyth  me  there  stylle  thre  dayes  severe, 

And  I  schal  pere  ageyn  to  yow  to  comfort  your  advercyt^  z. 
Wyth  this  swete  soule  now  from  you  I  assende. 
Petrus.  In  oure  tribulacyons,  Lord,  thou  us  defende ! 

We  have  no  comfort  on  erthe  but  of  the  alon. 
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O  !  swete  soule  of  Mary,  prey  thy  sooe  us  defende. 

Have  mynde  of  thy  pore  brether  when  thou  corayst  to  thi 

tron ! 
Cborui  Mart.  Quw  est  ista  qus  asseudtt  de  deserto, 
Deliciis  afflueos  injunxa  super  dilectum  suum? 
Ordo  Angtlua.  Ista  est  epeciosa  inter  filias  Jherusaleiu  siout 

vidislis  eam, 
Plenain  caritate  et  dilectione  sicque  in  ccelum  gaodeus  suscipitur, 
Et  a  dextm  filii  in  trono  gioriie  coUocatur. 

Bic  cantabil  ojn»is  ceUstis  curia. 

i*rima  viryo.  Now,  suster,  I  beseke  yoii  let  ua  do  cure  atleo- 
daunce. 

And  wasche  this  glorious  body  that  here  in  oure  sith  i^ 
As  is  the  use  among  us  wythoutyn  ony  varyaunce : 

Xow  blessid  be  this  persone  that  bar  God  of  mythtis. 
Sectatda  virgo.  I  am  redy,  suster,  wytli  alle  myn  hoi  aSyauttce, 

To  wescbe  and  worschepe  this  body  that  so  brith  is ; 
Alle  creaturys  therto  owyn  dew  obeschaunce, 

ffor  this  body  ressey^-id  the  holy  gostis  flithtis. 

Et  osculabimt  corpus  Maritr. 

Johannes.  Now,  holy  brother  Peler,  I  hertely  you  pray 

To  here  this  holy  palme  before  this  gloryous  body, 
Sor  ye  ben  Prince  of  Apostelis  and  bed  of  oure  fay, 

Therfore  it  semyth  you  best  to  do  this  oflis  treuly, 
Peirut.  Sere,  and  ye  slept  on  Cristis  brest  seyng  atle  celestljf. 

Ye  are  Goddis  clene  mayde  wytlioutyn  any  nay ; 
This  observaunce  is  most  like  you  to  do  dewly, 

Wherfore  tak  it  upon  you,  brother,  we  pray ; 
And  1  schal  heipe  for  to  here  tlie  here. 
Paulua,  And  I,  Peter,  wyth  oure  brether  in  fere, 

This  blessid  body  schal  helpe  to  the  ground ; 
This  holy  core  now  take  we  up  here, 

Seyng  oure  observnuncf  wyth  devoulh  sound. 
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Hie  poriabunt  corpus  versus  sepulturam,  cum  eorum  lutnu 
nibus. 
Petrus.  Exiit  Israel  de  Egipto,  domus  Jacob  de  populo  barbaro ! 

Allelujah ! 
j^pastoU.  Facta  est  Judea  sanctificatio  ejus^  Israel  potestas  ejus ! 
allelujah ! 

Hie  angeli  dulciter  cantabunt  in  ccslo  ^*  allelujah  !*' 

ft 

Episcopua.  Herke^  sere  princys,  what  noyse  is  alle  this  ? 

The  erthe  and  the  eyer  is  ful  of  melodye ; 
I  herde  never  er  sweche  a  noyse  now  i-wys : 

Con  ye  outh  say  what  they  signefye  ? 
Primus  Prineqps.  I  not  be  ray  Grod  that  of  rayht  meche  is; 

Whatsumever  they  be  hougely  they  crye  ; 
I  am  aferd  there  wylle  be  sumthyng  amys. 

It  is  good  preveiy  among  us  we  spye 
Wythowte. 
Seeundus  Prineeps,  Now  I  have  levyd  this  thre  skore  yer. 
But  sweche  another  noyse  herd  I  never  er ; 
Myn  herte  gynnyth  ogyl  and  quake  for  fer^ 

There  is  sum  newe  sorwe  sprongyn  I  dowte. 
Tertius  Prineeps.  Ya  that  there  is,  sothly,  I  say  yow, 

The  prophetis  moder  Mary  is  ded ; 
The  disciplis  here  beryn  in  gret  aray  now. 

And  makyn  alle  this  merthe  in  spyth  of  oure  hed. 
Episcqpus.  ffy  on  you,  lousy  doggys,  they  were  better  nay ; 

Outh,  harrow !  the  devyl  is  in  myn  hed. 
Ye  dodemusyd  prynces  faste  yow  aray, 

Or  I  make  avow  to  Mahound  youre  bodyes  schul  blede* 
Now  that  queue  is  ded. 
The  coward  knytis  in  plate. 
And  the  tormentours  thryfe  schul  ye  late, 
fiaste,  harlotys,  go  youre  gate. 

And  brynge  me  that  bychyd  body,  I  red. 
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Primus  Princeps.  Dowte  you  not,  sere  byschop,  in  pe^-ue  oi 
repref, 
Ded  sclml  don  schame  to  that  body  to  tho  prechours. 
Secundvs  Princeps.  Sere,  I  achal  geyne  tho  glaberis  or  gramly 
hem  gref, 
Tho  teynt  tretouris  schul  tene  yif  my  loke  on  hem  louris. 
Tertiua  Princeps.  To  hurle  wyth  the  harlotys  me  is  ful  lef, 

I  schal  snarle  tho  sneveleris  wyth  rith  scharp  schouris. 
Episcopus.  Hens  tliao,  a  ilevelys  name '.  and  take  me  that  thef, 
And  bringe  me  that  bygyd  botly  eyyn  to-fore  thes  touris, 
And  here  disciplis  ye  elo. 
Hye  you  hens,  harlotis,  at  onys. 
The  devylj  boyes,  mot  breke  youre  bonys. 
Go  Etent  me  yone  body  wyth  j-ouve  stonys  : 

Outh,  harrow  !  al  wod  now  I  go ! 

Hie  discendunt  Principes  cum  suis  minislris,  ut/eroci  pe- 
tucienter  petras  cttm  eorum  capitibus. 

Secundus  Princeps.  What,  devyl,  where  is  this  men^  ? 

I  here  here  noyse  hut  I  se  ryth  noutli ; 
AUas  t  I  have  clene  lost  my  post^ 

I  am  ful  wo,  mad  is  my  thowth. 
T^iius  Princeps.  I  am  so  ferd  I  would  fayn  Be, 

The  devyl  hym  spede  hedyr  me  brouth ; 
I  renne,  I  rappe,  so  wo  is  me, 

Wynd  and  wod  wo  hath  me  wrouth  f 
To  deye  I  ne  routh, 
Primus  Princeps.  A  !  cowardis,  upon  you  now  fy. 
Are  ye  ferd  of  a  ded  body  ? 
I  schal  Eterte  therto  manly, 

Alle  that  company  fere  I  ryth  nouth. 

Hie  taltat  inaanus  adferetrum  Marite  el  pertdcl  per  manus. 

Alias  '.  my  body  is  ful  of  peyne, 
I  am  faatenetl  sore  to  lliis  here, 


lef. 
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Myn  handys  are  ser  bothe  tweyne. 

O !  Peter,  now  prey  thi  God  for  me  here : 
In  Cayfas  halle  when  thou  were  seyne. 

And  of  the,  Peter,  a  mayde  acusid  there, 
I  haipe  the  tho ;  now  helpe  me  ageyne ; 
That  I  were  hoi  outh  of  this  fere. 
Sum  medycyne  me  lere. 
Peirus.  I  may  not  tend  to  the,  sere,  at  this  hour, 
ffor  ocupacyon  of  this  body  of  honour ; 
But  nevertheles  beleve  in  JhesuCriste  oure  Saveyour, 

And  that  this  was  his  moder  that  we  here 
on  here. 
Primus  Princeps.  I  beleve  in  Jhesu,  mannys  salvacyon. 
Peirus,  In  Ooddis  name  go  doun  than,  and  this  body 

honure. 
Primus  Princeps,  Now  mercy,  God,  and  gromerey  of 
tliis  savacyon ! 
In  Jhesu  and  his  moder  to  beleve  ever  I  senere. 
Peirus,  Than  take  youe  holy  palme,  and  go  to  thi  nacyon. 

And  bid  hem  beleve  in  God,  yif  they  wyl  be  pure ; 
And  towche  hem  ther  wyth,  both  hed,  hand,  and  facyon. 
And  of  her  sekenesse  they  schal  have  cure ; 
And  ellis  in  here  peynys  indure. 
Primus  Princeps.  Gromerey,  holy  fader  Peter, 
I  schal  do  as  the  me  teche  her, 
Thankyng  God  ever  in  my  speche  her, 

Wyth  hye  repentaunce  and  herte  most  mure. 

Hie  poriabunt  feretrum  ad  locum  sepulture. 

Peirus.  Now,  holy  brother,  this  body  let  us  take. 

And,  wyth  alle  theworschepewe  may,leyit  in  the  grave, 

Kyssyng  it  alle  at  onys  for  here  sonys  sake : 

Now  insence  ye,  and  we  schal  put  here  in  this  cave. 

Hie  poneni  corpus  in  sepulcrtrni^  insensantes  ei  can- 
tanies. 
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Johannes,  De  term  plasmasti  me  et  carne  ioduisti  me, 
Redemptor  meus,  Domine,  resuscita  me  in  novissimo  die ! 
\ow  God  b]ysEe  this  body  and  we  oure  synge  make. 

Hif  nnanimiter  benedicettl  corpus  "  In  nomine Palris 
et  Filii  et  Spirilfts  Sancti." 

The  frutli  that  it  bar  oure  soulea  schal  save. 
Now  rest  we  ub,  brother,  upon  this  pleyn  lake, 
1^1  from  oure  God  and  oure  lord  tydyngis  we  have. 
Here  must  we  belave. 
Pattlus,  So  muste  we,  John,  as  ye  say; 
Thanne  byde  we  here  and  pray, 
Besekyng  hym  of  comfort  that  best  may, 

Restyng  here  abowtyn  this  grave. 

Hie  vadil  Princeps  ad  Judicoa  aim  palma. 

Primus  Princeps.  Ye  Jewys  that  langour  in  this  gret 
infyrmyt^, 
Belevyth  in  Crist  Jhesu,  and  ye  schal  have  heltlie, 
Throw  vertu  of  tins  holy  palme  that  com  fro  the  Trinyt^, 
Yowr  sekenesse  schal  aswage  and  restore  you  to  welthe. 
Secundus  Princeps.  I  beleve  in  Crist  Jhesu,  Goddis  sone 
in  unyte, 
And  forsake  my  mauraentryes  fala  in  here  felthe. 

Hie  tangat  credentes  cum  pahna,  et  sanaii  sunt. 

A !  I  tlianke  the,  gracyous  Lord,  and  tliy  moder  of  pet^. 
Now  are  we  hoi  of  oure  seknesse  and  of  oure  foule 
belthe  ! 
Terdus  princeps.  What,  harlotys,  forsake  oure  lawe  ? 
Secundus  Princeps.  So  hald  I  best  the  do. 
Terdus  Princeps.    Hens  fro   me  in  the  develis  name 

yegol 
I  deye,  outh,  outh,  harro  ! 
Tlie  wylde  develys  mot  me  to  drawe ! 
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Primus  Demon.  Herke,  Belsabub  and  Belyal,  sere  Sathan 
in  the  heme. 
Us  fettyn  oure  servauntis  to  this  presone. 
Blow  flamjs  of  fer  to  make  hem  to  brenne, 
Mak  redy  ageyn  we  com  to  this  demon. 
Secundus  Demon,  ffaste  for  tho  harlotis  now  let  us  renne. 

To  east  hem  in  this  pet  here  that  depe  is  adon, 
They  schul  brenne  and  boyle  and  chille  in  oure  denne ; 
Gowe  now,  a  dewelys  name,  as  fisiBt  as  we  mone  1 
Harrow !  harrow  !  we  com  to  town. 
Primus  demon.  Drag  we  these  harlotis  in  hye, 
Into  the  pet  of  helle  for  to  lye« 
Secundus  demon.  Gowe  now,  helle  houndis,  ye  crye. 
Sere  Sathan  may  heryn  oure  sone. 

Dominus.  Now,  aungyl  and  alle  this  court  celestyalle. 

Into  herthe  now  discendith  with  me. 
To  reyse  the  body  of  my  moder  terestyalle, 

And  bryng  we  it  to  the  blysse  of  my  dey t 
Assent  ye  here  to  now  the  unyt^  ? 
Angelu  Ya,  for  yowre  hye  mercy,  Lord,  al  hefne  makyth 
melod^. 

Hie  discendit  et  venit  ad  apostoloSy  dicens, 

Dominus,  Pes  be  to  yow  alle,  my  postelis  so  dere  ! 

Lo  1  me  here,  yowre  Lord,  and  youre  God  now  rythtis. 
Petrus.  A  !  welcom,  Criste,  oure  comfort,  in  thy  manhed  clere ! 

Gret  merveylous  God,  mekyl  now  thy  myth  is  ! 
Dominus.  What  worschepe  and  grace  semyth  you  now  here. 

That  I  do  to  this  body,  Mary  that  hythtis? 
Johannes.  Lord,  as  thou  rese  from  deth  and  requyst  in  thyn 
empere. 

So  reyse  thou  this  body  to  thy  blysse  that  lyth  is. 
Us  semyth  this  ryth  is. 
MychaeL  Ya,  gloryous  God,  lo !  the  sowle  here  prest,  now. 
To  this  blissid  body  likyth  you  to  fest,  now. 
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Hefbe  and  erthe  wold  thynke  this  tlie  best,  now. 

In  &s  myche  as  sche  bare  you,  God,  in  youre  myUitis. 

Hie  vadit  anima  in  corpus  Maria. 

Dominus.  Go  thanne,  blyssid  soule,  to  that  body  ageyn  ; 

Arya  now,  my  dowe,  my  nehebour,  and  my  swete  frende. 
Tabernacle  of  joye,  vessel  of  lyf,  hefnely  temple,  to  reyn, 

Ye  sclial  have  tlie  biysse  wyth  me  moder  that  hath  non  ende ; 
ffor  as  ye  were  clene  in  erthe  of  alle  synnys  greyn. 

So  schal  ye  reyne  in  hefne  clennest  in  mend. 
Maria,  A 1  endles_worchepe  be  to  you,  Jhesu,  relesere  of  peyn ! 

I  and  alle  erthe  may  blisse  the,  com  of  nwre  kend  ; 
Lo '  me  redy  with  you  for  to  wend. 
DoTtdnus.  Aboven  hefnys,  moder,  assende  than  we, 
In  endles  biysse  for  to  be. 
Michael.  Hefne  and  erthe  now  injoye  may  ye, 

(For  God  throw  Mary  is  mad  mannys  frend. 

Et  hie  assendeiit  in  calum  cantantibus  organis,  Assumpta 
es  Maria  in  cwlum  I 

Dominus.  Yow  to  worchepe,  moder,  it  likyth  the  hoi  Trinyt^, 

Wherfore  I  crowne  you  here  in  this  kyndam  of  glorye : 

Of  alle  my  chosyn  thus  schul  ye  clepyd  be, 

Qwen  of  Hefne  and  Moder  of  Mercy  ! 

Michael.  Now  bltssid  be  youre  namys  we  cry ! 

ffor  this  holy  assumpcyon  alle  hefne  makyth  melody. 

Deo  gracias. 


XLII.  DOOMSDAY. 


Hie  incipii  dies  Judiciij  et  Jhesu  descendente  cum 
Michaeie  et  Gabriele  Archangel  etis  Michaelus  dicety  etc. 

Michael.  Surgite !  alle  men  aryse, 

Venite  ad  judicium  i 
ffor  now  is  sett  the  hyj  justyoe, 

And  hath  assygnyd  the  day  of  dome. 
Rape  30W  redyly  to  this  grett  assyse, 

Bothe  grett  and  smalle,  alle  an  sum. 
And  of  jour  answere  30W  now  avyse. 

What  30  xal  sey  whan  that  je  cum, 
30wre  ansuere  fibr  to  telle ; 
ffor  whan  that  God  xal  30W  appose, 
Ther  is  non  helpe  of  no  glose. 
The  trewthe  fful  trewlye  he  wyl  tose. 

And  send  30W  to  hevyn  or  helle. 

Gabryelle,  Bothe  Pope,  prynce,  and  prysste  with  crowne, 

Kynge  and  caysere,  and  knyhtes  kene, 
Rapely  3e  renne  jour  resonys  to  rowne, 

ffor  this  xal  be  the  day  of  tene. 
Nowther  pore  ne  ryche  of  grett  renowne, 

Ne  alle  the  develys  in- helle  that  bene 
ffrom  this  day  30W  hyde  not  mowne, 
ffor  alle  jour  dedys  here  xal  be  sene 
Opynly  in  syght 
Who  that  is  fowndyn  in  deedly  gylte. 
He  were  bettyr  to  ben  hylte, 
In  endeles  helle  he  xal  be  spylte, 

His  dedys  his  deth  xal  dyght. 

D  D 
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Omnes  resurgetites  subttu  terram  ctamavit  "  £Ia ! 
n1  a!  hat  a! a!  ha!  a.'  at"  Deinde  awgentes  dicat, 
"  hat  a!  a!"  etc. 

Ha  I  a !  a  1  cleve  asundyr  36  clowdye  of  clay. 

Asunder  je  breke  and  lete  us  pas : 
Now  may  oure  songe  be,  wele  away, 
That  evyr  we  synnyd  in  dedly  trespaa ! 

Omnes  demones  clatnant. 

Harrow  and  owt  I  what  xal  we  eay  f 

Harraw  we  crye,  owt  and  alas  ! 
Alas !  harrow  !  U  this  liiat  day. 

To  endlea  peyne  that  us  must  pae  ? 

Alas  !  harrow  and  owt  i  we  crye. 

Omnes  animce  resurgenfet  dicant,  etc, 

A  !  mercy,  Lorde  !  ffor  oure  mysdede, 
And  lett  thi  mercy  spryoge  and  Eprede  1 
But,  alas !  we  byden  in  drede, 

It  is  to  late  to  aske  mercys. 

Deu8.  Venite  benedicti, 

My  bretheryn  alle, 
Patris  mei 

je  childeryn  dere  j 
Come  hedyr  to  me  to  myn  hyj  halle:, 

Alle  the  myn  suterys  aud  Bervaunt«s  be ; 
Alle  tho  ffowle  wyrmys  ffrom  }ow  iallc. 

With  my  ryglit  hand  I  biyese  jow  here. 
My  blyssynge  bumyschith  30W  as  btyght  as  beralle. 
As  crystalle  clene  it  clensyth  jow  clere, 
Alle  fFylth  ffrom  jow  Ssde. 
Petyr,  to  hevyn  jatys  thou  wende  and  goo, 
The  lokkys  thou  losyn  and  hem  undo. 
My  blyssyd  childeryn  thou  brynge  me  to. 
Here  hertys  for  to  glade. 


D00HSDA7. 


Petma.  The  jatys  of  hevyn  I  opyn  this  tyde  : 

Now  welcome,  dere  bretheryn,  to  hevyn  i-wya; 
Com  on,  and  Eytt  oD  Goddys  ryght  syde, 

Wliere  myrthe  and  melody  novyr  may  myi. 
Omnes  Salvati.  On  kne  we  crepe,  we  gon,  we  glyde. 

To  wurchepp  oure  Lorde  that  mercyful  ie ; 
fibr  thorwe  hia  woundye  that  be  so  wyde, 
He  hath  brought  us  to  his  hlys. 

Holy  Lorde,  we  wurcheppe  the  I 
Detta.  Welcome  je  be  in  hevyn  to  att^ 
Welcum,  fro  me  xul  3e  nevyr  flitt. 
So  sekyr  of  blys  je  xul  be  jitt. 

To  myrthe  and  joye  welcum  50  be ! 
AmnuE  damfmandum.  Ha !  ha !  mercy,  mercy,  we  crye 
and  crave, 
A !  mercy,  Lorde,  for  oure  mysdede  1 
A  !  mercy,  mercy,  we  rubbe  !  we  rave ! 
A !  help  us,  good  Lord,  in  this  nede  ! 
Deus.  How  wolde  }e,  wrecchis,  any  mercy  have? 

Why  aske  je  mercy  now  '\a  this  nede  P 
What  have  }e  wrought  }our  Eowle  to  save  ?  '  I 

To  whom  have  3e  don  any  roercyful  dede,  I 

Mercy  for  to  wynne  ? 
Primut  diabolu*.  Mercy  ?  nay,  nay,  they  xul  have  wrake, 
And  that  on  here  fforehed  wyttnes  I  take. 
Sot  ther  is  wretyn  with  letteris  blake, 

Opynly  alle  her«  sjniie. 
Deu».  To  hungry  and  thrusty  that  askyd  in  my  name. 

Mete  and  drynhe  wolde  je  )eve  non ; 
Of  nakyd  men  had  ya  no  shame, 

je  wold  nott  vesyte  men  In  no  preeoo ; 
je  had  no  pet4  on  scke  nor  lame, 

Dede  of  mercy  wold  je  nevjT  don ; 
Un  herborwed  men  je  servyd  the  same, 
To  bery  the  tleed  pore  man  wold  )e  not  gon  ; 
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These  dedys  doth  30W  spylle, 
ffor  joure  love  was  I  rent  on  rode, 
And  for  jour  sake  I  shed  my  blode ; 
Whan  I  was  so  mercyfulle  and  so  gode. 

Why  have  se  wrought  ajens  my  wylle  ? 
Seamdus  Diaboltia.  I  fynde  here  wretyn  in  thin  fibrheeJ, 

Thou  were  so  stowte  and  sett  in  pryde. 
Thou  woldyst  nott  3eve  a  pore  man  breed. 

But  ffrom  ttd  dore  thou  woldyst  hym  chyde. 
Tertiua  diabolm.  And  in  tlii  face  here  do  I  rede, 

That  if  a  tliryfty  man  com  any  tyde, 
ffor  thrust  thow  he  xulde  be  deed, 

Drynk  from  hym  thou  woldyst  evyr  hyde; 
On  covetyse  was  alle  thy  thought 
PrimH$  diaboliu.  In  wratthe  thi  neybore  to  bakbyte. 
Them  for  to  hangere  was  thi  deJyte, 
Thou  were  evyr  redy  them  to  endyte ; 

On  the  seke  man  rewyst  thou  nought, 
Secundia  dU^olus.  Evyr  more  on  envye  was  alle  thi  mende, 

Tliou  woldyst  nevyr  vesyte  no  presoner; 
To  alle  thi  neybores  thou  were  unkende. 

Thou  woldyst  nevyr  helpe  man  in  daunger. 
Terlitts  cUaboltu.  The  synne  of  slauthe  thi  sowie  xal  shende. 

Masse  nore  mateynes  woldyst  thou  non  here, 
To  bery  the  deed,  man,  thou  woldyst  not  wende, 

Therfore  thou  xalt  to  endles  ffere; 
To  slowthe  thou  were  ful  prest. 
Prinuu  diabolus.  Thou  haddyst  rejoyse  in  glotonye. 
In  dronkesheppe  and  in  rebawdye, 
Unherborwyd  with  velonye 

Thou  puttyst  from  here  rest. 

Seeundus  diabolua.  Sybile  Sclutt«,  thou  ssatte  sewe, 
Alle  3our  lyff  was  leccberous  lay  ; 


To  alle  3oar  neybores  ye  wore  a  sbrewe, 
Alle  yonr  plesauns  was  teccherous  play. 

Goddys  men  ye  lovjA  but  fewe ; 
Nakyd  men  and  ffebyl  of  array 

ye  wolde  Dott  socowre  with  a  lytel  drewe, 
Nott  with  a  tbred,  the  BOtbe  to  say, 

Whan  they  astcyd  in  Godys  name. 

Omnet  dangmandL  A,  mercy,  Lord !  mekyl  of  myght, 

We  aske  thi  mercy  and  not  thi  ryght. 

Not  after  oare  dede  so  us  qayth, 

We  have  synnyd,  we  be  to  blame. 


Detis. 


NOTES 


Page  1,  line  6.  With  ploys  fal  glad.]  In  the  Pnmptorwm  Par- 
vulorum  is  given  the  following  curious  analysis  of  the  different  kinds 
of  plays  and  players : — '*  Pley,  ludos ;  pley,  or  somyr  game,  spec- 
taculam ;  pley  that  begynn3rthe  with  myrthe  and  endythe  with  so- 
rowe,  trag^ia ;  pley  that  begynnythe  with  sorow  and  endythe  with 
mjrrthe,  comedia  ;  pleyare,  lusor ;  pleyare  that  alwey  wyl  pley,  lodi- 
buodos ;  ple3rar  at  the  bal,  pililadios ;  pleyyng  garment,  ludix ; 
pleyyng  place,  diludiam." — MS.  Harl.  221,  fol.  129.  Chaucer  gives 
us  the  same  definition  of  tragedy  in  the  prologue  to  The  Monkes 
Tale:— 

Tragedie  is  to  sayn  a  certain  storie» 
As  olde  bookes  maken  us  memorie. 
Of  him  that  stood  in  gret  prosperitee^ 
And  is  y-fallen  out  of  high  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wretchedly. 

P.  9, 1.  17.  Mevelyd.]  So  in  the  MS.,  but  probably  it  ought  to 
be  mervelyd, 

P.  17, 1.  10.     Dele  the  comma  after  the  word  dwere. 

P.  19.  The  Creation.]  Bagford  has  preserved  in  MS. 
Harl.  5931,  v.  13,  a  printed  bill  of  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  "  at  Crawley's  show  at  the  Golden 
Lion,  near  St.  George's  Church,  during  the  time  of  South wark-fair, 
will  be  presented  the  whole  story  of  the  old  creation  of  the  world,  or 
Paradice  Ix)st,  yet  newly  reviv'd,  with  the  addition  of  Noah's  flood." 
See  Strutt's  Sports  and  Paatimes,  ed.  Hone,  p.  166.  The  specimen 
272  in  the  same  volume  is  still  more  curious,  and  shows  that  the 
performances  of  mysteries,  howbeit  in  a  very  difierent  state,  were 
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ooatioiwd  in  England  up  to  a  much  later  period  then  is  osDoIIf 
believed  i — 

"  By  Her  Majestie's  permmirm.  At  Heatly'a  booth,  oTer  agamat 
the  Cross  Daggers,  next  to  Mr.  MUler'a  booth,  during  the  time  of 
Bartholomew-Fair,  will  be  presented  a  little  opera,  csDed  Tie  old 
creation  of  tkt  world,  newly  reviv'd,  with  the  addition  of  the  glorious 
battle  obtained  over  the  French  ancF  Spaniards  by  ht«  Gnce  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.     The  contents  are  these: — 

1.  The  creation  of  Adam  and  Eve. 

2.  The  intreaguea  of  Lucifer  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 

3.  Adam  and  Eve  driven  out  of  paradice. 

4.  Cain  going  to  plow,  Abel  driving  sheep. 

5.  Cain  kiUeth  his  brother  Abel. 

6.  Abraham  offering  his  son  Isaac. 

7.  Three  wise  men  of  the  East  guided  by  a  star,  who  worship  him. 

8.  Joseph  and  Mary  flew  awaf  by  night  upon  an  ass. 

9.  Kin§;  Herod's  cruelty;  bis  men's  spears  laden  with  children. 

10.  Rich  Dives  invites  hia  friends,  and  orders  his  porter  to  keep 
the  beggars  from  his  gate. 

1 1 .  Poor  Lazarus  comes  a  begging  at  rich  Dives's  gate,  and  the 
dogs  lick  his  sores. 

12.  The  good  angel  and  death  contend  for  Lazarus's  life. 

13.  Rich  Dives  is  taken  sick  and  dieth.  He  ie  buried  in  great 
solemnity. 

14.  Rich  Dives  in  hell,  and  Lazams  in  Abraham's  hoeom,  seen  in 
a  most  glorious  object,  all  in  machines  descending  in  a  throne, 
guarded  with  multitudes  of  angels,  with  the  breaking  of  the  clouds, 
discovering  the  palace  of  the  sun,  in  double  and  treble  prospects,  to 
the  admiration  of  all  spectators.  Likewise  several  rich  and  large 
figures,  with  dances,  jiggs,  sarabrands,  anticks,  and  country  dances 
between  every  act :  compleated  with  the  merry  humours  of  Sir  John 
Spendall  and  Punchanello,  with  several  other  things  never  yet 
exposed.     Perform 'd  by  Mat.  Heatly.     Vivat  Region !" 

In  Braithwayte'a  "  Strapado  for  the  Devil,"  8vo.  Lond.  1615, 
p.  161,  there  is  an  allusion  to  the  performance  of  Mysteries  in 
London  in  ancient  times : — 

"  Saint  Bartlemews,  where  all  the  pagents  ehowne. 
And  all  those  acts  from  Adam  unto  Noe 
Us'd  to  be  represent." 


snally 
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p.  19,1.  1.     O.]     In  MS.,  09. 

P^  22,  L  8.  And  make  the  man  Adam.]  A  marginal  note  on  the 
yeno  of  fol.  74  informs  U8  that  Adam  was  created  on  the  tenth 
of  the  calends  of  April. 

P.  27,  1.  24.  For  to  hide.]  Dr.  Marriott,  the  editor  of  A  Coi- 
ledum  of  English  Miracle  Plays,  8vo.  Basel,  1838,  quotes  a  play 
entitled.  The  TravaUes  of  the  three  English  Brothers.  4to.  Lond. 
1607,  to  show  that  an  exact  representation  of  the  primitive  state 
of  our  forefathers  in  the  garden  of  Eden  was  exhihited  on  the 
English  stage  "  as  late  as  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century." 
This  is  an  ahsurd  misrepresentation,  and  has  been  founded  on  aa 
erroneous  interpretation  of  a  passage  in  the  play  aboye- mentioned, 
which  is  spoken  by  Kemp,  the  actor,  in  a  conyersation  with  Sir 
Anthony  Sherley.  According,  howeyer,  to  one  of  the  stage  direc- 
tions in  the  Chester  Mysteries,  Adam  and  Eye  stahumt  nudi  ei  nam 
vereamdahwUwr ;  so  that,  joined  with  the  present  passage  in  the 
Coventry  Mysteries,  there  is  at  least  some  g^und  for  believing  that 
such  was  actually  the  case  at  an  earlier  period.* 

Dr.  Marriott's  mistake  has  been  already  noticed  by  the  Rev.  A. 
Dyce,  in  his  interesting  introduction  to  Kemp's  Nine  Daies  Wonder, 
reprinted  for  the  Camden  Society,  p.  xv ;  and  I  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  introducing  in  this  place  some  particulars  relating  to  Kemp, 
which  throw  a  new  light  upon  his  history,  more  especially  in  re- 
lation with  the  above-mentioned  play,  and  proves  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  comic  actor,  and  his  interview  with  Sherley,  was  strictly 
founded  upon  fact.  The  authors  of  the  play,  indeed,  assert  in  their 
prologue  their  intention  of 

"  Clothing  our  truth  within  an  argument. 
Fitting  the  stage  and  your  attention ; 
Yet  not  so  hid  but  that  she  may  appeare 
To  be  herselfe,  even  truth." 

But  dramatic  critics  have  not  given  much  credit  to  these  professions 

*  John  of  Salisbury  thus  complaint  of  the  indelicacy  of  actors: — "  Quomm 
adeo  error  invaloit,  ut  a  praaclaris  domibat  non  arceantar,  etiam  illi  qui  obscenis 
partibos  corporis,  ocolis  omniom  earn  ingerunt  tarpitadinem,  quam  embescat 
▼idere  vel  Cynicus. **—/>«  Nugii  Curiakum,  Hb.  i.  cap.  8,  edit.  1639,  p.  34. 
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of  honesty.  Mr.  Dyce  evea  doubts  the  fact  of  Kemp  hariag  maile  a 
joomey  on  the  continent,  and  considera  the  notice  in  The  Rrtur 
Jrom  Pernatsiu  of  hia  "  dancing  the  morrice  over  the  Alpes."  to  be 
only  a  ■"  sportive  allusion  to  his  journey  to  Norwich."  In  his  iViiw 
Dates  Wonder,  however,  he  announces  his  intention  of  setting  out 
shortly  on  a  "  great  journey,"  and  in  his  dedication  he  seems  to 
aJlndc  to  a  projected  journey  to  Rome.  I  have  recently  discoTeird 
a  passage  in  a  contemporary  diary,  which  proves  that  Kemp  actaally 
met  with  Sir  Anthony  Shirley  at  Rome,  and  that  his  "  great  journey" 
was  not  a  very  profitable  speculation.  It  is  as  follows:  —  "  1601, 
Sept.  '2.  Kemp,  mimns  quidam,  qai  peregrinntionem  quandam  id 
Germaniam  et  Italiam  instjtaerat,  post  multos  errores  et  infortiuiia 
sua  reversus :  multa  refert  de  Anihooio  Sherly  equite  anrato,  qaem 
RoDiK  (legatum  Persicum  agentem)  convenerat." — MS.  Sloan.  393, 
fol.  401.  William  Parry,  who  was  with  Shirley  in  Russia,  returned 
to  England  in  the  middle  of  September,  1601,  as  we  learn  from  the 
account  published  by  Hackluyt;  and  it  is  therefore  very  probable 
that  Kemp  was  the  first  who  brought  the  news  of  hla  proceedings  id 
Persia  and  Russia.  An  account  of  Shirley's  adventures  was  pub- 
lished at  London  in  1613,  and  a  very  circumstantial  relation  bf  Man- 
waring  is  in  MS.  Sloan.  IIU,  but  neither  of  these  contain  the  slightest 
notice  of  Kemp's  interview  with  the  ambassador.  What  we  have 
given  above  is,  however,  quite  sufficient  to  establish  its  (rnth,  and 
•'  the  travell  to  Rome  with  the  return  in  certain  daies,"  mentioned  in 
Rowley's  Starch  for  Money,  1609,  doubtlessly  alludes  to  the  same 
circumstance :  and  would  also  seem  to  implv  that  be  had  accom- 
plished his  homeward  journey  in  a  short  time.  Mr.  Rimbaitlt  has 
also  kindly  favoured  me  with  a  copy  of  the  following  song  from  an 
old  MS.  in  his  possession  by  Thomas  Weelkes,  entitled,  Ayr^M  or 
foHtasticke  spiritet,    which  was   printed  with   some  variations   in 


"  Since  Robm  Hood,  Maid  Marian, 
And  little  John  are  gone-o. 

The  hobby-horse  was  quite  forgot, 
When  Kempe  did  dance  alone-s. 

He  did  labour  after  the  tabor 

For  to  dance  :  then  into  France 


Me  tookc  paioei 
To  skip  it ; 

In  hope  of  gaioes 
He  will  trip  it. 


I 


Diddle,  diddle,  doe." 


P.  31. 1.  8.     Flaromea.]     Sic  in  MS.  pro  ftammeo. 

P.  37. 1.  8.  Showe.]  So  in  MS.,  but  perhaps  tiwe,  which  would 
complete  the  rhyme. 

P.  38,  1.  39.  Never.]  This  word  ia  added  to  the  MS.  id  a  more 
recent  hftnd. 

P.  4G,  1.  28.  This  schypp  for  to  make.]  A  marginal  note  informa 
H  that  "  Noe  schyp  was  in  leoght  ccc  cubytes,  in  brede  fiyfty,  and 
the  beythe  thretty  :  the  flode  15.  above  hyest  montayne." 

P.  59, 1.  16.  Perhaps  this  line  would  be  more  properly  printed 
Sftne:— 

"  What  is  your  wylle.  Lord,  &yn  wold  I  wete," 

P.  59.  1.  30.  The  comanndment  of  tbi  Lord  God.]  It  is  almost 
anneceMsry  to  remark  that  this  and  tbe  following  line  are  qnite  dia> 
tiDCt  from  the  stanza,  and  are  intended  as  a  translation  of  the  Latin 
given  above. 

P.  61. 1,  i. 

P.  61.1.  19. 

P.  63, 1.  32. 

P.  64,  1.  6. 

P.  65.  1.  13. 
this  lln 

P.  70.  Thb  BAKRENNtas  OF  ANNA.]  This  pageant  ie  founded 
on  the  apochryphal  goepel  of  the  Birth  of  Mary,  The  same  story  is 
also  fonnd  in  tbe  Protevangelion  of  James. 

P.  73.  1.  27.     Catando.]     Sic  in  MS.  pro  canlaiido. 

P.  75. 1.  10.     OffenH.]     Place  a  colon  after  this  word. 

P.  79.  Mart  in  the  Temple.]  This  pageant  is  also  founded 
on  the  apochryphal  gospel  of  the  Birth  of  Mary. 

P.  81, 1.  22.     Eiplexendo.]     Sic  in  MS.  pro  ampitxtnda. 

P.  88, 1.  28.     For.]     Perhaps /cm. 

P.  84, 1.  39.     Dele  the  comma  after  tbe  word  "  breUwryn." 


Sanctificet.]  Sic  in  MS.  pro  nuKtifieeha: 
Makaberis.]  Sic  in  MS.  pro  mschabarit. 
Bos.]     Sic  in  MS.  pro  bovem. 

I  dwelle.]     Add  a  semicolon  at  tbe  end  of 
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P.  83,  1.  13.  In  your  name  Maria.]  Lydgate.  la  MS.  HmrL 
225S,  fol.  141,  has  given  three  similar  acroeticB  of  the  nanw  of  tbe 
bteascd  Virgin. 

P.  90,  1.1.  AbYsakar.]  Sic  in  MS.  pro-^ijB"*'^-  This  pageant 
was  privately  printed  by  Mr.  Collier,  12ino.  Lond.  1836.  Tbesrgo- 
ment  is  taken  from  the  apechrTphal  goipe!  of  the  Birth  of  Marr. 
Lydgete,  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  his  Life  of  the  Virgin,  introduces  tbe 
chief  incidents  here  employed. 

P.  94,  1.  29.     Sg.]     Perhaps  your. 

P.  94,  I.  31  to  p.  95, 1.  22.  This  U  added  to  the  M9.  in  a  more 
recent  handwriting. 

P.  97, 1.  20.  EpiscopuB  comjtii,  thens  Joseph.]  Owing  to  this 
line  being  inserted  in  the  MS,  as  a  stage  direction,  and  the  deficiency 
of  the  nietre,  it  has  been  arranged  erroneously.  It  shonld  be  aa 
folia  WB  :— 

Epiacopus.  Comyth  thens. 
Joseph.  Sere,  he  may  evyl  go,  Slc. 

P.  99,  I.  13.     Foreschyth  ]     So  in  MS.  tor  Jloreschylh. 

P.  101,  1.  8.  Sere,  xalle  ffulffyl.]  The  pronoun  /  is  probably 
omitted  before  the  word  xalle. 

P.  105.  Thk  Salutation  and  Conception.]  Part  of  the 
argument  of  this  pageant  may  be  found  in  the  apocryphal  gospel  of 
the  Birth  of  Mary.  The  incident  of  the  council  of  the  Trinity  is 
given  in  the  Speculum  Vita  Chritti,  and  in  Lydgste's  Life  of  tbe 

P.  105,  1.  22.     Bab)'s.]     Probably  balys. 

P.  112,1.  16.  This  name  Eva  is  tumyd  Ave.]  Compare  MS. 
Harl.  2255,  fol.  140,  a  poem  in  praise  of  the  Virgin: 

Heyl  aterre  of  Jacob,  glorie  of  Israelle  ! 

Eva  transfformyd  the  lettrys  wel  ont  sought  ; 

Into  thy  closet  whan  that  Gabryelle 

With  this  wourd  Ave  hath  the  tydynges  brought. 

P.  113, 1.  17.  But  I  aske  it  xal  be  do.]  The  word  A<w  has  pro- 
bably been  omitted  after  aske. 

P.  114, 1.  31.  Bcmys.]  Mr.  Collier,  Hist.  Dram.  Poet.  ii.  176, 
writes  benm/s,  and  considers  that  the  woid  means  benedicttea.  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  such  an  explanation,  for  it  appears 
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simply  to  signify  beams,  and  there  was  donbtlessly  some  contrivance 
to  represent  them  on  the  stage. 

P.  117.  Joseph's  Return.]  This  pageant  is  founded  upon  die 
apocluyphal  gospel  of  the  Birth  of  Mary* 

P.  124.  The  Visit  to  Elizabeth.]  This  pageant  is  founded 
upon  the  Protevangelion  of  James.  ■  ^   ?  ^ 

P.  130. 1.  12.     Leve.]     Dele  the  semicolon  after  this  word. 

P.  131.  The  Trial  op  Joseph  and  Mary.]  This  pageant 
is  likewise  founded  upon  the  narrative  in  the  Protevangdion  of 
James. 

P.  131»  1.  6.  AUe  the  rowte.]  The  subsequent  enumeration  of 
names  was  obviouriy  inserted,  observes  Mr.  Collier,  '*  for  the  sake 
of  producing  merriment  among  the  spectators."  A  somewhat  simi- 
lar list  of  names  occurs  in  Cocke  Lorelles  Bote,  among  which  I  find 
two,  viz.,  Pers  Potter  and  Phyllyp  Fletcher,  that  are  also  in  this  list. 
Hone,  Marriott,  and  Collier,  who  have  quoted  this  very  singular  part 
of  these  mysteries,  place  it  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  pageant,  but 
the  reason  for  the  change  I  have  made  will  be  sufficiently  obvious  on 
perusaL 

P.  131, 1.  25.  And  loke  ye  rynge  wele  in  your  purs.]  This  is  im- 
portant, as  showing  that  money  was  collected  for  the  performances. 
The  author  of  a  very  curious  sermon  against  mlrade-plays  generally, 
in  a  MS.  of  the  fourteenth  century,  preserved  in  the  parish  library 
of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Fields,  expressly  complains  of  the  money  that 
was  spent  in  this  manner : — **  So  this  myradis  pleying^  is  verr^  wit- 
nesse  of  mennus  averice  and  coveytise  byfore,  that  is  maumetrie,  as 
seith  the  apostele,  for  that  that  thei  shulden  ^lendyn  upon  the  nedia 
of  ther  neyeboris,  thei  spenden  upon  the  pleyis,  and  to  peyen  ther 
rente  and  ther  dette  thei  wolen  gmcche,  and  to  spende  two  so  mycbe 
upon  ther  pley  thei  wolen  nothinge  grucche.  Also  to  gideren  men 
togidere  to  bien  the  derre  ther  vetailis,  and  to  stiren  men  to  glotonye^ 
and  to  pride  and  boost,  thei  pleyn  thes  myraclis,  and  also  to  han 
wherof  to  spenden  on  these  myraclis,  and  to  holde  felawschipe  of 
glotonye  and  lecherie  in  sich  dayes  of  myraclis  pleyinge,  thei  bisien 
hem  beforu  to  more  gredily  bygilen  ther  neybors,  in  bying^  and  in 
aellyng ;  and  so  this  pleyiage  of  myraclis  now  on  dayes  is  werr^  wit- 
nesse  of  hideous  coveytise,  that  is  maumetrie."  —  Relifua  Antigua, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  5t. 


r 
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F.  I8&,  I.  IS.  To  set  a  cokewolde  on  the  hyebeocbe.]  This  ap- 
peare  to  be  an  allusion  to  the  old  ballad  of  The  CokwotdetDamcr.  or 
umilar  production.  King  Artbur  waa  repreeent  as  giving  the  fint 
place  at  table,  or  a  ecat  on  the  high  bench  od  the  dais,  to  meo  of  thii 


^ 


"  Than  seyd  thei  all  at  a  word, 
That  cokwoldes  &chuld  begyanethe  bord. 
And  sytt  hyest  ta  the  halle." 
The  CohBoldet  Daanee  is  printed  in  Von  Karajan's  Frublingagabe. 
12rao.  Vienna,  1839. 

P.  137,1.  15.  "Fayr  chylde,  luUay,"  sone  must  ehe  syng.] 
LuUay  is  a  very  commoD  burden  to  the  old  nursery  songs,  one  of 
^le  nidest  of  which  is  preeerved  in  MS.  Harl.  913,  and  has  been 
printed  by  Ritaon.  Sharp  has  printed  the  following,  which,  as  be- 
longing  to  a  Coventry  pageant,  will  be  appropriately  introduced  in 
this  place : — 

Lully,  lulla.  thow  Httell  tin^  child  ; 

By.  by.  lully,  lullay.  thow  littell  tynd  child : 

By,  by.  lolly,  lullay. 
O,  sisters  too. 
How  may  we  do 

For  to  preserve  this  day 
This  pore  yongling, 
For  whom  we  do  singe 

By,  by,  lully,  lullay. 

Herod  the  king. 
In  his  raging 

Chargitb  be  hath  this  day 
His  men  of  might. 
In  hie  owne  sight. 

All  yonge  children  to  slay. 


That  wo  is  me. 
Pore  child  for  thee. 

And  ever  morne  and  b) 
For  thi  parting. 
Nether  gay  nor  singe 

By.  by,  lully,  lullay. 
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P.  139, 1.  16*    Now,  sere.]     This  line  ought  to  be  pointed, thiu, 

"  Now,  sere,  evyl  thedom  com  to  thi  snowte  t'* 

The  ignorant  transcriber  of  the  MS.  has  written  "  Thedom"  as  a 
proper  name,  which  is  an  evident  absurdity. 

P.  140, 1.  30.  Whylle  that  it  dede  snow.]  The  story  of  the  child 
of  snow  was  very  popular  in  the  middle  ages,  and  is  often  allnded  to. 
It  is  briefly  told  in  Latin  verse  by  Geofiroy  de  Vinsanf,  Nov.  Poetr. 
ap.  Leyser,  Hist.  Poet.  Med.  i£v.  pp.  901,  903;  and  at  greater 
length  in  a  French  fabliau  of  the  thirteenth  century,  printed  in  the 
collection  of  M^n^  tom.  iii.  p.  215,  analysed  in  Legrand  d'Aussy, 
tom.  iii.  p.  84.  It  occurs  at  a  later  period  in  the  celebrated  collec- 
tion, entitled  Les  Cent  Nouvelles  Nouvettea  (ed.  Le  Roox  de  Lincy, 
Paris,  1841,  tom.  1.  p.  153),  and  in  many  other  similar  works  com- 
posed in  Italy  and  France. 

P.  145.  The  Birth  of  Christ.]  The  Protevangelion  of  James 
is  the  authority  for  this  pageant. 

P.  146»  1.  1.  It  is  clepyd  a  chery  tre.]  This  fable  of  the  cherry 
tree  is  the  subject  of  a  well  known  Christmas  carol,  which  has  been 
printed  by  Hone,  Ancient  Mysteries  Described,  p.  90.  See  also  Col- 
lier's Hist.  Dram.  Poet.  vol.  iL  p.  1 79, 

P.  153, 1.  2.  Ulverando.]  Sic  in  codice  MS.,  sed  forte  «/tf- 
lando, 

P.  158,  1.  29.  This  songe  begynne.]  In  old  miniatures  the 
shepherds  are  often  represented  playing  on  bagpipes. 

P.  168,  1.  13,  to  p.  170,  1.  31.  This  is  added  to  the  original 
manuscript  in  a  more  recent  hand. 

P.  192, 1.  9.  Lyke  as  the  sunne  doth  pers  the  glas.]  "  He  lyted 
within  her  as  the  sonne-shyne  thurgh  the  glas." — ^MS.  Sloan.  3160, 
fol.  38. 

P.  199, 1.  I,  to  p.  200, 1.  30.  This  is  added  to  the  manuscript  in 
a  more  recent  hand. 

P.  199, 1.  8.     He.]     Probably  fe. 

P.  199. 1.  24.    Ys.]     Probably  your. 

P.  210,  1.  5.  I  zal  the  shewe  many  a  cet6.]  It  will  be  observed 
that,  in  the  enumeration  of  countries  which  follows,  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  Wales  are  mentioned,  with  the  omission  of  England,  a 
proof,  perhaps,  that  the  writer  had  transferred  the  scene  of  action 
into  his  own  country. 
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With  wyld  hors  lete  hym  l>e  drawe.]     "Hiis  mode 
I  very  commoD  in  the  middle  ages.     It  is  a^in 


P.  217,1.  9.  Indeploydo.]  So  in  M8.  for  m  (fipfcifc.  s  I^tiniied 
form  from  tbe  Greek  nord  AurXoit,  a  double  robe  :  see  Gins. 

P.  S22,  1.  17.  Jhesus.]  This  is  erased  in  the  MS.  and  the  word 
"  doctor"  aahstiluted  in  a  more  recent  band. 

P.  235, 1.  28.  Ther  he  doth  lyre  in  cave.]  Por  Igve  read  /ymc. 
The  same  expression  occars  at  p.  327.  I.  alt. 

P.  239,  1.  16.     Berere  of  lyth.]     i.  c.,  Lucifer. 

P.  242,  1.  r.  With  Byde  lokfcys]  "  Over  thin  eyn  and  thin  here** 
is  here  inserted  in  the  MS. 

P.  246. 1.  Ifi.  Proee.]  So  in  MS,,  but  perhaps  it  ought  to  be 
pro/e. 

P.  2C2,  I.  17. 
of  pnnishment  i 
alluded  to  at  p.  290. 

P.  275,  1.  2S.  Xad.]  So  in  MS.,  but  probably  *kad.  as  I  do  aot 
find  X  for  M  in  soy  similar  case. 

P.  283,  !.  20.  TakvB  his  acaffalde.]  We  have  an  early  notice  of 
these  vehicles  in  Chaucer,  in  the  Milleres  Tale,  where  he  apeaka  of 
the  "joly"  clerk  Absolon — 

"  SomtJme  to  shew  his  lightnesse  and  maistrie 
He  plaieth  Herode  on  a  skaffold  hie." 
The  parish-clerks,  says  Tyrwhit,  had  always  a  principal  share  in  tbe 
representation  of  mysteries.    See  notes  to  Canterbury  Tales,  v.  33S4, 
Sharp's  Dissertation  on  the  Coventry  Mysteries,  p.  17,  and  Reliquiie 
AntiquK,  vol.  i.  p.  322. 

P.  297,  I.  13.  Et  cantabit  gallus.]  This  was  accomplished  by 
one  of  tbe  company,  and  a  proficiency  in  the  imitation  was  probably 
aimed  at  and  accomplished.  Among  the  accounts  pnblished  by 
Mr,  Sharp  is  the  following  entry ; — ■'  Paid  to  Pawston  for  coc 
croyng.  iiij.  d.'' — Dissertation,  p.  36. 

P.  313,  1.  4.  Whi  spekest  not  me  to.]  A  great  deal  of  this  is 
merely  paraphrased  from  tbe  vulgate.  Pilate  "  seide  to  Jhesu.  of 
whenis  art  thou  ?  but  Jhesus  gaf  noon  answere  to  him.  Pilat  seith 
to  him,  spekist  thou  not  to  me,  woat  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to 
crucifie  thee,  and  I  have  power  to  delivere  thee." — John,  chap,  x'lx, 
Wickliffe's  version, 

P.  329.  The  Descent  into  Hell.]  The  oldest  mysUry  ia 
the  English  language  is  founded  on  this  subject,  a  very  popula 
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theme,  the  principal  authority  for  which  is  the  gospel  of  Nicode- 
mu8.     It  18  related  in  Piers  Ploughman,  ed.  Wright,  p.  385-393. 

The  print  of  Christ  harrowing  hell,  published  by  Heame,  and  the 
unique  illustration  whidi  it  affords  to  two  passages  in  Shakespeare, 
are  too  well  known  to  require  a  more  particular  notice. 

P.  338.  The  Resurrection.]  The  writer  of  the  sermon 
against  mysteries  before  quoted  is  very  severe  on  the  performance  of 
so  sacred  a  subject  as  the  present.  "  In  the  dayes  of  ceremonial 
religion,"  says  Lambarde,  "  they  used  at  Wytney  to  set  foorthe  yearly 
in  manner  of  a  shew  or  interlude^  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Chryste^  partly  of  purpose  to  draw  thyther  some  concourse 
of  people  that  might  spend  their  money  in  the  towne,  but  chiefly  to 
allure  by  pleasant  spectacle  the  comon  sort  to  the  likinge  of  Popish 
maumetrie  ;  for  the  which  purpose,  and  the  more  lyvely  thearby  to 
exhibite  to  the  eye  the  hole  action  of  the  Resurrection,  the  pristes 
garnished  out  certein  smalle  puppets,  representinge  the  persons  of 
Christe,  the  watdimen,  Marie,  and  others,  amongest  the  which  one 
bare  the  parte  of  a  wakinge  watcheman,  who,  espiinge  Christ  to  arise, 
made  a  continual  noyce,  like  to  the  sound  that  is  caused  by  the 
meting^  of  two  styckes,  and  was  thereof  comonly  called  Jack 
Snacker  of  W3rtney." — Dictionarium  Anglus  Topographicum  et  His- 
toricutn,  Lond.  1730,  p.  459. 

P.  346,  1.  11,  12.     Harde  gatys  have  I  gon. 

And  peynes  sofryd  many  on. 
These  lines  bear  a  very  remarkable  resemblance  to  two  others  in  the 
early  mystery  of  the  Harrowing  of  Hell,  recently  printed,  and  would 
lead  us  to  think  that  the  author  of  the  Coventry  play  had  had  the 
other  in  his  recollection  :  ^ 

"  Hard  gates  havy  gon, 

Sorewen  soffired  mony  on.'* — ^p.  15. 

P.  361, 1.  27.  To  stey  to  my  fadyr.]  "  Touche  me  not  yet,  for 
for  I  have  not  yet  stied  up  to  my  fadir ;  but  go  to  my  brethren  and 
seie  to  them,  I  stie  to  my  fadir  and  to  youre  fadir,  to  my  Grod  and  to 
youre  God." — John,  xx.  Wickliffe's  translation.  » 

P.  362, 1.  21.  But  now  in  herte.]  This  and  the  following  twenty- 
one  lines  are  repeated  iu  the  MS.  in  a  different  hand. 

f .  383.  The  Assumption  of  the  Virgin.    The  whole  of  this 
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pageant  is  written  in  a.  more  recent  hand,  of  the  time,  I  shoold 

of  Henry  VIII.    It  wilt  be  observed  that  this  compoaitioD  differs  con- 

Biderabiy  from  the  other  plays. 

P.  402,  1.  I.  CUmavit.]  The  Latinlty  throughout  the  MS.  is 
very  bad,  but  1  hare  suffered  it  generally  to  remain  aa  a  ctiterion  of 
the  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  the  MS.  text. 


CORRECTIONS  OF  THE  MS.  AND  ERRATA. 

P.  10,1.31.  After  arfirf/ry?  arid  MinieoloD.— P,  18. 1.  5,  For  lietin  rtad  ikrr 
in— P.  35,  1.2:2.  F<irtIfyiifnire*.idri/HfvJ.—P.  65,1.13.  Add  afull  stop  aher 
rluifUe.—  P.6B,\.21.  For  tkepenfnti  lirpt  of.— P.  T 5.  t.  in.  Add  a  aemimtoa 
aftero/'ou.— P.B4J.  e.  Dele  loi/A.— P.  91,  I.  31.  For  ^rannl  ttad  graiml.— 
P, 96, 1-6.  Our,{ort<yaur.— P,10l,1-16.Fari(i/»wre»ciM/ere.— P.  101.1. SO. 
for  aUemanerr  reml  aUe  manen.~?.  103, 1.  13.  For  bntrryd  re»d  be  tlrryd. — 
P.  108,1.  19.  Si-y(h  ilK.fnrlt  !ubtjl.— R  ]M.\.'1?<.  For  ryn^^irrlr  read  ryt,^ 
ukU. — P.145,1.4.  For  (ryiu/fAym  rod  (ryiu/fAym.—P,  164,1.29.  For  yotir- 
j^erEod  yoHri^vdr.— P.  156,  I.  tV.  For  atjne  imd  a  tyae. — P.  238,  I.  1.  For 
(OUitalk  read  aitt  tciVA.  P.  256, 1. 16-19.  Tbeae  lines  are  repeated  (mat  p.  2S3. 
—P.  263. 1.  S.  ForJ'rAJt  re>ai«bi.— P.  283, 1. 16.  Aa./orMand.— P.  385,1.30. 
After  ded  add  a  comma. 
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Tlie  Arabic  numerals  refer  to  the  pages  of  the  volume.  Words  of  frequent 
occurrence  have  a  limited  number  or  referencesy  and  those  which  are  exceed- 
ingly common  have  none.  Many  of  the  words  in  this  Glossary  may  be  found 
in  Chaucer  and  contemporary  writers. 


A,  sometimes  signifies  with^  and  before 
a  verb  is  sometimes  used  for  to. 

A,  sometimes  have,  as  *'  a  ffavled^" 
45,  have  failed^  and  in  several  other 
places. 

A^  sometimes  a  corruption  of  on  or  in, 
and  occasionally  at. 

A,  ah !  an  interjection  of  very  frequent 
occurrence. 

Abyde,  stay,  remain. 

Accende,  214,  animate,  Lat. 

Aeorde,  accord,  agree. 

Adawe,  vide  dawe. 

Adown,  down. 

Adred,  afraid. 

Advowtrye,  216,  adultery. 

Ageyn,  again. 

Aglottes,  241.  This  word  is  used  to 
denote  the  tags  or  metal  sheathings 
of  the  points  which  were  formerly 
so  much  in  fashion.  See  Palsgrave^ 
Esclarcissement,  "  agglet  of  a  lace 
or  poyot,  fer." 

Agresyth,  331,Agrise,  c.  e.,  to  shudder, 
or  to  make  to  shudder  ;  so  '*  agre- 
svth  me,'*  makes  me  shudder.  See 
also  p.  41. 

Agryse,  159,  see  agresjrth. 

Aaens,  against 

Al  ve,  145,  kindred. 

Alle-be-dene,  4,  by  and  by,  forthwith. 
See  Sir  Fred.  Madden's  Havelok, 
730,2841,  and  glos.  in  voc 

Allether,  14,  230,  geo.  pi.  of  all. 

AUeredy,  all  ready. 

AHheris,  202,  of  you  all. 


Althing,  57,  every  thing. 

Amat,  294,  dismayed.  Chaucer  and 
Shakespeare  use  the  verb  mate, 
which  is  doubtlessly  the  same.  See 
The  Knightes  Tale,  L  957^  and  se- 
cond part  of  Henry  VI.,  act  iii. 
sc  L 

Amon^e,  at  intervals.  Answers  to  the 
Latin  word  ''  mixtim." 

Amoure,  50,  love. 

An,  and. 

And,  if. 

Anow,  enough. 

Anvempnyd,  75,  envenom. 

Apayed,  €J,  pleased,  contented. 

Apert,  open. 

Apertly,  openly, 

Aqwyte,  335,  requite. 

Are,  44,  hare. 

Aren,  vide  am. 

Arere,  132,  215,  stir  up.  P.  240, 
raise  up. 

Aresyn,  arisen. 

Areste,  91,  arrest 

Am,  are. 

Amde,  errand,  message. 

Araeys,  283,  harness. 

Arryn,  316,  seise. 

Arwe,  arrow. 

Asayn,  assay. 

Askuse,  2,  excuse. 

Asmatryk,  189,  arithmetic  This  word 
is  used  by  Chaucer  and  Lydgate, 
and  occurs  as  late  as  the  year  1594 
in  John  Davis^s  "  Seaman's  Se- 
crets," epist  ded.    See  also  Chau- 
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cut  T>L  *.  1900.  ed  Tjt- 

,  and  DMe,  whm  he  qootis  a 

^e  Inm   the  Cotumito   »•- 

*  the  SeijB  S«ge«  of 

rhidi   the   nair  ««r<l 

AaDflF,  3S,  icMhre.  Ur.  Bimta,  ia 
lAB  lAiliiiot  to  Bowd»,  pnintt  onl 
Ibe  (vo  ^wMgi  of  Uiis  «0nl  frvw 
Pkbpate,  t«^  &faKJ*e,  uid  re- 
*~  '   harie  uaed  is  the  UtUT 


t,  jw^nent ; 
•sua  pa»a»e  quottd  t>r  Stercu- 
■Mi  fiMD  au  Edinburgh  liS.  in  ibe 
a<Uiboas  to  Boucher. 

At,  that. 

Ateni,  4,  intMitioa. 

Atreji,  350.  frigtitMted.    Tbii  may 
be  B  mislake  for  "  ■fre)d."    1  fiod 
the  tame  Hord,  hotrerer,  in  The 
Kj  Dg  of  Tara,  60i— 
"  He  stun?  him  up  in  a  breyd. 
In  llis  herte  sore  atrayved." 
Ill  whicl]  place  |[  probably  mean* 
Texed,  angered,  as  in  The  Seveu 
Sages,  I8(i7,  from 


ftbsurdly  explaii 


tbeS 


aiired. 


BOn'd,  fro-m 


Alnin,  Lu  ttto,  atunder. 

AuKrvm,  189,  alpiiisui,  arithmetic. 
Tbis  ta  a  corruptiou  from  llie  Ara- 
bic, and  is  often  found  in  works  on 
arithmetic  afler  the  Boetianiiyslem 
of  coutractiou*  was  supemeded  bj- 
Ihe  eastern  notation,  see  the  curi- 
ous etymologies  of  tliia  word  in  Rara 
Mathematica,  pp.  1,  7'^>  Rnd  94. 

Autecer,88,  ancestor.  It  here  alludes 
to  the  firfl  parent.  This  word  is 
not  yet  obwiele  io  the  North-Weal 
Riding  of  Yorkshire.  See  Hunter's 
Hullamshire  Glossary. 

Aulere,  altar. 

A»antors!y,  peradvenlure,  by  chance. 
"  Awnlerowsly,  forte,  forlasae,  for- 
■an,  forsitan,"  Prompt.  Purv, 

Averte,  88,  a  verier,  tuner  away. 
Avyse,  advice. 

Avyse,    Io   uonaider.      "  Arise   yow 
wele."  i  e.,  look  well  to  yourselvea." 
Avoyd,  131,  move  away, 
Avoutiie,  nrf*- Advowirje. 


Arave,  a  vow.    "'  Avowr,  rotinD,'* 
Prompt.  Parr. 

Awlere,  altar. 

Ay,  errr,  aye,  always. 

Bad.  164.  hM. 

Baft)*.  I  HO. 

Bare.  ItiO,  Kt  at  Uv.    See  Sir  V. 

Haddea's  Gkis.  to  ^'ilUiH  and  Ibt 

Werwolf. 
Batle,    292,    cnstody,     govenmelit 

Cant.  Tale*.  ».  7574. 
Batn,  173.  IT^Kady. 
Bale,  30,  aoiTOir,  niaCTT. 
Baly*,  105.  plural  of  -'bale.'' 
fialn,  aiO,  bale*. 
BalKC,3i3,  a  ridge  of  land  betwen 

tito  burrowex,  Cotgirave.    "  Baike 

of  ■  loode  erjd,  |K>rca,"  Prompt. 

Par*.    See  Boucher's  Glossary,  m 


Bdron,  1S2,  rit/e  bairn. 

Barrany.  bnrreu. 

Bat.  12,  debare. 

Bath,  both. 

Ball?,  296,  stroke.  So  it  may  be  iu- 
terpreled  io  this  place,  but  nee  Ste- 
venson's ailditioiii  to  Boucher,  in 
voc.  bat.  "  Batte-Blaffe,  perticu- 
llic,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Be-dene,2, 4,7,62,  161,  immediately, 

Beetes,  22,  beels.  "  Beiys  herbe, 
beta,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Beffurn,  before. 

Be^^his,  384.  bitches. 

Behest,  promised.  "  1  have  beheste. 
voto  mmcnpavi,"  Honnanni  Vul- 
(•aria,  fol.  3. 

Bebe^les,  promises. 

Be-ljff,  181.  quickly,  instantly. 

B>-lle,  189,  To  here  ibe  belle,  i.  e.,to 
carry  the  prize;  a  proverbial  ex- 
pression, which  occurs  also  in  Chau- 
cer's Troilus  and  Cresseide,  199. 

Belle.  18,  clock. 

Bemys,  beams. 

lleneihe,  145,  begin. 

Benyson,  86,  benediction,  blessing. 

Bent,  subject. 

Bent,  a  bendinj;  or  declivity. 
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Berde^  300,  lady,  damsel.  A  word 
often  applied  to  a  young  female  in 
old  English  poetry.  By  metathesis 
it  is  hrid,  and  hence  the  modern 
term  "  bride."  See  Sir  F.  Madden's 
Glos.  to  Havelok,  in  voc.  Chaucer, 
however,  in  the  Romaunt  of  the 
Rose,  1014,  uses  the  word  "  birde" 
for  '^  bride  "  in  its  present  significa- 
tion. - 

Beirelys,  18,  tombs.  See  the  last 
edition  of  Dngdale's  Monast.  ?i. 
1537>  where  the  first  portion  of  these 
mysteries  has  been  inserted. 

Berynt,  316,  bear. 

Berys,  352,  bears. 

Be-seyn,  249,  appear. 

Best,  b^t 

Be-stad,  77>  329,  placed,  circum- 
stanced. 1  am  not  quite  certain  of 
its  meaning  in  the  first  of  these  in- 
stances, but  the  word  '*  accom- 
plished" will  suit  the  context  Vide 
Boucher's  Glossary  in  voc.,  who  re- 
marks that  '^  no  precise,  constant 
meaning  seems  ever  to  have  been 
attached  to  thb  word."  In  the 
Prompt.  Parv.  is  the  following  valu- 
able notice  of  this  word,  *'  Be- 
stad,  or  withholdyn  yn  wele  or 
wo. 

Besy,  busy. 

Besynes,  business. 

Betake,  72,  deliver,  commit.  See 
Boucher's  Glossary ,  in  voc.  Vide 
be-teche,  which  appears  to  be  ex- 
actly the  same  wonl,  differing  only 
in  the  spelling. 

Bete,  180. 

Bete,  bit. 

Be-teche,  70,  commit,  recommend.  To 
commit  to  the  charge  or  protection 
of  another. 

Betyde,  47,  happen. 

Bett,  better. 

Bewray,  218,  betray. 

Bewt^,  beauty. 

By,  sometimes  used  for  **  in." 

Byche,  bitch.  Byche-clowte,  218, 
baggage.  It  is  not  easy  to  gloss 
this  old  slang. 

Bydvn^,  22,  dwelling. 

Byl3e,  20,  make. 

Bylle,  41,  book. 

Birthene,  burden. 

Bysmare,  140, 21 7>  shameless  person. 


Generally  used  an  an  adjective,  as 
by  Chaucer  in  Canterbury  Tales. 

Byth,  bite. 

Blaberyn,  164, 384,  talk  idly.  «'  Bla- 
beryn  or  speke  withowte  resoun, 
blatero,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Ble,  20,  generally  means  complexion. 
**  Bryth  as  ble,  shonld  probably  be 
*'  bryth  of  ble,"  t.  «.,  bright  of  com- 
plexion. See  Kyng  of  Tars,  1. 868, 
«  Heo  that  was  so  bryht  of  ble." 

Blenke,  blink,  a  wink  of  the  eye  in 
derision. 

Blere,  98,  dim. 

Blyff,  13,  vide  be-lyff. 

Blyn,  338,  cease. 

Blythp,  24, 167,  g*y. 

Blome,  65,  bloom,  blossom. 

Blosme,  blossom. 

Blosme,  to  blossom. 

Bobbyd,  332,  struck. 

Boyst,  356,  box.  Fr. 

Bonden,  bound. 

Bondmen,  husbandmen. 

Bone,  boon,  prayer,  request. 

Bone,  28,  order. 

Boot,  30,  vide  Bote. 

Boot,  29,  bit. 

Borys,  319,  boars. 

Borwe,  borrow. 

Bot,  but. 

Bote,  4,  162,  salvation,  safety,  help. 

Boure,  bower,  chamber. 

Bord,  table,  board. 

Bow,  bnii^h. 

Bowne,  264,  ready. 

Brayde,  231,  start.  "Within  a 
brayde,"  is  a  proverbial  expression 
for  rapidity,  and  occurs  in  Chaucer's 
Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  v.  1336.  See 
also  above  in  the  note  on  the  word 
«<  atreyd." 

Brake,  22,  fern.  '•  Filix,  feme  or  bre- 
kans,"OrtusVocabulorum.  "Brake 
herbe  or  feme,  filix,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Brast,  burst. 

Bredys,  270,  breads. 

Breffanders,  bngandiers. 

Breke,  break. 

Brcnnyng,  burning. 

Brent,  burnt. 

Brere,  355,  briar.  "Bowndyn  in 
brere"  alludes  of  course  to  the  crown 
of  thorns. 

Brethellys,  306,  wretches,  worth! 
people  of  either  sex. 


r 


fiijbwr,  183,  beggv. 
Biydde,  bint 
Bijuaji,  1G2,  tlreuiu. 
Brifvt,  breast. 
Bnmde,  52,  brand. 
Brothel,  217,  tide  brMb^Ti. 
BiisiLe,  15tl,  go. 

But,  Kiihoui.    "  By  "  aiid  "  with" 
are  oflea  lyoonjinoiuwith  tfaiipre- 


But,< 


I,  52,  obedient,  eourteaua. 


C&dace,24l,Cadii. 

CadeDl,  1^,  cadence. 

Caisar,  cide  Kaywr. 

CabbeTe,'242.  dalb  cf  Calabria. 

Calde,  called. 

Cammaka,  163,  akindofcloth.    See 

Spelmanui  Gkusariuro,  pp.  88,  97. 

In  the  titneoT  Ednard  Ul.uiej  made 


Ihecbwch 


(rf  Ibiau 


CBrj-.,218.«irM. 

Carnalle,  IW,  earlhlj. 

Carpynge,  166,  talking,  speed),  nar- 

Casl.  129,  plan. 

Caton,  im,  tlie  Dislicha  Calonis,  a 
book   greatly  read   in   llie  middle 

Ce«sacion,  107,  ceasing. 
Cetecejii,  ciijjen. 

Cbalfare,  266,  barter,  generallj  used 
a  substantive,  meaning  "  mercban- 

Chalyi,  276,  clialice. 

Cbare,  32.^,  359,  frighten,  scare. 

Charle,  139,  churl,  slave,  villuin. 

Chaae,  23,  enchase. 

ChawDiere,  115,  chamber. 

ChaTvlbone,37.cheekbone.  Prompt. 
Pa'rv.  Mandibula.  1. 1>„  maxilla. 

Clieke,  306,  check. 

Cheseljf",   56,  gravel,   sand.     Wick- 
liffe  usea  the  word  "  gravel"  for 
"  sand,"  in  Gen.  xx..     "  Ciiysel 
gravel,"  Prompt.  Parr. 

Cheve,  160,  succeed. 

Cbeverelle,241,  kid  leather,  leather 
made  of  goat's  skin.  "  Cbeverell  le- 
ttier,  cbeverolin,"  Palsgrave,  "Cuir 
ehevreul,"  Colgrave.  "  ClievFrelle 
leddare,"  PrompL  Parv.  Used  by 
Shakespeare,  Twelfth  Niglil,  — ■'  '■' 


■c.  1,  and  frequent);  la  an  allegoft- 

Cberesniu,  242,  prorisioD.  Explain- 
ed in  the  Promptorium  Parvuluttun 
by  the  word  "  prmidentia,"  •-  •> 
itudium. 

Cbevelju,  chieftsin. 

Chyie,  ISO,  choice. 

Clarj  &eth,  103,  lijthteiietb. 

Clencbe,  385,  cling  togetlwr. 

Clep)d,113,callea. 

Cletgje,  193,efudiUoo. 

Clyne,  114,  iodine. 

Cbwdjs403.ckidt. 

Clowte,  98, 139,  knock. 

Clon  te,  218,  a  term  of  reproach,  widt 
Bjche. 

Cvmeryd,  cumbered. 

Comperycion,  comparuon. 

Cooceyte,  70,  cooccption. 

Conseyl,  couosel. 

C^mserve,  70,  preserve. 

Contrye,  couDtry. 

Cordenan,  211,  CordoTan,a  SpaniA 
leather,  so  called  from  Corduba- 
"  His  shoon  of  Cordewane,"  Sire 
Tbopas.  Slices  made  of  this  leatbei 
were  articles  of  luxury. 

Cors,  342,  corpse. 

Cost,  coasl,  region. 

Costyons,  341,  costly. 

Cole,  96,  cot,  collage. 

Countyrfe.  241,  contrive. 

Coverte,  140,  coveriog. 

Covnawnt,  299,  eoveoant. 

Coirdel,  139,  caudle. 

Cow  nee,  313,  couosel. 

CoKlhe,  103,  kind. 

Craflys,  180. 

Creoseyn,  241,  erlm^ou. 

Cresseiys,  270, 283,  cressets-  "  Cru- 
cibulum,  a  lanterne  or  a  cresset," 
MS.  Harl.  1000.  An  open  lamp, 
exhibited  on  a  beacon,  carried  up- 
on a  pole,  or  othemise  suspended. 
"  Falor,  a  cressit  li"ht  (such  as  they 
use  ill  plny-hoii9es)  made  of  ropes 
wreathed,  pitched,  and  put  into 
small  and  open  cages  of  irou" — Cot- 
crave. 

Crofte,  36,  yard. 

Crook,  209,  vide  Kjng  Alysaunder, 
6193. 

Cunnyng,  2,  knowledge. 

Curyng,  covering.  "  Curyne  or  hyk 
lynge,"  Prompt.  Parv.   t'ide  Hylle. 
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Cursyd,  accursed. 
Curteys,  161,  courteous. 
Cu8>  88^  kiss. 

Dalyawnce,  135,  369. 

Damisele,  damsel. 

Dawe,  291, 294,  down. 

Da  we,  298,  dawn. 

Dawucyn,  319,  dance. 

Dede,  dead. 

Defawth,  fault 

Defendyd,  322,  offeuded. 

Delacion,  delay. 

Dele,  part. 

Deliberacion,  130,  coosideration. 
*'  Good  deliberacioD  "  here  means 
'*  kind  consideration." 

Delve,  32,  di^. 

Delvyng,  32,  digging. 

Delyre,  204,  delay. 

Delyte,  delight. 

Dem,  250,  condemn. 

Demyd,  29,  judged,  condemned. 

Dempt,  damned. 

Dene,  den. 

Dentys,  blows,  strokes. 

Dere,  dear. 

Dere,  61,  63,  injure. 

Derrere,  dearer. 

Dette,  due. 

Deve,  166,  deafen. 

Develys,  devils. 

Devyd,  348,  deafened. 

Devys,  device. 

Devoyde,  243,  absent. 

Dew,  due. 

Dy ght,  94,  prepared.  *. 

Dymysellys,  1(X),  damsels. 

Dyng,  31,  strike  down. 

Dyngoe,  164,  worthy. 

Dyntys,  blows,  strokes. 

Diplois,  217.  See  notes, p.  414.  "Ly- 
nynge  of  clothe,  dfeploys-dys, " 
rrompt.  Parv.  **  Siirtout  double," 
GkiU.     Fids  Ducange,  in  voc. 

Dyrthe;  186,  dearth. 

Dyscres,  decrease. 

Dyscryve,  190,  descry. 

Dispite,  2,  contempt. 

Dysprave,  285, 350,  disprove. 

Dysspice,  despise. 

Dysteyn,  61, 215,  disdain. 

Dyswary,383,  doubt. 

Dyth,  18,  prepare,  make  ready. 

Ik),  don.  The  rarious  uses  of  this 
verb  in  English  and  Scotch,  in  an 


auxiliary,  active,  and  passive  sense, 
have  been  pointed  out  by  Tyrwhitt> 
in  his  Essay  on  the  Verai6catioD  of 
Chaucer.  See  also  Sir  Fred.  Mad- 
den's  Glossaries  to  Havelok,  and 
William  and  the  Werwolf. 

Doctrynal,  189,  a  popular  book  of  the 
middle  ages. 

Doyl,  47y  dole,  sorrow. 

Dolfoly,  35,  sorrowfully. 

Dolowre,  grief. 

Dome,  349]»jud^ement 

Domys,  189,  judgments,  opinions. 
<*  Dome,  judicium,"  Prompt  Parv. 

Dompnesse,  dumbness. 

Donjoone,  21,  dungeon. 

Doungenys,  308,  dungeons. 

Douteres,  daughters. 

Dowcet,  24,  dulcet,  sweet. 

Dowe,  dove. 

Dowse,  90,  vide  Dowcet 

Dowte,  5,  10,  fear. 

Dowtere,  daughter. 

Dowty,  163,  mighty. 

Dowtyneji,  161,  mightyness. 

Dreynt,  43,  drowned. 

Drepe,  170,  drop.  1  believe  this  to 
be  the  right  interpretation,  although 
it  may  possibly  be  a  singular  in- 
stance or  the  primitive  meaning  of 
the  verb  "  drepe,"  which  frequently 
occurs  in  early  English  writers, 
meaning  "  to  kill."  If  the  writer 
of  this  passage  means  to  say  that 
the  three  kings  were  drowned  in 
oblivion,  it  would  almost  realize 
Lye's  interpretation  of  the  Saxon 
*'  dresse,"  which  he  explains  by 
"  lethi  causa."  In  Ciedmon  we  read 
'<  on  gemyud-drepend  "  applied  to 
Noah  in  his  drunkenness.  See 
Thorpe's  edition,  p.  94. 

Dresse,  217»  prepare. 

Drewe,  36,  405,  love,  friendship. 

Drowe,  239,  drew. 

Dulfulle,  228,  doleful. 

Dwelle,  3,  dwell,  give  attention.  So 
in  the  Sevyn  Sages,  1, 

"  Lordynges  that  nere  likes  to  dwell, 

Leves  yowr  speche  and  heres  this 
spell." 

Dwere,  doubt. 

Echone,  each  one. 
Edyfy,  252, 256,  edify. 
Efne,  278,  heaven. 


r 


Rfle.  HKaiii. 

Eyd,  325,  lieed. 

Eyen,  ejii,  eyue,  eyes. 

&>lsum,  93,  wholesome,  sound. 

Eyie,  129,  eight. 

Eyted,  S3,  eighth. 

Eyiil,  3SS,  TuiegHr. 

e,  cide^Heo 

Ens 

£[ispyre,  inspire. 
Erbyi,  lierbs. 
Erdon,  '282,  errand. 
Er»t,  105,  else. 
Ertheleche,  eulhly. 
Earthepwave,  331,  ti 
Bveryclie,  every. 
Everychone,  every  oi 
E?y,  heavy. 
Exys,  270,  axe«. 

Fad.  24,  fed. 
Fader,  father . 

Fay.fiiith,  Ituih. 

Fayo,  glad,  joyful. 
Falfage,  "" 


II  (he  MS.  for 


,    The 


F 

V 


"  falsase." 

Fals,  false. 

Failed,  10,  haffled. 

Fame,  139,  defame. 

Famyt,  105,  famished. 

Fare,  162,  go.  This  word  is  very 
moD  ill  early  English. 

Faryu,  89,  fare. 

Faryn,  163,  gone. 

Fawe,  293,  glad,  fi'/e  fayi 
same  form  of  the  word  oc 
KyngofTara.  1058. 

Fttwte,  fault. 

Fawlh,  want. 

Fe,  1B3,  money.     Tyrwhitt  says  that 
this  word  is  sutnetitnea  use^  '"  '■" 
nify  iiilierilable  posaeseioni 
tradistinclion   10   money  ( 
ables.    See  Lydgnte's  M 
ems,  p.  1 17- 

Feble,  feeble. 

Feetly,  I3S,  filly,  properly. 

Fey,  faith. 

Fey  unease,  feebleness. 

Feylhful,  376,  believing. 


Fele,  many,  often. 
Fele,  very. 
Felle,  188,  skin. 
Felle,  Berce. 
Felle,  66.  overcome. 
Fellere,  159,  destroyer. 
Fenaiince,  223,  end. 
Fetid,  fiend. 

Fenne,  IGG,  264,  fen.    '■  F 
bina,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Ferd,  feared. 
Ferde,  Ur.faied. 
Fere,  91,  companion. 
Fere,  fire. 

Fere,  far. 

Ferforibe,  136,  henceforlb. 
Feryug,  fearing. 
Feriy,  17,  wonderful. 
Feate,  feast. 
Felt,  fetch. 
Fygwryth,  figureth. 
Fyft,  112,  filled. 
Fise,  385. 
Fyili,  fight. 
Fytt,  186,  adi 
Sea  Percy's 


i 


Madden'sclos! 


yide  Chaucer's 
"  and  appeiit  fie- 


I,  francs.     Aacieot 


leliqiieii,  Tyrwfaltl's 
.  in  voc.  Bl.,  Sir  F. 
.  to  Sir  Gavrayne,  to 
old  ballad  of  King 

b Jim  pre. 
FU'm,  SSO,  banish. 

Manciples  Tale,  " 

me(h  di  sere  lion." 
Flyih,  flight. 

Florens,  l67,flor 

French  coins. 
Floure,  flower. 
Flowe,  3,  fiowed. 
Foysou,  66,  89,  abundance. 
Folyg,  fools. 
Folwe,  follow. 
Folwyth,  followeth. 
Fomen ,  56,  foes.  ' 

Fon,  12,  foes. 
Fond,  25,  try. 
Fonge,  41,  243.  underukc. 
Fonnyng,  304,  templatian. 
Fonnys,  367,  foolish. 
Food,  149,  aflnpring. 
Fop,  295, fool.  "Foppe,folel,(alueU 

his,stolidus,folhis.''  Prompt,  Par». 
For,  nut  withstanding, 
ForderB,240,fur(lier. 


Fordone,  ruined,  deslroyed. 

For-fare,  47,  perisli. 

Forgelen,  forgot. 

Forlorn,  7,  utterly  lost. 

Former,  159,  creator. 

For-tliDD,  64,  iberefore. 

For-tliy,l20,lbererore,on  tlib  accoiinl. 

Fuulyut;,  3U(>,  wrelcb. 

Frayth,  IS,  affrayech,  caused  fear  to. 

Fre,  3,  S,  ooble. 

Freke,  30,  fellow.    Tliis  word  gene- 

rtlly  o<.'curB  id  a  bad  sense. 
Freliie*.  108,  frailty. 
Fri^iicliep,  fnensbip. 
Fryth,  2Gl,BiiiacI<ued  wood.  See  Sir 

F.  Maddea'igloss.  toSirGawayoe, 

Fry^btlii*.  1G7, 183,  po{weMiont,aidia- 
tioguislied  from  money. 

Ffuvisyoii,  fruition. 
FulfjllW   ■"-  '—  ' 


Gadere,  gather. 
G^me,  133,  gporL 

Gate,  SI,  way. 

GatjB,  346,  ways. 

Geauruut,  16,  giaiit- 

Gebettys,  390,  gibbets. 

Gendyr,  61,  eueencler, 

Gent,  135,  ^diIp. 

Gcrlyt,  181,  children  (of  either  sex). 

Knave  gerlys,  mule  childreu. 
Gerlhe,  186,  girth. 
Gesyne,   160,  parturitioit,  childbirth. 

"  Gefine,  a  lying  in  childbed,  a 

lying  in,"  Colgrave. 
Oeste,  guest. 
Gett,  gottea. 
Gyde,  guide. 
Gyldyn,  golden. 
GyoQe,  44,  trap. 
Gyune,  begin. 
Gynnyng,  begin  uing. 
Gyie,  119,  rashiou. 
Glade,  16B,  Bue. 
Glathe,  17i(  welcome. 
Glete,  165. 
Glevy*.  270,  gUivet,  swords. 

GtORS,  9,  gloM. 

Godya,  34,  goods. 
Gomys,  3H4,  gums. 
Gouge,  345,  little  house. 


Gost,  spirit. 

GovetuRwn!!,  135,  conduct. 

Gowys,  179.  vide  Golkja. 

GraTne,2,  27,  anger. 

Gramercy,  56,  thauks. 

"      'e,  227,  buried. 

Gre,  great. 

Grede,  181,  cry. 

Grees,  82,  85.  steps.     "  Siste  sra- 
dum,  abide ihor  at  grces,"ReIi()uiat 
Aulic|u:e,  vol.  i.  p.  8. 
reff,  grief. 

Gres,  ^ts. 

Gyrlle,  230,  angry. 

Gryn,  ti9, eniei.  "  Gryme,  gryl.and 
hoirable,  Lorridus,"  Prompl.  Fan. 
"  He  bitpd  grymly  or  aiigerly," 
Hormanni  Vulgaria. 

Gryscysine,  189,  an  educational  book 
of  the  time. 

Gryse,  vide  agryse. 

Grytbe,  7,  peace.  Perliapt  it  ought 
to  be  spell  gyrthe,  wnioh  would 
complete  the  rhyme ;  and  vet  it  oc- 
eans similarly  in  the  Townley  Mya- 
leries,  p.  140. 

Groiiyn,  96,  groan. 

Uroundyd,  1,  foundation. 

Griigge,  228,  grumble,  See  "The 
Vcuage  and  Travaile  of  Sir  John 
Mauiidevile, "  ed.  1839,  p.  57- 
"Gtucchyd,  inurmuratus,"  Prompt. 
Parv. 

Grw,  179,  Greek. 

Gun,  11,  begun. 

Ha,  163,  hedge. 

Halle,  303,  all. 

Hals.  342,  neck. 

liaise,  323,  embrace.  From  the  Sajiou 
hals,  t.  e.,  the  ueck,  but  used  gene- 
rally. 

Halwe,61.  halluw,  sanctify. 

Happy*,  182,  fortunes. 

Haras,  147,  a  Mud  of  horses,  "  A 
"  hoiu  of  baras"  merely  means  a 
"  stable."  The  following  defiailiori 
of  this  word  is  given  ia  a  poem  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  MS.  THu. 
Coll.  Cautab.  B.  14.  40  :—••  Haras 
sejth  man  of  coltys." 

Hardauiit.  15,  courageout. 

Harlot,  ai7.  This  word  is  applied  to 
eiliier  sex.  "  Scurra,  a  harlutte," 
He!i<iuisB  AnliquiP,  vol,  i.  p.  7- 
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Harpe,  181. 

Howlott,  179,  owl.      See  H«iii(er'» 

Hurwere,  160,tiarrDWer. 

Hallamshire  Glcwan-,  p,  SS. 

Haatow,  liasl  tbou. 

Howie,  182.  howL 

Hat,  13.  hast, 

Howiyo,  l?9,bool. 

Halede,  bated. 

Uede.  hide. 

I  or  Y,  at  the  beginning  of  a  word. 

Hedvr,  hither. 

represents   the   Saxou    prepoeitiTe 

Hefly,  255,  heavei.ly. 

"  ge,"  and,  when  it  occurs,  is  mart 

Hefne,  heaven. 

put.    See  Sir  F.  Maddeh^  G& 

1       Hejde,  hide. 

Heylygbt.  139,a<letb. 
Heyn.^7,  heaven. 

to  William  and  the  Werwolf. 

l.cralB.342.probabIy  a  mistake  in  Ihe 

Heyn,  179. 
Hele.  benlth. 

mauuscript  for  "  to  crake,"  nbid) 

will  make  belter  sense. 

Helme,  helmet.    ••  Gales,  a  helme. 

I-fownde,  158, 179,  found. 

Keliquite  Aiiliqua;,  ysA.  i.  p.  7. 

l-knotve,  141,  known. 

Helmea.alms. 

lubasset,  77,  embassy. 

Hem,  30,  home. 

Hem,  thetn. 

or  cause,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Indule,  204,  clothed,  indued  (indutus. 

Hende,  6, 174,  fair. 

■           Hendjog,  endbg. 

Lai.) 

■         Header,  89,  more  gentle. 

I'Don,  38S,  enough. 

H         Hens,  hfrnce. 

P         Hent,  12,  94,  taken,  take. 

Inlille,  iuto. 

Herborwe,  H7,  habitation,  lodging. 
Used  by  Chaucer.  :aeeCBtit.Tiiles, 
ed.  Tyrwbitt.glus.in  voc. 

Herdys,  159,  shepherds. 

Here,  their. 

Here,  6,  hear. 

Here,  her. 

Here,  226,  ha:r. 

Hest,  17,  command. 

Hele,  la^i,  hii- 

Hevv,  sorrowful. 

HeTyly,  sad. 

Hevyii,  heaven. 

Hey,  high. 

Hy,  liie. 

Hy,hi-h. 

Hy}er,uigher. 

Hyght,  6,  be  called. 

Hylle,  38,  253,  covt 
Somersetshire  word. 

Hylte,  401,  coureaied. 

Hoberd,  179,  325,  a  satirical  term.  It 
is  used  also  in  the  curious  old  poem 
on  the  Man  in  Ihe  Moot), printed  in 
my  lotroduction  to  Shakespeare's 
Mids.  Night's  Dream,  p.  M. 

Hoi,  284,  whole. 

Hooi,  whole. 
Host,  282. 
Hone,  99,  ought. 
HoHjlh,  97,  ou^hl. 


uceal.     A 


I-prest,  384,  pressed.  Perhaps  this  is 
an  error  in  the  maiiuEcripl  for  "  and 

l-wys,  truly,  certainly.  The  Saxon 
adjective  getvis,  used  adverbially. 
SirFiederick  Madden  "  doubts  whe- 
ther it  was  not  re^rded  as  a  pro- 
noun and  verb  by  the  writers  of^the 
fifteenth  century,"    V.  Gloss,  to  Sir 


at  p.  IIH, 
Mok- 


Jape.jeBl.     Somclimi 

used  in  an  obscene  sense.  "  Mok- 
kyn,  or  JBpyn,ortryfelyn,  ludifico," 
Ptorapt.  Parv. 

Jebel,  gibbet. 

Jeraatrye,  189,  geometry,  A  curious 
document,  wluchafibrdsa  very  good 
illustration  of  geometry  in  England 
at  this  period,  is  printed  in  Rara 
Mathematica.p.  56-71. 

Jenlylle,  gentle,  of  noble  birlb,  rw 
breeding. 

Jurediccjon,  302,  jurisdiction. 

Kage,  162,106,  cage,  stall. 
Kayser,  183,  emperor, 
Keiide,  kind. 
Kendely,  34,  natural. 
Kercbere,  54,  kerchief. 
Kerchy,  318,  kerchief. 


ULOSSARX. 


See  Giabrd'a  Joi 
260. 
e  country. 

^Ihe,  180,  make  koown. 

KDitd,  384,  knife. 

Knaggyd.  384,  hanged. 
I    Knave,  151,  «rfant. 
I    Xarleiide,  74,  kneeling. 
I   Xnyt,  19,  joined. 

Kn}'le«,  kuiehts. 
.    SDop,  245,  knob. 
I   Know,  169,  acknowled^. 
I   KoowtaKc,  123,  uckoowtedge. 
,   Kold,  \6&.  Blain. 

Kok.rock. 


Ldcchc,  29,  calch,  Uke. 

Uy,  161,  law. 

Lake,  387,  den. 

Langage,  language-     Hence,  10,  i\t- 


Lappyd,  125,  nere  enfolded. 

pyn  or  wliRppyii  in  clolbys,  invni- 
vo;  lappvti  ax  buwiidys.  Inmbo," 
Prom  pi.  Farv. 

Ub,  20,  lace. 

Lave,  98,  washed. 

Leche,  pLysician. 

Ledyi,  1S3,  people. 

Lef,  leave. 
~  "Uff,  707,  well. 

Uyfere,  32!,  leiaurely. 

'^ende,  109,  Urry.     See  Sir  F.  Mad- 
den's  Glo».  to  Sir  Gawayne,  in  voc. 

trayalle,  lineal. 

>nl,  190,  given. 

_    rnyst,  103,  leaehest. 
■  lies,  falsehood. 
Leiyng,  lying, 
Leue,  223,  ie  leaiened. 
Lest,  333,  lisl.  desire. 
Leityglit,  lu»iell). 
*,ie>tyne,  lasting. 
>te,  25.  [me. 
Wl,  121,  309.  hinder. 


Leltyng,  5, 33,  hindrance. 

Leve,31,  dear. 

Levyn,  156,  sky. 

Levyng,  living. 

Lpvyr,  120,  ratlwr. 

Levyx,  leaves. 

Lyberary,  88,  bible. 

Lycoryt,  22,  UquoriM. ' 

Lvff,  life. 

Lyme,  170,  limb. 

Lymyd,  63,  ensnared,  call^hI  aa  with 
bird-lime.  Chaucer,  Cant.  Talei, 
6516,  uae»  the  word  in  the  aame 
manner. 

Lympe,  lump. 

Lynnge,  lineage. 

Lyne,  lie. 

Lynyacion,  189,  meaaurine. 

Li»te,  154,  listen.  '^ 

Lyste,  171.  pleasure. 

Lyihe,  166,  lies. 

LoSlyertF,  161,  more  lovely. 

Lofsumere,  161, mare  wortUj. 

Log°e,  29,  lodge. 

liogyd,  11,  lodged. 

Lokjn,  19, 29,  &c.,  looked. 

liombe,  lamb. 

Longe,  belong. 

Lore,  37,  doctrine. 


t  late  as  the  year  1627  iu  the  old 
pluy  of  A|iallo  Sbrovlug,  p.  80,  and 
once  in  Shakespeare, Winter's  Tale, 
act  ii.  sc.  a 

Loth,  loath. 

Lotbfolest,  75,  most  loatlisome. 

Loveday,  111.  A  day  iippointed  for 
the  amicable  arraugeruent  of  dif- 
ferences. See  Tyrwhilt's  Note«  to 
Chaucer,  V.  2Q0.  "  Lovedny,  dies 
seouestra,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Lovely,  1,  good  people.  The  latter 
word  is  understood. 

Lovelycit,  183,  most  dear,  preciotis. 

Loveiu,  lord. 

Lowh,  24,  smiles. 


Lowlh,  137,  166,  obey,  wonhip. 

LuUyd,  182,  lolled. 

Lullvnge,  183,  lolling. 

Irtirdeyu,  45,  clown.     Generally  used 

as  nil  expresiiou  of  eoutempi,  as  at 

p.  184. 
Lusty,  74,  pleasant. 


I 


I 
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U«ciiiaeioD,  138,  spot,  ttain,  Lat. 
Hahownde,  Muliomet.  t'idg Dav^nge, 

Uaj'D,  might,  siren  Rib. 
Mayatryn,  Sll.sLiU. 
Make,  mate,  compao  ion- 
Male*,  106,  eiils. 
Manace,  41,  daager. 
Manas,  21,  fide  manace. 
MBDKlawlh,  312,  manslaughter. 
Maryn,  99,  marry. 
Marryn,  163,  hurt. 
Mawu^re.  messenger. 

Malere,'  383.  womb. 
Han-ndd,  11,  259,  Maunday. 
May,  mail). 

Mede,  55,  352,  merit,  reward. 
Medys,  183,  rewards,  merils. 
Medjl-erlb,  30,  world. 


243,  r 


Mekyl,  niiioh. 

Melle,  21,  mix,  join. 

U^Qde,  mind. 

Heudys,  240,  remembrances. 

Meiiy,  2/0,  cdouibhv,  fuUowers. 
"  Meny  of  howsliolii*',  familia,  " 
Prompt.  Parv.  Tills  word,  says  Sir 
F.  Madden,  is  to  be  found  in  every 
Euglisli  wiiler  from  the  time  of 
Layanjou  to  Shakespeare. 

Henybt,  meanelh. 

Mere,  171,  355,  place,  boundary. 
"  Meer-marte  belwene  ij.  londya, 
meta,"  Prompt.  Parv. 

Merthis,  mirths. 

Merveylyd,  maivelted, 

Mele,  101,  measure. 

Melhc,  1.^7,  moulh. 

Myre,  1G9,  myrrli. 

Myrkeiies,  230.  darkness.  "  Myrke- 
Desse,  or  derkcnesse.  teoebrositae," 
Prompt.  Parv, 

Myschevyd,  107.  wicked- 

Mys>.e,  43,  wronfi. 

Myth,  mi^ht. 

Mokador,  190,  a  bib.  "  Baverette,  a 
bib,  mocket,or  mocketer,  to  put  be- 
fore the  bosoine  of  a  (slavering) 
child,"  Culgrave. 

Mulde,  earth. 

Moue.  moon, 

Mooie,  4,  contention. 

Motny,  104,  mourning. 

Mumyng,  mourning. 


Mot-halle,   298,    court,    Judgen 

hall.    "  Moote  halle.  j      '     '" 

Prompt.  Parv. 
Mowe,  325,  moull 

Mullynge,  160, pretty  boy.  Tmm 

Muiie,  38i,  uew  wine.    See  WtdP  ■ 

lifTe,  Acli  ii.  13,  up.  Col1i«T's  IEjL 

Dram.  Poet.  voL  ii.  p.  221. 

Nale,  61,  ale-hou»e.  See  Tymhilt'i 
Gloss,  to  CaoL  Tales,  in  vuc.  Thi* 
author  supposes  "  at  the  nale,"  in 
the  fen  passages  in  which  it  n 
found,  to  be  a  corruption  which  hu 
ari^co  from  the  mi«proouDciatiaa 
and  consequent  miswritiug  of  atte 
nale  for  alteo  ale. 

Neirrcmauncye,  189,  necromancy. 
This  does  Dot  exactly  imply  tlie 
modem  term.  "  He  is  a!l  sette  to 
nygrymancy  and  conjuryuge.  addle- 
tui  est  matfaeaatice,  Hoimauai 
Vulgaria. 

Neyha.nd,172.appfiiacli,  nigh  at  baud. 

Nempe,53.name. 

Neache,  32,  tender. 

Nevene,  173,  name. 

Ny,  nigh. 

Nome,  96,  taken. 

Norche,  208,  nourish. 

Nurcbych,  nourisheth. 

Notb,  [lought. 

Nowthly,  uaughty. 

Num.  158,  took.     See  Nome. 

O,  one. 

Oblocucyon,  70,  iaterruption,  Lat. 

Ovu,  14.ejes. 

Oljff,  196,  in  life,  alive. 

On,  in,  as  "  on  sondyr,"  45,  and  other 
places. 

Onbokylle,200,  unbuckle. 

Onelhys,  147,  &c.,  scarcely,  with  dif- 
ficulty. 

Onhangyd,  305,  unhanged. 

Oa\,  103,  honey. 

Onys,  once. 

Onyth,  242,  in  night,  at  night  time. 


)re,  78,  mercy,  grace,  favour.  "Tbyn 
ore,"  a  common  expression,  gionifj- 
ing  "with  ihy  favonr."     SeeCbsu' 
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ccr's  Canterbury  Tales,  ed.  Tyr- 

whitt,  V.  3724,  and  notes. 
Ortografyp,  189,  ortho^praphy. 
Ostage,  147,  hostage,  lodging. 
Over,  385,  too. 
Overest,  307,  uppermost. 
0?er-throwyht,  74,  overthrows. 
Ovyr-lede,  262,  over-reach,  overbear. 

'*  EX)  not  the  people  oppresse,  nor 

overlede,"  Lycfgate's  translation  of 

Boccace,  v.  104. 
Ovyrsen,  oversee. 
Ovyth,  52,  behoveth. 
Owe,  28,  own. 
Owyn,  own. 

Owtrage,  62,  outrageous. 
Oyn,  eyn,  eyes. 

Pace,  14, 120,  pass. 

Pad,  164,  toad. 

Padde,  185,  vide  pad. 

Paddok,  164,  a  large  toad.  A  distinc- 
tion is  here  drawn  between  the 
"  paddok  "  and  the  "  pad,"  the 
meaning  of  which  is  obvious.  **  Va- 
na,  paddoke,"  Reliquie  Antiquse, 
vol.  1.  p.  8. 

Papliawkes,  179,  parrots.  1  give  this 
interpretation  on  the  conjecture  of 
a  gentleman  well  skilled  in  the  lan- 
guage, but  I  cannot  find  any  autho- 
rity for  it. 

Parayl,  246, 269,  apparel. 

Par-de,  122,  by  God !  verily.  A  com- 
mon French  oath. 

Paramowre,  love.  See  Reliquiae  An- 
tiquse,  vol.  i.  p.  27. 

Parfyte,  115,  perfect. 

Parochoners,  71>  parishioners. 

Partabvl,  275,  partaker. 

Pay,  49,  pleasure. 

Pawsacion,  89,  pause. 

Peyr,  pair. 

Peys,  236,  weight. 

Pelle,  167,  fur.  "  Wurth  pelle  "  is  a 
tautology. 

Pellys,  246,  furs.  The  notice  in  this 
place  of  "  pellys  after  the  old  gyse" 
IS  curious. 

Perchyn,  238,  pierce. 

Perdure,  254,  endure. 

Pere,  eaual. 

Pere,  lol,  appear. 

Pertly,  1,  openly,  promptly. 

Pet6,  pity. 

Pete,  !29, 165,  query  to  pitch  or  throw. 


Peusawns,  261,  power. 

PhasmacioD,  191,  formation. 

Pyan,  22,  "  Pyony  herbe,  pionia,'* 
Prompt  Parv.  "  Pionia,  penton^- 
binam,  pioyo^,"  MS.  Sloan.  2478, 
fol  210. 

Pychyn,  179,  pick. 

Pygth,  vide  Pyth. 

Pylle,  297,  rob.  '*P^11,  or  make 
bare,"  Palsgrave. 

Pillid,  384,  bald.  So  Chaucer,  Can- 
terbury Tales,  V.  3933,  says 

*'  As  pilled  as  an  ape  was  his  skull." 

Pyne,  151,  paiu. 

Pynne,  28,  pine. 

Pyth,  2,  6,  pight,  arrayed,  fixed. 

Pleand,  70,  playing. 

Pleyn,  14,  pfaymg. 

Pleyn  place,  14,  pla}ing  place,  the- 
atre. "  Pleyyng  place,  diludium," 
Prompt.  Parv. 

Pleyn,  plain. 

Plesawns,  pleasing. 

Plesynge,  73,  pleasure. 

Plete,  185,  plead. 

Plyth,  2,  plight,  pledge. 

Popetys,  179,  puppets. 

Portature,  34,  likeness. 

Possede,  56,  possess. 

Pouste,  power. 

Prate,  talk. 

Pray,  216,  prey. 

Prendyd,  185,  pricked. 

Prent,  18,  60,  imprint. 

Prese,  1,  crowd,  throng. 

Presonde,  312,  confined. 

Prest,  13,  ready. 

Pretende,  82,  put  forward. 

Preyn,  320,  pray. 

Prcvyn,  179,  prove. 

Pryk,  sting. 

Pryospal,  377>  principal. 

Pnse,  41,  price,  value. 

Promyssyon,  promise. 

Prophete,  261,  profit. 

Prow,  119, 333,  profit 

Prune,  164,  cut. 

Punchyth,  75,  punish. 

Purpure,  purple. 

Purveyd,  123,  provided. 

Qwalle,  67,  whale. 

Qwarte,  qwerte,  202, 225,  372,  good 

spirits,  joy.    Sometimes,  as  at  p. 

372,  used  as  an  adjective 
Qwed,  15,  wicked. 
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Qwedyr,  122,  sliirer. 
Qweke,  quake. 
Qwelle,  13,  dectroy. 
Qnelp,  51,  wbelp. 
Q«en,  80,  q..een. 
Qvieme,  lOd,  pleaM. 
Qwerte,  aide  Qwarle. 
Qwethe,  bequenlb. 
Qwyght,  44,  reward,  pay  off. 
Qwyl,  nbile. 
Qwyppa,  315,  whips. 
Qvyle,  22,  while. 
Qwyle,  18,  requite. 

Race,  138,  break. 

Hsflyi,  180,  rafl!. 

Rake,  183,  rack  (?)  This  word  is  bere 
drageed  in  to  preserte  the  allitera.- 
tioD,  a  practice  very  cummon  villi 
the  writer  of  tbeiie  mysteries. 

RakyI,  24,  rash. 

RakyDKe,  180,  Tiolent.  "  Baaca,  rn- 
kny,    Ortui  Vocahulorum. 

Rape,  179.  231,  haste. 

Heart,  124.  rest. 

Rebate,  7B,  Hbntp. 

Rebawdys.  183,  ribalds. 

Recke,  182,  care.  I  ne  TPcke,  i.  c, 
I  don't  care. 

Reclyne,  141,  relurn. 

Recorde,  witness. 

Recure,  fl.3,  recover,  obtain. 


Rede, 


sel. 


Redrure,  254. 

RegDe,16l,kiDgdoiii. 

ReynBii$;e,  reiening. 

Revnes,241,273. 

Kelevcs,  89,  remnants. 

Rem,  15C,  realm. 

Rennyn,  IG,  ran. 

Renogat,  384,  renegade. 

Repreff,  reproof. 

Resche,  170,rnih. 

Restytli,  remain  el  h. 

Reve,  175,  bereave. 

Revyfe,  revive. 

Re  we,  ll,row- 

Rewly,  8,  rueful. 

Rewlyd,  ruled. 

Hyal,  161,  royai. 

Rvalle.  161,  royalty. 

Ryff,4,6.7,  I3..peedily.  fWelhre, 
and  Sir  F.  Madden's  glosa.  to  Wil- 
liam and  the  Werwolf,  in  voc. 

Rynggyng,  308,  Doiay. 


Rys,22,  twig,  bough-  See  Lj-d«le'» 
MuioT  Poem«,  pp.  105,  2C9. 

Ryte,  right. 

Ryth,  rigUt. 

Rythful,  13,  riKbteuus. 

Roberych,  277,  rnbric.  Th»  of  eoane 
refers  lo  the  directions  given  inune- 


Roscbe,  32,  nub. 
Rote,  root. 
nought,  183,roiiL 

Rowel,  179,  point  of  a  »pur,  "  Rowel 
ofaepere.stimuhis,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Bowncys,  180,  steeds. 
Bowte,'40,  aaHmbly. 
Bowth,  177.  suffer. 
Ruly,  14, 67,  vide  Rewly. 
Rustynes,  47,  lung  coatiiiiuuie& 

Sadelya,  353,  saddles. 
Sadly,  145,  gra.vely. 

Say,  356,  saw. 

Saylle,  45,  assail. 

Same,  22,  together. 

Savyn   save, 

iiiwe,  301,352,  speech,  discourse.   It 

is  employed  bv  more  recent  writers 

in  the  sense  of  a  proverb. 
Sawys,  88,  siRbls. 
Saw  (ere.  Psalter. 
Suhadu,  shadow. 
Schafflys,  180,  abaft*. 
Schape,  141,  escape. 
Schapman,  268,  merchant. 
Scliarlys,  181,  ride  Cherlys. 
Scharpe, sharp, 
Scheie  how  thy »,  180,  wonders. 
Schep,  148. 
Schep,  sheep. 
Schet,  shut. 
Schon,  59,  shoes. 
SchoQde,342,  destruction,  ruin, 
Schryve,  86,  confess. 
Schrowde,  28,  shroud. 
Selawndryd,  slandered. 
Sole,  52,  slay. 
Sclepyr,  100,  slippery. 
Scleppe,  sleep. 
Selow,  slew. 
Scowie,  136,  217,  218,  219,  scout.  A 

term  of  reproach  and  contempt. 
Se,  20,  throne. 
Se,  3,  67,  sea. 


Sefae,MTeD. 
SefDt,  settenth. 

Seyd.  said. 

Seyd,  133,  seed. 

Sekyrly,  leciirely. 

Sel,  284,  295,  time.     "Seel,  lyme, 

tenipuB,"  Prompt.  Pary. 
Semely,  comelj. 
Semlunl,  163,  similar. 
Sene,  4,  nee. 
SenEterc,  3B6,  BEmpatrr. 
Seoues,  319,  »newB. 
Serge,  S92,  learcb. 
Seryaltly,  273,  aepiirateiy,  one  by  one, 

Serteyn,  certain. 
Sertys,  91,  Sec,  certainly. 
Ses,  ceue. 
Seaare,  Cxsar. 
Se»e,  1,  neetb. 
SesyH,  121,  received. 
Sett,  242,  abiile. 
Sew,  IS,  244,  rollow. 
Sewyng,  follbning. 

Sewte,  193,  luit. 
Shende,  19,  38,  &c., 
Sbentbipp,  50,  104. 
Sbeat,  26,  ruined. 
Shert,  310,  sbift. 
Shynand,  177,  shining. 
Shyrlyng,  180. 
Shylt,  &K. 
Sho,  2S,  shoe. 
Short,  234,  tborten. 
Sbray.  180. 
Shrewe,  206,eurse. 
Shretiyd,  309,  cursed. 
Sybb,  54,  relation. 
%bbeit,  226,  nearest  in  relationibip 
~^eng,  wgbiDg. 

^niture,  3B7,  aignifieation. 

|nidoDy,336,cloih. 

rafoleBt,  75,  most  sinrul. 
%  13,  233.atines. 

_  le,  sight. 

e!249,»ayetb. 

Se,  209.  seemly,  becaming. 
i,  skaffold. 


I,  destroy. 


Sle.  ride  scle, 

Sley  tys,      211,      sleights,      deceits. 

"  I)ieythe,  aslueia,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Smertly,  51,  quickly. 
Smygbt,  smite. 
Smylb,  269,  deliver.     "  Smylh  up  " 

would  here  be  equivalent  to  "  pay 

up." 
Smytybi,  SI ,  smileth,  piercelh. 
Sup|le,  121,  quickly,  Huddeoly. 
Socowre,  sticcoiir. 
Socurraunce,  220,  saWalion. 
Surerauns,  sulTcrBuee. 
Sokyn, 28, sucked. 
Sul8.a,87,  aolace. 
Somovrne,  summon. 
Suud,  95,  messenger. 
Sonde,  32,  G2,  providence. 
Soude,  42,  land,  t.  e.,  earth. 
Sondys,  170,  metiBengeft. 

Sone, son. 

SornatoriH,  333,  place  or  aurrow. 

Sorwe,  sorrow. 

Soserye,  304,  aorcery. 

Bute,  sweet. 

So  I he, truth. 

Sotylly,  270,  slily- 

Solylte,  aubtilly. 

Salyt,  subtl«. 

Sotlys,  163,  fools. 

SoutD,  sought. 

Sowe,  269,  saw. 

Sowyht,  74,  sowedi. 

Sownd,  sound. 

Spedful,  93,  expeditious. 

Sperd,  66,  309,  bolted. 

Spylle,  13,  destroy. 

Sprad,  spread. 

Spryll,  68,  spirit. 

Slatkly,124,stoutly. 

SUTVs,  271,  staves.     The  oldfonn  is 

still  retained  in  tbe  Eoglish  version 

of  the  gospels. 
Sled,  27,  moment. 

);,  361,  rise  up. 
yn,  179,  steal.  Stelyo  awey,  i.  e. 
""  go  away  privily,"  as  m  out  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible. 
Slcraele,  109,  right    A  poem  in  tbe 
Appendix  to   Waller  Mapos.   ed. 
Wnghl,  p.  297,  says  of  women, 
"  They  hem  lejoise  lo  »ee  and  to  be 

And  toaeke  sondry  pilgremuges; 


Stelyn 
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At  grale  gaderynges  to  milken  upon 
the  plaj'iie. 
Ami  at  staraclei  to  sitte  ou  high 


Stevene,  noise.    A  lime  of  perrormiu^ 
an;  action,  previously  Rxed  by  mes- 
lage,   order,    or    summans.      See 
Tyrwhill'B  Chancer. 
■  Stye,  17>  mount. 

Siyed,  16,  mounted. 

Styk,  stick. 

Sty  ward,  8,  steward. 

iitomele,  alumble, 

Stondyngp,  190,  DolwithstandiDg. 

Stotte,  217,  slop. 

Stovr,  217,  stop, 

Stownde,  U,  36,  time. 

Sudnry,  356,  napkin.  "  The  sudarie 
that  was  on  Ins  beed  not  leid  with 
the  shetis,  but  by  itself  wrappid 
into  B  place,"  Joh.  cap.  xx.  Wick- 
lifie'i  IranHlalion. 

Suerd,  snord. 

Sumdelp,  149,  somewhat. 

Supportacion,  130,  support 

Siistentacioii,  87,  support. 

Suture,  201,  suitor. 

Swap,  8,  blow, 

SwBppyngp,  182,  striking. 

Swem,  72,  sorrow. 

Swetnful,  72,  sorrowful. 

Sweroynge,  81,  j 

Swetyng,  160,  " 

Swiche,  nuch. 

Swynk,  30,  36,  labour, 

Swythe,  43,  immediately. 

Swonge,32l,8Woou. 

SwoDi,  SHeal, 

Swowne,  14,  swoon, 

Tabbard,  244,  coal,    "  Tabbard,  coi- 

lobium,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Take,  22,  give, 
Tnlkyn,  69,  converMtioa. 
Tan,  taken. 
Tasi,  152,  try,  feel. 
Tee,  33,  go,  draw  towards.  Sax. 
Tekyl,  134. 
Teyl,  30,  reckon. 
Tene,  7,  9, 18,  injury. 
Tent,  93,  heed, 
Teryeng,  80,  tarrying. 
Testy (icBcion,  G9,  testimony. 
Tharalie,  209,  thrall,  slave. 
Tlie,  thrive.     The  phrase  "  so  mot  ! 


the,  "meaning  "  so  mav  I  thrirp," 

an  expression  of  coniidencp,  ii  of 

very  frequent  occurrence. 
The,  152,  that. 
Thedom,  139,  prosperity.    So  alio  k 

the  Sevyn  Sages,  fi87,  "  Th«  hit 

mai  hnvenothedoDi."   Seemynule 

on  this  line,  p.  416. 
Therkenesse,  darkneas. 
Therlys,  181. 
Thyrknes,  darkness. 
Thyriyd.  287,  pierced. 
Thyrlyng,  17,  piercing. 
Tho,  those. 
Tholyd,  183,  suffered. 
Thore,  there. 
Thorw,  through. 
Thralle,  3G1,  space  of   time.      U«ed 

generally  as  "  thrawe." 
Thrawe,  247,  tbrusL 
Threste,  190,  thirst. 
Thretty,  thirty. 
Throwys,  throes. 
Thrust,  325,  thirst. 
Tyde,  I,  60,  201,  lime. 
Tjl,  to. 
Tylle,  to, 
Tyth,  18,  quickly. 
Tylbyngen,  3,  tithes. 
To,  too. 

To-breke,  157, break  to  pieces. 
Tolle,  180,  loll. 
To-pynde,  32,  179,  pined  away,  lor- 

menled  to  death. 
Tormentry,  195,  tormenting. 
To-lorn,  30,  torn  to  pieces. 
To-tuiidyr,  45. 
Towaly,  277,  towel  (bis). 
Trace,  EG,  trace. 
Tray,  .^45,  betray. 
Trayn,  350.  artifice. 
Trey,  7,  18,  trouble. 
Trepett,  186,  stroke.     "  Trypet,  tri- 

pulB,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Trelable,  214,  tractable. 
Tretowre,  241,  traitor. 
Trone,  throne. 
Trowyste,  385,  thiiikeat. 
Turtelys,  72,  turtle  doves. 
Tway,  373,  two. 
Tweyu,  two. 

Tweyners,  i25,geii.pl.of  tweyn,q.  r. 
Twjnne,  208,  twayne. 

Uncle,  272,  p.ateu. 

Undyrlyng,  30,  servant,  dependant. 
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Uiihede,  27,  195,  unfuld^  bring  to 
light. 

Unkende,  8,  27,  unnatural. 

Unkuowlage,  121,  ignorance. 

Unqwyt,  308,  unrequited,  unre- 
venged. 

Unteresf,  176,  uttermost. 

Unthende,  36, 

Upryth,  293,  straight.  This  word 
does  nut  here  imply  a  perpendicular 
position,  it  being  applied  indiffe- 
rentlv  to  persons  lying  as  well  as 
standing.  See  Tyr'whiti's  glos.  to 
Chaucer.  *'  Yf  thou  be  wyse,  slepe 
nat  bolte  upright,"  Horraanui  Vul- 
gar ia,  fol.  39. 

Vath,  321,  a  word  of  exclamation. 
Veyu,  vain. 
Velony,  villany. 
Vengt'able,  revengeful. 
Veraraent,  truly. 
Verray,  true. 
Vervent,  fervent. 
Vervently,  fervently. 
Vesytation,  vii<itation. 
Vest,  114,  covered. 
Voydnes,  127,  emptiness. 
Vowchesaff,  vouchsafe. 

Wace,  284,  was. 

Wayle,  257,  bewail. 

Wayten,  340,  watch. 

Walkyii,  21,  sky.  This  word  is  used 
by  Shakespeare  and  a  few  later 
writers. 

Wantruste,  225,  want  of  confidence. 

War,  5,  aware. 

Ware,  197,  work,  business. 

Warly,  334,  slilv.  "  VVarely  or  sly- 
ly," Prompt.  t*arv. 

Wast,  31,  wasted. 

Watt,  294,  fellow. 

Wawys,  waves. 

Weche,  which. 

Weche,  338,  watch. 

Wede,  28,  clothing. 

Wele,  24,  vkealth. 

Weleaway.  Probably  the  burden  of 
an  old  song  :  see  The  Geste  of  K}  ng 
Horn,  1499, 

"  He  made  Rymenild  a  lay. 
Ant  hueseide  Weylaway." 

Welsom,  31,  sorrowful. 

^'Vem,  5,  blot,  blemish. 

Wen,  weue,  5,  doubt. 


Wenche,  a    young    woman.      It    is 

sometimes  used  in  an  opprobrious 

sense. 
Weude,  go. 
Wene,  1,  ween,  think. 
Wenyth,  thinketh. 
Wert  he,  work. 
Werd,  world. 
Werdiy,  worldly. 
Were,  147,  weary. 
Werme,  worm. 
WetP,  know. 
Wethys,  ways. 
VVeylle,  well. 
Whanhope,  13,  despair. 
Whele,  wheel. 
Why,  46,  cause. 
Whight,  vide  wight. 
Whylyj*,  wiles, 
Whyll,  whilst. 
Whylsum,  203,  doubtful.  "  Wylsome 

or  dowtefull**,"  Prompt.  Parv. 
Whyt,  298,  quick.     '*As   whyt   as 

thought,"  a  pruverb  commou  at  the 

the  present  day. 
Whoys,  whose. 
VVhonde,  123. 
Whoo,  woe. 
Wight,  person. 
Wyghtly,  161. 
W\k,  wicked. 
Wylys,  wiles. 
Wynde,  50. 
Wyst,  known. 
With-setf,  212,  withstand. 
Wytys,  creatures. 
Woke,  4. 

Wolde,  16,  dominion. 
Wone,  dwelling. 
Wood,  3,  wide- 
Wood,  mad. 
Wost,  k  no  west. 
Wouudyn,  wound. 
Woundyr,  214,  wonderful. 
Wrake,  94,  137, 200,  mischief. 
Wrecche,  wretch. 
Wreke,  163,  181,  revenged. 
Wrokyn,  29,  avenged. 
Wrowth,  wrought. 
Wundyrfoille,  wonderful. 
Wurchepyd,  worshipped. 
Wurchepp,  218,  gooa  reputation. 
Wurdys,  words. 

Xad,  275,  shed.    See  uote«,  p.  416. 
Xal,  shall. 

F  P 


Xulde,  slwultl. 

I  jemanry,  I.  yeomanry.  See  Tvr 
whin's  iinte  ou  v.  101  »r  the  Can 
lertiury  'I'ales,  Tor  au  accouul  u 
Uiu  dm  ill  petwu*. 


jilt,  yet. 
joDge,  yuiilli. 
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PREFACE. 


The  contents  of  the  present  volume  are  so  very 
miscellaneous,  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to 
give  a  satisfactory  analysis  of  them  within  the  limits 
of  a  few  pages.  Perhaps  it  may  be  sufficient  to  state 
that  the  Editor  has  endeavoured  to  form  such  a  collec- 
tion of  early  letters  on  scientific  subjects  as  would  be 
likely  to  assist  any  future  author  of  a  critical  history 
of  English  science,  and  that  from  the  very  limited 
number  of  such  letters  which  now  remain  he  has  at- 
tempted  a  selection  which  he  thinks  will  be  consi- 
dered a  valuable  addition  to  the  few  materials  of  this 
class  already  published.  The  libraries  of  the  British 
Museum,  Sion  College,  Lambeth,  and  Oxford  have 
been  found  to  contain  documents  suitable  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  reader  will  find  that  the  following 
volume  includes  letters  from  all  these  depositaries. 

To  the  cursory  reader  any  illustration  of  the  pro- 
gress of  science  in  this  country  during  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  will  be  a  novelty ;  and  even  those  who  have 
paid  more  particular  attention  to  the  subject  will,  we 
think,  be  surprised  to  find  scientific  correspondence 


of  so  early  a  date  still  preserved.  Thanks  to  the 
"venerable  Lord  Burgbley,  a  few  fra^ents  are  still 
preserved,  which,  though  often  individually  of  do 
great  importance,  are  very  curious  illustrations  of 
the  state  of  English  science  at  that  period.  For 
instance,  the  letter  of  Emery  Molineux  to  Lord 
Burghiey,  printed  at  p.  37,  is  in  itself  of  Uttle  in- 
terest or  value  ;  but  when  joined  with  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  only  known  memorial  respecting  one  who 
was  distinguished  as  the  first  mathematical  inslni- 
ment-maker*  of  his  day,  it  becomes  a  document  at 
once  curious  and  valuable,  and  well  worthy  of  pre- 
servation in  an  available  form. 

Before  the  publication  of  a  very  able  and  interest- 
ing paper  on  the  early  English  mathematical  and 
astronomical  writers  in  the  Companion  to  the  British 
Almanac  for  1837,  written  by  Professor  De  Morgan, 
nothing  had  been  attempted  towards  even  a  connected 
sketch  of  the  scientific  labours  of  our  countrymen 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  century.  "  Far 
from  having,"  says  Professor  De  Morgan,  "  such  a 
work  as  those  of  Montucla  or  Delambre  in  our  lan- 
guage, we  have  not  even  a  chronological  compendium 
like  that  of  Weidler,Heilbronner,  or  Gerard  Vossius." 
But  necessarily  imperfect  in  its  details  as  Prof,  de  Mor- 
gan's sketch  is,  yet  it  may  fairly  rank  with  its  conti- 
nental companions,  and  gives,  we  may  safely  say,  a 

*  DavU,  in  the  Seamiin's  Secrets,  4to.  Lond.  1594.  beetow*  the 
like  praise  upon  bim.  According  to  Maunael's  Catalogue  he  was 
the  author  of  a  treatise  on  the  use  of  the  globes,  but  1  have  oever 
been  fortunnte  enough  to  meet  with  a  copy. 
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correct  and  impartial  account  of  almost  every  work 
that  holds  any  importance  either  among  the  discove- 
ries or  mere  elementary  assistances  of  science.  If  we 
add  to  this,  three  articles  in  the  Magazine  of  Popular 
Science,  by  the  Editor  of  this  volume,  we  shall  have 
enumerated,  we  believe,  every  published  contribution 
to  the  subject.  It  may,  however,  be  mentioned,  that 
Mr.  Hunter  discovered  that  John  Field  and  John 
Dee  adopted  the  Copemican  system  as  early  as  1 556 ; 
and  Professor  De  Morgan  has  shown  that  Robert 
Recorde  was  a  convert  to  the  heliocentric  theory  at 
nearly  the  same  period.  But  these  discoveries  seem 
to  have  attracted  little  attention  from  scientific  men, 
either  on  account  of  that  lamentable  apathy  towards 
matters  of  history  which  is  too  frequently  character- 
istic of  the  lover  of  demonstration,  or  perhaps,  let  us 
hope,  from  a  want  of  some  general  channel  of  com- 
munication, such  as  the  Historical  Society  of  Science 
now  afibrds. 

The  letters  of  Sir  Charles  Cavendish,  which  are, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  now  published  for  the 
first  time,  will,  we  think,  enable  the  reader  to  form  a 
tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  study 
of  analytical  science  was  then  carried  in  England.  K 
we  give  a  glance  at  the  state  of  this  branch  of  science 
a  short  time  anterior  to  that  period,  we  shall  be  rather 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  number  and  success  of  its 
English  cultivators,  who  seem  to  have  arisen  on  a 
sudden  and  at  the  same  time  with  efforts  sufficient  to 
produce  works  equalling,  if  not  surpassing,  those  of 
their  continental  neighbours. 


Robert  Recorde  may  be  considered  as  the  founder  of 
aoalytical  science  in  England.  The  author  of  the 
first  English  work  on  algebra  (1557)  has  not,  how- 
ever, as  might  have  been  expected,  produced  a  mere 
elementary  compilation,  but  a  work  that  ranks,  for 
originality  and  depth,  with  tlie  ablest  foreign  contem- 
porary productions  on  the  same  subject.  What  is 
rather  inexplicable,  this  book  by  Recorde  appears  an 
oasis  in  a  century  deficient  in  this  science,  and  no 
Englishman  is  known  to  have  pursued  the  study  of 
algebra  to  an  equal  extent  before  the  time  of  Harriot. 
Witli  the  exception  of  a  trifling  essay  by  Thomas 
Digges  in  the  Stratiotkos,  and  a  few  memoranda  in  a 
MS.  of  Blagrave's  in  Lambeth  Palace*,  we  scEtrcely 
know  of  anything  connected  with  this  branch  of 
science  that  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  even  these  in- 
clude only  the  simplest  elementary  principles. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  this  dearth  of  ana- 
lytical science  was  not  the  result  of  a  prejudice  in 
favour  of  the  geometry  of  the  ancients.  We  have, 
it  is  true,  an  elaborate  edition  of  Euclid  by  Dee  and 
Billingsley,  but  with  this  the  taste  for  geometry  ap- 
pears to  have  expired.  We  do  not  find  that  Harriot 
and  the  contemporary  English  analysts  were  fettered 
by  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  old  geometry,  such  as 
for  a  length  of  time  pervaded  the  writers  of  the  con- 
tinent ;  although,  indeed,  it  appears  from  Harriot's 

*  This  is  No.  280,  which  is  classed  anonymously  in  the  printed 
catalogue.  Blagrave  has  given  in  this  volume  the  well-known  al- 
gebraic question  relating  to  the  cocks  of  a  cistern,  besides  several 
astronomical  notes.  It  appears  that  Blagrave  studied  under  John 
Field,  wlioLii  we  have  mentioned  above. 
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papers  in  the  British  Museum  that  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Pappus  and  other  geometrical  works 
which  had  then  been  recently  published  abroad. 
There  is  a  remarkable  note  of  Sir  Charles  Cavendish 
at  p.  84,  who  says, ''  Dr.  Jungius  prefers  the  analitics 
of  the  ancients  before  Vieta's  by  letters,  which  he  sales 
is  more  subject  to  errors  or  mistakes,  though  more 
facile  and  quick  of  dispatch,  but  I  conceive  not  yet 
whye.''  This  serves  to  show  that  the  toto^  avoKvofjitiPo^ 
of  the  Alexandrian  school  still  held  its  sway  in  the 
minds  of  foreign  mathematicians,  notwithstanding  the 
writings  of  Vieta  and  Descartes  ;  but  we  find  no  traces 
in  this  country  of  its  influence  over  the  new  analysis 
before  the  time  of  Robert  Simson,  that  is,  nearly  a 
century  afterwards. 

The  science  of  the  seventeenth  century  possessed 
one  feature  which  is  now  obsolete,  and  which  pro- 
bably contributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  preserve 
and  foster  a  taste  for  analytics.  We  allude  to  the 
practice  of  publicly  proposing  problems  for  solution 
— a  kind  of  challenge  from  individuals  to  the  science 
of  all  Europe — and  thus  exciting  an  emulation  which, 
perhaps,  would  otherwise  not  have  been  felt.  The 
superiority  of  the  new  analysis  over  the  ancient  geo- 
metry was  soon  acknowledged,  and  although  some 
(luestions  were  required  to  be  solved  geometrically ^ 
yet  mathematicians  soon  evinced  their  dislike  to  a 
system  of  attaining  by  a  long  and  tedious  method 
that  which  was  often  capable  of  speedy  and  easy  re- 
solution by  another  analysis.  Specimens  of  these 
challenges  are  preserved  among  Pell's  papers  in  the 


British  Museum,  printed  on  narrow  slips  of  paper, 
and  evidently  intended  to  be  pasted  pro  bono  publico 
in  conspicuous  situations.  We  have  little  doubt  that 
the  celebrated  problem,  generally  known  as  Colonel 
Titus's  problem,  was  originally  proposed  in  this  man- 
ner. We  have  already  intimated  that  this  problem 
is  attributed  to  the  wrong  person*,  and  we  have  since 
discovered  a  note  in  MS.  Birch,  44 1 1 ,  which  ex- 
pressly states  that  it  was  "  put  by  Colonel  Titus,  who 
had  received  it  from  Dr.  Pell."  The  problem  Id  the 
most  general  form  is  as  follows  : 

62  +  a  c  =  J3  (2)  I  to  find  a,  b,  and  c. 
c2  +  «  &  =  7  (3)J 

Collins  lias  given  a  solution  which  occupies  four- 
teen closely  written  foUo  pages,  and  the  more  modem 
solutions  have  not  been  comprised  in  a  much  shorter 
compass.  Wallis's  solution  is  in  the  same  manu- 
script. Pell,  however,  criticises  ColUns's  solution 
very  severely,  and  ridicules  him  for  not  observing 
that  the  roots  will  admit  both  of  positive  and  nega- 
tive values. 

The  problem  is  generally  given  with  numerical  va- 
lues for  a,  f3,  and  y,  and  the  only  possible  chance  of 
a  short  solution  is  a  case  in  which  these  numbers 
bear  some  definite  relation  to  each  other,  so  as  to  ob- 
tain an  equation  independent  of  the  given  quantities. 
For  instance.  Pell  gives  one  wherein  a  =  15,  /3  =  16, 

*  Life  of  Sir  Samuel  Morland.  p.  28.—"  From  No.  4413.  fol.  24, 
it  appears  that  tlie  problem  generally  ascribed  to  Colonel  Htua  was 
proposed  to  Pell  in  1649  by  William  Brereton,  who  very  probably 
had  it  from  Harriot." 
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graphy  than  the  Jiistory  of  science  ;  and  yet  we  ini 
that  they  will  be  acceptable  to  the  lover  of  familiar 
history.     Similar  remarks  may  be  made  of  others*. 

In  the  appendix  to  Dr.  Vaughan's  "  Protectorate 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,"  are  printed  several  letters  from 
Pell's  MS.  collections,  a  few  of  which  we  have  fouod 
it  necessary  to  reprint  in  this  work.  Unfortunately 
no  references  whatever  are  given  to  the  places  whence 
these  letters  are  taken,  and  amidst  the  very  numerous 
volumes  which  compose  Pell's  collections,  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  find  the  deposit  of  any  particular  one. 
Owing  to  this  arrangement,  we  have  been  quite  un- 
able, although  we  have  spared  no  exertions,  to  find  the 
original  of  a  very  curious  letter  which  Dr.  Vaughan 
has  printed  at  ji.  347.  It  is  written  by  Dr.  Pell,  and 
dated  Oct.  12th,  1642;  and  we  are  unwilling  to 
neglect  the  opportunity  of  extracting  the  following 
passage : — 

"  I  can  hear  of  nothing  of  Vieta's  in  manuscript  in  f^ngland, 
but  such  pieces  of  his  as  arc  already  printed,  and  were  trans- 
cribed for  tlie  most  part  out  of  the  printed  books,  because 
they  could  not  be  had  for  money.  Here  is  also  a  manuscript 
of  hi.s  notte  priores  ad  loffinlicen  speciosatn,  transcribed  many 
years  ago  at  Paris  out  of  a  written  copy  ;  but  since  that  time, 
Ic  Steur  de  Beaugrand  hath  caused  it  to  be  printed  in  24mo. 
at  Paris,  anno  lG.il,  with  a  few  notes  of  his  own  thereon.     It 

*  We  have  neglected  to  say  in  the  proper  place  (p.  31),  that  "« 
cople  of  the  speache  miide  Ly  the  mathematicall  lecturer  unto  the 
worshipfull  company  jiresent,  at  the  house  of  the  worshipful!  Mr. 
'lliomas  Smith,"  Wiis  published  at  London  in  1588,  small 4to.  From 
the  title-page  to  his  treatirie  on  the  Crosp-staf,  it  appears  that  Hood 
was  mathematical  lecturer  in  15!(6  ;  but  in  his  work  on  the  Sector, 
published  in  1598,  this  title  is  omitted.  We  also  omitted  to  remark, 
that  from  MS.  Harl.  7523,  fol.  206,  it  appears  that  Pell  in  1650  had 
a  design  of  publishing  commentaries  on  the  works  of  Descartes. 


is  true  I  have  in  mine  own  hands  an  imperfect  astronomical 
manuscript  of  six  sheets  of  paper,  entitled  Hypothesu  Fran^ 
celidinU,  sud  to  be  a  piece  of  a  great  work  of  Vieta*s,  called 
by  him  Harvwrncum  Cisleste,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  found 
complete  in  France,  whence  mine  came.  1  have  been  told 
here  that  the  Englishman  that,  at  the  time  of  Vieta's  death, 
served  him  as  a  scribe,  under  the  counterfeit  name  of  John 
Poltrier,  being  kindly  ofiered  by  Vieta's  heirs  to  take  what  he 
pleased  to  keep  as  a  remembrance  of  him,  took  not  a  leaf  of 
any  of  his  writmgs.     And  Thuanus  tells  us  that  the  heirs  did 

fut  all  his  papers  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Alelmus  of  Orleans, 
never  enquired  whether  this  Peter  were  the  father  to  Jaco- 
bus Alelmus,  the  French  king's  engineer;  from  whom,  four- 
teen years  after  Vieta's  death,  Alexander  Anderson  acknow- 
ledgeth  that  he  had  those  two  tracts,  de  aquationum  recogni- 
iione  et  emendatione,  which  he  first  published  at  Paris,  anno 
1615.  And  though  it  is  likely  that  Monsieur  Aleaume  (for 
so  I  think  the  French  call  him]  be  now  dead,  yet  I  hope  a 
diligent  enquirer  may  learn  who  was  his  heir,  and  what  is 
become  of  Vieta's  Adversaria." 

We  consider  this  a  most  important  testimony  in 
favour  of  Nathaniel  Torporley,  who,  according  to 
Anthony  a  Wood,  attacked  Vieta  under  the  name 
of  Poultri/.  We  now  see  the  truth  through  Wood's 
mistake, — a  mistake  that  has  puzzled  Professor  Ri- 
gaud  and  other  writers  on  the  scientific  history  of  this 
period.  Perhaps  Poltrier  may  he  a  mistake  for  Pol- 
troyer,  and  intended  for  an  anagram  of  the  name  of 
Torporley.  This  letter  is  also  curious  for  the  men- 
tion of  Vieta's  Harmonicon  Cwleste,  which  has  been 
but  recently  discovered,  and  is  now  in  the  course  of 
publication  at  Paris  by  M.  Libri. 

We  cannot  conclude  these  few  memoranda  without 
offering  our  respectful  thanks  to  His  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who,  with  the  greatest 
liberality,  has  afforded  us  every  facility  for  consulting 
the  manuscripts  in  the  library  at  Lambeth  Palace. 


FRBFACE. 


Tlie  Historical  Society  of  Science  is  indebted  to 
J.  H.  C.  Wright,  Esq.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  transcripts  of  several  of  the  letters 
contained  in  this  volume,  which  were  most  kindly 
presented  to  the  Society  by  that  gentleman,  whose 
zeal  and  knowledge  of  science  and  its  history  are  de- 
serving of  the  highest  praise. 

J.  O.  HALLIWELL. 

35,  Alfred  Place,  Jan.  15,  1841. 
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RICHARD  EDEN  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  Lansd.  No.  101.  Art.  5.  Orig.] 

Augiut  l8t,  1562. 

HE  only  searcher  of  mens  harts^  the  etemall  God,  I  take 
to  wytnesse  (right  honorable)  that  never  the  greefes  of 
adverse  fortune  (wherof  I  have  had  my  parte)  dyd  so  muche 
prostrate  my  mynde  and  pearce  my  harte  with  sorowes,  as 
the  understondinge  of  your  honours  favour  and  goodnesse 
towarde  me  in  your  lately  ernest  travaile  in  my  behalfe  (as  I 
was  informed  by  the  M""  of  Savie)  hathe  rejoised  me  and  re- 
vived my  discouragied  spiritcs,  heretofore  no  lesse  languysshed 
for  lacke  of  suche  a  patrone,  then  nowe  encouraged  by  the 
favoure  of  suche  a  Maecenas,  as  I  have  just  cause  to  name 
your  honoure.  Syth  only  the  respecte  of  suche  vertues  as  it 
hathe  pleased  yow  to  thinke  commendable  in  me,  hath  moved 
your  honour  not  only  in  maner  to  seeme  carefull  for  me  howe 
I  maye  hereafter  with  quietnesse  spende  my  tyme  in  studie, 
as  is  my  most  desire ;  but  also  to  be  more  ernest  in  folow- 
ing  the  same,  then  I  might  without  presumption  demaunde, 
and  muche  lesse  without  desertes  dequire.  As  touchinge  the 
whichmatter  (right  honourable)  as  it  was  no  parte  of  my  divise, 
but  suche  as  the  M^  of  Savoy  had  then  in  hande,  as  I  sup- 
pose no  lesse  to  pleasure  hymselfe  and  his  frende  then  for 
£20  therof  to  be  lotted  to  me  for  an  earnest  penye  to  begyne 
the  booke  (as  he  saith).  Even  so  am  I  right  sorie  that  for 
so  smaule  a  matter,  and  not  so  favorable  a  sute  as  I  wolde 
have  wysshed,  not  only  your  honour  hathe  taken  suche 
paynes,  but  that  also  suche  contention  is  rysen  therof  be- 
twene  the  M'^  of  Savoy  and  M^  Baptist  of  the  privie  chamber^ 
that  by  reason  thereof  the  pardon  being  steyed  be  your  Ho- 
nour, the  younge  gentleman  his  kynsman  (as  he  hathe  in- 
foimed  me)  is  in  daungiour  of  his  lyfe.      But  under  youc 
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honours  favour  to  speake  playnelye  as  1  thinke,  I  suppose 
that  here  alii/uid  laiel  quod  non  apparel.  For  aa  this  su(e> 
for  dyvers  consyderations,  at  the  tii-st  dyd  not  greatly  like 
me,  yet  perceuvinpe  his  ernestnesse  therein,  for  the  safe- 
garde  of  hia  kinsmaiis  life  and  gratifying  his  frendea,  I,  no 
lesse  willing  therin  to  do  hyni  pleasure,  also  was  well  con- 
tented to  assent  to  his  request,  and  to  stande  to  his  appoynt- 
ment ;  not  suspecting  his  (rendeshlppe,  but  rather  commend- 
ing his  wysdonie,  so  to  doo  for  hih  frende  as  therwitb  not  to 
forget  hym  selfe.  quia  nihil  sapit  gut  sibi  mnt  sapit.  But  if  at 
that  tyme  I  might  so  boldelye  have  presumed  uppon  your 
honours  favour,  as  by  your  ernestnesse  in  my  behalfe  I  none 
perceave  I  might  have  doune,  I  wolde  have  moved  your 
Honour  of  an  honester  sute  (for  a  lease  to  be  had  at  the 
Queenes  hands)  whereof  I  made  hym  privie,  and  was  longe 
sense  so  mynded  to  have  donnc,  but  that  he  deterred  me 
frome  the  same,  alleaging  eerten  commissionars  to  have  the 
doioges  therof,  and  that  tberfore  no  suehe  thing  might  be 
had  at  her  Majesties  handes:  albeit,  I  have  sythens  harxle 
of  dyvers  that  have  obteyned  the  like.  Notivithstonding  (as 
in  my  former  letters  I  wrotte  to  your  honour]  my  meaning  is 
so  to  move  vnur  honour  hereof,  as  ncyther  to  be  an  impor- 
tunate suter,  or  otherwise  to  thinke  the  same  to  be  folowed 
then  shall  seeme  good  unto  your  honour,  unto  whose  will  I 
submittc  myselfe  in  all  thinges;  only  putting  your  honour 
in  remembruance  of  the  commodious  place  and  tyme  that  1 
nowe  en  joye  for  that  purpose  :  for  the  contynuance  w  herof,  1 
was  a  suter  unto  your  Honour  tor  your  letters  unto  the  gen- 
tleman (my  frende}  in  whose  house  I  yet  remayne,  who  also 
being  one  that  favonreth  learninge  and  ray  greate  frende,  and 
no  lesse  gladde  to  further  so  good  a  purpose,  is  well  willing 
the  rather  to  my  use  to  departe  frome  a  piece  of  his  commo- 
ditie,  in  suchc  sorte  as  appeareth  by  the  byll  herein  inclosed. 
Whereof  I'urlher  to  advertyse  your  honour,  if  you  shall  so 
thinke  it  convenient,  he  will  himselfe  repayre  unto  your  ho- 
nour to  give  you  perfecte  informacion  of  alle  thinges  as 
touching  the  same.  And  wheras  the  M^  of  Savoye  toldc  me 
that  your  honour  suninhat  doubted  that  the  booke  coulde 
not  be  translated  into  the  EngUsshe  toonge,  I  assure  your 
honour  that  this  1  dare  saye  without  arrogancie,  that  to 
translate  the  variable  historic  of  Plinie  into  our  toonge,  I 
wolde  be  ashamed  to  borowe  so  muche  of  the  Latine  as  he 
(lothe  of  the  Greke  ;  althowgli  the  Latine  toonge  be  accompted 
rjche,  and  the  Englysshe  indigent  and  barbarous,  as  it  hathe 
byn  in  tyme  past  muche  more  then  it  nowe  is,  before  it  was 
enriched  and  amplyfied  by  sundry  bookes  in  maner  of  all 


r\ 


I 


NTIPIC  StrHJK.CTS. 


artes  translated  owt  of  Latine  and  other  toongcs  into  En- 
glysshe.  And  it  is  not  unknoweii  unto  your  Honour  tlmt 
the  Latins  reccaving  bothe  the  science  of  philosophic  and 
pfaisike  of  the  Grekes,  do  still  for  the  most  parte  in  all  ther 
translacions  use  the  Grekc  names,  insoniuche  that,  for  the 
better  understondiug  of  them,  one  Otto  Bnimfclfiius,  a  learned 
man,hHthe  writea  a  large  booke  iiititeled,  Onomas/icoti  Medi- 
etna,  where  he  liathe  these  woordes,  Res  ipsun  ati/ue  arUuin 
vocahula.  acile,  apposite,  dengnateijue  ifferre,  aique  ad  Poly- 
cleti  regu/am  [quod  aiunt)  exprimere,  res  est  non  minus  diffidlis 
quam  ffloriosa.  Quo,  nullum  slitda  genua  myori  comlat  mo- 
lestia.  Id  quod  in  causa  esue  reor,  quia  hodte  tarn  pattci  in  ea 
palestra  seae  ea-ercvant,  i^c.  Agen,  it  is  not  unknowen  unto 
your  honour  that  ous  all  toonges  were  barbarous  and  necdie, 
before  the  knonlcagc  of  things  hrowght  in  pleutie  of  woordes 
and  aames ;  wherhy  it  tnaye  well  appeare  that  men,  in  the 
first  age  of  the  v  urlde,  had  a  shorte  language  consistinge  of 
fewe  woordes,  which  ever  after  increased  by  the  kuowleage 
and  inx'entioa  of  thinges.  Exercise  also  maketh  sue  he 
woordes  familier,  which  at  the  first  were  dilKculte  to  be  un- 
derstode ;  for  children  at  tlie  first  (as  sailhe  Aristotle)  caule 
all  men  fathers ;  but  shortely  af^cr  by  exercise  caule  them  by 
there  names.  And  I  have  leiuned  by  experience  thai  the  mary- 
ners  use  manye  Englysse  woordes,  which  were  as  unknowcu 
unto  me  as  the  Chaldeau  tgouge  before  I  was  conversant  w  Jlli 
them.  It  maye  therefore  suffice  that  the  woordes  and  ternies 
of  artea  anil  sciences  be  knowen  to  the  profcsaours  therof.  as 
partely  by  experience  and  partcly  by  the  heipe  of  dictionaries 
describing  them  per  proprium  genua  et  differentiam,  as  the 
logitians  teache,  and  as  Georgius  jVgricola  useth  to  do  in  the 
Germayne  toonge,  which,  as  well  in  that  parte  of  pbilosophie 
as  in  all  other,  nas  barbarous  and  indigent  before  it  was  by 
longe  experience  browght  to  perfection.  But  not  to  trouble 
your  honour  any  longer  wiih  this  matter,  one  thingc  re- 
mayneth  wherof  I  wolde  gladlye  have  certified  your  honour 
at  my  last  beiog  at  the  eourte  at  Grenewich,  if  1  might  have 
had  convenient  accesae  unto  yow ;  And  this  is,  that,  pcr- 
ceavinge  your  honour  to  take  pleasure  in  the  wonderfnil 
woorkes  of  arte  and  nature  (wherin  doubtlesse  shyueth  the 
sparkc  of  the  divine  spirite  that  God  bathe  gyven  yon)  1  was 
then  mynded  to  have  delyvered  tuito  your  honour  this  phi- 
losophical! booke,  wherin  is  described  (as  appearcth  in  folio 
y.)  so  excellent  and  precious  an  experiment,  wrought  by  arle 
to  the  similitude  of  the  universall  frame  of  the  worlde,  made 
by  the  omnipotent  and  greate  God  of  miturc,  that  I  beleve 
the  like  was  never  doonne  synse  the  crcarion  of  the  worlde. 
)i2 
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And  niiiye  therfore   in   my  judgement  more  woortlicly   l>c 
rallied  Michrocogmos,  then  ej-tlier  man  or  auy  other  crenturc 
that  ever  was  made  of  corporall  subBtance.     Anfjx'Iiiit  Puli* 
tianus  in  hta  epistells  descriljeth  an  instrument  caulcd  auto- 
maton made  in  his  tyme  in  tlie  citie  of  Florence,  ubscr^ixig 
the  exacte  moviiia;  of  Primum  MahUe  and  Octava  SpAitTa, 
with  also  the  movinges  of  the  7  planctcs  in  there  spheres,  in 
all  poyntes  agreable  to  there  moving  in  the  heaven.      Of  tlir 
like  instrument  also  our  Roger  Bacon  wrotte  longe  before  in 
his  booke  de  Mirabili  ptitustate  arlis  el  nature*,  where  he 
writelh  in  this  maner,  Majus  omnium  Jtgivrationum  «■/  rerum 
figuralarum  eat,  ut  ctelestia  describcrentur  secundum  auaa  /on- 
gitwlines  el  latitudines  in  fiffura  corporaii,  yua  movmttur  cor- 
poraliter  motu  diumo,  et  luec  valere'[n\t  reffiium  [wumw]  Ao- 
mini  tapienti,  Ijc.    The   which   instrument  doubtlesse,  iill- 
thowgh  it  be  of  a  divine  invention,  yet  dothe  this  Michroco*- 
moa  BO  far  surmount  it,  as  nature  passcth  arte,  and  as  motut 
animalia  pasaeth  mohia  vloleatus,  for  as  the  other  is  moved 
only  by  waight  or  wynde  inclosed  (as  is  scene  in  clockes  and 
organs)  so  is  this  moved  by  the  same  spirite  of  life,  wherby 
not  only  the  heaven,  but  also  all  nature,  is  movetl:  whose 
mover  is  God  hymselfc,  as  saithe  St.  Paiile,  Ipnus  eat  in  t/iio 
mvimus,  movemvr,  el  sumus;   as  also  Aristotle,  Plato,  and 
Philo,  in  there  bookes  De  Mundo,  do  ailirme ;  and  especially 
Marcus  Manilius  in  Astronomicis  ad  Auguslum  Ciesarem, 
writing  thus : 

Hoc  opus  immcnsi  cons  true  tum  corpore  mundi, 
Membr.ii|ne  naturie  diversa  condita  forma, 
Aeris  ntque  ignis  terne  pelagique  jaccntis. 
Vis  animic  divina  regit ;  sacroque  meatu 
Conspirat  Deus,  et  tacita  ratione  gubernat,+  &c. 
Item  Luc:mus: 

Aere  libratum  vacuo  qax  sustinet  orbem, 
Totius  ])nrs  magna  JovisJ. 
And  wheras  the  autoure  that  describeth  the  MicJtrocoamos 
affirmeth  that  the  Chaos  thcrof  is  materia  Lapidis  Philoso- 
phorum  (which  is  also  Chaos,  vcl  omnium,  vel  prima  materia 
mundi  miijaris)  it  seemeth  to  agre  with  that  CorneUus  Agrippa 
hathe  written  In  his  seconde  booke  2Je  occulta  p/iiiosopbia,  in 
scala  itnilalis,  where  he  ^^Tytcth  thus:  Lapis  pkilosophorum 
est  unum  subjectum  el  inslrumentum  omnium  virtutum  natura- 
linm  el  trniixnaiiiraHnm,  ^c.  And  that  this  greate  and  divine 
secrcatc  of  this  Michrocosmos  maye  not  seeme  incredible  unto 

*  Edit.  lH2.fol.  43,  t". 

t  Mamlii  .\&troni>iuicon,  Ub.  i.  I.  2-I7-25I. 

X  Uxiaa  I'haradia,  lib.  \.  1.  94-9S. 
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your  honour,  I  assure  you  that  I^  that  am  minimus  philoso- 
phorum,  dyd  long  sense  (as  I  have  to  wytnesse  Mr.  Thomas 
Whalley,  th'  elder  soonne  of  Mr.  Richard  Whalley)  woorke 
and  secreate  practise  sumwhat  Uke  unto  this^  in  maner  as 
foloweth*: — I  dissolved  two  substances  in  two  waters;  then 
I  put  the  waters  tog3rther  in  a  glasse,  suffering  them  so  to 
remayne  for  a  tyme.  Then  I  stilled  of  the  water  from  the 
masse  or  chaos  lefte  of  them  bothe,  and  put  it  on  agen,  and 
so  dyd  dyvers  tymes.  In  fine,  the  masse  being  dissolved  m 
the  water,  I  let  it  rest  all  night  in  a  coulde  place.  In  the 
morning,  I  founde  swymming  on  the  water  and  in  the  myddest 
therof  a  little  round  iland,  as  brode  as  riall  or  sumwhat  more, 
with  at  the  least  a  hundreth  sylver  trees  about  an  ynche  high, 
so  perfectly  fonned  with  trunkes,  stalkes  and  leaves,  all  of 
most  pure  and  glystering  sylver,  th^t  I  suppose  no  lymner 
or  paynter  is  able  to  counterfecte  the  like.  Then  shaking 
the  glasse,  all  fell  in  pieces  into  the  water,  and  filled  it  with 
glystering  sparkes,  as  the  firmament  shyneth  with  starres  in 
a  cleare  wynter  night.  Then  putting  the  glasse  to  a  softe  fyre 
uppon  warme  asshes,  all  turned  agen  into  clear  water,  which, 
agen  being  put  in  a  colde  place  all  night,  made  an  iland  with 
the  like  trees  as  before.  What  this  wolde  have  been  in  fine, 
( jod  knoweth,  and  not  J !  But  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  if  the 
floure  or  learning  of  our  tyme,  and  sumtyme  tutor  and  bro- 
ther-in-lawe  unto  your  honour,  Mr.  Cheeke,  had  scene  any 
of  these  two  secreates,  he  wolde  greatly  have  rejoysed.  As  I 
knowe  the  divine  s[)arke  of  knowleage  that  is  in  your  honour^ 
partely  receaved  of  hym,  will  move  yow  to  doo  the  like,  sythe, 
to  a  philosophicall  and  vertuous  man,  there  is  nothing  so  de- 
lectable as  to  beholde  the  infinite  poure  and  wisdome  of  God 
in  his  creatures,  in  the  which  his  Deitie  is  not  only  visible, 
but  in  maner  palpable,  as  sum  philosophers  have  written. 
And  as  touching  these  matters,  I  have  red  a  marvelous  sen- 
tence in  an  olde  written  booke,  where  these  woordes  are 
written :  Qui  potest  facere  mediam  naturam,  potest  create 
mundos  novos.  But  to  discourse  of  this  oracle,  or  to  inter- 
prete  the  same,  it  were  to  muche  to  molest  your  honour 
therwith :  and  an  argument  muche  meeter  for  a  seconde  So- 
crates then  for  me.  And  of  these  secreates,  writeth  Roger 
Bacon  in  his  booke  before  alleaged,  where  he  hathe  these 
woordes ;  Multa  sunt  archana  admiranda  in  operibus  artis  et 
natures :  Qua  licet  multam  utilitatem  nan  habeant  (habent  vera 

*  Cf.  Morieni  Romani  de  re  metallica  librum,  4to,  Par.  1564,  p.  30,  et  Chryaippi 
Faniani  de  arte  metallica^  mctauiorphoseos  lil)rum,  4to,  Par.  15G0,  p.  17.  Seealao 
Ripley's  **  Coinpouud  of  Aldiciny,"  where  may  be  seen  an  account  of  a  process  very 
similar  to  that  mentioned  by  Eden. 
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t»a,rhnnm  vt  sapientibus  cognttum  est)  tamen  upectacttium  m- 
ejfuhile  sapientite  preebent  et  potsunt  applicari  ad  probationtm 
omnium  occulionim  quibus  vuigus  ine-rperlam  contradirrit,  tt 
judical  fieri  per  opera  d^emoniorupi,  ^c. 

And  thus  most  humbly  desyring  your  Honour  to  pardoa 
my  boldnesse  in  writing  unto  you;  and.  according  unto  your 
accustomed  elemeiicie,  to  accept  in  good  parte  this  my  pre- 
sumptuous attempte,  which  only  the  love  I  b«?are  t«  your 
vertues  hatlie  moved  mc  unto,  my  trust  is  that  these  thinge* 
shall  not  he  alltogythei'  unpleaaaunt  unto  your  honour,  other- 
wyse  occupied  in  greate  afiayres  bothe  in  the  courte  and 
common  ivealthe,  as  was  Plato  with  King  Dyonisius,  Ari- 
stotle with  greatc  Alexander,  and  Cicero  Senator  and  Consul 
of  Home. 

The  etemall  God  and  immortjill  mover  of  the  greate  worlde 
and  the  lessc,  preserve  your  Honour  in  healthe  and  prospe- 
ritie  ! 

From  the  Folde  bysyde  Barnet,  the  first  of  August  1562. 
Most  bownde  to  your  honour, 

RiCHARDE  EdGX*. 


THOMAS  DIGGES  TO  LORD  BURGHLEYf. 

[MS.  Uiisd.  No.  19,  Art.  30.  Orig.] 

Hlh  Miy,  1574. 
Right  Honorable, — As  in  your  Lordshippes  flframe  astro- 
nomicall,  for  ornament  the  ffigures  of  the  most  notable  con- 
stellations in  this  onr  visible  hemisphere  are  pourtrayd, 
adourned  with  ther  due  number  of  hevenly  lights;  so,  in 
the  tables  adjoyninge,  are  impressed  sutche  numbers  as  de- 
liver by  methode  not  vulgare  the  situations  and  habite  which 


*  Richaril  Edfn  itaa  a  [iliitosopher  of  good  repute  in  hii  time.  He  translated 
into  English,  treatises  on  navigation  liy  Cortea  and  Taisner,  the  former  nf  which 
was  c?iceedingly  popular  and  went  tlirough  several  editions.  He  is  also  the  author 
of  a  very  curioiis  little  book  entitled,  "A  Treatyse  of  the  newe  India,"  1553,  8to. 
At  tIjR  end  of  this  letter  he  adds  the  following  sentences  in  Latin  : — 1,  "TukD. 
addietns,  alios  non  quairo  penstes."  2.  "In  secretis  et  occultis,  secretut  et  occoltas 
esto."    This  Uttter  <|Uotatiou  ib  from  Ilippocrutes. 

f  Thomas  Digges  ranks  among  the  first  English  mathematicians  of  the  aiiteeiith 
century.  Although  he  made  no  great  addition  lo  science,  yet  his  writings  tended 
more  to  its  cultivation  in  this  cnuntr>,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  than,  per- 
haps, all  those  nf  other  writers  on  the  same  subjects  put  cogelher.  The  work  he 
alludes  to  in  this  letter,  if  a  printed  one,  is  probably  an  edition  of  his  ^her'i 
work,  enlitleci  "  Prognostication  Everlasting,"  one  of  which  was  published  in  ISM 
and  contains  an  addition  liy  himself. 
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our  moovable  horizon  and  meridian^  together  with  ther  ma- 
nifold configurations^  with  the  twoo  cheefe  lights.  Where- 
upon sundiy  conclusions^  both  pleasant  for  varietye  of  know- 
ledge and  necessary  ffor  common  use,  are  grovmded.  Wherof 
I  have  in  50  conclusions  digested  the  greater  part,  with  ther 
history es  poeticall,  and  judgementes  astronomicalle ;  the 
which,  into  a  little  treatize  reduced,  I  am  bould  to  offer  imto 
your  Lordship,  hopinge,  ere  it  bee  longe,  to  fSnishe  a  columne 
sustaynmge  a  regular  body  platonicaU,  garnished  with  solar 
dialls,  sutchc  as  I  thinke  hitherto  in  this  land  hath  not  beene 
scene,  to  bee  placed  in  soome  of  your  Lordshipps  gardeyns, 
as  aptly  serving  for  uses  diumall  as  that  other  frame  for  con- 
clusions doon  by  night ;  whose  archetype  was  longe  sithens 
in  mind  conceyved,  and  have  now  at  the  last  also  attayned 
the  hand  of  an  hable  woorkman  to  exsequute  the  same  in 
ffoorme  materiall.  In  the  meane,  I  shall  humbly  desire  your 
Lordshipp  in  good  part  to  accept  this  triflinge  testimony  of 
a  carefull  mind  desirouse  soom  waye  to  signifye  the  reverent 
affection  I  have  and  shall  duringe  life  beare  toward  you,  no 
lesse  for  private  then  publike  respectes ;  Always,  as  becoometh 
mee,  restinge. 

At  your  Lordshippes  commandment, 

T.  DiGGBS. 

To  the  right  Honorable  my  Lord  Burghley, 
the  Lord  highe  tresurer  of  Englandy  these. 


RALPH  RABBARDS  TO  QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 

[MS.  Lansd.  No.  121.  Art.  14.] 

A  coppie  of  notes  delivered  to  her  Majestic  by  Raphe 

Rabbards"^. 

Speciall  breife  remembrances  of  such  moste  pleasante  ser- 
viceable and  rare  inventions  as  I  have,  by  longe  studdie  and 
chardgeable  practice,  founde  out,  the  whiche  I  holde  my- 
selfe  bounde  in  dutie  to  offer  with  this  learned  worke  unto  your 
Majestic,  as  the  firste  fruites  of  my  labor :  the  which,  or  any 
parte  thereof.  I  shal  be  reddy  to  performe  and  put  in  execu- 
tion, at  as  smalle  chardge  and  to  as  greate  purpose  as  any 
other  ingeniors  or  practitioners  of  Christendome,  when  it 
shall  please  your  sacred  Majestic  to  commaunde  me,  not  he- 
therto  performed  by  any  before  my  selfe. 

*  Ralph  Rabbards  is  not  a  name  that  has  much  relation  with  the  history  of  the 
science  or  literature  of  this  period.  He  edited  Kpley's  '*  Compound  of  Alchemy/' 
4to,  Lond.  1591. 
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AU  lamdt  i^wmten  iff  l>€rUa  mmd  Jhwert  art  drmt 
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Wtto^  of  pvKst  cDbstaaee  Gram  odon,  flowers,  fruites, 
and  Iicrba,  wlubaaiest,  perfiteat,  and  of  greatest  TErtue, 
•re  fint  "1  ■«*?!*■<  bj  dncnaorj,  depand  bkI  rectlHi:^  clere  at 
efahsUD,  witii  Ma  ownc  oolie  proper  vtrtne ;  tush?,  aiid  oiW, 
awtynuiii^  wmay  Tcares.  One  spoonefall  is  better  then  a 
galtoD  of  oth«r  for  any  prynce,  or  noble  person,  or  anr  tltat 
love  tbetr  bealtbc ;  for  mMEcyne  mwaid  or  outward  wbcrr 
other  doe  much  more  burte  tben  good,  beinge  unaptly  du- 
tillgd,  and  inveoonud  by  the  eriU  qualfitie  at  niettalyue  stiilc% 
and  otho' deiectes.  '^^H 

Stiaplr  aad  eom^temmd  waten.  ^^H 

Water  for  odon,  inoste  sweete  and  ddicate,  of  many  sere' 
nD  Iqmdes,  both«  simple  sod  compoandic. 

Water  of  rioletts  aiui  wache  Hke. 

Water  of  violelts,  jflJy  flowers,  and  pinckes,  Kc,  contynue 
not  nor  reteyne  not  tb«r  oume  proper  odon  and  verUies,  ex- 
cepte  thev  be  disiillod  very  cunningly  and  perfitly  by  desen> 
sory;  or,  thtir  odors  beinge  bolpen  by  other  meanes,  they 
are  not  meclicinable. 

A  precious  water  for  purifyinge  and  preaervinge  the  teethe, 

\  raoste  precious  and  excellentc  water  to  purifie,  preserve, 
and  fasten  the  teethe,  and  \rith  good  order  to  keep  them  that 
they  shall  never  decaye  norcormpte;  moste  wholsome,  plea- 
sant, and  comfortable, 

A  priRcipall  water  for  mosle  outward  diseases  proceedinge  of 
heate  and  colde. 

A  water  that  taketb  awaye  inflamations,  rumes,  swellinges, 
coldc  grcifes,  colde  gowles,  aches,  and  other  paynes;  and 
healcth  dangerous  wuiindcs,  ulcers,  sores,  and  the  hardest 
diseases,  with  greate  eH'ccte  and  wonderful!  speede,  and  in 
myne  opinion  farre  exceedeth  the  farre  fetched  balmes. 

Water  for  the  eyes. 

Waters  for  the  eyes  prooved  of  many  as  well  for  prescr- 
viiige  and  comfurtiiige  the  sigbte,  as  to  restore  that  which  is 


/^ 
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Water  to  make  the  skynne  andfleshefayre  and  brighte. 

Waters  to  dense  and  keepe  brighte  the  skynne  and  fleshe^ 
and  preserve  it  in  his  perfitt  state. 

SPECIALL  OBSERVATIONS  CONCERNINGE  THE  PREPARA- 
TIONS FOR  FIREWORKES. 

An  excellente  kinde  of  salt-peter  of  greate  force* 

Saltepeter  mighte  be  so  refyned  that  the  powder  made 
therof  mighte  be  of  double  the  force,  so  that  one  pounde 
maye  serve  as  manye  shotte  and  as  stronge  as  two  pounde 
of  that  that  is  eomonly  used,  and  lesse  chardge  in  cariage ; 
and  many  other  wayes  apter  and  better  for  service. 

A  notable  peece  of  service  for  your  Majestic  and  the  Realme, 

That  saltepeter,  minerall  sulphur,  pitche,  aspaltum,  licqui- 
dion,  and  drye,  and  many  other  Uke  drugges,  mighte  be 
founde  in  the  domynions  of  your  Majestie,  which  we  wante 
and  paye  most  extreamely  for ;  and  God  knoweth  what  gayne 
and  glorie  mighte  redownde  to  your  Majestie  and  countrey, 
if  skilfidl  and  honest  men  were  imployed  therein* 

Oylesfor  fireworkes. 

Oyles  bothe  simple  and  composed  to  be  distilled  for  fire- 
workes,  there  is  none  to  be  boughte  or  had;  he  that  will  hate 
them  must  make  them. 

A  strange  kinde  offlyingefire  many  wayes  serviceable. 

A  flyinge  fire  which  shall,  without  ordynance,  and  farre  of, 
w  onderfuUy  annoye  any  battayle,  towne,  or  campe,  and  di- 
sperse even  as  if  it  did  rayne  fire ;  and  the  devydinge  fires, 
being  coted  and  made  flyinge,  maye  touche  many  places,  and 
leave  them  all  buminge;  very  terrible  both  to  men  and 
horse. 

A  tridant  or  mace  newly  invented. 

A  tridant  or  mace  for  many  notable  efiectes,  bothe  for 
shotte,  and  to  sette  any  thinge  on  fire ;  a  very  apte  instru- 
mente,  and  moste  soldierlike  bothe  for  horsemen  and  foote- 
men. 

Balls  of  mettle  serving  to  many  purposes. 

Balles  of  mettle  to  throwe  into  shippes,  to  enter  in  campes 
in  the  nightes,  Ukewise  in  streightes  or  breaches,  especially 
in  battayles ;  and  to  have  the  said  balles  of  all  heightes,  dia- 
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miters,  and  quantities,  of  a  rigbte  composidcm  to  tlevlde  in 
as  many  partes,  and  of  such  thicknes  as  it  should;  and  to 
delyver  a  thousand  at  once  amonge  the  enemves  with  small 
chardge  of  ordynance,  or  other  instrumentes,  and  to  powre 
as  much  tire  as  your  Majcatie  will  upon  any  phice. 

A  shotte  (ojire  in  pasninge. 

A  shotte  for  greate  ordynance  to  pierce  deeper  then  any 
other  shotte,  and  sett  on  lire  whatsoever  it  strike  thFough« 
or  sticketh  in.  A  moste  noble  ingen,  specially  for  sea  service. 

A  forcible  chariottfor  service  defensive  and  offen*\fve. 

A  firy  chariott  with  horses,  euchc  as  never  was  knowne  or 
hearde  of,  for  any  prynce  or  man  of  greate  valor  or  vcrtuc  to 
be  in,  in  the  feilde  or  battayle. 

A  fry  chario/t  lo  beforc'd  by  engijne  of  greate  service. 

A  6ry  chariott  without  horses  to  runne  upon  the  battle 
and  disorder  it,  that  no  man  shal  be  able  to  abide  or  come 
iiighe  the  same,  and  «il  be  directed  even  as  men  will  to 
tourne,  to  staye,  or  come  directly  backe  upon  any  presente 
danger,  or  ellea  to  fulkn\c  autl  cliase  the  enemye  iu  their 
flighte. 

Mynes  for  fireworke  to  worke  strange  effectes. 

Myiies  of  fire  and  fireworke,  bothe  for  sea  and  lande,  to 
overthrowe  or  make  havocke  of  all  whatsoever  a  man  will 

dcstroye. 

A  meanes  to  better  the  use  of  small  artiilery,  moste 
aerviceable. 

To  make  that  smalle  shotte  shall  doe  greater  execution 
then  the  shotte  that  hath  hetherto  bynne  knowne ;  yet  where 
1000  are  nowe  shotte,  and  not  10  men  fall,  it  will  appeare, 
by  good  demonstration  and  experience,  that  10  shotte  of  1000 
shall  hardly  misse,  good  orders  beinge  observed. 

A  newe  invented  targett  of  proof e, 

A  tai^ett  of  proofe,  with  his  rest  and  loope  hole,  whereby 
men  are  notably  defended  and  encouraged  to  the  attemptinge 
of  manye  greate  matters  in  service.  Tennc  of  theis  targettes 
are  sufhciente  to  defende  an  hundred  shotte,  as  if  they  were 
behinde  a  walle. 
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A  rare  i$iveniion. 

A  muskett  or  calyver,  with  dyvers  strange  and  forcible 
shotte,  which  no  armor  will  holde  out,  at  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  or  more ;  and  will  also  become  a  most  forcible  weapon 
in  the  hande,  as  good  as  a  poUox,  and,  with  a  teice,  become 
a  perfitt  shotte  agayne. 

An  armed  pike  moste  forcible^ 

An  arme  pike  which  a  weake  man  maye  use  or  handle 
very  reddily  with  such  force  as  a  man  will  not  thincke,  and 
the  same  pike  will  also  become  a  very  good  shotte  at  all 
tymes.  But  when  they  come  to  the  very  pushe  they  be 
most  terrible,  bothe  the  shotte  and  the  weapon. 

An  engyne  of  notable  defence  for  the  safegard  of  mens  lyve$* 

A  cariage  in  manner  of  a  walle  or  curteyne  to  defende  men 
from  shotte  in  approchinge  any  sconse  or  other  force,  and  wil 
be  transformed  into  as  many  severall  shapes  of  fortification  as 
men  will ;  and  also  be  as  tentes  or  lodginges  drye  above  heade^ 
and  from  the  grounde,  and  also  very  offensyve,  and  of  greate 
fury ;  whereof  I  wishe  your  excellente  Majestic  were  furnished, 
but  as  secrette  as  I  could  keepe  them  in  myne  owne  harte 
for  some  greate  daye  of  service. 

A  speciallpeece  of  service. 

A  meanes  whereby  our  plowe-horses,  carte  jades,  and 
hackneys,  maye  be  made  to  doe  greater  service  in  our  owne 
countrey,  then  the  launces,  or  argulaters,  or  any  horsemen  of 
other  nations,  can  possibly  be  able  to  doe  in  their  ordinary 
services. 

The  rarest  engyne  that  ever  was  invented  for  sea  service*. 

A  vessell  in  manner  of  a  galley  or  galliotte  to  passe  upon 
the  seas  and  ryvers  without  oars  or  sayle,  against  wynde  and 
tyde,  swifter  then  any  that  ever  hath  bynne  scene,  of  won- 
derfull  effect  bothe  mr  intelligence,  and  many  other  admi- 
rable exploytes,  almoste  beycmde  the  expectation  of  man. 


*  See  Xara  Mathematiea,  p.  87.  William  Bourne  mentions  a  timilar  invention 
of  his  in  the  Inveniiont  or  Deviset  (Lond.  1578, 4to).  How  well  does  this  meagre 
description  suit  the  modem  *team>boat  I  I  may  mention  here  that  the  invention  of 
paddle-wheels  is  ascribed  to  him  by  some  writers,  and  he  appears  to  consider  them 
as  a  new  invention ;  bat  there  is  a  drawing  of  a  boat  with  paddle-wheels,  precisely 
similar  to  our  modem  steam-vessels,  in  MS.  Harl.  3281,  fol.  43,  v^,  written  in  Italy 
in  the  fifteenth  century.   See  also  the  ff.  43,  r",  51,  v°,  and  57,  r°,  of  the  same  MS. 
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Mailers  to  be  prepared  and  had  in  reddynta.        ^^| 

Calibashes,  cacea,  lioUowo  tronckes,  and  other  iriKtmnictitM, 
of  smalle  chardge  and  greatc  effecte  lor  the  services  uf  jour 
Majcslie  and  countrey  many  wayes,  which  have  bjime 
more  chardgeable  to  me,  then  they  would  be  to  your  Ma- 
jestic, if  good  order  mighte  be  lidten  therein.  For  some 
workcmen  have  taken  my  money,  and  have  spoiled  vxy  mo- 
delles  and  dc\'isea,  and  1  could  never  gette  my  jnone^,  the 
ingions,  nor  yet  my  raodcllea  agayne,  and  the  devises  in  some 
sorte  made  publique,  which  I  woulde  have  keptc  secrette. 
But  if  it  pleased  God  to  put  into  your  royall  harte,  bothc  for 
his  owne  glorie,  the  glorie  of  your  excellent  Majestie,  and 
your  valiant  nation  and  subjectes,  to  crccte  some  academy, 
or  jiluce  of  studdy  and  practice,  for  ingenious,  pollitiqiie  and 
learned  men,  aud  apte  artificers,  as  in  a  corjKtration  ur  boctle 
pollitique,  maintayned  partly  by  your  Majestie  and  partly  by 
your  nobillitie,  your  clei^ie,  and  your  comons,  for  theis  moste 
□oble  efFectes.  And  whereas  many  corporations,  societies  of 
artes,  faculties,  and  misteries,  have  bynne  erected,  founded, 
and  francbised,  with  many  honorable  guitles,  liberties,  and 
freedomes,  by  your  Majesties  moste  worthy  progenitors,  but 
never  any  comparable  to  this,  in  plnric  to  yi.mr  Majestic 
and  the  safetie  and  comforte  of  your  countrey  and  people, 
which  every  vertuous  and  good  mynded  man  would  willingly 
further  and  maintayne  for  their  owne  good  and  safetie,  and 
to  the  perpetuall  glorie  of  your  Majestic,  and  your  feirce 
people,  and  valiante  nation,  that  ingenious  pollicies  mighte 
throughly  joyne  with  strength  and  valiant  hartes  of  men. 
The  which  I  refcrre  to  your  Majesties  raoste  deepe  considera- 
tion, for  the  service  of  my  countrey,  holdinge  myselfe  here- 
by fully  every  waye  dischardged  in  dutie  bothe  towardes  your 
Majestic  and  my  countrey. 

Yoiu'  Majesties  moste  loyall  subjecte, 
and  faithfull  servant. 

Raphe  Rabbards*. 

•  The  writer  has  annosed  llie  following  note  adclrested  to  Lord  Durghle; : — 
"  At  your  Honors  plvasiire  and  leisure  I  shall  so  satistie  four  Lordship,  tlut 

you  shoil  not  douljle  of  the  peifonuance  of  theto,  which  nuue  shall  imowe  but  htx 

Majestic  aiid  your  Honor." 
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DR.  JOHN  DEE  TO  LORD  BURGIILEY*. 

[MS.  Lansd.  No.  19.  Art.  38.  Orig.] 

Right  honorable  and  my  singuler  good  Lord, — Whereas  of 
late  your  honor  very  favorably  used  me,  considering  your 
mervailous  skantnes  of  leysor  from  very  waighty  matters  and 
publiek :  I  am  now,  therefore,  most  humbly  to  render  thanks 
to  your  honor.  Sins  which  tyme  I  have  som  whole  dayes 
attended  at  London,  hoping  for  your  lordship  commmg 
thither.  And  on  fryday  last,  perceyving  your  honor  to  be 
almost  in  a  redines  to  ride  toward  the  court,  ere  I  could  get 
to  London  (after  I  hard  of  your  lordship  certayn  being  there) 
I  than  thowght  the  season  to  be  very  unfeete  for  my  purpose. 
Therfore  finding  your  Lordship,  at  all  tymes  of  usuall  access 
for  suters,  so  fraught  with  matters  of  more  importance  than 
any  of  myne  can  justly  be  deemed,  I  thowght  good  (with  your 
lordships  leave  and  favor)  thus  by  writing  to  enjoye  one 
howre  of  your  lordships  leisour  (best  known  to  your  Lord- 
ship onely,  whan  that  is)  to  vew  the  pattern  of  som  part  of  my 
symple  sute:  which  hertofore  I  wold  gladly  have  opened 
unto  your  honor  by  word  of  mowth ;  and  that  is  this.  So 
much  of  my  intent  and  studious  doings  is  well  known  unto 
your  honor,  and  the  most  part  of  all  universities  in  Christen- 
dome  (and  farder) ;  that  for  this  xx.  yeres  last  past,  and 
longer,  it  may  be  very  truely  avowched  that  I  have  had  a 
mervailous  zeale,  taken  very  greate  care,  endured  great  tra- 
vayle  and  toyle,  both  of  mynde  and  body,  and  spent  very 
many  hundred  powndes,  onely  for  the  attayning  some  good 
and  certayn  knowledg  in  the  best  and  rarest  matters  mathe- 
maticall  and  philosophicall.  How  Uttle  or  much  therin  the 
aetemall  God  hath  imparted  to  me  (for  my  talent)  He  onely 
best  knoweth.  But  certa3mly  by  due  conference  with  all  that 
ever  I  yet  met  with  in  Europe,  the  pore  English  Bryttains 
(II  favorite,  di  vostra  Excellentia)  hath  carried  the  bell  away. 
God  Almighty  have  the  glory !  The  same  zeale  remayneth 
(yea,  rather,  greater  is  grown).  But  the  habiUty,  for  chargis, 
is  far  lesser ;  and  that  som  what  occasioned  the  sooner,  throwgh 
my  frank  deaUng  for  procuring  and  purchasing  speady  meancs 
of  good  knowledg.    Which  also  I  did  uppon  no  small  hope 


*  This  letter  has  been  partly  printed  by  Strype,  in  his  Annals  of  the  Reformation, 
¥ol.  ii.  App.  xlv.  The  conclusion  of  it  is  a  striking  example  6f  the  little  attention  that 
was  paid  to  the  preservation  of  ancient  records ;  it  is  knovm,  from  Dr.  Dee's  well> 
known  memorial  addressed  to  Elizabeth  on  the  subject,  that  a  MS.  of  Cicero  '*  De 
Republica"  was  even  as  late  as  the  sixteenth  century  preserved  in  the  library  of  Can* 
torburv  cathedraL 
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that  som  nedefiill  supportail  wolde  be  for  ine  (in  due  t]^^| 
devysed:  eyther  tlirowgh  the  meer  and  gracious  fruod  ^vou 
that  !  was  perswaded  the  Q.  most  excellent    Majesty  did 
beare  unto  me,  or  cla  throwgh  the  procurement   of  soine  «if 
the    right  honorable  cowusaylours,  which    both    right   well 
knew,  by  bow  hard  deaUiig  my  father  Roland   Dee  (sen-snt 
to  her  MBJeatica  father  the  most  renowned  and   triumphant 
King  of  our  age)  was  disabled  for  leaving  unto  me  due  mayo- 
tenance:  and  also  sufficiently  understode  of  sundrv  sutes  in 
my  behalf  motioned,  for  some  ayde  toward  the  atcbering  of 
some  of  my  honest  intents.     Of  which  sutes  no  one  (hitKer- 
to)    hath  taken  the   wished  for  succeas,  for  any  my  behofe. 
Nay,  in  the  mean  tyme  of  some  my  travayles  beyond  the  aeaa, 
unleast    your    honor  had  put  to  your  helping   hand,  i  lisd 
bjn  defeated  of  that  httle  exhibition,  which  I  enjoye ;  bein; 
but  borrowed  a  nhile,  by  tipeciall  pri^nledge  and  favor  extn> 
ordinarj.     And  that  un\ri!lingly  un  my  part,  if  I  could  other 
wayes  have  had  the  supply  therof  in  like  yerely  value,  whidi 
(as  God  knowcth)  hndeth  not  me,  and  my  pore  familie,  ne- 
cessary meat,  drink,  and  fewel,  for  a  frugal!  and  philosopfai* 
call  dyet.     But  if  I  may  (with  your  Lordships  favor)  speak 
as  1  think,  unfaynedly :  nnleastyourhonor  had  supposed  that 
1  had  odly  committed  the  care  for  my  necessary  mayntcnaiice 
unto  some  other  noble  cownsaylour  than  yourself:  veryly  1 
judge,  that,  long  ere  this,  your  honor  would  have  made  me 
to  have  tasted  of  that  mcrvaylously  famous  your  honorable 
constant   and   lucky   favour   and   benedicite   of  the   Court 
Royall ;  whereby,  may  have  bin  and  ai-e  made  Uable  to  dis- 
pend  of  their  owne  yerely,  thre,  fowre,  five,  &c.  of  hundred 
pownds.     To  compare  with  any  of  them  in  desert  publik  or 
ierning,  I  neyther  dare,  nor  justly  can.     But  in  zeale  to  the 
brst  Ierning  and  knowledg,  and  in  incredible  toyle  of  body 
and  mynde,  very  many  yeres  therfore  onely  endured :  I  know 
most  assuredly  that  this  land  never  bred  any  man,  whose  ac- 
cownt  therin  can  evidently  be  proved  greater  than  myne.     I 
trust  that  this  my  simple  speche,  uttered  in  the  reconl  of  my 
conscience,  and  M'ith  a  sincere  estimate  both  of  myne  and  my 
predecessors  doings,  will  not  seme  to  your  wisdorae  arro- 
gantly vaunted ;  onely  God  can  make  the  perswaaion  of  the 
truth  hereof  to  settle  into  the  bottom  of  your  lordships  hart. 
And  fearing  to  offend  your  honor  any  way,  eyther  with  rude 
homelyness,  or  with  superfluitie  of  wordes,  1  will  cut  of  all 
such  digressions ;   and  committing  myself,  and  my  honest 
purposes,  wholy  to  your  Lordships  protection  and  direction 
henccfonvard,  1  beseche  your  honor  to  accept  my  faithfull 
good  meaning  toward   your    Lordship,   which,  dayly   and 
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howerly,  will  {by  God's  grace)  appeare  unto  your  tordship 
more  and  more  abimdaatly.  Returniug  now,  therefore,  to 
the  matter  wherof  I  last  (bymowth)  spake  unto  your  honor, 
and  which,  also,  was  the  last  principall  point  of  my  Bpedy  letter 
than  deUvered  to  your  Lordship, — A»  concerning  thresor  hid. 
First,  it  may  pleas  your  lordnhip  to  consider  this  clause 
truely  by  me  noted  out  of  Theseus  Ambrosius,  fol.  206,  b. 
In  copiosa  ilia  Antonii  de  Faitlis  Tartnsini  Hbrorum  mullitn- 
dine,  mapnum  sane  volumen  rfpertumfuit,  in  t/uo  abdita  fpmm 
plurima,  et  saliit  abunde  curioaa,  tarn  ad  pkiiuaophium,  medi- 
cinain,  et  kerbaram  witiontiti,  quam  eliavi  ad  ustrohgiam,  geo- 
vumtiam,  et  magiam.  pertinentia  conlinebaniitr.  Et  in  efU3 
prtecipua  qnadam  parte  tractabalur  de  thesauria  per  totnm 
/ere  orbem  reconditis  atque  latentibus,  quorum  admodum  clara 
atque  apecifica  nolio  haberi  poterat,  ^c.  Secondly  out  of 
Henricus  Leicestreusis  (I  aupj)0se)  tt  is  noted,  in  the  sum- 
mary of  Knglish  chronicles,  anno  1.^44,  of  a  Sarazin  commin^ 
than  to  Erie  Warren,  as  concerning  a  great  threaaor  hid  in 
his  grownd,  in  the  Marches  of  Wales,  and  of  the  good  suc- 
cess therof.  Thirdly  (for  this  xx.  yeres  space)  I  have  had 
sundry  such  matters  detected  unto  me,  in  sundry  lauds. 
Fowrthly,  of  late,  I  have  byn  sued  unto  by  diverse  sorts  of 

Eeople,  oi  which,  some  by  vehement  iterated  dreames,  some 
y  vision,  as  they  have  thowght,  other,  by  speche  forced  t« 
their  imagination  by  night,  have  byn  informed  of  certayii 
places  where  threasor  doth  lye  hid;  which  all,  for  feare  of 
kepars,  aa  the  phrase  commonly  nameth  them,  or  for  mistrust 
of  truth  in  the  places  assigned,  and  some  for  some  other 
causes,  have  forborn  to  deale  I'urder,  unleast  1  shold  corrage 
them,  or  cownsaile  them,  how  to  procede.  Wherein  1  have 
allways  byn  contented  to  heare  the  histories,  fantasies,  or  il- 
lusions to  me  reported,  but  never  entermeddted  according  to 
the  desire  of  such.     Hereof  might  grow  many  articles  of 

Surstion  and  controversie  among  the  common  lemed;  and 
Icruple  among  the  theologians :  which  all  1  cut  of  from  this 
place,  ready  to  answer  ouely  your  Lordship  most  largely,  in 
termes  of  godly  philosophic,  whan  opportunitie  shall  serve  j 
making  small  accovmt  of  vulgar  opinions  in  matter  of  so  rare 
knowledgr  but  making  allways  my  chief  reckening  to  do  no- 
thinj;  but  that  which  may  stand  with  the  profession  of  a  true 
Cliristiun,  and  of  a  faithfull  subject.  But,  if,  (besides  all 
bokes,  drearaea,  viaioiig,  reports  and  virgula  divina)  by  any 
other  naturall  meanes  and  likely  demonstrations  of  sympalkia 
and  antipathia  rerum,  or  by  attraction  and  repulsion,  the  places 
may  be  discrAcd  or  discovered,  where  (fohi,  silver,  or  better 
matter,  doth  lye  hid,  within  a  certayne  distance :  how  great  a 
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MiotBMMlitT  kitoU  it  be  fiv  the  Qiienens  Miijoittie,  and  ^ 
nun«eftleoftliiiKiwdeine,bTSucha»rrnrt.  DotuafJ^ 
tar  hid  nsy  be  deapaetnl  tn  prvcUe  pLurv :  but.  also,  it 
be  (BkIdmiI  when,  m  tlu*  iaad,  tav  mvnc*,  vavnes,  or 
of  p>ld  or  slTfT  be  oatarally  planted  Aitd  here  (by  the ' 
1  must  note  onto  f  oar  LonJstiip  the  name  and  ar^nM 
one  strange  bake,  which,  in  otd  trine,  «as  in  this  land, — J 
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mi^meatHtiUMmUenvneat,  foajfcwMxa,  f/wrtM,  antra  et  hdet 
latHmlty  emKenmlatpte  terrarmm,  fiortmiatf*,  profiimdUi 
tumtawitattiqme  tsttt*  aw<i  maierialu,  et  amlntu*  *u6ttu 
ram  faaam-ui  Ma^itfa/iM.  So  that  hy  this  aud  the  fin 
bolce  it  mBT  appeare  what  manner  of  philo«opbers  and 
thematiciena  have  bin  in  tymes  past.  CMiclusiooally  t] 
in  respect  of  all  the  premisses,  one  part  of  my  present  i 
unto  jour  honor  is  that,  hy  vour  lordnhips  visdoin^ 
Queens  JfajesUe  maj  be  induced  to  think  ^omn-hat  fuvoS 
(as  Terr  manv  other,  noble  and  lemed,  of  forravn  lan^ 
of  my  great  tiayaiks.  patknce,  ooastancy,  cust^  and  en 
in  matter!  phiLosophicall  and  mathcmaticall :  and  thereupt 
in  the  ende  of  mr  caietidl  race,  to  let  some  token  of  her  J 
jesties  rovaD  good  affection  procedc  tovrard  me,  whomef  y 
lordship  knoweth  (or  may  know)  that  emperors^  kir 
princes,  dukes,  marchiscs,  eries.  barons,  and  other  mi 
men,  of  great  po^^re  and  maguiticeut  courrage,  have  si 
unto  (in  my  t}~me)  to  eiijuye  my  simple  talent,  in  their  t 
vice  or  company :  to  whome  all,  I  ever  have  given  ans* 
(as  my  duety  itos,  and  mv  stomach  served  nie  therto)  for 
honor  of  my  natiirall  aud  drad  soveraigne  (for  that  tyi 
here  raigning.  Your  honor  knoweth  that  thresor  trouve 
a  very  casuall  thing :  and  of  which,  althowgh  the  prcrogat 
of  the  Q.  Majestic  do  entitle  to  her  a  proprietie,  yet  hon- 1 
dome  her  Grace  hath  hitherto  recejTea  any  commodity  th 
bv, — it  is  to  vour  honor  better  known,  than  unto  me.  £ 
as  for  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  to  be  in  England  or  Ireitu 
many  have  written  and  reported  both  of  old  tyme,  and  latt 
as  I  think,  your  honor  hath,  ere  this,  hard  abundantly  d 
conrsed.  The  value  of  a  myne  is  a  matter  for  a  Kin] 
threasor ;  but  a  pot  of  two  or  three  hundred  pownds,  & 
hid  in  the  grownd,  wall,  or  tree,  Is  hut  tlie  price  of  a  go 
boke  or  instrument  for  perspective,  astronomy,  or  som  ft 
of  importance.  And  trucly  vulgar,  obscure  persons,  as  1 
siers  and  tanners,  can  (by  colour  of  seking  assays  of  metal 
for  the  say  master)  enjoye  liberty  to  content  their  fantas: 
to  dig  after  drcmish  demon stratiuiis  of  places,  &c.  May  ii 
1,  than  (in  respect  of  all  the  Ibrmtr  allegationa  of  my  paii 
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cnst,  nnd  credit,  in  matters  |i)iilosophicaU  and  mathematical]} 
vf  no  better  or  easyer  way  to  serve  my  turn  will  fall  t"  my 
lot  bom  her  Majesties  hands  ;  may  not  I  than  [1  say)  he 
thowght  to  meaue  and  intend  good  service  toward  the  Ci. 
Majestie  and  this  realme,  if  1  will  do  the  best  I  can  at  my 
own  costia  and  cliargis,  to  diseover,  and  deliver  true  profe  of 
a  myne,  vayii,  or  owre  of  gold,  or  silver,  in  some  one  place 
of  her  graces  kingdoms  and  dominions,  to  her  graces  onely 
use ;  in  respect,  I  mean,  of  any  my  demaund  or  part  to  be 
bad  therof.  But  uppon  this  comfortable  consideration,  that 
her  Majesty  do  frely  give  unto  me,  by  good  warranty  and 
assurance  of  her  letters-patents,  her  right  and  propriety  to 
bU  thresor  irovve,  and  such  things  commodious,  as  (under 
that  name  and  meaning  comprised)  by  di^ng  or  search  any 
where,  in  her  {jracea  kingdomes  and  dominions,  I,  or  my  as- 
signes  shaJI  come  to,  or  finde:  and  with  all  good  warranty 
(for,  my  indemnity)  agayn  all  laws  and  persons,  to  make  serch 
by  digging,  or  otherwise.  And  this  to  dure  the  terme  of  my 
life.  And  in  token  of  my  hart  fully  bent  to  shew  myself 
thankfidl  to  your  lordaliip  for  compasing  eyther  of  these  two 
wayes  :  (1  mean  eyther  an  easyer  means  of  provision,  for  two 
hundred  pown Js,  yerely,  during  my  life :  or  this  casual  marts 
of  paynfull  search) ;  before  God,  1  promise  unto  your  lord- 
ship (or  will  by  oth  uppon  the  Evangelists  be  bownde)  of  all 
t/iremr  trouv4  (commyng  to  my  hands)  to  impart  unto  your 
lordship,  or  your  assigncs,  the  one  half,  during  my  life. 
Moreover  your  Lordship  may  be  most  assured  that  any  no- 
table benefit  (throwgh  your  L.  meanes)  bestowed  uppon  me 
now  in  the  very  pynch  and  opportunytie,  shall  not,  ne  yet 
can,  be  hid  under  a  bushell :  but  is  like  with  your  L.  famous 
renown,  very  far  immortally  to  be  blazed.  The  third  and 
last  principall  point  of  this  my  present  sute  to  your  L.,  is  for 
your  L.  hand  to  a  letter  directed  to  Mr.  Harly,  kepcr  of  the 
records  of  Wigmor  castell,  or  to  whomc,  in  this  case,  it  doth 
appertuyn.  For  that,  at  my  late  being  there,  I  espied  an 
heap  of  old  papers  and  parchments,  obligations,  acquittances, 
accownta,  &c.  (in  tyme  past  belonging  to  the  abbuy  of  Wig- 
mor) and  there  to  lye  rotting,  spoyled,  and  tossed,  in  an  old 
decayed  chappell,  not  committed  to  any  man's  speciall  charge: 
but  thre  quarters  of  them  I  understand  to  have  byn  token 
away  by  diverse  (eyther  taylors,  or  others,  in  tymcs  past). 
Now  my  fantasie  is  that,  in  som  of  them,  will  be  some  men- 
tion made  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  those  dayes,  where- 
by (eyther  for  chronicle  or  pedigree)  som  good  matter  may  bo 
nllected  out  of  them  by  me  (at  my  leysor)  by  the  way  of  a 
Bcreation.     And  whatsoever  I  shall  finde  in  them,  eyther  of 
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joiir  L.  ancestors  {iu  direct  line,  braunche,  cnllnterall,  i-r 
match)  wherin  I  am  not  utterly  ignorant :  cyther  of  any  otbrr 
matter  worthy  your  lordships  knowledg;  I  will  make  true 
report,  and  deliver  the  same  to  your  L.  ordring ;  but  ela  tbei- 
ar  to  unclcnly  (sora  of  them)  for  your  L.  eyes  to  behold. 
Thus,  in  the  perswaded  security  of  your  L.  ravorable  inter- 
preting of  all  the  premisses,  I  ende  this  long  letter,  beseech- 
ing the  blessed  Trinity  that  this  florishing  kingdome  may 
long  enjoye  the  great  talent  committed  to  your  L,  (from 
above)  and,  on  your  L,  behalf,  moste  wisely  employed  to  the 
vclth  and  tranquiliu-e  of  this  kingdome. 
This  3  of  October,  1574. 

Your  L.  moet  bownden, 

JOHN  DEE. 
To  the  right  /lonorab/e  and  my  ginffular 
good  lord  and  patron,  (tie  L,  Burgh- 
ley,  Lord  High  Tfireasorer  of  EngUtnd. 


HUMPHREY  COLE  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  Ur,sU.  No.  2G.  Art.  22.  Orig.] 

4th  December,  1578. 
Righte  Honourable, — Whereas  Mr.  Edwarde  Dyer  pre- 
sented to  your  honour  a  peece  of  greene  owre  which  he  had 
of  me,  yt  was  your  honour's  pleasure  that  I  should   make 
serche  for  it  at  my  goinge  into  the  northe,  which  I  ac»x>m- 

{ dished  according  to  your  honnour's  appointemente,  and  have 
irought  some  of  it  with  me  from  the  place  where  it  was  got- 
ten ;  the  ivhiche  I  woulde  have  presented  to  your  honnour 
longe  before  this  tymc,  but  for  that  I  dwell  in  London,  1 
durst  not  prcsiime  to  come  to  the  courte  unto  you.  Where- 
fore 1  have  nowe  sente  the  same  unto  your  honnours  by  Mr. 
Walter,  one  of  your  gentlemen,  certefienge  your  honnour 
that  it  was  founde  in  the  digging  of  a  quarry  in  the  grounde 
of  Mr.  Robert  Bowes  of  Aske  in  the  Countie  of  Richemonde, 
8oe  necre  unto  his  house  there  (u[)on  the  which  he  is  nowe 
bestowinge  greate  coste  in  buildinges)  that  in  the  digging 
for  the  same  owre  his  bowse  may  be  undermined.  Howbeit 
there  be  other  places  thereaboute  wherein  the  same  owre,  or 
the  like,  in  good  plentie  might  he  serched  and  founde ;  for 
there  was  plentie  of  it  in  that  place  where  I  had  this,  but  1 
jterceave  the  said  gentleman  dare  not  digge  for  it,  fur  that  he 
I'eareth  thereby  to  undermyne  and  hurte  the  foundacion  of 
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his  snid  house,  and  it  ajipeareth  thnt  in  old  tyme  there  hatht- 
bene  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  same  place  f^-eate 
woorkinge,  but  noe  man  to  this  daye  knoweth  to  ivhnt  [iiir- 
poae.  Onelie  this  1  heare,  that  there  nas  an  oldc  rccorde 
fouud  mencioniiigc  that  those  hilles  thereaboutes  were  called 
riche  mounts  or  diviles  monies,  whereof  the  townc  of  Rich- 
mont  took  the  name  and  was  called  Richmoimts.  And  thus 
I  am  bolde  to  declare  the  reportc  thereof  to  your  honnoiir,  as 
yt  was  tolde  unto  me ;  and  I  doubte  not  to  discover  manie 
protitable  thinges  bothe  there  and  in  other  places  in  that 
countrey,  ifl  had  occasion  to  remaine  thcreaboute.  And  if 
it  please  your  honnour  to  use  my  service  in  this  or  anie  other 
thingea  according  to  my  skill,  I  am  at  youre  honnors  co- 
mamidemente,  havinge  founde  you  ray  good  lord  at  all 
times.  For  by  your  good  meanes  I  was  placed  in  the  tower 
to  serve  the  Qiiene  in  the  mynte  to  doe  the  servyces  pcrteyn- 
inge  to  the  mill,  that,  when  Eloy  the  fJrenchman  shoulde  be 
taken  therefrom  by  death  or  otherwise,  I  should  enjoye  the 
same.  And  townrde  my  slaic  of  Uvinge  till  that  office  aboulde 
fall,  there  was  alowed  unto  me  the  flee  of  the  sincker  of  the 
stampes,  being  £20  by  yere;  and  he  that  nowe  eserciseth 
that  place  hath  not  other  thing  to  live  on  but  the  half  of  my 
ffee.  And  nowe  he  refuseth  to  serve  in  it  anie  longer,  where- 
fore I  humbhe  besech  your  honour  to  continewe  my  good 
lorde,  that  I  maye  be  established  in  that  house,  office  and 
ffee,  which  the  said  Eloy  had,  which  1  have  staied  for  theis 
XX*''.  yeres,  and  thereby  spente  the  best  of  my  tyme  to  my 
greate  hindraunce,  lackinge  sufficiente  mdntcnaunce  for  me 
and  my  family.  Albeit  that  I  hoped,  by  the  service  whiche  I 
have  donne  and  can  doe,  both  in  this  respecte  and  in  manie 
other  thinges,  if  I  were  called  thereto,  to  have  obteigoed  some 
Buche  prefermente  before  this  time,  as  that  I  should  not  nowe 
have  bene  destitute  of  hvinge  in  this  my  olde  age.  And  thus 
remayninge  alwales  readie  to  serve  the  Queues  Majesty,  and 
I  to  die  in  hir  service,  I  praie  God  that  hir  noble  highncs  maie 
I  bave  a  longe lief,  that  I  and  manie  other  maie  sene  hir  manic 
K  yeres,  and  that  your  honnours  health  and  prosperous  estate 
I  maye  longe  contynewe. 

From  London  this  liij.th  of  December,  157^. 

Your  honor's  muste  humble  auppliante, 
HUMFREY  COLE*. 
\'To  the  right  konnourable  and  his  singuler 
good  Lorde  the  L.  Burifhleij,  Liirdv 
flighe  Treaaorer  of  England. 


J 
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DR.  JOHN  DEE  TO  CHARLES  JACKMAN 
ARTHUR  PETT. 


I 


[MS.  Unsd.  No.  122,  Art.  S.  Orig.] 

Inatnidions  for  the  two  mrulers,  Charles  Jaehman  and  At 

Peli,  ffeven  and  delyvered  to  them,  at  the  Court  day  ka 

at  the  Mwirfuwy  kou»e,  the  IJlh  of  May,  anno  I3K<^  \ 

whMi  inglrncliouM  a  nero  charie  {made  by  haruf)  m^om  ^ 

ttlho  to  tche  of  the  »ayd  two  Ma»ttT»,  rxprtssing  their  O^ 

voyage  more  exactly  then  any  other  yet  publiahed.  a 

In  the  name  of  Jcsub!  ( 

Yf  we  rt'cken  from  Wardhoiise  to  Colgoyeve  Hand  | 

myles,  for  allmoBt  20  ttegrees  difference,  only  of  longiflj 

reiy  nere  east  and  west,  and  abowt  the  latitude  of  J0§.     ( 

And  from  Colgoyeve  to  Vaygatz  200  myles,  for  lO  degi 

difference  (only  in  longitude)  at  70  degrees  of  latitude  ^jj 

And  from  Vaj-gatz  to  the  promontory  Tahin,  being  GU 

grees  different  in  longitude;  (Uie  whole  courac  or  sboq 

distance  bctwene  which  two  is  allso  east  and  west,  in  Um 

titude  likewise  of  JO)  are  1200  mvles.   Then  is  summa  tM 

from  Wardhouse  to  Tabin,  600  leages  or  180O  myles  S 

liah. 

Therefore  allowing  in  a  discovery  voyage,  for  one  day  w 
an  other,  hut  50  myles  Englisti  ;  yt  is  evidpnt  that  fr 
Wardhouse  to  Tahin,  the  course  may  be  sayled  easily  in 
daycs.  But  by  God's  help,  it  may  be  fynisshed  in  mi 
shorter  tvme :  both  by  help  of  wynde  prosperous,  and  ly{ 
continual!  for  the  tjnne  requisite  thereto. 

When  you  are  past  Tabin,  or  come  to  the  longitude  of  1 
(as  your  charte  sheweth)  or  2,  A,  4,  or  5  degrees  fan 
easterly,  it  is  probable  that  you  shall  fynde  the  lande  on  y< 
right  hand,  running  much  aowtherly  and  eastward,  in  wh 
course  you  are  like  either  to  fall  into  the  mowth  of  the  fame 
rjTer  Oechardes,  or  some  other :  which  (yet)  1  conjecture, 
pas  bv  the  renowned  City  of  Cambalu :  and  that  mouth 
be  in  the  latitude  abowt  50  or  52  degrees,  and  within  300 
400  myles  of  Cambalu,  ytscif  being  in  latitude  abowt  45  ( 

(*miD(ico/JnM/ in  Ihe  British  Miiseum,  mentions  "  olJ  Humphrie  Cole"  i 
"  iiiBllicruaticil  mechnnicinti"  x  nnd  be  a|>|)liei  the  samG  icnn  to  liini  in  hii  « 
rntltled  Piercet  Suprrrrogaliim,  4to.  Lond.  U93,  p.  190.  Uilliam  Itourac  i 
in  his  Inpmlioni  or  Oerift,  Loud.  1578,  (i.  17,  makei  bonoimbte  mention  of  ' 
u  aa  inveator.  A  laathemntical-instnimenl-iiiiker  of  the  tune  nime,  lii 
"  ncerc  unto  the  North  dore  "  of  St.  Paul'*,  is  nienlioned  ly  Woiwp  in  bia  « 
cnlilird  Diteovrrif  i^nndrie  errori  and  fauUt  daiti/  mrnntitlrd  li/  Ijntdr-mea> 
4lo,  Lund.  1&B2;  liitt  [  am  upccrtaiii  Hhellier  lliii  IdUer  iiiiliM  TcTtrstolheki 
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grees  sowtherly  of  the  said  river  mowth  :  or  els,  that  you 
shall  trend  about  the  very  northen  and  most  easterly  poynt 
of  all  Asia,  passing  by  the  province  Ania,  and  then  in  the  la- 
titude of  46,  keping  still  the  land  in  vewe  on  your  right  hand 
(as  nere  as  you  may  with  safety)  you  may  enter  into  Quinsay 
haven,  being  the  chief  city  in  the  northen  China,  as  I  terme 
yt,  for  distinction  sake,  from  the  other  better  known. 

And  in,  or  about  eyther,  or  both  of  these  two  warme  places, 
you  may  (to  great  good  purpose)  be  occupyed  the  whole 
wynter  after  your  aryvall  in  those  quarters :  as,  sometyme  by 
sea,  sometyme  in  notable  fresh  ryvers,  sometymes  in  discrete 
vew,  and  noting  down  the  situation  of  cities  within  land,  &c.: 
and  ever  assaying  to  come  by  some  chartes,  or  maps,  of  the 
cuntry,  made  and  printed  in  Cathay  or  China ;  ana  by  some 
of  their  bookes  likewise,  for  language,  &c. 

You  may  have  opportunity  allso  to  sayle  over  to  Japan 
Hand,  where  you  shall  fynde  Christen  men,  Jesuites  of  many 
cuntries  of  Christendom,  and  perhaps  some  Englishemen ; 
at  whose  hands  you  may  have  great  instruction  and  advise 
for  our  afiayres  in  hand.  God  be  favorable  to  these  attempts, 
greatly  tending  to  his  glory,  and  the  great  honour  of  this 
kingdome !     Amen*. 

Anno  1580.A.  Maij.  15. 

By  me  John  Dee. 


STEPHEN  POWLE  TO  MR.  WEST. 

[MS.  Lansd.  No.  100.  Art.  19.] 

The  coppie  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  West  whearin  is  the  tower 
and/abricke  of  the  horologe  in  Strasbourg  described. 

Right  worshipfull  Sir,  and  my  moste  especiall  good  frend ; 
Whereas  it  pleased  you  in  your  letter  dated  the  8.  of  No-  — - 
vember,  moste  courteously  to  request  that  of  me  which  your 
manifowld  desertes  of  right  might  have  oommaunded,  I  have 
endeavored,  accordinge  to  the  utmoste  of  my  power,  w)uch 
doth  shewe  the  smalnes  of  my  skill,  to  satisfie  your  request 
therein,  and  have  noted  the  particular  poinctes  of  the  tower 
and  clocke  of  Strasbourge ;  wherein,  because  I  finde  many  ^ 
thinges  farr  to  exceed  the  reporte,  therefore  I  feare  to  under- 
take this  bould  enterprice,  to  send  them  put  downe  in  wri- 
tinge.     For  as  Allexander,  which  was  the  only  monarch  was 

*  Among  the  Harleian  charters,  EE.  xix.,  is  "  the  counterfet  of  Mr.  Fernando 
Simon  his  sea  charte,  whiche  he  lent  unto  my  master  at  MortUke,  anno  1580." 
In  the  same  collection,  EE.  xvii.,  is  Dr.  Dee's  own  chart. 
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never  pourtractcd  in  table  but  of  Apellcs,  never  gntrvn  in 
bnisae  but  of  Liaippu-t,  nor  at  any  tyme  praised  in  aftsembla 
but  of  Ephestion,  least  by  the  unskilfiiliiea  of  any  other  the 
glory  of  his  renoiine  might  be  empaired ;  so  of  right  tba 
tower,  which  is  tlie  only  wonder  1  heare  of,  should  never  be 
described  but  of  sutche  exqui^t  men  in  paintinge,  caninge 
and  speach,  as  weare  those  forenamed  persons ;  and  myself 
ongbt  rather  to  be  silent  (beinge  acquainted  nitb  mine  ownc 
simplicitie  in  that  behalf),  then  by  endeavoringe  to  describe 
the  workmanshipp  detract  from  the  wonder  and  mervnile 
that  all  menn  have  so  justly  thereof  conceaved.  But  as  those 
that  had  the  vewe  of  the  pyramides  in  Egipt  weare  rather 
astonid  nith  the  sight,  then  able  to  decypher  those  hidden 
misteries  covered  with  the  shoe  of  hieroglificall  beaates,  and 
therefore  they  presented  the  formes  and  models  thereof  only 
unto  there  frendes  at  there  retoorne.toprocure  therein  alsother 
delight.  In  like  sorte  myself,  in  behoulding«  theise  German 
pyramides  with  an  admiringe  mynde,  following  there  exam- 
ple, have  sent  you  heer  enclosed  theise  two  shcetes  of  [>aper, 
which  doe  figure  foorth,  although  obscurely,  the  shiuinge  c\- 
cellencye  of  that  they  represent ;  wishingc  there  all  thut  the 
painters  cunniiige  had  been  aunswerable  to  ther  curious 
fames,  for  then  your  pleasure  should  have  been  in  every  re- 
spect equall  with  your  desyre.  But  this  want  of  his  must 
he  suppbed  with  your  judgement,  which  like  the  nkilful  geo- 
metrician, cann  by  one  smale  part  proportionably  gather  the 
whoale  boddie,  or  by  measuringe  only  the  sbadowc  disceroe 
the  heyth  of  the  tower ;  and  like  unto  Fithagoras  that  find- 
inge  in  ludis  Olympiacis  but  one  stadium,  which  contayned 
three  hundred  feet,  therbie  conceive  the  huge  monstrous 
stature  of  the  geant  Hercules  the  measurer  thereof.  But 
yeat  least  you,  by  bebouldlnge  theis  dumme,  silent  and  mute 
pictures,  finde  more  to  amaze  your  minde,  then  to  delight 
your  eye,  I  present  myself  unto  you  as  a  bashfuU  tnijih- 
man  to  unfnuld  there  inenninge.  Yf  I  interpret  there  wonles 
amis  attribut  tiiat  fault  to  my  unskilfiilnes  of  there  speech, 
because  they  be  Germans  by  nature,  and  myself  am  not  i>er- 
tectly  acquainted  with  there  tounge,  by  reason  of  the  smalnca 
of  my  continuaunce :  1  might  also  add  this  for  a  more  juste 
excuse,  that  1  am  not  a  prufessour  of  there  arte,  and  there- 
fore uiifitt  to  be  an  exprcssour  of  there  misteries.  But  that 
which  embouldeneth  me  is  this,  that  though  I  auuswcre  not 
there  worthines,  yet  I  shall  after  a  sort  observe  decorum,  in 
beinge  as  farr  of  from  presentinge  the  vearj-  truth  by  my 
penn,  as  the  piuDter  is  from  describinge  the  lively  vew  thereof 
by  the  draught  of  his  peusell. 
The  citic  of  Strasbourge  is  called  in  Latin  Argentina,  (or 
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the  nombcr  of  silver  mjnes  which  be  foiuide  in  the  coiitry  of 
Alsatia,  wherein  it  is  seated.  The  which,  as  it  hath  the  walles 
fortified  with  moste  artidciall  biilwarkes  for  to  defeud  them 
without  from  the  force  of  enemies,  so  the  houses  be  adorned 
with  moste  curious  paintings  to  delight  within  the  behoulders : 
for  the  excellencie  of  both  which  it  is  placed  emon^st  the 
cheef  cities  in  theise  partes  of  Germany,  and  renounid  through 
all  Europe  for  the  workmanshipp  of  the  tower,  and  the  artifi- 
ciidt  niocions,  moral!  figures  and  astrooomicall  instruments 
inclosed  in  the  fabricke  of  a  clocke.  The  tower  is  moate 
spoken  of  for  the  arte  in  rttarlnge  up  a  heane  of  so  many 
stones,  ahnost  contrary  to  nature,  six  hundred  foote  higbe  in 
the  aire,  so  geometrically  that  it  seameth  rather  to  hange 
therein  then  lean  on  any  sure  fondation,  and  that  it  hath 
continewed  almost  this  four  hundred  yeares.  I  assure  you, 
sir,  to  behoulde  the  same,  beinge  in  the  topp  thereof,  it  seam- 
eth to  have  threatned  mine  ever  since  the  first  hower  it  was 
budt,  passadge  lying  open  through  every  stone  thereof  to  the 
windc  and  the  weather  in  sutch  sorte  that  I  scarcely  remem- 
ber my  beinge  on  the  heith  thereof  without  a  tremhlinge  ter- 
roiu:,  consideringc  that  1  might  have  fallen  to  the  grownde 
every  moment  throwghc  the  same.  There  is  added  to  tliia 
rare  heith  a  mervelous  sensible  deceipt  of  tlie  behoidder,  for 
it  seameth  not  to  be  by  the  halt'  so  high,  to  Ifeiu^the  vewe 
thereof  from  the  foundation.  I  attribute  this  to  the  smalc 
hould  the  bcames  of  the  eyes  can  have  on  the  stones  of  this 
buildiuge,  beinge  everie  waie  (as  1  before  have  mencioned) 
perflatiles,  and  the  force  of  the  sight  beinge  divided  into  so 
many  and  sundry  partes  (by  the  meanes  of  those  chiones  it 
ligliteth  on  when  any  man  looketh  up  to  the  tower,}  is  made 
more  weake  and  feable,  and,  therefore,  cannot  by  reflection 
bringti  backe  to  the  eyes  the  perfect  forme  of  the  object ;  for 
the  sence  of  seinge  beinge  the  servaunt  of  the  myncle,  <lootb 
represent  by  the  eyes  (wliich  be,  as  Plato  termeth  them,  ad 
enimam  perforaiie  fenestra,)  the  trew  shape  of  that  thinge  it 
I  was  commaimded  to  behould,  sendinge  fortfie  his  beames,  as 
bailifs,  to  arest  the  object  to  appeare  before  reason  that  keap- 
eth  his  coort  in  man's  mynde;  which,  beinge  vearye  srtirte, 
escapeth,  and  is  not  attayned  to  by  pursute;  and  by  that 
reason,  lookinge  on  a  whirlinge  wheele,  wee  disceme  not  the 
spookes  thereof,  nor  on  birdes  dyinge  wee  see  no  fothcra; 
or  yf  the  object  be  veary  farr  of,  as  out  of  his  b^liwike,  he  re- 
L  tuometh  iwn  est  inventus ;  and  therefore  we  attdne  not  by 
*  sight  the  grasse  that  groweth  on  niountaines  farr  of,  nor  dis- 
p  ccrn  branches  though  wee  behould  the  trees;  or  if  they  be 
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but  informed  by  others,  then  they  reporte  falsly ;  and  I 
fore  men  behouldinge  the  moone  in  the  horizon,  through  and 
by  the  meane  of  the  moist  and  vaperoua  luer,  the  eies  reporte 
to  the  minde  the  moone  to  be  bigger  then  it  i»  2  howien 
after :  and  an  ower  to  be  broken  in  the  waves  that  is  whole; 
a  penny  in  a  boule  of  water  to  be  a  grote  for  bi^es ;  or,  if 
theisc  ballifes  meet  with  an  artificial!  object,  then  as  wilhi 
siiptill  sophisler,  beinge  deluded,  they  err  in  there  arrant 
likewise ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why  Zenxts'  painted  grapes 
dasled  the  sighte  of  the  birdes,  and  whyc  Parrhnsius  coort- 
ine  deceaved  Zeuxis  the  painter;  that  Pigmalion's  handes, 
in  beinge  in  love  with  his  owne  picture,  deceaved  his  eyes; 
and  to  applie  it  to  this  present  example,  this  seameth  to  me 
the  reason  why  this  artiliciall  tower  deceaveth  the  behoulder. 
In  the  fabricke  of  the  clocke  which  staodeth  in  the  church, 
nature  for  geavinge  sutch  an  excellent  subject  to  woork  on, 
the  nill  of  the  devisor  for  his  invention  and  disposition,  and 
the  handes  of  the  artificers  for  there  exquisiteoes  in  graringe, 
carvinge  and  paintinge,  and  all  three  for  the  consent  tficy 
had  in  the  perfettinge  this  rare  devise,  are  so  much  to  be  woir- 
dered  at,  that  the  behoulder  remaineth  douptfuU  to  which 
lie  shoold  gciive  the  glory  or  praise,  for  it  should  seem  they 
all  cnntendud  for  the  highest  point  of  wondcrfull  admiration. 
Nature  hath  geaven  a  kinde  of  woode,  called  Zilly,  which 
hardly  can  be  discerned  from  stone.  The  devisor  hath  placed 
in  this,  besides  divers  incredible  motions,  the  best  instru- 
ments of  astronomy ;  and  the  painters  hath  bestowed  thereon 
the  summe  of  their  cunninge  and  the  perfection  of  there  arte, 
To  rctoorne  to  the  devise,  therein  is  to  be  seen  a  shoe  of  eter- 
nitie;  the  beginninge  of  Tymeandavewe  of  Age;  the  periods 
of  the  planetes;  the  yearly  and  dailie  motion  of  the  soonnein 
the  zodiake;  the  convertion  of  the  moone  in  her  cycle,  and  a 
more  particular  distinction  of  tyme  by  motions  artificiall  of 
weakes,  daics,  bowers,  quarters  and  minutes:  adorned  also 
it  is  with  beautifull  pictures  of  holly  and  prophane  stories, 
and  with  admirable  motions  of  men,  beastes  and  birdes.  To 
entreat  of  theis  partes  in  order  doth  cause  me  to  be  prepos- 
terous, for  first  I  must  describe  the  bcele  and  after,  last  ot  all, 
the  heade.  Etemitic  is  partly  figured  by  the  begininge,  and 
partly  also  by  the  laste  parte  of  the  fabricke.  The  pellican 
that  supporteth  the  globe  dooth  represent  the  poet's  Atlas, 
whome  they  fained  to  bcare  the  woorld  on  his  shouldiers ;  but 
Christians  do  resemble  it  to  our  Saviour,  by  whome  all  thinges 
have  there  life,  as  the  globe  hath  hir  motion  by  the  instru- 
mentes  conveyed  in  the  belly  of  the  pellican.    Tyme  is  ligured 


by  the  heavenly  globe ;  for  as  by  the  one  wee  knowe  the  re- 
volution of  the  moveable  yeare,  bo  by  the  other  wee  disceme 
the  disiinction  of  all  motion,  for  the  philosophers  defiue  tyme 
to  be  mewmra  motiu.  Before  the  heavens  weare  created 
there  wa?  no  naturall  motion^  and,  by  that  reason,  there 
wold  be  no  mensura  motrts.  Tlint  estate  of  beinge  which  was 
before  the  creaciou  of  the  woorld  was  called  therefore  eter- 
iiitie ;  because  therefore  the  jicllican  is  placed  firste,  out  of 
which  proceedeth  the  cause  of  the  motion  of  the  globe  which 
representeth  the  woorld,  therefore  the  pellican  figureth  furth 
cteroitie,  and  the  globe  representeth  the  begtninge  of  tyme. 
The  globe  is  moved  every  daie  by  a  circular  and  violent  mo- 
tion, and  therein  the  soone  in  his  naturall  coorse  kepeth  the 
cchpticall  hne,  whoe,  although  he  be  likewise  whirled  about 
by  the  violence  ot primum  mo/nle  everie  daie  from  the  east  to 
the  weast,  ytat  in  his  zodiake  he  Bnissheth  his  naturall  coorcc 
from  the  weast  to  the  easte  every  yeare ;  which  tjine  is  said 
to  be  his  jieriod,  as  that  also  of  the  moone  in  twentie  eight 
dales  and  eight  minutes;  that  of  Saturne  in  thirtie  yeare; 
Jubiter  in  five  yeai'e  and  eight  dayes,  and  so  likwiae  of  the 
reste ;  and  that  of  the  eighth  sjiher  (which  is  tcarmed  coFlum 
xieilatum),  where  the  tixcd  starres  remayne  in  siic  and  thirtie 
thowsand  yeares,  which  Is  the  period  of  the  spher,  and  it  is 
called  magiats  annus  Platonis,  because  he  held  opinion  that 
then  all  thingea  should  beginne  anew.  The  third  yallowe 
great  compas  (that  resembleth  after  a  sorte  a  wheele,  by  rea- 
son of  the  forme  and  read  hnes  that  be  like  spookes,)  setteth 
forth  a  Callander  for  one  hundred  yeares  (in  the  4  corners  of 
which  be  described  the  4  monarchies],  which  was  called  of  the 
poelcs  the  age  of  man,  and  therefore  they  fained  that  Nestor 
lived  three  men's  lives,  because  he  was  three  hundred  yeares 
ijwid,  and  this  callander  doth  morally  signifie  age,  and  parti- 
cular describeth  the  daiea  of  the  moneth,  the  letter  Domini- 
call,  the  Bpact,  and  the  gouldcn  number,  all  n  hieh  be  shewed 
by  the  arrowe  of  Apollo,  there  painted  in  the  leit  hand  of  the 
1  table,  and  by  the  finger  of  Diana  on  the  right  side  thereof. 
'  The  great  circompherence  of  this  circle  that  is  coloured  yalow 
finisheth  his  cours  in  a  yeare,  the  inwarde  part  that  is  co- 
loured blewe  in  a  hundred  yeares  retoumeth  to  his  period. 
Over  which  be  motions  of  the  planetes,  as  they  geave  the  de- 
nomination to  the  dales,  as  on  sunday  the  soime  presenteth 
him  self,  drawen  in  a  chariot  with  towe  white  horses,  with  his 
'  strength  Leo.  The  moone  of  munday,  drawen  in  chariot  by 
I  twoc  redd  hartes,  her  strength  Cancer.  Mara  on  tewsdnie, 
!■  drawen  in  his  coach  by  twoe  tigers,  assisted  with  his  strength 
^■Arics  and  Scoii>io.     Mercury  uu  Wednesday,  drawen  by  twoc 
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red<I  cockes,  with  his  strength  Gemini  and  Vir;gfo.  Jupileron 
thursdaie,  in  tiis  chariotdraweiibyt\roepecocke9,  hiscoachmaii 
Sogitariua,  his  strength  Pisces.  Venus  on  Iridaie,  drau  eo  iu  brr 
charidt  by  twoe  white  doves,  her  coachman  Cupid,  her  streoglb 
Libra  and  Taurus,  Saturne  on  satferdaie,  drawen  iu  his  ixach 
by  twoe  greane  dragons,  his  strength  Ca]}ricortius  and  Aqua- 
rius ;  so  that  in  the  whoale  weake  they  all  showe  themselves 
This  motion  is  mervelous  beautiful!  and  veary  strange,  and 
in  my  opinion  adometh  more  than  any  other  parte  in  tlit 
whoale  fabncke.  Those  rounde  spotta  in  the  tu  ue  sides  of 
the  callender  be  the  notable  eclipses  of  the  soone  and  moooe, 
thatshall  happen  within  this  thirtie  twoe  yeares.  The  rounde 
blewe,  havinge  the  center  thereof  redd,  is  nothinge  but  the 
motion  of  an  index  that  sheweth  the  minutes  of  the  hower; 
on  the  sides  whereof  be  twoe  aiigeHcali  boyes,  the  one  had'inec 
an  hower  glasse  which  he  toorneth  eveiy  bower,  the  sande 
bcinge  emptied  out  in  the  lower  parte  thereof;  the  other  ha- 
vinge a  cepter  in  his  haude  whiche  he  liftinge  up  semeth  as 
it  weare  to  commaunde  the  clocke  to  stricke.  The  next  great 
ctrcimip  here  nee  distinguished  by  twenty  foure  bowers,  is  an 
astronomicall  instrument  called  the  astrolabe,  wherein  be  the 
howerty,  dailie,  weakly,  monethly  and  yearly  motions  of  the 
planets  and  starres ;  in  the  corners  whereof  be  the  foure  ages 
of  man,  the  foure  seasons  of  the  yeare :  above  this  is  the 
monethly  course  of  the  moone  which  doeth  so  wax  und  watne, 
is  manifested  shininge  or  shadowed,  as  the  moone  is  in  the  tuv 
mament.  Above  this  be  those  men  which  stricke  the  quar- 
ters, wheare  the  bower  is  resembled  to  the  life  of  man,  which 
hath  his  infancie  like  to  the  first  quarter,  which  is  atrooken  by 
the  child  ;  his  adolescencie  resembled  by  the  second  quarter, 
which  is  stronke  by  a  yooth ;  his  manhood  resembled  by  an 
armed  souldicr,  whoc  strikes  the  third  quarter ;  and  his  owld 
age  resembled  by  a  graie-bearded  man,  whoe  striketh  tlic 
laste  quarter.  The  hower  glasse  beinge  nowe  emptied  (which 
the  angelicall  boye  before  spoken  of  that  sitteth  bclowe  by  tbr 
circule  of  minutes  held  in  his  hand),  the  course  of  man's  age  is 
by  that  tigured  to  be  ended,  and  therefore  death  ensueth  Mid 
stnketh  the  stroke  on  the  httle  bell,  as  it  weare  to  summoo  us 
to  appeare  before  the  tribunale  seat  of  the  heavenly  judge,  and 
sheweth  that  the  lif  is  finisshed  as  the  hower,  whose  droppes 
of  sand  be  resembled  to  the  dales,  and  protract  our  lif  to  our 
end,  and  that  our  period  of  abidinge  heare  is  eo  shortc  as  the 
hower  is  in  respect  of  etcmitie.  Opposite  to  death  is  Christ 
which  reviveth  and  raseth  up  to  lif  everlastingc ;  and  in  this 
second  place  ia  etemitie  signified,  nhoe  was  before  all  tyme, 
tigured  in  the  pellicau  belowe,  and  shall  continew  aAer  all 
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tymc  is  ended.  The  motion  whereby  the  nature  of  our  Sa- 
viour is  manifested  is  every  moment  to  come  forth  out  of  that 
]ilace  where  he  is  pourtracted,  to  signifie  that  lie  carefully 
])rovideth  for  all  ages,  and  lovingly  presenteth  him  selfe  at  all 
tymcs.  This  is,  Right  WorshipfuU  Sir,  in  breef,  the  summe  of 
that  which  is  in  the  fabricke  of  the  clocke  contayned,  wherein 
lie  hidden  more  miEteries  then  I  have  manifested  unto  you  in 
thcisc  fcwe  hues,  and  yet  so  mutch  hath  been  uttered  as  de- 
serveth  a  duble  and  treble  conaidcracion,  for  in  thia  so  many 
divers  partes  is  a  wonderfull  consent  and  agreement  j  for  heer 
the  foure  men  doe  soe  distinguisbe  the  continewaunce  of 
the  whole  woorld,  as  the  foure  seasons  doe  the  yeare ;  the 
ages  doc  the  life  of  man,  and  the  foure  quarters  doe  the 
raoonc  and  the  hower ;  and  yeat  all  theise  have  and 

figured  by  death,  all  theise  have  originall  motion  by  Christ, 
which  is  there  hf,  figured  forth  by  the  pellicau,  and  all 
theise  have  been  gardcd  and  maintained  by  our  Saviour,  the 
laste  parte  of  tlie  worke.  There  is  also  the  creation  of  man, 
the  fall  of  man,  and  the  restoringe  of  man,  and  his  resurrec- 
tion, painted  in  the  lower  parte  of  the  table,  over  the  eclipses 
of  the  soonne  and  the  moone.  The  cocke  on  the  left  hand 
dothe  croe  at  three  of  the  clocke  in  the  aftemoone.  This  was 
not  devised  of  late,  but  kept  in  the  chureh  as  a  monument  of 
antiquitie;fQrintyme8pasttheyused,when  the  passion  of  Christ 
was  celebrated,  to  make  this  cocke  croe  at  sutch  tyme  as  they 
readc  in  the  Evangelist,  Peter  three  tymes  deniall  of  Christc, 
the  which  savoreth  nothinge  of  the  invention  of  the  rest  of 
the  woorke.  The  other  side  is  only  an  artificiall  stcare 
whereby  men  maie  behould  the  conveyances  of  the  motions 
within.  In  the  mindes  of  the  magistrates  that  foitmisshed 
the  deviser  with  habilitie  to  make  shewe  of  his  skill  by  mag- 
nificent expenses,  there  is  to  he  considered  a  desyre  toconse- 
crat  the  mcmonall  of  there  names  to  perpetuati  admiration  of 
succeadingc  ages,  imitatingc  therehie  the  examjiles  of  many 
kingcs  and  princes  that  emptied  there  treasures  on  such  be- 
roicall  woorkes.  Some  in  buildinge  of  temples ;  some  by  in- 
ventinge  of  warlike  engins ;  some  by  devisinge  spatious  and 
ample  theatres ;  some  by  convayiuge  miraculously  waters  by 
aquieductes ;  some  by  buildinge  of  bathes ;  by  bridges ;  by 
gardens ;  some  by  piramides ;  some  men  by  obeliscy,  and 
some  by  measuringe  of  tyme  by  clepsydrae,  clockes  and  howcr- 
glasses  and  sutch  like,  that  to  recite  all  the  other  kindes  of 
inventions  wearc  to  you  troublesome  and  to  rae  laborious. 
The  great  Temple  of  Diana  in  Ephesiis  did  contayne  in  length 
foure  hundred  and  thirtie  twoe  feet,  in  breadth  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  was  supported  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  scaveii 
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statly  ])illera,  and  was  a  buildinge  twoe  hundred  and  tirenly 
yearcs  by  the  moste  exquisite  artizans  m  al!  Asia.  ThewaltM 
that  incloaed  the  great  citie  of  Babilon,  built  bj  Queen  Sy- 
miramis,  weare  in  cireute  aixtie  miles ;  in  heith,  two  hundred 
I'eet ;  in  breadth  fiflie ;  weare  distingoiahed  nith  twoe  hun- 
dred and  hftie  stately  towers ;  iu  one  yeares  space  wcair 
tinisshcd,  but  by  the  hand  of  thirteen  thowaand  woorkmcn. 
The  children  of  Israeli,  that  lived  foure  hundred  and  thiilic 
ycares  under  the  slavishe  servitude  of  the  tiraniiicall  Ph«n>ct 
in  Egipt,  weare  busied  cheefely  in  there  latter  tyme  in  irurk- 
inge  oftJiose  stately  Piramides;  the  commen  people  bakinge 
of  brickc  for  the  foundations,  and  the  most  learned  amnngtxt 
them  in  carvinge  of  stones  for  those  hyerogliphicall  tnisterics. 
Trajan  the  Emperure,  as  it  ^veare  in  dispite  of  nature,  madi;  a 
stony  bridge  over  the  swiftc  river  later  of  twenty  arches,  sea- 
vercd  by  one  hundred  and  twentie  feet,  in  heith  forty  cubitcs, 
in  breadth  thiilie.  The  theaters  at  Rome  weare  capable  of 
sixtie  thowaand  persons  to  behould,  and  oi'  navis  of  shippcs  to 
present  navafe pre/ium  for  pleasure  unto  the  people.  Horli- 
pensiles  weare  no  lease  admirable,  that  were  so  artificially  sett 
on  pillera,  that  they  seamed  to  hange  in  the  aire,  and  there- 
fore weare  called  hanginge  gardens.  The  tombe  that  Arte- 
misia bwilt  for  the  kinge  of  Caria  is  renouoed  through  the 
whole  woorld  by  the  name  of  Mausole.  The  great  Colossus 
(that  was  in  the  liaven  of  the  He  of  Rodes,  wok  nn  irnmnge  (»f 
Butch  a  merveloua  heith,  that  great  sluppes  with  all  iber 
sailes,  there  toppes  and  topp  gailantcs,  mought  enter  bctwiit 
his  legges,)  is  to  be  wondered  at  howe  it  stoode  firme  tmd  im- 
movable of  winde  and  tempest,  without  any  ahrowed,  so 
many  hundred  yeares.  Dionisius  the  tiran  was  the  inventor 
of  the  warlicke  engin  called  Catapulta ;  but  first  he,  by  pro- 
posinge  infinite  rewardes,  assembled  at  Siracusa,  in  Sicily,  the 
most  rare  persons  for  invention  in  all  Africa  and  Kitrope. 
.\rchimede8  did  devise,  by  many  yeares  study  and  wonderfiill 
expenses,  a  burninge  glaase,  wherewith  he  woold  sett  a  fiar  the 
Romaine  sbippes  many  leagues  of,  and  handes  of  iron  to  litte 
U])])  whole  navies  by  force,  and  to  make  them  as  it  weare  flie 
in  the  aire.  Nero  did  invent  and  caused  lo  be  bwilt  &  ban- 
quetinge  howse  in  Rome,  wherein  the  motions  of  the  hea%'ens, 
the  conjunctions  and  opositlona  of  the  pianettes,  wear  hourely 
presented  unto  him  as  he  sported  him  self  with  musicall  ii»- 
etruments.  Vitruvius  for  warlike  engins  is  of  admirable  re- 
noune.  And  Berosus  the  Caldean  did  first  devise  to  measure 
the  tj-me  by  an  Hemicycle.  Aristarchua  of  Samoa,  by  a  dishe 
havinge  in  the  center  thereof  a  strawe  directed  to  the  zenith, 
and  Augustus  the  Emperewer  in  Campo  Klartiu  uppoa  the 
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caraeters  in  obcUscia,  did  discerne  the  shadowes,  and  by  tliat 
meanes  distinj^isshed  the  howere  of  the  daie.  Fapiri  us  Cursor 
did  the  use  of  horologis  at  Kome;  and  Scipio  Nascica  did  firste 
devid  the  daic  into  twenty  foure  howers  by  the  runninge  of 
water.  And  Boetius  Severinus  the  philosopher  did  first  iu- 
vente  those  clockes  wee  daily  use,  that  move  by  waightes  and 
toume  by  wheeles*. 

This  catologge  I  alleadge  to  shew,  that  in  all  tymea  and  ages 
moste  renounied  princes  have  contended  for  the  prise  of  glory» 
by  inventinge  rare  woorkes  for  necessitie  or  iileaaurc,  and  also 
to  shewthat  in  all  tymesandagesmenn  have  been  very cuiiouB, 
and  have  bestowed  great  cost  in  distinguisshinge  of  tymes,  as 
a  thiuge  that  ought  to  be  estcmed  moste  pretious.  To  imitat 
whose  example  and  to  exceed  whose  excellencie,  the  Senate  of 
Strasbourgc  have  caused  this  wonderful!  fabrike  to  be  made 
in  this  forme  as  you  see,  by  Doctor  Dassipodius,  publicke 
professor  of  the  Matbematickes,  VVolkenatenius  his  coadju- 
tor, and  StuQ  the  painter ;  the  renoune  of  whose  fame  as  it 
is  reported  in  moste  partes  of  Europe,  so  no  doupt  it  wil  be 
perpetuated  by  continewaunce  of  tyine  tn  all  cnsewinge  pos- 
terities. Thus  hath,  Right  Worshipfull  Sir,  my  desyrc  to  de- 
clare the  forwardnes  of  my  good  wiQ  carried  me  perhaps  farr 
beyonde  the  compas  of  my  leannnge,  in  indeavoringe  to  in- 
clude sutch  an  exquisite  peece  of  woorke  in  my  rude  letters, 
and  to  contayne  the  statlynes  of  the  high  tower  within  the 
basnes  and  lownes  of  my  creapinge  style.  But  I  hope  you 
will  easily  pardon  this  presumption,  consideringe  it  proceadeth 
from  an  obsequious  mynde  to  procure  your  contentment  by 
this  my  studious  travaile.  And  although  as  Jt  was  geaven  for 
advise  to  a  temerarious  weake  person,  that  he  should  abridge 
Mime  whatfrom  his  rasshenes  or  addsonietlunge  to  his  strength, 
if  be  ment  to  attaine  any  tbinge  by  his  labour,  so  I  maie  be 
admonished  that  1  should  have  with  houldea  some  parte  of  my 
good  will,  or  encreaased  somewhat  to  my  knowledge,  before  I 
had  undertaken  the  description  of  this  fabricke,  yf  I  did  de- 
syrc to  make  my  letters  acceptable  to  the  willingc  peruser 
thereof.  Yet  atill  I  bwild  the  foundation  of  my  compfortc  on 
the  assured  pillers  of  your  favorable  and  gracious  acceptaunce. 

•  In  llie  ArehiBJnfia,  vuL  S,  ii  ■  very  intenaling  mticle  on  Ihe  incrodDctian  uf 
clocks  hy  DiiiiK^  BBiTiugtuii.  A  mitiii«m|it  >I  Trinity  College,  Csmhriilgc,  O,  il, 
32.  roiitnim  jtnnllier  uvniinl  of  Ihi!  Sirubiirgli  dock,  writlen  in  Latin  in  llie  yen 
I^IHI.    'I'livifi  IHU  aooinnti  leciii  (u  ngrtv  wry  uearly  wiih  one  ■nultier. 
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LORD  BURGHLEY'S  MF.MORLVL  CONCERHJ 
DR.  JOHN  DEE'S  OPINION  OX  THE  REM 
MATION   OF   THE   CALENDAR.  J 

[MS.  L»n«d.  No.  39.  Art.  U.  Orig.]  ^ 

1  have  perused  Mr.  Dee's  booke  concerning:  his  opinion 
the  reformation  of  the  old  Romainc  Calender,  and  1  jQ 
conferred  also  by  spcche  \vith  hira  at  good  length  thcaM 
and  I  find  his  judgment  resolute  for  the  error  and  incon 
nieuce  to  have  yt  continued ;  but  he  differctli  in  the  qtisob 
of  the  error,  for  he  hath  made  manie  proofes  by  demonstrat 
astronomical],  that  the  superfluous  nombre  of  doies  to 
abridged  are  xj.  wheare  the  Gregorean  judgment  maid 
them  to  be  but  x.  I  am  not  skilfull  in  the  theoreekes  to  i 
sernn  the  pointcs  and  minutes,,  hut  yet  I  am  inclined  to  thu 
him  in  the  right  line,  for  I  find  he  maketb  his  roote  tram,; 
vearie  point  of  the  uativitie  of  Christ  in  the  meridian  of  Bd 
lem  ;  and  the  Komaines  have  made  theire  roote  from  the  n 
of  the  Counsell  of  Nice,  and,  according  to  that,  theie  M 
mainteioe  theare  opinion.  But  by  Mr.  Dee,  yt  i>ppsW 
the  error  in  computation  grewe  betwixt  the  radix  of  Chifl 
Nativity  and  the  celebration  of  the  Nicene  Counsell,  wM 
he  provetli  by  a  great  nombre  of  good  authorities,  such  a-. 
think  the  Roraanistcs  cannot  denie.  it  weare  good  in  mi 
opinion  (ivhcEU-eunto  he  also  consenteth),  that  by  hir  Alajcst 
order  sum  skilfull  men  in  this  science,  as  Mr.  Digges  a 
others,  to  he  called  owt  of  the  Universities,  might  peruse  1 
worke,  and  conferr  the  thinges  bv  spech ;  and  though  he  d 
covereth  the  x.  daies  to  be  insufficient,  yetheyeldeth  force 
ibrmitye  with  the  rest  of  the  world  to  assent  to  the  refonr 
tion  of  our  Engleshe  calender,  with  the  abridgment  of  x.  dai 
onehe ;  so  as  the  trewthe  be  denounced  to  the  world  that 
ought  to  be  xj.  dayes,  hoping  that  the  tren  the  will  drawe  t 
Romanestcs  and  other  partes  of  Christendome  to  take  owt 
their  Calender  hereafter  the  said  odd  daie. 

Theare  appearcth  great  cawse  to  have  this  conference  ace 
lerated,  for  that  it  is  requisite,  for  a  secrett  matter,  to  be  i 
formed  before  November;  so  as  either  everie  moncth  frc 
Marche  till  November  maie  bearc  equall  defidcation,  or  i 
sum  one  moneth  maie  bear  the  whole.  Thus  much  have 
thoivght  good  briefuclic  to  deliver  you  mine  opinion. 
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THOMAS  HOOD  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  Lansd.  No.  101,  Art.  12.] 

To  the  riffhte  honorable  Sir  William  Cecilly  Knight e ;  Lorde 
Burleighey  Lorde  Treasurer  of  Englande. 

Male  it  please  you,  righte  Honorable,  to  understande.  That 
forsomuche  as  the  maintenance  of  the  mathematicall  lecture, 
and  other  necessaries  belonginge  thereunto  dependeth  espe- 
ciallie  upon  the  execution  of  certaine  articles  confirmed  by  the 
right  honorable  the  lords  of  her  Majesties  Privie  Counsell  con- 
ceminge  the  capitanes  of  the  trained  bandes  in  the  citie  of 
London,  and  the  erectinge  of  a  mathematicall  lecture  therein, 
I  did  therefore  in  humble  manner  request  theire  favorable 
letters  to  the  Lord  Maior  and  his  bretheren  for  the  speedie 
execution  of  the  said  articles.  To  my  peticion  I  receaved  this 
ans^veare :  That  it  pleased  the  right  honorable  lords  in  my 
behalfe  to  directe  theire  letters  to  the  Lord  Maior  and  his 
bretheren,  requestinge  them  to  move  those  which  had  binne 
contributaries  to  my  lecture  to  continew  theire  benevolence 
towarde  the  same  as  they  had  begonne.  The  which  answere, 
Righte  Honorable,  as  it  seemed  greatlie  to  favour  my  prefer- 
ment, so  am  I  bownde  to  be  thanckfull  for  the  same.  But 
consideringe  that  my  wages  dependeth  not  upon  the  contri- 
bution of  anie  certaine  number  of  men,  but  upon  the  promise 
of  the  Lord  Maior  and  the  citie,  I  feared  that  their  Honours 
letters  so  directed  wolde  be  an  hinderance  to  my  purpose,  I 
was  bolde  therefore  to  renew  my  peticion  unto  theire  Lords, 
whereunto  an  answere  was  retomed  in  these  wordes.  That 
theire  Honours  were  readie  to  grante  the  same,  so  farre  forthe 
as  your  Honour  wolde  consent  thereunto,  wherefore  my  re- 
quest unto  you.  Right  Honorable,  is  this.  That  consideringe 
my  peticion  containeth  nothinge  prejudicial!  to  the  honour 
and  profite  of  the  commonwealth,  or  that  hathe  not  by  your 
Lordships  hande  binne  adjudged  convenient,  and  eamestlie 
requested  by  the  whole  citie,  it  wolde  please  your  Lordship 
to  further  the  same ;  and  I  doubte  not  but  as  I  shall  thincke 
myselfe  bounde  unto  your  Honour,  and  the  rest  for  your 
greate  and  singuler  favour,  so  you  shall  have  just  occasion  to 
saie  (in  respecte  of  that  good  which  by  mine  endevour  shall 
arise  to  the  common  wealth)  that  your  benefite  was  bestowed 
upon  a  painefuU  thanckfull  and  well  deservinge  man*. 

Your  Honours, 
Most  humble, 

Thomas  Hood. 

*  Towards  the  end  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  there  was  a  mathematical  lecture  read 
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TYCHO  BRAHE  TO  Sill  THOMAS  SAVf 

[MS.  HbtI.  No.  6995.  Art.  40,  Orig.] 

Literas  tuaa  circa  initia  Scptembris  ad  me  Hambur^go  pcr- 
ecriptas,  rir  praestantissime  eruditissimeque,  misit  hut-  cbtris- 
simus  vir  D.  Doctor  Winshemius,  easque  duin  ]>»;regre  iu 
Seclandia  abaiini,  die  22  Noveinbris  recepi,  (piie  mihi  adiuu- 
dum  gratic  ernnU  Nee  enim  insotitum  quid  accidit.  si  viri 
eruditi,  in  variis  Europa:  locia  utut  de  facie  mihi  i[^oti,  ad 
me  subinde  dent  literas.  Quod  et  ego  \-icissini  per  occmio- 
nem  facere  non  supersedeo.  Non  tamen  ita  mihi  ipsi  plnceo, 
ncc  tanto  me  diijnor  honore  quo  tu  candore  et  bciicvoletitia 
singular!  erga  me  potius  allectus,  quam  quod  cjuscemodi  quid 
agnoscam,  me  afficls.  Si  )inesens  prfesentem  aliquaudo  allo- 
cutus  fiiissca,  ex  quo  sic  aliqiiotiea  animum  induxeras,  equi- 
dem  tuus  hue  accessus  mihi  percharus  evenisset.  Solent 
praeter  alias  nationea  diversas  tui  quoque  conterranei  Angti 
me  quotannia,  icstatia  priesertim  tempore  crebro  inviscre,  quos 
et,  uti  par  est,  in  pretio  habco,  et  prout  cujusque  fert  inge- 
nium  atque  desidenum,  libenter  cum  illis  de  re  qualibet  pro- 
posita  confero,  quot  et  tuura  non  gravatim  facerem,  cum  ex 
literis  tuis  perepiciam,  tanqunm  ex  ungue  Leonem,  te  ingriiB 
acuminc  judicio  et  eloquentia  pm?pollere,  modo  ySlolus  atqui- 
Ncptunua  tam  averso  animo  mihi  tuum  hue  adventum  uou 
invidissent.  Reddentur  forte  alias  placatiores,  nam  et  eos  qni 
ventis  atque  undia  pnesunt,  instar  eorum  tnutabiles  ease  con- 
decet.  Nee  /era  tempeitas  tola  perdurat  in  amto.  Dnbitor 
foraan  aliquando  occasio,  qua  hia  faventibus  et  bcQigiiius  aspt- 
rantibuB,  id  quod  liactenua  non  auecessit,  commodius  expe- 
dies.  Eris  mihi,  ubi  id  evenerit,  hospcs  appriine  acceptus. 
Interim  quod  licet  et  decet,  quodque  a  me  tam  obnixe  expctis, 

(inestare  non  intermittam.  Mitto  aiquidem  bina  exempUria 
ibri  nostri  secundi  de  recentioribug  cvli  p/nenonteuiii.  Licet 
enira  non  libenter  ha;c  a  cEeteris  tomis,  uondum  lypis  intt^n 
absolutis,  avello,  tamen  tu«e  sincerie  et  amicce  petition!  morem 
gerere  volui.  Habebis  et  reliquos,  sine  quibus  hie  pene  mu- 
tilus  eat,  quondo  typis  nostria  ad  colophonem  fuerint  dcducti. 
Interea  temporis  per  otium  hunc,  quo  nunc  te  dono,  evolve, 
disquire,  dijudica.  Et  ai  quid  in  hoc  dubii,  aut  minus  npo- 
dictice  prolatum  adinxeneris,  ingenue  adiuone,  tuamque  ct 
aliorum  prfestantium  in  Anglia  philosophorum  de  singidis 
eruditam  censuram,  sive  pro  sive  contra  noa  faciat,  conquire, 

ill  Lcuknlull  Cbapel ;  in  l&3f  Ihie  bad  been  ditcnnlinned.  biil  iMtuns  on  niti- 
gtiirni  wen  thep  resdiu  the  niairkfriin,  at  tbehoiueof  AdiiBnuiManiu.  StmreS 
Uhronicle  by  Howes,  fol.  Lonrl.  1G3I,  p.  1080.  Thonias  Hood,  lire  writer  t "  " 
Utter,  wu  Iheauthor  of  ■  trutiicon  thewctor,  and  KrcratothtDdentflcl 
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audacier  profer,  meque  per  litems,  cum  libera  restituetur  na- 
vigation de  his  eertiorem  redde.  Vale  et  magnificum  specta- 
tissimumque  virum  dominum  Danielem  Ro^rsium,  reginea; 
Majestatis  consiliarium  atque  secretarium  dignissimum,  (qui 
etiam  legationis  hue  iu  Daniam  munere  functus,  me  cum  suo 
comitatu  aliquando  invisere  non  est  gravatus)  meo  nomine 
saluta,  unaque  ilium  de  mihi  promisso  serenissimse  reginae 
privilegio  librario,  pro  quo  jam  aliquoties  frustra  ad  ipaum 
scripsi,  admone  ut  mature  stet  promissis,  quo  diploma  illud 
primo  vere,  si  antea  ob  hyemis  asperitatem  fieri  nequeat,  certo 
obtineam,  cum  caeteris  quibusdam,  ab  imperatore  atque  aliis 
regibus  unpetratis,  operibus  nostris  prafigendum.  Aut  si  pri- 
vilegium  iUud  non  est  missurus,  indicet  saltem,  quod  et  cur 
id  non  concedatur,  sioque  fidem  datam  apud  me  sufHcienter 
redemerit,  eritque  excusatus.  Saluta  quoque  meo  nomine 
officiose  nobilissimum  et  excellentissum  dommum  Johannem 
Dee,  quem  in  patriam  feliciter  reversum  audivi,  ipsique  hoc 
nomine  congratulor,  omniaque  prospera  opto.     Nobilissimum 

iuoque  et  pariter  eruditissimum  mathematicum  Thomam 
Kggessaeum*  ex  meo  ore  non  insalutatum  relinque,  cui  etiam 
ex  animo  faveo  et  bene  cupio.  Utrique  autem  horum  librum 
nostrum  transmissum  ostende,  ut  et  illi  in  eum  disquirant  at- 

2ue  suam  de  ejus  contentis  sententiam  libere  pronuntient. 
luod  si  Uteris  ad  me  datis  prsestiterint,  ego  et  respondere  et 
amicitiam  in  posterum  cum  illis  colere  atque  de  rebus  philo- 
sophicis  et  mathematicis  jucunde  conferre.nequaquam  detrec- 
tabo.  Iterum  atque  iterum  diu  et  bene  vale.  Dabantur  Vra- 
nibuigi,  calendis  Decembris,  anno  1590. 

Tycho  Brahe. 
Addidi  quatema  exemplaria  mese  efHgiei  nuper  Amstero- 
d^mi  cupro  insculptae.  Si  qui  sunt  apud  vos  excellentes 
poetae,  quales  in  foecunda  et  facunda  vestra,  et  terra  et  vena, 
plurimos  inveniri  non  dubito ;  cuperem,  ut  argutum  aliquod 
epigramma  in  icona  banc  atque  operum  meorum  commenda- 
tionem  delectationis  ergo  luderent.  Qua  in  re  eruditissimus 
dominus  Daniel  Rogersius,  suam  quoque  erga  me  probare 
posset  benevolentiam  modo  a  Reipublicae  serioribus  ncgotiis 
tantillulum  vacaretf. 

Clarissimo  inprimisqtie  erudUo  viro  Domino  Thonue  SavUlo, 
Angloy  amico  stu)  dilecto. 


*  This  is  the  same  person  whose  letter  to  Lord  Burghley  is  printed  at  p.  6  of  the 
present  volume. 

t  Daniel  Rogers  was  distinguished  in  the  literature  of  his  time.  I  have  not  heen 
able  to  ascertain  whether  any  other  memorial  of  this  application  remains.  A  good 
portrait  of  Brahe*s  is  inserted  in  the  Epist.  Astronom.  Franco/.  1610,  from  a  paint- 
ing  taken  when  he  was  in  his  fortieth  year. 
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JOHN  BULKELEY  TO  THOMAS  HARRIOT. 

[Ills.  Orig.  in  Sion  College.] 

Erudito  liro  Thomte  Harrioto  amico  suo  Johannes  BiUJteltni 
salulfm  didi. 
Obtemperavi  tibi  tandem,  mi  Harriote,  et  felici  aii^icia  id 
factum  sit,  si  tacuisBem  mea  mihi  non  meruissent,  aut  nunc 
fortasse  suo  judicio  perivit  sucto.  Non  eo  animo  aut  con- 
silio  ha?c  scnpsi,  quo  laudem  h!oc  tnihi  aliquam  anfuiren 
contenderem,  si  vituperim  effiigiam  voti  mei  compos  fiam. 
Legimus  in  prooemio  quarti  [libri]  Conicorum  ApoUonii,  Co- 
nonem  Samium,  quem  Archimedes  vir  acerrimi  judicti  propter 
ejus  singularem  pnidentiam  summis  laudibus  extulit,  a  Ni- 
cotele  Cyrenseo  tanquani  non  rectc  in  demonstrationibus  ver- 
satum  reprehensum  fuisse.  ScHpsit  quoque  Eutocius  Asca- 
lonita  invenU  initasse  Erastosthenis  Nicomedem  ;  ntque  So- 
cratem,  Apollonio  oraculo  sapientissimum  judicatum,  nicbi- 
lomiuus  carpebat  Aristophanes.  Denique  Archimedi  ip&t 
qiiandoquidcm  non  defuit  reprehensor.  Quomodo  ego  spe- 
rabo  me  posse  carere  calumnia?  Verum  si  criticorum  mw- 
sibus  dilaniarc  in  te  cudetiir  faba,  qui  tim  culpa,  tun,  inquain, 
maxima  culjja,  praicipuii  causa  I'liisli  cur  hitfc  mca,  qualia- 
cumque  sint,  in  lucem  perclararo  prodierunt,  quie  antea  denu 
in  tutu  silentii  mcenibus  defensa  latebant.  Quamobrem  in 
tuam  tutelam  protegenda  suscipias  velim,  quoniam  tibi  tuo- 
que  noniini  ca  dicamus  tanquam  amicitiie  quie  inter  nos  mihi 
ob  virtutem  solam  interessit.  Hisce  igitur  laborantibus, 
ubi  opus  sit  suppctias  i'erre  (uti  confido)  ex  humanitate  tua 
et  ingenii  acumine  non  dedignabcre.  Vale.  Ex  aulida  Mona, 
pridie  calend.  MartiJ,  anno  1591*. 

'  Tliia  letter  fonns  a  rledication  to  a  large  work  bv  Bulkeley  on  the  qiudimlore 
of  the  circle,  the  ori|tina[  iiiBiiusiript  of  which  is  in  the  hhrary  of  Sion  CoUege, 
anil  is,  perhaps,  the  only  remiiiiiing  memorial  of  one  who  appears  to  have  been  ui 
ingenious  milhemalidon.  conEidering  the  lime  in  which  he  lived.  Prom  Ihii  de- 
dication it  appears  that  liulkele]',  under  the  ad^'ice  of  Harriot,  had  intended  to 
consign  hia  work  to  the  press ;  and  the  reason  why  the  project  was  abandoned 
does  not  ap|Kgr.  This  is  also  an  early  notice  of  Harriot  as  a  matliematidan :  al- 
thou§;h  Gabriel  Harvey,  jii  his  "  Pierces  Superen^cJon,"  4to  Lond.  1593.  p.  190, 
classes  him  at  a  "  profounde  mathematician,"  along  with  Uigges  and  Dr.  Dee. 
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EDMUND  JENTILL  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  LanscL  77,  Art.  59.] 

October  Ist,  1594. 

In  all  humilitie  (right  honorable)  have  I  presumed^  upon 
the  reportes  by  my  poore  wief  of  your  most  favorable  and 
gratious  meaninge  towardes  my  relief  and  release  in  this  my 
distressed  estate,  by  letter  to  solicite  your  lordship  and  to 
confesse  my  fault  unto  your  honor,  to  lay  before  you  suche 
frutes  of  my  studdies  as  maye  at  least  attenuate  the  offence, 
and  move  compassion  in  your  honors  mynd  for  my  delivery. 
My  cryme  is  counterfetinge  of  Forren  coyne  not  currant  in 
this  realme ;  urged  therunto,  I  doe  protest,  not  through  anye 
vitious  or  lascivious  kind  of  lyvinge,  but  through  meere  and 
extreame  want  of  mayntenance  to  susteyne  my  wief  in  her 
long  contynued  child-birth  sicknes,  the  relief  of  myself  and 
children,  buyinge  of  bookes,  paying  of  debtes  and  triall  of 
conclusions  mathematicall  and  serviceable  for  my  countryes 
good ;  the  frutes  and  finall  endes  wherof,  not  suche  as  are 
common  or  triviall,  but  rare  and  to  great  use  in  anie  state  or 
comonwelth,  not  fytt  for  vulgar  knowledge,  I  heere  moste 
humbly  offer  in  redemption  of  my  great  amisse  and  fault 
comitted,  to  bee  performed  within  some  smale  tyme  afler  my 
release  and  some  mayntenance  with  the  recovery  of  my 
helth. 

First  an  instrument,  wherby  the  distance  to  anything,  to- 
gether  with  the  height  and  breadth  therof,  at  one  stacion  or 
standinge  only,  shal  bee  obteyned. 

The  second,  a  perpetuall  motion  of  sufficient  force  to  dryve 
a  myll. 

The  third  a  payer  of  compasses,  which  shall  describe  all 
sortes  of  figures  geometricall  and  spiral  lynes,  and  maye,  for 
their  excellencye,  bee  termed  the  EucUdean  Compas. 

Howe  serviceable  theis  three  are,  and  espetially  the  two 
first,  for  all  kynd  of  services  as  well  at  sea  as  land  in  warr 
and  peace,  it  is  needles  to  dilate,  when  half  a  wourd  doth 
make  your  honor  knowe  as  muche.  Only  this  I  crave  in  re- 
garde  heerof  your  honorable  and  moste  favorable  meanes, 
either  by  warrant  from  your  lordship  and  my  honorable  good 
nfaster  Sir  Thomas  Henage,  unto  the  Lord  Maior  for  my 
libertie  (beinge  as  muche  as  he  require th),  or  otherwise  to 
acquaynt  her  moste  gratious  Majestic  with  theis  my  offers  to 
whome  they  are  wholy  dedicated,  and  of  whose  moste  excel- 
lent mercye  and  clemencye  (in  regarde  of  my  soone  deliverye) 
my  soule  is  well  confirmed  through  your  honors  mediacioix, 
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that  untymel;  death  through  sicknes  and  ymprisonmetit 
growiDge  by  grief  of  mynd  in  sorrowe  of  my  fatilte  prevent 
not  these  my  good  endevors ;  besides  the  edition  of  my  workw 
of  perspective  and  fortification,  such  as  hetherto  bath  not 
byn  seene  the  like  the  nttaynment  unto  the  knowledge  wher- 
of,  hath  byn  cause  of  my  greatest  wantes,  and  want  the  only 
cause  of  my  offence  comitted.  Thus,  cravinge  pardon  for  n^ 
teadiouB  boldnes  proceedinge  from  a  troubled  contrite  t 

Frayinge  for  your  lordship's  helth  in  all  honor  and  hnpp^ 
nioste  humblye  ccace 

Your  honor's  poore  and  distressed  supliant, 

Kdh.  JCNTILb 

To  the  right  honoralile  his  ainguier  good  lord 
The  l*/rd  high  threamrer  t^f' England. 


INVENTIONS  BY  EDMUND  JENTILL. 

[MS.  Liuigtl.  113.  Art.  4.] 

tnvenriom  founde  of  lute  by  Edmunde  JenHU  for  the  forlf^ 

fyingc  of  Her  Miijestie'n   Narye  and  the  U-neJiti  uf  Ihif 

couniret/. 

A  device  whereby  twoe  menne  maye  be  sufficient  to  waye 
the  waytiest  anker  in  her  Majestie's  navye  with  greater  ex- 
pedition then  it  is  nowe  done  with  the  nomber  nowe  used. 

The  like  device  is  founde,  for  the  hoyatinge  of  the  mayae 
yarde  with  the  like  expedition. 

A  perpetuall  motion  ia  allso  founde  out  of  sufHcient  force 
to  drive  a  mill  in  any  standings  water,  or  quike  springe,  which 
maie  alsoe  be  eonverted  to  sundrie  other  uses  comodious  for 
all  estates,  which  have  hetherto  byn  supposed  to  be  unprac- 
tyzable. 

A  device  wonderfull  strange  is  alsoe  founde  out  whereby 
a  vessell  of  burden  maie  easilye  and  safely  by  guided  both 
against  the  winde  and  tide  *, 

■  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  lo  picture  tlie  results  of  auppoiitirioiu  inventiam 
on  paper!  a  reiiiarkilile  instance  may  be  seen  in  the  "  Famous  Historie  oflTiar 
llncon,"  edited  liy  W.  J.  Tlionis,  p.  24-5;—"  Art  oflPiitimes  doth  those  thingi 
that  arc  impossible  to  >nne>,  which  I  nil]  make  good  in  sume  fnr  examples.  1 
will  speak  oncly  of  things  i)ert(>niiei1  by  art  and  nature,  wherein  shall  be  uotbiog 
magical :  and  fint  by  the  figuration  of  art,  there  mar  be  made  instruments  of 
navigation  without  men  to  rowe  in  them,  as  great  ships  lo  brooke  the  sea.  ooli 
with  nne  man  lo  stcerc  thrni,  anit  they  shall  sayle  far  mure  swiftly  than  if  tbej 
were  full  iif  men:  also  ehariuis  that  shall  mn\e  with  an  unspeakable  force,  with- 
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HENRY  MARSHALL  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  Lansd.  101,  Art.  16.  Orig.] 

Right  Honorable, — Forasmuch  as  I  have  of  late  devised 
two  rare  inventions,  the  which  may  be  profitable  to  my  con- 
tryey  and  damageable  to  the  enemyes  thereof;  I  thought  it 
my  dutie  (having  found  your  honour  alwayes  my  especiall 
good  lord)  to  ofier  the  discoverie  of  the  same  to  your  lord- 
ship before  anye  other.  The  which  if  your  honour  shall 
thinke  worthie,  maye  be  then  imparted  unto  Her  Majestic. 
The  first  is  an  engine,  whereby  the  walle  of  anye  towne  or 
castle  maye  be  defended  from  the  force  of  anye  canon :  and 
the  other  is  an  engyne,  which  shall  breake  the  araye  of  anye 
battell  being  readie  to  joyne :  the  which  engynes  are  easilie 
made,  and  yett  neither  verie  chaigeable  nor  paynefuU  to  trans- 
porte.  And  because  I  understand  your  nonour  to  be  de- 
lighted with  such  rare  inventions,  I  mought  it  good  to  make 
modelies  of  the  same,  whereby  your  lordship  may  the  easelier 
conceave  my  intention,  and  the  better  judge  of  the  benefitt 
and  sequell  pretended.  Thus  fearing  to  be  troublesome  to 
your  honour,  and  craving  pardon  for  this  my  rashe  boldnes, 
I  wish  your  honour  good  health  and  long  life  to  God's  plea- 
sure. 

Your  honour's  most  humble  in  all  duetifulnes, 

Henry  Marshall. 
To  the  right  Honorable  Sir  William  Cecill,  Knight , 

Lord  Bwrghley,  Lord  High  JVeasurer  o/Englandy 
London,  the  1st  of  June,  1595. 


EMERY  MOLINEUX  TO  LORD  BURGHLEY. 

[MS.  Lansd.  101,  Art.  17.  Orig.] 

1596. 

Right  Honorable, — As  I  have  ever  receaved^  so  I  ever 
acknowledge  your  honorable  favors  towardes  me,  and  where 
I  have  longe  endevored  to  be  a  helpinge  member  to  my 
contry  (as  God  enhableth  me,  by  whome  every  good  and 
profitable  thinge  is  efiected,)  so  havinge  by  Him,  by  appa* 

oat  any  living  creature  to  stirre  them.  Likewise,  an  instrument  may  be  made  to 
fly  withall,  if  one  sit  in  the  midst  of  the  instrument,  and  doe  tume  an  engine,  by 
which  the  wings  being  artificially  composed,  may  beat  ayre  after  the  manner  of  a 
flying  bird." 
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your  letter,  which  indeed  is  not  enough  to  ^ve  me  Batisfoc- 
tion.  Let  Kitt,  when  he  goes  next  to  London,  speeke  to  Bill, 
or  att  the  Blackfriers,  for  a  perfect  copie  of  PetJscus ;  my 
brother  the  captaine  w*''  send  it  to  me  speedilie.  The 
touch  that  you  g^ve  r*''  ^onr  doctrine  of  differences  or  trian- 
gular nombers,  .  .  me  of  them,  wherin  to  understand 
somethinge,  1  ;  .ii  one  day  hee  a  begger  unto  you.  Your 
dog,  that  hunts  by  the  sines  onUe,  and  I  am  growen  familiar, 
and  he  is  an  excellent  dog ;  but  your  she  bitch  hath  no  fellow 
for .  .  .  . ,  onlie  she  is  slow ;  I  had  not  lost  hir,  but  knew  hir 
goodnesse  wel  enough:  the  reason  why  I  did  nott  use  her  in 
the  former  workes,  was  because,  heinge  in  way  of  calculation 
by  the  tables  onlie  in  that  practise,  I  endevored  to  cleare  that 
way  of  all  rubbs ;  also  because  I  conceavcd  it  to  be  tiie  short- 
est, I  hastned  (so  greedie  was  my  desire)  to  see  the  issue  of 
my  worke ;  so  that  by  the  assistance  of  thes  dogs  of  yours  I 
grow  so  contideot  as  to  undertake  to  pursue  in  chace  anie 
game :  but  then  onhe  I  shal  be  sure  that  nothiuge  doe  escape 
me,  when  you  shall  please  to  imparte  unto  me  a  betch  of 
your  triangular  kinde. 

I  need  not  bee  so  curious  to  send  you  my  doubts  in  indt- 
vidao,  for  howsoever  you  satisfie  me  in  private  as  you  have 
done  now,  nevertheless,  because  you  require  it,  I  have  sente 
them  in  two  supplements,  the  one  unto  my  letters  that  you 
have  alreadie,  the  other  unto  thes,  which,  unlesse  you  had 
remembered  me  of,  I  should  have  omitted  againe. 

My  worke  is  crowned  now  you  allow  of  it,  and  indeed  ther 
wanted  in  mee  nether  will  nor  industrie  to  accomplish  it,  nor 
in  you  will  nor  skill  to  instruct  me  in  the  sacred  waycs  of 
arte ;  be  you  therforc  ever  of  me  unconquerablie  respected, 
or  be  I  not  att  all. 

You  have  recomforted  mee  much  to  intimate  that  anie 
greate  difference  in  my  workes  will  discover  a  farther  mis- 
terie ;  for  I  was  almost  dismoied  to  find  thes  second  observa- 
tions i^vc  an  Aphelie  different  for  the  former  3  or  4  degrees. 

Of  this  later  worke  I  send  you  all  the  numbers  given  and 
found,  and  had  also  of  manie  more  by  this  time,  if  the  impos- 
sible issue  of  this  lost  worke  had  not  stayed  my  procccdinge  till 
I  receaved  your  censure  of  it.  As  you  direct  me  I  will  proceedc 
to  doe  them  all,  for  1  am  growen  vcrie  experte  in  this  calcu- 
lation. I  did  not  mistake  that  a  j3  in  the  diagramme  I  sent 
you  was  double  the  cccciitricitie,  and  therfore,  before  the  rc- 
cepte  of  your  letter,  in  this  second  worke  I  had  placed  ^  att 
the  center,  and  a  att  the  centrorde,  not  onlie  that  a  /3  mighte 
atill  remaine  with  Kepler  the  single  eccentricitie,  but  to  make 
it  also  corresjundc  with  your  vice  royoll  probleme  beore  with 
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this  imitation.  CDnceminge  the  Jovcall  atarres  I  writtc^| 
thinge  of  them  last,  because  I  had  nothinge  to  writte  ;  fiw  n- 
tleede,  although  both  I  and  the  yonge  philosopher  att  Han- 
bcsbrooke  have  often  and  in  verie  cleare  nights  (when  Prc- 
sepe  was  most  plainc  to  bee  seene  without  the  cjliuder); 
when  wee,  I  say,  have  often  diligentlie  observed  Jtipiler,  «« 
could  never  see  anie  thioge ;  I  impute  it  to  ^the  dultnewe  rf 
my  lighte,  for  onlie  with  your  greate  glasse  I  could  ac  them 
in  London. 

Thai  you  have  made  so  manie  exellent  observations  of  them 
I  am  most  glad  of,  for  you  have  gotten  the  starte  of  all  in  li- 
mitiuge  ther  periods, 

Ther  periods  are  verie  merveilous,  especiollie  that  of  Jon 
proximug,  whos  scituation  also  is  no  lease  merveilous,  bein^ 
not  one  diameter  of  Jupiter  of  from  him.  Of  thes  tbiofcs 
and  thoB  other  mirabilia  qute  indies  Juverna,  I  longe  to  bee 
with  you  to  discourse  of  them.  My  wiffe  is  welL  Now  you 
know  all  my  comfortes.  I  have  lost  my  second  boy  also,  and 
wel  ucere  eighty  catle  of  the  muiraine,  and  the  die  sttU ;  now 
you  know  all  my  discomfortes  and  losses.  Farewell,  and  leU 
not  the  hugenesse  of  this  missive  discourage  you  from  reed- 
inge  of  it ;  doe  it  at  leisure  and  by  pceces  nccordinge  to  your 
best  opportunities,  and  sometimes  use  the  power  you  have  in 
me,  which  is  to  dispose  of  mee  aecordinge  to  the  utmost  of 
all  or  iinie  of  my  abilities. 

Your  faithfull  &ind, 

William  Lowbb. 

By  the  helpe  of  your  dogs,  I  will  revew  all  thos  workes  of 
aiiic  that  e\hibitc  the  distance  in  the  ellipses,  equal  or  neer> 
est  to  the  same  distance  found  before  (for  the  workes  uppon 
the  former  positions  of  cT  in  the  eccentrieke,  which  were 
onlie  to  find  out  this,  I  thinke  you  care  not  for] ;  and  when  I 
have  perfected  them,  I  will  send  tlicm  unto  you,  with  all  the 
numbers  given  and  found,  whether  the  quesitc  eonsent  or  no, 
since  you  so  require  it. 
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WILLIAM  LOWER  TO  THOMAS  HARRIOT. 

[MS.  Addit.  6789.  Orig.] 

In'  venti,  April  13th,  1611. 

I  80  overwhelmed  you  the  last  time  with  a  longe  letter  as 
it  is  just  I  should  make  you  amends  now  with  one  as  shorte. 
To  send  you  none  at  all  (which  perchance  had  bene  best, 
consideringe  the  use  you  have  of  all  yoiur  time)  I  could  not 
consent  unto,  out  of  the  addiction  and  delight  I  have  to  bee 
still  conversinge  with  you ;  therefore  I  will  onlie  signifie  how 
it  is  with  us,  and  so  an  end.  My  course  of  calculation  I  have 
stopte  untill  I  heare  from  you ;  the  two  ^eate  causes  of  my 
stay  I  declared  in  my  last  letters.  I  fell  since  into  Vieta's 
last  probleme  of  his  second  apendicle,  Apol.  Gral.*,  and  com- 
pared his  way  with  yours  that  you  last  gave  me :  but  to  con- 
fesse  a  truth  I  can  have  my  wiU  of  nether ;  and  the  probleme 
appeares  to  me  not  universally  but  requires  determination ; 
for  let  the  b  a  given  have  the  same  sides  aby  ac,  that  Vieta's 
hath,  and  lett  t/  ^  be  the  same  that  Vieta  gives ;  now  I  will 

give  a  A  that  shall  have  thes  sides,  so  as  it  shal  bee  impossi- 
le  to  find  anie  pointe  from  whence  lines  drawen  unto  the 
comers  be  in  the  given  rate,  and  that  is  by  giving  a  A  with 
the  same  sides  ab,  ac,  but  in  such  position  as  the  <,  bache 
>  or  < ,  then  Vieta's  <  i  a  c,  in  such  measure  as  Vieta's  two 
circles  doe  nether  cut  nor  touch.  This  rubbe  put  me  out  of 
this  course,  wheruppon  1  betooke  me  to  yoiur  problemes  for 
the  distinguishinge  of  the  sides  of  A^^^  whether  the  summe 
or  difference  of  the  sides  and  the  angle  adjacente  or  contained 
with  the  other  side  were  given  in  this.  I  proceed  still  with 
much  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  I  have  also  putt  in  order  all 
thos  propositions  which  you  also  gave  me,  but  I  had  copied 
in  lose  papers  and  with  ill  diagrammes,  so  that  all  the  thinges 
stand  well ;  and  so  I  thanke  God  doe  we  also,  excepte  my 
catle,  which  have  al  this  winter  bene  persecuted  with  the 
murraine ;  since  Christmas  verie  neere  I  have  lost  100  beastes, 
— Vieta's  sacrifices  to  the  witch  Melutina  for  the  invention 
of  one  probleme.  But  1  skarce  keepe  my  promise  with  you. 
Farewell.     I  am  all  yours. 

William  Lower. 

To  his  especial  good /rind,  Mr,  Thomas 
Harriotiy  deliver  thes. 

*  The  ApoUomiMM  Galhu  of  Vieta  was  tint  published  in  1600,  and  contains  a 
restoration  of  the  lost  treatise  on  tangendes,  which  Pappus  describes  as  forming 
part  of  the  roirot  avaXvofievot.  See  the  article  Apollonius  in  the  New  General 
Biographical  Dictionary,  which  was  written  by  the  editor  of  this  volume.  The 
problem  which  Lower  refers  to  is  one  of  the  most  general  in  the  series. 
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WILLIAM  LOH'ER  TO  THOMAS   HARRIOT^ 

[MS.  Addit.  6:69.  Orig.] 

Iia'TenIi,  Prida;-,  Julj  I9tb.  ISII. 
Sioce  you  iacounige  me  so  much  1  will  proceede  in  thos 
calculations  of  cT,  and  as  I  tinish  anic  I  will  send  them  unto 

you  ;  iudeed  to  find  the  issue  so and  in  the  later  so 

impossible  to  be  reconciled,  had  uttcrlie  discouraged  me,  hut 
that  now  hy  yoiu-  letter  I  perceave  ther  may  bee  pood  use 
made  even  of  ther  discordance,  therfore  of  this  I  will  say  no 
more  till  I  send  you  more.  The  leasure  that  the  countrie  life 
afTbrdeth  us  here,  hath  g^ven  me  meanes  to  run  oier  manie 
things  since  I  left  the  course  of  calculation,  but  amongst 
others  the  3  vexations  of  scientificall  mortals  hath  held  me 
most,  to  wit,  the  squaringe  of  the  circle,  the  dubUnge  of  the 
cube,  and  the  philosopher's  stoonc.  From  tlie  £st  I  am 
come  of  handsomelie  enough,  and  have  made  myselfe  much 
sporte  in  the  discoverie  of  mine  owne  parallogismes,  but  in 
the  later  1  sticke  still,  and  am  like  to  make  you  sporte  bar, 
I  come  fairelie  of,  but  iudeed  I  have  here  much  olxum,  and 
therefore  I  may  cast  awaye  some  of  it  in  vaine  pursuites, 
chusinge  alwayes  rather  to  doe  somethinge  worth  nothioge 
then  nothingc  at  all.  How  fturo  I  had  proceeded  in  this,  1 
nicnt  now  to  have  gi\fn  you  au  account,  but  that  the  reportc 
of  the  unfortunate  Erie's  relapse  into  calamitie  makes  me  be- 
leive  that  yo\i  are  enough  troubled,  both  with  his  misfortunes 
and  my  lady's  troubles ;  and  so  a  discourse  of  this  nature 
would  be  unseasonable.  Neve rthel esse,  give  me  leave  to 
crave  a  worde  or  two  in  ansivere  of  thes  doubts,  which  I  will 
beesilie  propound  as  folloneth  : — 

1.  First  whether  O  and  d  be  bodies  so  difSculte  to  be 
dissolved  as  alchemists  affirme,  I  meaue  by  dissolution  (as  I 
thinke  they  doe),  that  they  must  bee  pctrifyed  and  distilled? 

2.  If  they  may  bee  dissolved,  whether  with  one  simple  alone 
or  with  manie  ? 

3.  If  they  may  be  dissolved  and  petrifyed,  whether  ther 
rectifyed  partes,  beinge  coiijoyned  againe,  will  be  multiplied 
in  virtue? 

4.  And  lastlie,  that  which  should  have  bene  asked  first,  an 
sit  elixir? 

But  at  this  time,  this  much  is  to  much.  I  am  sorrie  to 
heare  of  the  new  troubles  ther,  and  pray  for  a  good  issue  of 
them,  especiallie  for  my  ladle's  sake  and  her  fine  litle  ones. 
So  for  the  prcsente  I  rest,  as  of  old.       Your  true  frind, 

William  Lower. 
To  his  expecia//  good  frind,  Mr.  Thomas 

Harriott,  att  Sioti. 
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THOMAS  AYLESBURIE  TO  THOMAS  HARRIOT. 

[MS.  Addit.  6789.  Orig.] 

Margett,  April  15th,  1613. 

Good  Mr.  Harriotts, — Bycause  I  have  no  other  newes  to 
send  you,  you  shall  only  receave  the  bare  relacion  of  our 
voyage  from  Chatham  to  Margett  att  the  North  Forland, 
which  I  can  tell  you  in  breiffe,  though  it  was  to  us  (new  sea- 
men) very  tedious.  For  wee  went  on  board  the  sixt  of  April, 
and  are  but  now  arrived  att  the  Foreland  the  15.,  which  you 
will  say  is  very  longe,  but  that  vou  know  the  danger  of  the 
sands,  and  contrarie  winds  too,  if  yours  att  Sion  agree  with 
ours  att  sea.  I  have  learned  here  certaine  strange  words 
amonge  our  mariners,  which  to  interpret  will  require  some 
tyme.  If  we  had  bene  at  Ylushinge,  I  mought  perhaps  have 
told  you  more,  but  I  could  forbeare  writinge  to  you  noe 
longer,  though  to  Uttle  purpose,  savinge  only  to  lett  you  un- 
derstand that  wheresoever  I  am,  I  am  boimd  to  remember 
you,  and  soe  rest 
'  Your  very  loyteringe, 

but  lovinge  skollar, 

Thomas  Aylesburie. 

I  must  not  forgett  to  tell  you,  your  glasses  have  fitted  my 
Lord  excellentlie  well ;  and  soe,  as  I  feare  you  will  leese  them 
both,  but  not  without  your  owne  consent,  I  have  noe  aucto- 
ritie  to  promise  till  you  give  leave*. 


JOHN  RUDSTON  TO  THOMAS  HARRIOT. 

[MS.  Addit.  6789.  Grig.] 

June  9th,  1615. 

Sir, — ^As  by  experience  I  have  found  your  singular  hu- 
maintie  by  our  late  conferences,  to  make  good  the  noble  fame 
of  your  great  learning,  so  hath  itt  emboldened  me  by  this  my 
letter,  to  request  that  you  would  send  me  word  by  this  bearer 
what  the  variation  of  the  needle  is  about  Mosco.    For  at  this 

f  resent  I  have  such  an  ympediment  fallen  into  my  toes,  that 
cannot  walke  abroade,  otherwise  I  had  beene  the  presenter 

*  Aylesburie  is  frequently  mentioned  as  one  of  the  scientific  circle  of  Briggs, 
Harriot,  Warner,  and  others.  Some  of  his  astronomical  observations  are  preserved 
in  MS.  Birch,  4408,  and  are,  as  far  as  I  know,  the  only  remaining  memorials  of 
his  attachment  to  science. 


44  LETTERS  ON  SCIENTIFIC  SUBJECTS. 

of  this  my  request  unto  you  myselfe,  which,  if  it  might  haie 
beene,  I  should  theu  have  moved  some  other  questioos,  viz. 
whether  it  is  probable  that  the  variation  can  be  in  any  pkce 
of  the  world  180  degrees,  or  the  north  point  of  the  needie 
stand  directly  to  the  south.  Allao  whether  a  sbippe  sailing 
right  cast  or  west  hy  the  compasse,  kcepes  upon  a  iiarallel^ 
as  the  common  received  opinion  ainoiigst  maryners  is,  which 
I  thinkc  not,  because  the  east  and  west  of  the  compasitc  is  a 
tangent  to  the  parallell,  but  how  little  soever  it  so  continues 
in  sailing,  it  is  a  portion  or  arch  of  the  great  circle  of  the  east 
and  west,  and  therefore  (I  conceive)  cannot  but  decline  from 
the  parallell.  But  ceasing  to  trouble  you  with  these  miiniier 
of  questions,  I  crave  perdon  for  this  my  boldncs,  resting 
Att  your  command, 

John  Rudston*; 

To  his  very  yoodfrend,  Mr.  Haryatt  i»  J^^| 

Btack-fryars,  be  these  delivered,  ^^^M 


THOMAS  AYLESBURIE  TO  THOMAS  HARRIOT. 

[MS.  A.lciit.  erSP.  Orig.] 

Nenmarkett,  Juiuti?  19tb,  1618-9. 

Sir, — Though  I  have  bene  yet  soe  little  a  while  att  New- 
markctt,  that  I  have  not  any  thing  of  moment  to  ymport,  yet 
I  thinkc  it  not  amisse  to  write  a  bare  salutations,  and  let  you 
know,  that  in  thcise  wearie  journeys  I  am  oftentimes  com- 
forted with  the  remembrance  of  your  kind  love  and  paynea 
bestowed  on  your  loytering  scholar,  whose  little  credit  in  the 
way  of  learning  is  allwaics  underpropped  with  the  name  of 
soe  worthie  a  maister.  The  comet  being  spent,  the  talke  of 
it  still  runnes  current  here.  The  King's  Majesty  before  my 
comming  spake  with  one  of  Cambridg  called  Olareotia  (a 
name  able  to  beget  beleefe  of  some  extraordinarie  qualities), 
but  what  satisfaction  he  gave  I  cannot  yet  leame ;  here  are 
papers  out  of  Spayne  about  it,  yea  and  from  Roome,  which  I 
will  endeavour  to  gett,  and  meane  that  you  shall  partake  of 
the  newes  as  tyme. 

Cura  ut  valeas  el  me  atnes,  who  am  ever  trulie  and  unfayn- 
cdly  yours  att  command, 

Thouas  Aylebbubib. 
To  my  right  woorthie  frimd,  Mr.  Thomas 

Harriot,  att  Syon,  tkeise. 
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THOMAS  HARRIOT  TO  THE  DUKE  OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 

[MS.  Harl.  6002.] 

Syon,  June  13th,  1619. 

Sir, — ^When  Mr.  Warner  and  Mr.  Hues  were  last  at  Sion, 
it  happened  that  I  was  perfecting  my  auntient  notes  of  the 
doctnne  of  reflections  of  bodies,  unto  whom  I  imparted  the 
mysteries  thereof,  to  the  end  to  make  your  lordship  ac- 
quainted with  them  as  occasion  served.  And  least  that  some 
particulars  might  be  mistaken  or  forgotten,  I  thought  best 
since  to  set  them  down  in  writing,  whereby  also  nowe  at 
times  of  leasure,  when  your  minde  is  free  from  matters  of 
greater  waight,  you  may  thinke  and  consider  of  them,  if  you 
please.  It  had  been  very  convenient,  I  confess,  to  have 
written  of  this  doctrine  more  at  large,  and  particularly  to 
have  set  downe  the  first  principles,  with  such  other  of  ele- 
mentall  propositions,  as  all  doubtes  might  have  been  pre- 
vented ;  out  my  infirmitie  is  yet  so  troublesome,  that  I  am 
forced,  as  well  that  as  other  traits,  to  let  alone  till  time  of 
better  abilitie.  In  the  meane  time  I  have  made  choyce  of 
these  propositions,  in  whose  explication  you  shall  find,  I 
hope,  the  summe  of  all  that  of  this  argument  is  reasonable  to 
be  delivered.  And  if  any  doubtes  doe  arise  either  of  the 
hypothesis  therein  used,  or  of  the  concomitants  and  conse- 
quences therein  also  intimated,  although  upon  due  considera- 
tion onely  they  may  be  resolved,  yet  because  I  am  beforehand 
in  consideration  of  these  matters,  I  shall  be  ready  when  I 
have  notice  of  them  to  give  your  lordship  full  satisfaction  for 
your  ease.  And  seeing  that  my  purpose,  God  willing,  is 
within  a  few  days  to  see  your  loraship,  I  cease  from  more 
wordes,  resting,  &c.* 

T.  Harriot. 

*  The  Harl.  MSS.,  generally  ascribed  to  Harriot,  and  even  by  tbe  late  Professor 
Rigaud,  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  Charles  Cavendish.  In  MS.  Harl.  6083  is 
a  paper  in  the  autograph  of  Harriot,  "  de  nuraeris  triangularibus,''  which  appears 
to  have  hitherto  escaped  the  notice  of  his  biographers.  According  to  Aubrey,  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  gave  Harriot  a  pension  of  £400  per  annum,  and  to  Ro- 
bert Hues  and  Walter  Warner  he  gave  £40  (Lives,  p.  368).  Hues  was  the  author 
of  a  popular  little  work,  de  utu  globorum^  which  passed  through  several  editions, 
and  was  also  translated  into  English.  I  do  not  know  whether  a  Mr.  Hues,  who 
is  mentioned  in  MS.  Harl.  4728,  p.  5,  as  having  been  a  chaplain  at  the  Bermudas, 
be  the  same  person. 


I 


[MS.  Addit,  67aO.Ong.] 
Sir, — These  shall  request  you  to  forgive  me  my  absence 
untill  to  morrowe ;  then  I  shall  give  you  a  more  pivlictikr 
accounte  of  my  discourse  with  Mayenie.  In  the  meauc  time, 
I  shall  lett  you  Udowc  that  he  cannot  possibly  com  to  Lon- 
don, thougbe  he  have  manny  occasions  to  invite  him  to  it, 
but  he  desicrs  much  to  see  you  there ;  but  betweene  this  and 
twesday  he  will  send  you,  under  his  hand,  the  methodc  thil 
he  wolde  advise  you  in  the  cure*.  Tomorrowc  I  shall  a 
you  myseb'e.     In  the  meane  time,  I  remaine 

Your  assured  frende, 
Sam.  Ti-RNi 
To  his  very  good  frende,  Mr.  Hariot,  give  these. 


HENRY  BRIQGS  TO  THOMAS  LYDYAT. 


1 


[MS.  Bodl.  313.  Orig.] 
Good  Mr.  Lydiat,— My  desire  «as  to  iinve  seen  you  here 
this  Act,  and  to  iiavc  enjoyed  your  company  and  coult-rence 
about  our  common  business,  the  furthering  of  such  as  desire 
to  understand  the  mathematics,  and  to  have  desired  you  to 
have  holpen  nie  to  Origanus,  whereof  I  should  have  some 
continual  use.  I  pray  you  therefore  send  it  me  safe,  and 
leave  it  for  me,  if  I  be  not  in  tovm,  with  Mr.  Crane  of  New 
College,  my  very  good  friend,  or  when  you  think  good,  that 
at  my  coming  home  I  may  not  fail  to  have  it.  I  am  still  at 
my  logarithms,  and  can  neither  huish  them  to  my  mind  nor 
let  them  alone.  If  your  calling,  being  of  so  high  a  nature, 
would  give  you  leave  seriously  to  intend  other  business,  1 
should  intrcat  you  to  strive  to  get  out  your  meditations  and 
great  pains,  and  to  demonstrate  every  thing  as  you  go,  with- 
out which  I  think  you  cannot  have  that  acceptance  and  ap- 
plause that  your  great  pains  have  deserved.  But  we  that 
have  no  such  eminent  business  may  be  busied  about  these 

*  Harriot  died  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1621,  of  s  ranceroiii  ulcer  in  Ihe  lip.  I 
give  this  ihnit  tetter  as  a  hjogniphlca]  itluatralion.  In  (he  same  volume  are  dnftt 
of  Iwo  letter*  from  Horriot  to  his  physicians,  detailing  the  nature  of  liig  compliinl, 
and  dated  in  16U  and  IfilTi,  uhich  shovis  that  lie  must  have  been  hans»d  with 
this  disease  for  sonic  years.  Tlieodare  Maycme.  mentioned  in  this  Dole.  «■>  a 
very  eminent  physician  at  Ihe  time :  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  geuendly  knovD 
lliat  several  volumes  of  medical  collectanea  in  his  autograph  are  preservei]  in  the 
Cambrii^  Public  Library. 
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trifles  in  respect,  though  in  themselves  they  desi  * '  to  be  of 
good  account.  Thus  wishing  you  all  happiness  and  success 
to  your  liking,  I  take  my  leave. 

Your  very  assured  loving  friend, 

Henry  Briggs. 
From  Merton  Coll :  this  11  July,  1623. 


THOMAS  LYDYAT  TO  HENRY  BRIGGS. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 

Mr.  Briggs, — ^There  was  delivered  to  me  yesterday,  in  the 
afternoon,  at  Banbury,  by  one  of  my  neighbour  ministers,  a 
letter  from  you  bearing  date  the  1 1  of  July,  i.  e.  Friday  was 
sennenet,  which  he  said  was  delivered  to  him  yesterday  was 
sennenet,  the  morrow  after  the  Act.  And  touching  that  you 
write  therein  about  your  Origanus,  for  which  I  thank  you, 
and  your  Kepler :  because  you  signified  you  were  likely  to 
be  from  home,  1  have  written  to  Mr.  Crane  of  New  College, 
with  whom  you  wished  me  to  leave  them  in  your  absence, 
and  sent  money  to  buy  others  of  the  same  for  me,  or  rather 
for  yourself,  because,  as  I  told  you,  yours  were  somewhat 
bruised  and  wronged  by  my  carriage,  and  peradventure  might 
be  more  in  the  recarriage. 

Now  whereas  you  renew  your  motion  of  demonstrating, 
thereto  I  answer  still,  as  before,  bene  mones.  And  whenso- 
ever you  or  any  man  else  from  generality  shall  proceed  to 
particular  specifying  of  any  assertion  of  mine  not  sufficiently 
demonstrated  and  proved  according  to  the  nature  thereof,  I 
will,  by  God^s  grace,  do  my  best  endeavour  to  demonstrate 
and  prove  it  better.  But  I  hold  not  a  diagramme  the  only 
way  and  means  of  demonstrating,  nor  so  generally  necessary 
as  you  seem  to  urge.  To  give  you  an  instance ;  I  met  the 
other  day  at  London,  with  Lansbergius  his  Progymnasmata 
Astronomise  restituta;,  where  in  the  10  pag.  applying  the 
sun's  parallaxe  to  Hipparchus  his  Equinoctial  observations, 
to  make  them  serve  his  turn,  he  sets  down  a  diagramme  to 
demonstrate  that  the  true  vernal  a^quinox  is  sooner,  and  the 
true  autumnal  later  than  the  apparent,  in  regard  of  the  paral- 
laxe, which  to  me  seems  superfluous.  For  having  granted 
that  the  parallaxe  makes  the  sun  seem  lower  than  truth,  he 
that  cannot  thereupon  conceive  that,  in  his  ascent,  he  attains 
the  vernal  sooner  than  he  seems  to  attain  it,  and  contrarywise 
in  his  descent  he  seems  to  attain  the  autumnal  sooner  than 
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he  dotlt-itttain  it;  nnd  consequently  the  vernal  true  miw 
needs  be  sooner,  and  the  aiitumniil  true  later  than  the  appecr- 
ing:  say  I,  he  that  cannot  conceive  the  necessity  hereof 
without  a  diagramme,  is  a  verier  dunce  than  myself,  and  not 
far  from  that  itehing  morbo  demonstrandi  that  some  havt 
complained  of  before  me.  In  a  word,  I  hold  it  as  absurd  to 
require  diagrammeB  where  they  arc  needless,  as  not  to  put 
them  where  is  need.  And  if  there  be  any  that  will  not  look 
upon  my  writings  for  want  of  diagrammes,  they  may  iook 
beside  them,  and  they  will  for  me. 

Further  to  acquaint  you  with  my  studies,  I  have  nithio 
this  twelvemonth,  since  my  last  being  at  Oxford,  scribled  out 
three  inchoate  and  imperfect  treatises  of  astronomy :  the  first, 
of  the  obliquity  of  the  zodiak  in  our  age,  which  repulsing; 
the  insensible  inobservable  paraltaxe,  and  the  imaginary  re- 
gular refraction  obtruded  by  Tycho,  1  find  with  Regiomon- 
tanus  and  the  Landgrave,  to  be  23j  degrees  at  the  most :  the 
second,  of  the  sun's  apparent  anomaly  and  ecceDtricitT, 
which  I  have  by  many  observations  confirmed  to  be  accord- 
ing as  I  before  supposed,  18^  days,  and  333J,  whereof  the 
radius  is  100,000 ;  with  the  greatest  prosthaphieresis,  igr.  54 
str.  42  sec:  the  third  is  of  the  place  of  the  Sun's  Apognram; 
for  the  reversing  whereof  to  the  ^Eatine  Solstice  and  begin- 
ning of  Cancir,  I  have  with  much  labour  found  out  aboTe 
fifty  good  observations  of  Waters,  the  Landgraves,  Byrgin* 
his,  and  Tycho's  own  Inst  Bohemicks.  But  speed  these  its 
they  may,  with  diagrammes  or  without,  I  am  resolved  ngaiast 
the  bringing  in  of  the  Gregorian  year  and  calendar  into  our 
country,  to  oppose  my  great  Period  or  Annus  Magnus ;  and, 
with  God's  help,  to  maintain  against  whatsoever  Jesuit  or 
Papist ;  and  in  regard  of  the  contempt  and  disgrace  that  hath 
been  otfered  my  poor  self  and  it,  to  stand  for  a  reward  of  my 
pains  in  finding  or  restoring  of  it.  But  haste  breaks  off  this 
idle  talk.  I  was  even  chiding  ripe  with  my  neighbour  mi- 
nister for  keeping  your  letter  so  long  in  his  hand.  I  know 
not  whether  he  doubted  me  to  be  the  man  to  whom  it  wa» 
meant,  because  you  endorsed  it  to  Alkerton  in  Buckingham- 
shire. Indeed  my  direct  way  to  Alkerton  fntm  l^ondon, 
whence  I  came  upon  Friday  was  senncnet,  the  1  lili  of  Julr. 
which  day  your  letter  bears  date,  is  to  Aileabury,  and  so  all 
along  through  Buckinghamshire ;  but  Alkerton,  my  nati\x 
soil  and  dwelling-place,  is  in  the  utmost  skirt  of  Oxfordshire 
northward,  as  I  have  heretofore,  although  not  demonstrated, 
yet  declared  without  a  diagramme  in  mine  Astronumicnl 
Epistle,  a  copy  whereof  I  remember  I  gave  you.  And  from 
thence  at  this  time,  I  thank  God,  in  health,  1  take  It 
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you ;  the  23  of  Julian  July,  and  4th  of  ours^  on  Wednesday 
Morning,  1623. 

Yours,  Thomas  Lydyat. 


THOMAS  MAN  TO  THOMAS  LYDYAT. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313,  Grig.] 

April  19th,  1625. 

Sir, — In  your  letter,  written  to  Mr.  Crane,  and  dated  the 
23rd  of  July,  1623,  you  made  mention  of  a  manuscript,  which 
was  a  paraphrase  of  Ptolomie's  Almagest,  and  extant  in  our 
library* :  out  of  which  you  desired  to  have  copied  out  the 
beginning  of  the  third  book  so  tiEir  as  to  those  words  answer- 
ing the  Greek  tovtcov  S'  ovtq)?  expmoiVy  &c.,  together  with  the 
marginal  notes,  and  if  there  were  ought  else  to  be  found  either 
in  the  beginning,  or  end  thereof,  or  any  where  else  concerning 
the  antiquity  and  author  of  it.  To  give  you  satisfaction 
herein,  Mr.  Warden  hath  taken  great  care  and  pains;  for  he 
hath  employed  one  of  our  fellows  in  copying  it  out,  and  hath 
transcribed  it  himself.  You  shall  receive  both  the  copies  by 
the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  William  Grif&th ;  but  I  fear  neither  of 
them  will  answer  your  expectation.  For  first,  whereas  you 
suppose  this  manuscript  to  be  a  paraphrase  of  Ptolomy,  it 
appears  plainly  by  the  same  book  oeing  extant  in  the  library 
of  All  Souls^  College,  that  it  is  only  a  mere  translation.  In  ' 
the  preface  of  which  book,  after  a  strong  commendation  of 
this  JPtolomy  and  his  work,  there  is  some  mention  made  of 
this  translation.  The  words,  because  they  are  a  sufficient 
proof  hereof,  and  will  satisfy  your  demand  concerning  the 
author  and  antiquity  of  it,  I  have  sent  you  as  I  find  them  at 
the  end  of  the  preface;  and  they  are  these :  lAber  hie  prtecepto 
Jkfaimonis  regis  Arabum,  qui  regnavit  in  Baldathy  a  Alahazer 
JUio  Josephifilii  Matte  Arismetid,  et  Sergio  filii  Elbe  YplanOy 
in  anno  12  et  2000  Secta  Sarracenorum  tranalatus  est ;  qui 
quidem  liber  est  Magnus  dictus  Almagesti,  quern  BartholonuBus 
Bheleudensis  de  scientia  stellarum,  et  motuum,  qui  sunt  in 
ccelOf  conscripsit.  The  same  translation,  but  without  this 
preface,  is  extant  in  the  same  Library,  excus.  a  Petro  Liech- 
tenstein, Colon.  Venetiis,  1515.  Again,  that  clause  which  you 
aim  at  especially,  as  I  understood  by  Mr.  Doctor  Bainbridge, 

*  The  manuscript  here  referred  to  is  probably  that  mentioned  in  Bernard's 
Catalogue  (fol.  Oxon.  1697,  p.  37.)  under  the  title  of  **  Ptolomsi  almagestum  ex 
Arabica  in  Latinam  linguam  versum."  This  forms  No.  281  of  the  manuscripts  in 
the  library  of  New  College. 
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and  whicli  in  our  mnnnscript  is  thus  in  the  text,  jti  in  eoni- 
dtratumibus  dfcepti  fuerimus  in  i/uarta  diet,  ut  sit  inter  ipaam 
el  9unm  differentiam  quarta  diet ;  this  clause,  I  say.  is  not 
found  in  the  manuscript  or  printed  book  of  All  Soula ;  in  the 
printed  book  not  at  all;  and  in  tbe  MS.  'tis  only  in  the  mar> 
gin  thus :  ut  sit  inter  ipsam  et  suam  differentiam  quarto  diei. 
Other  diversities  of  reading  in  All  Souls'  MS.  you  sbalJ  find 
noted  in  the  margin  of  one  of  these  copies.  As  for  the  mar- 
ginul  notes  in  our  MS.,  Mr.  Warden  hath  with  great  labour 
transcribed  them :  they  being  written  in  a  very  small  charac- 
ter, and  full  of  abbreviations.  This  is  all  1  thought  pood  lo 
acquaint  you  with  concerning  this  matter.  If  you  shall  de- 
eire  to  be  farther  certified  in  any  special  point  out  of  this  MS., 
you  shall  find  ine  (besides  others)  as  willing  to  perform  at  any 
time,  as  now  to  promise  my  best  furtherance  therein ;  aail  «$ 
I  lea\'ing  you  to  God's  protection,  rest 

Your  friend, 
Thomas  Maiv.j 


THOMAS  LYDYAT  TO  THOMAS  MAN. 
[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 
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Alkerton,  Ma;  12(h.  1625. 
Sir, — Touchinf^  the  letter  I  received  from  you,  dated  April 
the  19th,  almost  three  weeks  since,  together  with  tbe  tran- 
script out  of  the  Latin  paraphrase  of  Ptolemy,  as  I  termed  it 
in  my  letter,  wherein  1  desired  it  to  be  sent  me  almost  two 
years  agone,  then  deeming  it  a  matter  of  no  greater  moment 
or  difficulty,  but  that  I  might  easily  have  obtained  it  within 
two  or  three  days ;  whereas  you  write,  you  fear  neither  of  the 
copies  will  answer  mine  expectation  ;  truly  mine  expectation 
thereof  «  as  no  greater  than  I  signified  in  my  letter,  and  had 
before  set  forth  in  print,  and  given  copies  thereof  into  your 
library,  that  you  needed  not  to  be  ignorant  of  the  matter. 
Hut  I  must  confess  it  fell  out  very  greatly  contrary  to  mine 
expectation,  that  it  was  so  long  diffcrred,  which  I  imagined 
might  have  been  so  soon  obtained ;  and  that  made  me  at 
length  the  more  earnestly  to  urge  not  only  to  others  of  your 
fellows,  my  kind  friends,  according  as  I  met  with  them,  but 
in  the  end  also  to  your  worthy,  and  by  me  accordingly  re- 
spected, Mr.  Warden  himself;  I  say  the  more  eamcstlv  and 
almost  obstinately  to  urge  that  which  in  the  beginning  I  did 
not  so  much  respect :  because  I  began  to  suspect,  that  not  the 
difficulty  of  the  matter,  but  some  sinister  surmise  arising  upon 
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the  impairing  of  my  credit  amongst  you  was  the  cause  of  the 
differring  of  it  so  long,  contrary  to,  I  wiU  not  say,  your  pro- 
mise,  but  my  expectation.  Wherein  I  accounted  myself  not 
a  little  wronged,  yet  not  by  you,  but  by  some  other,  by  whose 
means  I  had  been  so  much  discredited  amongst  you  of  that 
excellent  society ;  whose  good  opinion  of  me  I  have  ever  yet 
esteemed,  and  so  shall  esteem  ever  while  I  live,  as  one  of  my 
ffreatest  worldly  comforts. 

^  Now  for  yoilr  reasons  why  you  fear  your  transcripts  will 
not  answer  mine  expectation :  first  because  it  appears  plainly 
to  be  only  a  mere  translation  which  I  supposed  to  be  a  para- 
phrase :  I  termed  it  so  by  reason  of  the  clauses  here  and 
there  inserted  more  than  the  text,  and  for  illustration  of  the 
text,  which  is  the  property  of  a  paraphrase ;  and  I  thought  I 
might  the  boldlier  so  term  it  because  Scaliger  had  likewise 
termed  it  before  me,  namely,  in  his  Tract,  de  Emend.  Temp., 
pag.  370,  calling  both  the  author  Paraphrasten  Arabem,  and 
the  translation  itself,  Paraphrasin.  As  for  the  words  you 
transcribed  out  of  the  end  of  the  preface  of  All  Souls'  MS.,  to 
satisfy  my  demand  concerning  the  author  and  antiquity  of 
it :  the  antiquity  of  the  Arabique  was  no  part  of  my  demand 
or  doubt :  as  having  seen  the  same  long  since,  not  only  in  the 
forealleged  place  of  Scaliger,  but  before  in  Christman's  Ap- 
pendix to  Alfrugan,  pag.  471^  out  of  a  MS.  of  the  Palatine 
Library :  neither  yet  the  antiquity  of  the  first  Latin  transla- 
tion out  of  the  Arabique :  which,  out  of  the  same  place,  and 
also  otherwise,  is  sufficiently  known  to  have  been  procured 
by  the  Emperor  Frederick  the  Second,  simamed  Siculus: 
but  my  demand  was  concerning  the  antiquity  of  your  own 
particular  copy  of  that  translation.  Nevertheless  you  have 
done  well  that  you  have  transcribed  those  words  touching  the 
Arabic,  and  thank  you  for  it. 

Concerning  the  second  cause  of  your  fear,  namely  the 
clause  that  Mr.  Dr.  Bainbridge  gave  you  to  imderstand  I  did 
especially  aim  at :  neither  did  I  ever  tell  him  so  much,  nor 
any  man  else,  neither  is  it  true :  neither  doth  that  paraphras- 
tical  insertion,  being  cither  wholly  or  partly  omitted  in  other 
MSS.  or  printed  copies,  make  much  either  for  or  against  the 
goodness  of  your  own.  But  the  clause  which  I  did  indeed 
especially  aim  at,  and  in  regard  whereof  chiefly  I  did  and  do 
term  your  old  Latin  translation  of  the  Almagest  a  paraphrase, 
is  that  immediately  following  those  words  cited  by  me  in  the 
top  of  the  32nd  page  of  my  Astronomy  epistle,  a  circulo  ad 
circulum  [antequam  demonstraret],  have  both  your  tran- 
scripts :  but  as  I  have  read  it  heretofore,  because  I  could 
make  no  sense  of  the  other,  and  thereu]>on  made  an  annota- 
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tion,  which  some  of  my  learned  friends  have  seen  alrnost'i^l 
years  a^ne :  ad  ipivm,  or  ju.vta  quern,  or  quod  diriment  ea^ 
sideratinnea  positm.  Touching  your  two  transcripts,  I  un- 
derstand the  fairer  of  them  to  be  Mr.  Warden's  oitd  hand- 
writing :  for  which  I  request  you  to  return  him  fi-uiu  me  many 
dutiful  thanks ;  withal  signifying  unto  him  that  I  had  not  ao 
little  wit  or  msjiners  either,  aa  to  wish  himself  to  be  at  such 

Eains :  but  used  his  name  in  my  letter  only  because  I  supposed 
e  knew  best  whom  to  employ  about  it.  Coocemiiig  the 
point  in  controversy  about  the  confounding  or  dividing  of  two 
of  Hipparchus  hia  vernal  observations,  I  pray  you  return  my 
commendations  to  your  mathematic  reader,  whose  I  uodei^ 
stand  the  other  transcript  to  be,  with  many  thanks  Ukeni^ 
for  his  pains.  And  whereas  in  the  marginal  notes  of  your 
manuscript  there  is  one  against  the  vernal  observations,  which 
either  I  had  not  before  marked,  or  else  have  since  forgolten> 
namely,  pro  prima  est  secunda  vel  transposita :  I  desire  him 
to  send  me  word  whether  that  appear  to  be  of  the  same  band 
and  antiquity  with  the  other.  Again,  whereas  in  hia  tran- 
script against  those  words,  et  post  annum,  transcribed  in  the 
text,  but  afterward  blotted  out  again,  there  is  moreover  ad- 
joined tliis  marginal  note,  et  punt  nminm  tfeleavlur,  whether 
tlmt  bi-  the  ancient  censure  of' cither  nfAl!  Soiils'  co]>ics,  the 
manuscript  or  the  printed,  or  his  own  censure ;  because  all 
those  three  words  are  quite  left  out  of  them  both  without  any 
marginal  note  or  censure  at  all.  In  a  word,  because  the  un- 
certainty which  of  the  three  copies  he  took  for  the  ground  of 
his  transcript  breeds  some  confusion  to  mine  understanding 
of  his  diverse  readings  in  the  mai^in ;  I  request  him  to  be  at 
so  much  the  more  pains  as  to  transcribe  all  that  concerns  the 
same  one  or  two  vernal  obsen'ations,  being  not  half  a  score 
Hues,  from  et  post  hoc,  to /ere  per  5  horas,  word  for  word, 
distinctly  and  severally  out  of  all  three  copies,  with  such 
marginal  notes  as  each  of  them  have :  and  thereto  to  add  the 
fourth,  which  I  understand  to  be  in  Sir  Henry  Saville's  Ma- 
thematic Library,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  he  may  easily  ob- 
tain in  regard  of  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Briggs.  And  to 
him  I  desire  you  both  to  have  me  heartily  commended,  thank- 
ing him  for  Victa  his  Gregorian  Calendar,  which  I  received 
from  him  a  se'nnight  since :  touching  which  1  purpose,  God 
willing  (if  my  building  hinder  me  not  over  much),  to  write 
unto  him  ere  long.  Meanwhile  it  is  not  the  least  cause  of 
my  writing  unto  you  at  this  time,  to  signify  unto  him  that  I 
have  recei\ed  it,  and  good  content  with  and  by  it. 

And  thereupon  I  request  you  all  three,  namely  Mr,  Briggs, 
together  with  Mr.  Miller  (for  that  I  have  been  given  to  un- 
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derstand  your  mathematic  lecturer's  name  is)  and  yourself^  to 
have  me  commended  to  Mr.  Bainbridge^  widi  whom  it  seems 
you  are  familiarly  acquainted ;  and  tell  him^  whereas  toward 
the  end  of  his  Vespers'  lecture,  the  last  act,  wherein  he  dis- 
coursed of  the  reformation  of  the  year  and  calendar,  he  very 
sharply  and  bitterly  inveighed  against  certain  absurd  periods, 
whereby  some  went  about  to  restore  the  same :  I  desire  to 
know  (which  I  would  further  have  asked  himself,  if  I  could 
have  had  any  more  speech  with  him,  or  with  Mr.  Briggs  at 
that  time)  whether  he  meant  mine  or  no  ?    And  if  mine  (be- 
cause I  know  none  other  that  hath  insisted  in  the  same  course), 
what  it  is  that  misUkes  him  in  them  ?   whether  they  are  not 
framed  according  to  the  right  definition  of  a  Period  or  Annus 
Magnus  ?  or  whether  they  be  not  sufficiently  demonstrated, 
because  without  a  diagramme,  to  whit,  linear,  and  properly  so 
termed  ?  which  then  it  will  be  his  part  to  overthrow  by  in- 
stance, propounding  some  other  briefer  or  better,  of  another 
manner  and  structure,  than  of  Enneadecaeterides  and  Hen- 
decaeterides :  not  Yieta's  (consisting  of  3400  Julian  years),  as 
great  a  mathematician  as  he  was,  and  as  well  skilled  in  dia- 
gramms :  which  (if  upon  such  a  sudden,  amidst  the  clutter- 
ing noise  of  my  labourers  about  mine  ears  pulling  down  my 
house,  and  the  hammering  of  mv  masons  to  buUd  a  new,  I 
rightly  conceive)  to  make  a  truly  defined  period,  he  must 
correct  it  by  my  rules,  making  it  shorter  by  one  whole  month 
of  29  days  than  Vieta  himself  propounded :  and  so  equalling 
it  to  eleven  halfs  of  my  great  period  together  with  my  duode- 
narie  period.     Or  whether  he  thinks  not  any  period  at  all 
profitable  or  needful  for  the  restoring  of  the  year  and  calen- 
dar?   But,  and  if  my  form  of  calendar  displease  him;  it  may 
please  him  to  imderstand,  that  the  calendar  is  not  of  the 
essence,  but  an  accident  to  the  period:  as  whereunto  any 
form  of  either  lunar  or  solar  calendar  may  be  accommodated ; 
even  the  Julian  itself:  as  I  have  well-nigh  two  years  since 
declared  in  the  preface  of  my  three  Diatribse,  as  some  of  my 
learned  and  worshipful  friends  can  bear  me  witness :  there 
being  the  same  reason  of  the  more  ancient  solar  calendar  of 
Dionysius  Alexandrinus,  and  of  the  Augustan  Alexandrinian, 
with  twelve  tricenary  months,  and  five  or  six  days  appendices ; 
more  commodiously  to  be  placed  immediately  before  either 
equinox,  or  the  aestine  solstice.     Hereof  I  desire  an  answer 
with  as  much  convenient  speed  as  you  can  procure  it :  and  so 
I  commit  you  to  God's  gracious  protection. 

Yours, 

Thomas  Lydyat. 
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THOMAS  LYDYAT  TO  SIR  HENRY  M. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 

To  the  right  tBorHldpful  his  ever  honoured  tutor.  Sir  Hairy 
Marline,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty^  ^-c.,  tw  tmr 
Lord  and  Saviour  Christ,  health  and  proiperiiy  of  tout,  bodg 
and  whole  estate. 

Sir, — My  request  unto  you  is  to  move  Sir  John  Woisttn- 
ham  (and  whomsoever  else  you  kno\T  likely,  after  so  many 
defcates  aad  discouragements,  to  give  yet  another  essay  to- 
wards the  Ending  of  the  Northern  passage  to  the  west  of 
America  and  the  East  Indies,  so  long  sought  for  by  our  Eng- 
lish nation,)  to  give  entertainment  to  a  scholar,  the  sou  of  a 
citizen  of  London,  being  sorted  with  a  good  and  discreet 
captain  or  master,  a  skilful  pilot  and  well  experienced  in  the 
northern  icy  seas,  and  some  thirty  or  four^  other,  honc^ 
Bober  and  industrious  men,  to  give  his  best  advice,  and  do 
his  true  and  best  endeavour,  for  the  discoveiy  of  the  coasts 
under  the  North  |>ole,  and  within  ten  degrees  round  about, 
es]jecially  beyond  it :  and  from  those  parts  so  discovered, 
"illi  thu  Ircnditig'  of  the  land,  and  tliu  rli;inni'ls  and  ciirriiils 
of  the  sea  diligently  observed,  and  the  stopping  and  clearing 
thereof  with  and  from  the  ice  duly  noted  and  marked,  to  find 
out  the  passages,  and  fittest  passage  to  the  aforementioned 
places.  For  which  his  endeavour  and  enterprize  of  discovery 
of  those  polar  regions  undertaken  upon  hope  of  good  success 
through  Almighty  God's  gracious  guidance,  assistance  and 
blessing,  he  demands  the  loan  of  thirteen  hundred  poimda  to 
be  presently  (within  this  fourtnight)  laid  down  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts,  upon  good  security  of  lands  and  goods 
pawned  to  the  value  therof,  for  four  years.  Within  which 
time,  if  the  same  Polar  regions  be  discovered,  then  all  those 
lands  and  goods  to  be  clearly  released  and  resigned  to  him 
and  his  assigns  for  his  recompense,  without  repay  of  any 
money :  or  in  ease  he  die  in  the  voyage,  yet  if  by  the  occasion 
and  means  thereof  the  aforesaid  discovery  be  made,  the  same 
recompense  to  be  made  in  like  manner  to  his  lawful  heirs  ac- 
cording to  bis  last  uill.  But,  and  if  it  please  God  of  His  in- 
finite mercy,  that  by  the  same  means  the  Northern  passage 
be  found  out  as  far  as  to  New  jVlbion  discovered  from  the  south 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake  on  the  west  part  of  America,  or  Japan 
on  the  east  of  .Vsia ;  then,  upon  the  ascertaining  of  such  dis- 
covery, there  sliall  be  added  to  the  former  sum  seven  hundred 
pounds  more,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  assigns  by  his  will. 
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And  in  whatsoever  plantations  or  colonies  of  the  British  na- 
tion hereafter  propagated  and  established  upon  occasion  of 
this  discovery,  that  is  to  say,  in  those  places,  and  by  such 
passage;  there  shall  be  duly  and  truely  paid  the  tenth  in 
kind  of  all  manner  commodities  whatsoever  accrueing  by  sea 
or  land,  to  the  maintenance  of  an  able  ministry  of  God^s  word, 
and  schools  of  all  manner  of  good  learning,  in  the  same.  Lastly, 
upon  the  acceptance  of  this  offer,  there  shall  be  given  to  the 
maker  thereof,  in  way  and  manner  of  earns,  a  pair  of  the 
largest,  newest  and  best  globes,  and  twenty  nobles  in  money, 
to  the  furnishing  him  with  books  of  like  argument,  for  the 
better  performance  thereof. 

So  desireth  (the  l7th  of  October,  1626.) 

Your  distressed  old  pupil, 

Thomas  Lydyat. 

Concerning  the  motion  that  was  made  to  me  the  other  day 
by  Sir  D.  D.  about  going  to  Constantinople  with  the  new 
ambassador  that  is  shortly  to  go  thither ;  I  do  not  desire  it 
otherwise,  than  there  to  get  a  pass  to  travel  to  some  of  the 
principal  cities  in  Greece,  Natolia  and  Syria,  and  to  Alex- 
andria and  Cairo :  and  thence  by  means  of  the  patriarch  of 
Alexandria  and  the  Abasen  pilgrims,  that  travel  yearly  that 
way  to  and  from  Jerusalem,  to  go  in  company  with  them  into 
Ethiopia,  unto  mount  Amara,  to  know  the  truth  of  what  hath 
been  reported  touching  the  library  there ;  and  thereabouts  to 
study  in  divinity,  history,  and  astronomy.  If  this  may  be 
effected,  I  shall  think  myself  much  beholden  to  them,  by 
whose  means  it  is  effected.  But  in  the  meantime  I  want 
fourty  marks  to  print  mine  almanacks :  and  (I  should  have 
said  first)  to  buy  me  a  suit  of  apparel  to  defend  me  from  the 
cold. 

November  30th,  1 626. 

Thomas  Lydyat. 


HENRY  BRIGGS  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch.  4.395,  Grig.] 

Merton  College,  October  25th,  162S. 

Good  Mr.  Pell, — I  must  acknowledge  that  I  receyved  vour 
former  letter,  but  my  many  occasions  at  that  instant  andl  my 
suddaine  longe  journey  into  the  northe,  not  knowinge  ether 
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who  brought  your  letter  or  by  whom  to  retume  my  answerf, 
wpTC  the  occasions,  as  I  now  reineniber,  that  you  have  bccne 
put  to  this  second  trouble.  Xow  I  shall  indo'ourr  to  grn 
you  suche  satisDoctioD  a&  I  can,  aud  seinge  I  do  not  know 
who  brought  this  letter,  or  by  whom  more  convenieDtlv  to 
sendc,  1  purpose  to  seode  mine  answere  to  LiondoD,  from 
thence  to  be  brought  to  Trinity  College  where  I  hope  it  will 
finde  you. 

1.  For  your  first  demande  {seinge  I  do  not  know  whose 
lines  you  use,  my  answer  wU  be  somewhat  more  uucertaiiK, 
and  it  may  be  the  author  whom  you  followe  would  satisfie 
you  more  fully,)  'tis  well  if  1  ean  satisfie  tor  mine  on~nc  de- 
fectca.  These  artificiall  numbers  (injuriously  named  sines) 
are  uot  made  for  degrees,  minutes,  &c.,  hut  for  the  true  tintu 
dali  ctyuacunijue  gradus  et  mtnuli :  therefore  if  you  first  finde 
the  true  sine  of  any  arkc,  the  NotAi  may  best  be  found  by  the 
gcnerall  rule  set  downe  in  14  cap.  of  my  booke,  Dato  cuUtM 
numero  abtoiuto,  Logarilhmtm  congruum  invenire  et  contra. 
But  if  this  seeme  too  tedious,  you  may  use  the  parte  pro- 
portionall.  If  60  nunutes  or  secondes  rather  (for  the  minutes 
are  expressed  in  the  printed  tables)  ^ve  the  whole  dilferen« 
in((r  duos  prorimos ;  what  shal  be  the  difference  to  be  added 
or  siibtriicti'il  tor  2j"  or  any  other  iiumbCT:  buc  in  the  parte 
proportionail  we  muste  not  expect  suche  exact  precisenes  as 
ill  the  former,  especially  if  there  be  any  notable  inequalitie  in 
the  differences  next  adjoyninge:  where  we  may  not  safely 
trust  proportion^  as  namely  in  the  artificiall  sines  of  the  be- 
ginninge  and  cnde  of  the  quadi-ant.  But  if  you  be  willinge 
to  inlai^c  some  parte  of  your  table  to  secondes,  I  have  ex- 
pressed the  maner  in  my  booke  cap.  12,  and  more  easily 
ta|).  1 3,  H  here  first  you  may  inlarge  them  to  fiftes  of  minutes 
or  to  12";  and  if  you  be  at  leisure  afterwards  to  24"  or  to 
the  25  parte  of  a  minute ;  then  (the  differences  beiuge  brought 
more  nere  to  equalitie)  you  may  somewhat  more  safely  trust 
the  parte  proportionail. 

2.  Concerningc  the  logar,  of  alt  fractions  proper  or  impro- 
per, see  my  10  cap.  and  for  a  general!  rule  take  this,  Diffe- 
rentia logarithmorum  numerator'ts  el  denominatoris  est  loga- 
ril/mus  datarum  partinm.  As  of  I  017609125905568  of  ^ 
—01/609  etc.  of  '^"Z  OJ4678748622466  of -rVij  —034678  etc. 
And  contra,  to  finde  the  absolute  number  of  any  logarithme, 
seeke  the  logarithme  in  the  tables,  and  if  it  be  there  you  shall 
ha\  c  the  absolute  number  in  the  margent ;  if  it  be  not  there, 
then  by  the  parte  proportiunall  you  may  come  nere  it,  so  that 
if  needc  be.  you  change  the  characteristic  a  as  is  prescribed  in 
the  1 1  caj>.  de  qua  in  4  cap.,  for  so  there  wil  be  lesse  defect  in 
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the  parte  proportionally  when  the  tabular  differences  are  nerer 
to  equalitie,  by  whiche  meanes  you  shall  come  to  the  nume- 
rator of  your  fraction  whose  denominator  is  alwaies  1000  etc. 
For  example^  the  log.  of  10  is  1.0000  etc. ;  therefore  the  log.  of 
the  V  of  10  must  be  050000  (for  we  must  very  warily  regard 
the  characteristica,  otherwise  the  answer  wil  be  false)^  alter 
the  characteristic  and  it  may  be  +  50000  and  in  32  chiliads 
you  shall  finde  the  absolute  number  next  imder  that  whiche 
you  seeke  is  31622 ;  this  must  be  augmented  by  the  part  pro- 
portional!, whiche  is  7763,  so  that  the  number  is  316227763 ; 
now  seinge  the  characteristic  is  0,  till  I  did  augment  it,  it  is 
apparant  that  the  roote  of  10  is  3j-^^§^^^,  or  rather 
3,162277^3  as  I  usually  write  it.  But  this  aggreethe  not  withe 
the  roote  sett  downe  in  the  10th  page  of  my  booke.  I  must 
confesse  it.  The  parte  proportionall  is  alwaies  in  these  cases 
somewhat  defective:  see  my  16.  cap. 

3.  Conceminge  Mr.  Wingate^s  booke  I  hope  well  that  all 
he  saithe  are  true ;  but  I  have  not  so  advisedly  looked  on  it, 
that  I  may  justly  ether  except  or  approve  all;  but  if  you 
please  to  mention  in  your  next  any  particular,  I  shall  tell  you 
mine  opinion. 

4.  My  desire  was  to  have  those  chiliades  which  are  want- 
inge  betwixt  20  and  90  calculated  and  printed,  and  I  had 
done  them  all  almost  by  m^selfe  and  by  some  frendes  whom 
my  rules  had  sufficiently  informed,  and  by  agreement  the 
busines  was  conveniently  parted  amongst  us:  but  I  am 
eased  of  that  charge  and  care  by  one  Adrian  Vlacque  an  Hol- 
lander, who  hathe  done  all  the  whole  100  chiliades,  and 
printed  them  in  Latin,  Dutche  and  Frenche,  1000  bookes  in 
these  three  languages,  and  hathe  sould  them  almost  all ;  but 
he  hathe  cutt  of  four  of  my  figures  throughout,  and  hathe  left 
out  my  dedication,  and  to  the  reader,  and  two  chapters  the 
12  and  13,  in  the  rest  he  hathe  not  varied  from  me  at  all. 

And  thus  I  have  desired  to  make  an  amendes  for  my  an- 
sweringe  no  sooner.  If  yet  there  remaine  any  scruple,  liF  you 
please  to  write  the  thirde  time  I  shall  be  desirous  to  give  you 
further  satisfaction.  And  so  commendinge  you  and  your 
studies  to  the  gratious  blessinge  of  the  Almightie,  I  take  my 
leave,  ever  restinge. 

Your  very  lovinge  firende, 

Henrje  Brioos. 
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Bocordo,  October  31u.  IfiZS, 
Mr.  Briggs, — Aft«r  a  fiill  year  gone  and  past,  from  the 
time   I   delivered  you  the  two  little  notes  in   August  {wm 
twelve  months)  which  you  say  you  lost :  I  did,  though  with 
much  adoe,  eniforce  myself  to  inake  them  again.     The  cause 
of  my  then  commilting  them  unto  you,  had  I  not  told  you, 
you  must  easilycoaceive,was  to  have  your  judgmejit  of  them, 
to  the  end  that  aftcnvards  I  might  shew  them  unlo  others  of 
luy  worshiptul  fiiends  to  be  motives  to  stir  them  to  do  some- 
what &r  mc,  either  to  the  helpiug  me  out  of  prison,  tluit  was 
aud  is  my  most  desire  and  main  suit;  where,  through  the  ex- 
ceeding care  that  1  had  the  lust  year  to  discharge  my  debts 
Bs  fast  as  I  could,  and  indeed  faster  than  1  well  could;  I 
thank  God  for  all !   1  was  as  near  starviag  for  hunger^  ^mut 
the  time  you  were  last  with  me,  in  Febnior}-,  as  I  think  ever 
pour  prisoner  was  that  scaped  it.     I  had  sent  you  this  copy 
iu>  soon  OS  1  had  new  mndc  it,  but  that  I  understood  you  were 
from  home.     In  the  meantime  1  sent  it  to  New  College,  to 
Mr.  Stringer,  bv  him  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Warden ;  who,  1 
thiuik  him,  the  other  day  brought  it  to  me  again  hirasclt 
As  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Stringer,  I  dare  not  say  it  is  to  shew  the 
probability  of  so  great  a  refraction,  for  fear  lest  all  the  astro- 
nomers on  this  side  the  hither  tropic  have  me  by  the  ears  for 
it :  but  only  the  possibihty :  leavuig  the  full  determining  of 
the  business,  till  1  come  either  under  the  North  pole,  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  I  sent  you  this  time  twelvemonths,  or  over 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  whither  I  say,  to  the  one  place  or 
to  the  other,  even  to  the  world's  end,  I  pray  God  send  me 
Side,  so  out  of  prison.     ]  shewed  it  not  long  since  to  Mr. 
Pesor,  at  liis  kind  \-isiting  me,  which,  I  thank  him,  he  hath 
often  done ;  at  what  time  he  told  me,  to  my  comfort,  he  was  of 
my  mind,  that  astronomy  would  never  be  perfited  until  there 
were  some  astronomical  observations  made  under  the  sequi- 
noetial,  and  beyond  the  farther  tropic,  to  be  compared  with 
ours.     Now  I  send  you  the  same  again,  to  the  same  ends 
that  1  committed  them  to  you  at  the  first.  Good  Mr.  Briggs, 
do  not  lose  these  too :  but  unperfite  as  they  be,  let  me  have 
your  judgment  of  them,  within  this  sennenet  or  thereafter,  as 
your  leisure  will  permit.     So  with  mine   hearty  commenda- 
tiun;:,  tuid  thanks  for  all  your  kindnesses,  I  bid  you  farewell. 
Your's, 

Thouas  Lydyat. 


LBTTBEft  ON  SCIENTIFIC  SUBJECTS.  59 


A  PAPER  ON  THE  WEIGHT  OF  WATER,  BY  THE 
DUKE  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

De  pondere  aqtue,  quo  premtmtur  y\,  quibus  aUiua  incumbiL 
Quasiio  ab  iUustrissimo  domino  Henrico  ComUe  Northum- 
bria  proposifUy  ei  ventUata. 

[From  Addit.  MS.  6789.] 

Quam  sit  illud  verum  quod  vulgi  sermone  tritum  novimus ; 
errorem  quantumvis  exiguum  in  principio,  mobilitate  vigere, 
sed  ad  finem  in  immensum  excrescere,  et  quotidiana  experien- 
tia  probat,  et  qusestione  hac  proposita  dilucide  constat.  Nam- 
que  cum  initio  libri,  de  iis,  quae  vehuntur  in  aqua,  Archimedes 
posuisset  instar  principii  Postulatum  quoddam,  de  motrice  na- 
tura  Aquse,  et  partes  ejus  minus  pressae  cedant  loco  magis 
pressis :  ab  hoc  Axiomate  vel  non  clare  ab  eodem  enunciato, 
vel  perperam  ab  aliis  intellecto,  quantum  in  errorem  prae  cae- 
teris  prolapsus  est  Simon  Stevinus,  qui  labi  cum  eo  una  no- 
lunt,  mecum  jam  convenit,  ut  animadvertant.  Itaque  tria  erunt 
nobis  seorsim,  et  breviter  tractanda. 

Primo  statuendum  est,  quis  sit  genuinus  sensus  ejusdem 
Postulati  Archimedei. 

Secundo  manifestandus  est  error  Stevini. 

Tertio  asserendus  est  consensus  Phenomenon,  experimen- 
torumque  ipsa  cum  veritate  juxta  intentionem  ejus  postulati 
idque  maxime  ad  praesentis  quaestionis  solutionem. 

De  Primo. 

Proponit  Archimedes  Postulatum  illud  suum  hujusmodi. 
Ponatur  humidi  naturam  talem  esse,  ut  partibus  ejus  ex  aequo 
positis,  et  continuis,  minus  pressa  a  magis  pressa  extendatur. 

Omnis  vero  pars  humidi  urgetur  ab  hunudo  existenti  supra 
illud  in  perpendiculo,  si  humidum  ipsiun  sit  descendens  ali- 
quo,  aut  ab  aliquo  pressum. 


CHRISTOPHER  POTTER  TO  WILLIAM  BOSWELL. 

[MS.  BodL  313.] 

March  28th,  1632. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  most  willing  to  help  forward  your  cha- 
ritable intention  towards  Mr.  Lydyat  (a  man  of  great  merit, 
and  who  might  be  useful  to  the  public  if  he  were  freed  from 
this  miserable  condition)  and  to  serve  you  on  this  or  any  other 
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occasioii  Kith  m}:  uttermost  forces.  I  have  effeetuallv  treated 
with  Mrs.  Hare,  and  desired  a  woTthy  friend  of  mine.  Dr.  Piai 
ol  New  Cflliege,  and  Dr.  lies  of  Hart  Hall,  who  hath  much 
]K>wer  with  her,  to  assist  me  in  this  treaty.  The  ^ entJctromaa 
much  cumplains  of  the  iojustice  of  bini  and  his  brother,  and 
of  their  dealing  ^th  her,  and  sars  in  effect  that  the  sum  now 
due  to  her  is  200L :  that  they  are  able  enough  but  not  triUii^ 
to  satisfy  her,  that  they  have  received  not  long  since  50»/.  {or 
land  sold,  that  they  have  defeated  many  other  poor  men  in 
this  kind,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Lydyat's  persooal  debt  to  tier  ts 
501,,  that  he  threatened  to  feed  his  brother  in  prison  with  bo- 
money,  that  being  here  in  Bocardo  he  waa  wont  to  flout  and 
jeer  her  as  she  passed  the  streets,  and  to  say  he  tvould  make 
her  jet  it  in  one  silk  gown  the  less,  that  he  is  now  building  ■ 
new  house  upon  his  benefice  and  therefore  is  not  so  jioor  as 
he  pretends,  &c.  ,\11  this  and  more  she  avows  with  great 
confidence,  and  seems  more  sensible  of  their  scods  than  of 
any  other  injuries.  Yet  to  gratify  so  many  worthy  friends  ai 
have  moved  her  in  thisbusiness,  she  ia  content  to  remit  12<M, 
and  to  take  for  all  80/.,  as  50^.  in  land,  and  any  honest  man's 
hand  (but  she  clearly  refused  to  deal  with  cither  of  them)  for 
the  30/.  in  some  reasonable  time,  two  or  three  years.  Here 
is  the  utmost  point  to  which  for  aught  1  can  guess,  she  will 
be  drawn.  She  says,  furtlier,  that  she  is  aged,  and  a  woman 
not  able  any  way  to  improve  her  small  store  upon  which  she 
lives:  that  she  maintains  a  great  numherof  her  necessitous  kin- 
dred, and  is  forced  with  her  great  expence  by  law  to  right 
their  injuries:  that  she  is  charitable,  but  doth  not  believe 
Mr.  Lydyat's  fit  objects  of  charity :  that  she  yields  all  this  to 
his  friends  and  hers,  nothing  to  him. 

For  my  part  I  cannot  believe  that  Mr.  Lydyat,  a  wise  man 
and  a  scholar,  would  forget  himself  so  far  as  to  taunt  and 
flout  her.  Both  he  and  she  sure  tiave  been  abused  by  some 
talebearer.  Yet  methinks  it  would  not  be  amiss  if  Mr.  Ly- 
dyat did  clear  himself  to  her  for  that  contempt,  which  most 
deeply  she  apprehends,  and  by  his  letter  give  her  fair  satisfactiou. 
Some  soft  words  to  that  purpose  may  yet  a  little  more  moUiiy 
her.  And  for  the  niainmatter,youbeingso  worthily  pleased  to 
help  him  so  hberally,  what  if  he  laid  on  his  benefice  a  pen- 
sion of  10/.  for  three  years  to  pay  her,  or  procure  his  brother 
to  i)ay  it,  as  in  reason  and  conscience  (if  he  have  any ;  she 
thinks  it  very  small)  he  ought.  But  she  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them.  Here's  the  best  account  I  can  give  you  of  this 
negociation. 

When  you  go  into  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  when  you  are 
there,  I  shall  ever  attend  you  with  mine  hearty  prayers  tliat 
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you  may  do  God  and  his  church,  and  this  whole  state  such 
good  service  as  all  that  know  you  do  assuredly  expect. 
I  shall  be  ever,  Sir, 
Tour  most  affectionate  fHend  to  honour  and  serve  you^ 

Charles  Potter. 


THOiMAS  LYDYAT  TO  WILLIAM  BOSWELL. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 

Mr.  Boswell, — Although  the  course  that  you  have  taken  in 
my  business,  to  treat  with  Mrs.  Hare  for  some  remission,  be 
diverse  from  the  intent  of  my  petition,  (the  preferment  where- 
of to  his  Majesty  and  procuring  a  gracious  answer,  was  my 
whole  suit  unto  you,)  yet  have  I  that  opinion  both  of  your 
true  well-meaning  toward  me,  and  of  your  wisdom,  that  you 
did  it  in  sincere  good-will  unto  me,  and  for  the  best.  For  by 
this  means,  to  move  the  more  commiseration  of  my  case,  is 
the  extremity  of  mine  adversary's  hard  dealing  with  me,  not 
only  manifested  and  confirmed,  but  also  aggravated,  yea 
doubled.  It  is  manifested  and  confirmed,  in  that  she  hath 
partly  concealed  and  smothered,  and  partly  altered  and  falsi- 
fied, the  true  state  of  our  controversy,  and  manner  of  my  debt 
unto  her ;  as  you  may  perceive  by  my  petition,  whereunto,  to 
avoid  needless  repetitions,  I  refer  you :  wherein  that  I  have 
truly  stated  and  declared  the  one  and  the  other,  both  my  bro- 
thers and  nephews  grants  under  their  hands  and  seals,  that  I 
have  to  shew,  will  evict,  and  our  whole  country  both  can  and 
will  testify  on  my  behalf.  And  this  main  wrong  of  her  con- 
cealing and  shining  and  falsifying  the  state  of  the  contro- 
versy, is  aggravated,  yea,  at  least  doubled,  by  her  heaping 
thereupon  a  sort  of  slanderous  reports  to  my  defamation,  a 
greater  wrong  than  my  five  years^  imprisonment,  (yet  I  ac- 
count that  so  great,  that  although  she  were  worth  a  brace  of 
thousand  pounds  more  than  she  is  worth,  she  could  not  make 
me  amends  for  it,)  whereby  she  would  make  the  world  believe 
she  hath  cause  to  deal  so  uncharitably  and  unconscionably 
with  me,  which  otherwise  she  would  not  choose  but  be 
ashamed  of.  The  unlikelyhood  of  my  threatening  to  feed  my 
brother  in  prison  with  her  money  (whereof  I  never  received 

nor  was  surety  for )  you  may  easily  conceive  by  my 

complaining  in  my  petition  of ,  wilfully  defeating  me  of 

their  grant  made  unto  me,  after  I  had  so  far  engaged  myself 
in  theu*  debts.    Touching  my  being  wont  in  Bocardo  to  flout 


I 


I 
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anA  jcET  her  as  she  px-twd  the  streets  :  in  the  trhole  time  (t 
year  and  three  tjuarters)  of  my  beiiifr  thrre,  I  tras  nerrr  awair 
of  her  passing  by,  but  only  once,  that  she  tras  sbL-n-ed  me,  it 
which  time  the  part;  1  nas  then  walking  and  taHang  with  will 
testify  1  used  do  eurly  unseemly  speeches  or  befaanour  towsnt 
her.  And  as  for  her  objeeting  in  special,  that  I  was  t^-ont  toay 
I  would  make  her  jet  it  in  one  silk  goim  the  less:  she  tbe^eiD 
bewrayed  herself  to  be  a  weak  woman,  of  less  wisdom  thanslw 
wotUd  be  taken  to  be.  I  was  never  thrice  in  her  compaor, 
HOT  did  I  erer  to  my  remembrance  t^e  so  much  notioe  of 
lier,  as  that  she  went  in  a  silk  gown.  Alas !  silly  woman,  u 
if  1  had  nothing  else  to  busy  my  wits  about,  but  to  mark 
what  gowns  she  and  her  like  went  in.  But  indeed  the  de- 
feiiture  of  a  silk  gown  is  a  tit  oUect  for  a  haughtr-spiiited 
woman's  malice  to  work  upon.  That  I  am  bnildmg;  a  new 
bouse  upon  my  benefice,  and  therefore  not  so  poor  as  I  pre- 
tend, is  a  senseless  imputation :  mine  old  house  being  so 
ruinous  as  that  my  predecessor  was  alVaJd  to  lie  in  it,  I  b^nn 
to  build  a  new,  and  raised  it  out  of  the  ground  gtnlle  steed 
high,  before  my  brother  bewrayed  his  estate,  or  ever  1  had 
undertaken  any  part  of  his  debts :  at  what  time  there  was  no 
staying  of  it,  the  old  bein«*  for  the  most  part  already  fallen  or 
pulled  dovi  n,  and  my  worliiiien  entertained  for  the  building  of 
the  new  ;  the  building  whereof  nothing  sumptuous,  but  suit- 
able to  the  place  and  living,  as  every  one  that  sees  it  acknow- 
ledgeth,  cost  and  impoverished  me  an  hundred  pounds,  which 
cost  should  have  been  at  that  time  spared,  and  that  business 
at  leastwise  defferred,  if  I  had  been  acquainted  with  my  bro- 
ther's estate  before  I  undertook  it ;  and  the  finishing  thereof, 
with  the  building  of  the  outhouses  all  likewise  ruined,  for 
which  r  have  been  threatened  to  be  sued  for  dilapidations, 
will  cost  me  fifty  potmds  more ;  which  conscience  binds  me 
to  repair  rather  than  pay  another  man's  debt  to  Mrs.  Hare,  un- 
dertaken upon  a  grant  whereof  I  am  defeated.  Thus  I  find  it 
a  calamity  common  to  me  with  other  of  my  fellow-prisoners, 
that  our  adversaries  are  fain  to  catch  after  and  blaze  abroad 
slanderous  reports  against  us,  to  blear  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
that  they  have  reason  to  deal  extremely  with  us.  But  I  hope. 
Sir,  they  shall  not  blear  yours,  and  much  less  our  gracious 
Sovereign's:  unto  whose  gracious  answer  to  my  petition  (to 
he  [ircsented  by  your  means,  upon  the  preferment  thereof  to 
his  Majesty,  being  my  whole  and  only  suit  unto  you,  for 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew  myself  accordingly  thankful,) 
1  most  humbly  recommend  me ; 

Remaining  yours  to  Im;  commanded  in  all  Christian  duties. 


Thomas  Lvdyat. 


/ 


^ 


■i  lleiich  I'risoii.  Apnl  1,  IC32. 
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THOMAS  LYDYAT^S  PETITION  TO  CHARLES  1. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 

To  my  dread  Sovereign  Lordy  the  King's  most  excellent  Ma- 
jesty^  Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland ;  D^ender  of  the  Faith,  ^c. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, — Mine  humble  petition  to 
your  Majesty  is,  that  you  would  graciously  vouchsafe  to  grant 
your  Royal  Privilege  to  me  and  mine  assigns,  for  our  sole 
printing  of  all  such  books,  tables  and  writings,  as  I  have  made 
or  hereafter  shall  make  ready  to  be  set  forth  and  published  in 
print,  and  of  all  other  such  authors,  not  yet  extant  in  print,  or 
imperfectly  extant,  as  wanting  a  good  and  proportionable 
part  of  their  whole  works,  as  I  shall  find  and  procure  to  be 
printed ;  as  also  of  all  such  translations  into  Latin,  English, 
or  other  languages,  and  commentaries  and  annotations,  as  I 
shall  make  thereupon,  for  their  better  explanation ;  with  suf- 
ficient penalty  upon  the  offenders  within  your  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. And  moreover  that  your  Majesty  would  vouchsafe  me 
your  gracious  leave  and  license  to  travel  into  foreign  parts, 
as  1  shall  find  fit  opportunity,  namely,  into  Turkey,  and 
Ethiopia,  or  the  Abysinian  Emperor's  country,  to  search  and 
find  copies  especially  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  histories,  to  be 
published  in  print ;  and  whatsoever  other  copies  may  tend  to 
the  propagation  and  increase  of  good  learning ; 

Also,  that  your  Majesty  would  graciously  be  pleased,  that 
where  you  have  leiger-ambassadors  and  agents,  with  your 
confederates,  emperors,  kings  and  princes  of  the  countries, 
they  may  in  your  Majesty's  name,  in  the  behalf  of  myself  and 
mine  assigns,  and  at  our  suites,  move  their  highnesses  to 
grant  the  like  privileges  as  aforesaid  to  me  and  mine  assigns, 
within  each  of  their  dominions.  So  desireth,  that  the  whole 
world  may  worthily  acknowledge  your  Majesty's  care  for  the 
advancement  of  the  commonweal  of  good  learning. 
Your  Royal  Majesty's  loyal  subject. 
Humble  petitioner  and  daily  oratour, 

Thomas  Lydyat. 

The  Books  and  Tables  that  I  have  heretofore  set  forth  in  print, 
and  now  ready  to  be  reprinted, 

Pra^lectio  astronoroica. 
Disquisitio  physiologica  de  origine  fontium. 
IVactatus  de  variis  annorum  formis. 
Defensio  de  variis  annorum  formis  contra  Josephi  Sca- 
ligeri  obtrcctationcra. 
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Solis  et  \anse  periodus  octodesexcentenaria.  ^^1 

Epistola  as  trail  o  mica. 

Numerus  aureus  melioribus  lapUHs  insignatus. 

(Dedicated  to  your  Miye$ty'i 
Emeudatio  temponim.  J  dearest  brotfitfr,  the  Mii$tS^ 
Recensio  argumentorum.  i    ble  Prince  Henry  of  bkmri 

[^  memory, 

T  heae  thai  I  have  now  to  print,  not  before  pttbtiafted,  ^H 
Pruisinimn  trium  diatribarum  astroDomicarum.  ^^| 
Diatriba ;  et  aiiimadversiones  astxonomicEe.  ^^| 

Problem  a  astmnomicum. 

Circidi  dimensio  Lydyatca,  Archimedea  succenturiata. 
Marmoreiim    chrouicon   Arundelliaiiiua,    cum    nnnola- 

tionibus, 
Civtna  sphjera  humanorum  eventuum. — Ohxerved  durity 
mine  imprisonment,  and  dedicated  to  your  Majesty. 


THOMAS  LYDYAT  TO  THK  ARCHBISHOP  OP 
CANTERBURY. 

[MS.  Bodl.  662.] 
May  it  please  your  Grace, — Being  desirous  to  Gniab  and 
publish,  as  I  hope  for  tbe  greater  good  of  the  church  of  God 
and  of  my  country,  and  the  commonweal  of  good  Icaroing, 
sundry  books  and  treatises  begun  by  me,  partly  before  and 
partly  during  the  time  of  my  long  imprisonment,  to  the 
finishing  whereof  I  cannot  be  so  conveniently  provided  of 
books  at  my  small  benefice  In  the  country  as  in  London,  Ox- 
ford, and  other  like  places,  furnished  with  libraries  and 
shops  of  books  of  all  sorts;  and  moreover  whereas  the  pub- 
lishing of  them  will  require  my  personal  attendance  for  tbe 
correcting  of  the  printer's  press;  mine  humble  petition  to 
your  Grace  is,  to  grant  me  to  that  end  and  purpose,  a  dispen- 
sation for  absence  from  my  small  parsonage  and  rectory  of  the 
parish  church  of  Alkerton  in  the  county  and  diocese  of  Ox- 
lord,  for  three  years;  and  for  the  drawing  and  sealing  thereof 
by  the  master  of  your  Court  of  Faculties,  to  subscribe  this 
petition  with  your  hand,  which  your  gracious  respect  I  shall 
thankfully  acknowledge. 

Your  Grace's  humble  petitioner, 

Thomas  Lvdyat. 
Tendered,  July  2nd,  11334,  «nd  deferred  till  Michwlmas  fblloiting. 
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WALTER  WARNER  TO  ROBERT  PAYNE. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4279,  fol.  290,  Orig.] 

Westminster,  October  17th,  1634. 

Good  Mr.  Payne, — For  the  problem  of  refractions,  which 
you  write  of,  I  pray  you  by  any  meanes  send  it  to  Mr.  Hobbes, 
together  with  my  most  harty  love  and  service,  or  whatsoever 
els  you  shall  receve  from  me  that  may  be  thought  worth  the 
communicating,  yf  it  plese  you  to  impart  it  to  him,  you  shall 
do  me  a  plesure.  For  I  have  found  him  free  with  me,  and  I 
will  not  be  reserved  with  him,  yf  it  plese  God  I  may  live  to  see 
him  again.  That  analogy  which  you  have,  though  it  be 
but  a  particular  passion  of  the  subject  it  concerns,  yet  it  is 
very  conducible  to  the  theory  and  investigation  of  the  cause 
of  refraction,  the  intention  whereof  ex  principiis  opticis  is  the 
erettest  magistery  in  the  optik  science,  and  for  the  practise 
it  is  of  that  consequence,  as  without  it  the  table  of  refractions 
for  glasse  and  crystall,  which  is  of  grettest  vse,  can  never  be 
constructed,  without  which  table  the  dioptrick  part  of  that  doc- 
trine, which  begins  not  by  reson  of  the  glasses  to  be  in  grettest 
esteem,  will  still  remayne  imperfect,  at  best  not  in  that  degree 
of  perfection  by  much,  as  by  the  help  of  a  well  constituted 
table  of  the  angles  of  refraction  the  busines,  as  I  conceve  it, 
might  be  brought  to.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  Mons^ 
Mydorge^s  way ;  yf  he  make  a  secret  of  it,  I  doubt  not  but 
Mr.  Hobbes  will  know  how  to  trafik  with  him.     So  I  rest 

Your  \Q.rj  loving  and  true  friend, 

Walter  Warner. 


ROBERT  PAYNE  TO  WALTER  WARNER. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4279,  fol.  171,  Orig.] 

Welbeck,  June  21, 1635. 

Worthy  Sir,— I  have  here  returned  you  back  your  papers, 
conteinirig  the  probleme  of  the  mid-ship-mould.  S'  Charles 
and  myself  have  perus'd  them,  but  cannot  understand  more 
of  them  then  is  written  in  Latine  ;  the  rest  we  suppose  are 
notes  of  remembrance,  which  serve  well  for  your  use,  but  give 
us  not  light  sufficient  to  understand  your  meaning.  Only  the 
sixtene  cases  we  apprehend  well ;  but  the  demonstrations  of 
them  we  yet  understand  not,  farther  then  that  in  the  Latine 
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holds.  We  desire,  therefore,  you  would  at  your  Icystire 
struct  us  farther  in  the  demonstrations  of  all  the  cases  i^ 
mayning,  which  I  suppose  you  can  eanily  and  soone  doe  out 
of  the  severall  figures  in  the  English  paper.  We  long  lo 
heare  fro  you  and  to  receive  those  things  you  proniis'd.  My 
Lord  would  gladly  be  a  partaker  of,  and  a  student  in  yoiir 
philosophicall  discourses,  if  you  would  impart  them  to  him. 
He  is  ranch  taken  with  the  device  of  your  perspecti^'e  glasse 
and  desires  you  would  calculate  a  line  for  it,  at  a  good  propor- 
tion, as  40  to  one,  that  we  might  see  whether  it  would  hold 
good  in  practise  as  well  as  it  seems  in  speculatiou  ;  and  if  it 
doe,  he  will  be  ready  to  further  you  in  any  way  you  shall 
desire.  Both  his  Lordship  and  Sir  Charles  recommend  their 
love  to  you  and  soe  does 

Your  friend  to  serve  you, 

Robert  Pavne. 


Pavne.   .^H 


KTR   CHARLES   CAVENDISH   TO   WALTER 
WARNER. 

[MS.  Bircli,  Brit.  Mus.  440S,  fol.  161,  Orig.] 

«>Hi«ck,  May  2iid,  1636. 
Worthie  Sir, — Though  I  have  had  some  diversions,  yet  I  aske 
your  pHrdon  that  I  have  bin  so  longe  before  1  returned  vou 
thankes  for  the  two  tracts  you  were  pleased  to  send  me ;  1 
give  you  manie  thankes  for  them,  and  esteem  (as  they  justlie 
deserve)  vcrie  greatlie  of  them.  I  received  latelie  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Hobbes,  where  amongst  other  things  he  sent  me 
this  paper  beer  inclosed,  which  is  an  experiment  of  the  place 
of  the  image  of  a  thing  contrarie  to  the  olde  tenet ;  a  candle 
being  put  into  a  glasse  of  a  cylindrical!  forme,  the  image  hangs 
pcrpendicularlie  over  the  candle  itself,  as  is  expressed  in  this 
figure,  and  not  at  the  concourse  of  the  perpendicular  from  the 
object  with  the  visuall  line  which  in  this  figure  is  at  the  point 
A.  Mr,  Hobbs  conjectures  that  the  approach  of  the  image 
proceeds  from  the  strength  of  action  from  the  object,  which 
IS  greater  hecre  than  in  a  plaine,  by  reason  of  the  coiicavitie 
of  the  cylinder  which  gathers  the  beames,  and  by  that  meanes 
makes  the  motion  or  streamc  of  the  reflected  beames  stronger. 
I  desire  at  your  convenient  leasure  to  have  your  opinion  of  it, 
as  also  of  this  place  of  the  image  in  convex  glasses.     I  have 
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sent  you  by  this  bearer,  Mr.  Butler,  twentie  pounds  as  our 
acknowledgment  of  your  favoure.  And  so  wishing  you  all 
hapiness,  I  remaine 

Your  assured  freind, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  WALTER 

WARNER. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4444,  fol.  91.  Orig.] 

WeUbeck,  Septem1)er  2nd,  1636. 

Worthie  Sir, — I  give  you  many  thankes  for  the  two  tracts 
you  sent  me,  one  of  the  place  of  the  image  in  concave  and 
convex  glasses,  and  the  other  of  the  making  of  prospective 
glasses.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  some 
doutcs  which  Mr.  Payen  and  I  have  of  some  things  in  these 
tracts,  but  refer  you  to  his  letter,  for  he  hath  promised  me  to 
write  to  you  of  them.  The  greatest  doute  that  I  have  in  your 
tract  of  the  place  of  the  image  is  howe  the  eye  can  take  notice 
of  the  laterall  beames  which  are  without  the  eye,  for  sight 
being  made,  as  you  write,  upon  the  retiform  tunicle,  I  con- 
ceive not  howe  we  can  take  notice  of  the  laterall  beams  which 
are  refracted  before  they  come  thither,  or,  as  I  conceive,  we 
take  no  notice  of  that  refraction.  Sir,  you  see  the  boldness 
I  take  to  trouble  you,  which  your  former  favours  have  en- 
couraged me  to  doe.  And  so  wisshing  you  all  hapiness,  I 
rest. 

Your  assured  freind, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


ROBERT  PAYNE  TO  WALTER  WARNER. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4458,  fol.  26.  Orig.] 

Welbeck,  October  3rd,  1636. 

Good  Mr.  Warner, — ^Though  the  plague  (thanks  be  to  God) 
hath  not  yet  come  nere  us,  yett  we  fcele  the  ill  effects  of  it. 
One  whereof  is,  the  interruption  of  intercourse  of  letters  fro' 
us  to  you,  and  you  to  us. 

I  had  some  time  since  written  to  you  concerning  the  two 
tracts  you  sent  last  to  Sir  Charles  Cavendysshe,  but  I  was 
not  certaine  where  you  were,  or  how  my  letter  should  come 
at  you."    Now  having  notice  of  your  continuance  at  Cran- 
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boroe  lodge,  and  the  conveniency  of  a  passenger  that  vaw,  I 
have  advertised  these  lines  to  you,  desirins;  to  heare  from  you 
agayne  by  the  next  opportunity  you  can  finde. 

In  your  tract  De  Loco  Imaginis,  &c.,the  theorem es  you  take 
for  principles,  uiidemoiistmted,  require  demonstration,  as 
much  as  the  conclusion  you  would  proove  by  them,  which 
yourself  having  first  given  notice  of,  1  suppose  it  worth  your 
paines  to  send  their  demonstrations ;  and  so  to  cleere  the 
manner  of  vision,  how  it  is  made,  demonstratively ;  for  as  yet 
we  take  all  upon  probability. 

But  suppose  these  theoremes  were  demonstrated,  there 
is  yet  one  maine  doubt  remaining ;  and  that  is,  how  the  sense 
should  take  notice  of  the  laterall  beames,  which  only  touch 
on  the  superficies  of  the  eye,  and  enter  not  into  it  directly, 
but  refracted.  And  if  the  sense  follow  the  directioD  of  the 
refracted  beame,  that  leads  it  not  to  the 
object.  As  suppose  the  lateral  bejime  be  ' 
B  O ;  the  refracted  bearae  in  the  eye  O  A ; 
the  doubt  is,  how  the  sense  can  take  no- 
tice of  B  O  without  the  eye,  aoe  as  by  that 
to  be  descried  in  the  place  of  the  image. 
Whereas  it  seemes  more  probable  the  eye 
should  be  sensible  only  of  the  hrameO  A, 
which  is  within  it;  but  then  if  it  follow 
the  direction  of  this  beame  AO,  it  will 
lead  it  to  P,  against  all  experience.  But  it  may  be,  the 
cleare  expression  and  good  proofe  of  the  manner  how  vision 
is  made,  will  satisfye  this  inquisition  and  cleare  the  doubt; 
I  meane  the  manner  how  simple  vision  is  made,  and  how  in 
that  the  sense  judges  the  object  without  it  to  be  in  such  a 
place,  and  not  short  or  further  on ;  for  though  this  forme  is  a 
thing  evident  of  itself,  yet  when  I  consider  it  more  seriously, 
I  tinde  it  not  sufficiently  demonstrated  by  any  I  have  yett 

Agayne,  supposing  the  sight  to  be  discovered  on  the  lateral 
beames,  yet  it  is  not  thoroughly  apparent  why  it  should 
judge  the  place  of  the  object  to  be  in  the  concurse  of  these 
beames.  You  will  say  perhaps,  else  it  would  judge  the  ob- 
ject to  he  in  two  places.  This  I  well  conceive  as  an  absurdity 
crossing  under  experience  ;  but  the  cause  a  priori  is  the  thing 
I  looke  for  and  woidd  have,  if  it  may  he  had.  And  indeed 
this  lawe  well  cleered  would  necessaryly  conclude  the  former, 
except  single  vision  may  be  made  on  one  line,  and  then  the 
former  doubt  must  be  cleered  by  itself. 

Concerning  your  other  tract  of  the  Prospective.  The  short 
time  1  stayd  with  you  permitted  me  not  to  take  sufficient  in- 


structions  from  you  to  satisfye  Sir  Charles  in  the  matter  of 
that  calculation ;  nor  the  effects  of  the  glass  fociia  according 
to  the  measureB  of  it.  The  doubts  we  conceive  of  its  eSecta, 
supposing  the  calculations  right,  are  these. 

1.  How  clere  vision  can  be  made,  by  beames  tending  to  an 
angle  in  the  eye  :  for  this  seemes  contrary  to  one  of  the  theo- 
remes  undemonstrated  in  your  other  tract :  but  your  glass 
drawea  the  beames  to  an  angle  on  the  eye, 

2.  How  one  beame  can  he  sutHcicnt  to  cause  cleare  vision 
of  the  point  whence  it  comes ;  for  soe  your  glass  seemes  to 
be  calculated,  to  refract  ordinately  but  one  beame  from  one 
point  of  the  object. 

3.  But  if  you  say  the  glass  so  form'd  will  convey  all  the 
beames  falling  on  it  from  one  poynt  ordinately  to  the  eye, 
this  would  be  well  demonstrated ;  for  else  it  would  cause  con- 
fusion, and  so  destroy,  if  not  all,  at  least  clere  and  distinct 
vision. 

4.  Lastly,  supposing  all  before  were  made  good ;  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  hand  or  toole  of  any  artificer  be  able  to 
wurke  the  formes  or  moulds,  and  consequently  the  superficies 
of  the  glass  soe  true,  as  that  to  nature  they  shall  be  distin- 
guished from  other  convexe  superficies,  as  the  spberiques, 
coniques,  &c. 

Sir,  I  know  it  is  a  difficult  taake  for  you  to  treat  by  letters, 
but  since  we  have  yet  no  other  way,  and  that  the  infectious 
ayrc  hinders  both  yours  and  my  guoing  to  London,  where  we 
might  meet  to  consider  how  to  bring  this  to  some  good  pass, 
1  desire  you  to  doe  us  the  favour,  in  the  meane  while,  to  write 
to  us  as  oft  as  you  can. 

I  heure  Mr.  Hobbes  is  expected,  with  his  charge,  very 
shortly.     1  doubt  not  but  he  will  tinde  you  out;  and  by  him 

Siu  may  send  your  letters  to  us,  if  you  can  finde  no  other, 
r  if  you  send  your  packett  to  one  Mr.  Boothe,  steward  to 
the  Countess  of  Devonshyre,  at  Byfiett,  nere  Oatlands,  to  be 
sent  by  him  to  me  at  Welbeck ;  in  regard  of  messengers  that 
pass  between  tlicm  and  us,  your  letters  will  come  to  us  that 
way. 

Sir,  I  beseech  you  present  my  humble  service  to  the  noble 
knight  and  lady,  where  you  are,  as  also  to  Mr.  Aylsbury  and 
Mr.  Hyde,  with  my  hearty  thanks  to  them  for  their  favours. 
Soe  God  keepe  you  and 

Your  faythfiill  friend  and  scrv'ant, 
Robert  Payne. 
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THOMAS  LYDYAT  TO  MR.  ROUSE. 

[MS.  llodL  313.] 
To  his  friend,  Mr.  Rouse,  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  and  Ketyier 
of  Ihe  public  Library  in  Oxford. 
Mr.Rouse. — Having  occasion  to  send  lo  Oxford,  I  have  sent 
you  a  copy  of  my  period  for  Dr.  Morrison,  not  so  fair  a  one 
as  I  would,  (during  mine  imprisonment  my  papers  of  some 
were  many  of  them  stained,  and  some  quite  marred  with  wet;) 
but  indeed  all  that  I  have  left,  except  only  that  with  Dr.  Bain- 
bridge  his  censure,  and  mine  answer  to  it;  a  transcript  whereof, 
and  of  my  postcript  in  the  bottom  of  my  table  hung  in  the 
library,  beinc;  some  part,  of  it  worn  away,  I  have  sent  withal : 
that  yon  might  the  better  understand  what  I  sud  to  you,  of 
hanging  up  a  better  in  its  place.  I  pray  you  remember  my 
service  to  Dr.  Morrison  :  I  ivould  I  were  able  to  gratily  him 
or  any  of  you  all  in  a  better  matter.  I  pray  you  also,  as  you 
have  fit  opportunity,  remember  me  to  Dr.  Turner ;  1  was  in- 
deed very  desirous  to  have  spoken  with  him,  and  tarried  all 
that  afternoon,  the  night  following,  and  the  next  day,  till  past 
nine  oclock  in  Oxford,  only  for  that  cause :  and  when  he  sent 
me  word  ljy  Jiis  man,  that  1  could  not  speak  with  him  till  tno 
oclock  in  the  afternoon,  the  excuse  that  I  made  was  true,  that 
my  horse  was  weak,  and  borrowed  but  for  a  day  :  whereunto 
I  might  have  added,  that  the  poor  man  of  whom  i  borrowed 
him  (my  nephew,  the  hearer  hereof,  lately  one  of  your  college 
tenant's  tenant  in  Kenington,  whose  errand  to  Oxford  at  this 
time  is  to  bring  a  child  of  his,  one  of  my  grand  nephews,  to 
be  a  chorister  in  New  College,)  hath  none  other  means  to  get 
his  living  but  by  his  teem,  whereof  that  was  one,  and  the 
principal  his  f  hiller:  as  all  your  college  tenants  and  the  whole 
town  of  Kenington  can  witness  :  and  therefore  I  was  loth  to 
adventure  the  wronging  of  him  in  that  kind  ;  especially  this 
busy  time  of  harvest,  and  opportunest  time  of  the  year  to  cart 
any  whither.  Otherwise  I  could  have  been  content  to  have 
further  attended  Dr.  Turner's  leisure.  So  with  remembrance 
of  my  duty  to  my  betters,  and  with  my  duty  and  my  best 
service  to  my  good  nurse  the  University  of  Oxford,  I  remain 
Yours  to  be  commanded  in  what  I  may, 

Thomas  Lydyat. 
AUcrtnn,  Aug.  'Z,  Ifi.ifi. 
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NATHANIEL  TORPORLEY  TO  THE  DUKE  OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4409,  fol.  87.  Orig.] 

July  5th,  1632. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, — I  presumed  heretofore  to 
move  your  Lordship  on  the  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  for  some  con- 
sideration to  be  had  of  his  extraordinary  expense  in  attending 
the  publication  of  Mr.  H.'s  book,  after  the  copy  was  finished. 
The  same  humble  request  I  am  induced  to  renew  by  reson  of 
his  present  wants,  occasioned  by  that  attendance. 

For  his  literary  labour  and  paines  taken  in  forming  the 
work  and  fitting  it  for  the  publick  view,  he  looks  for  no  other 
reward  then  your  Lordship^s  acceptance  thereof  as  an  honest 
discharge  of  his  duty.  But  his  long  attendance  through  un- 
expected difficulties  in  seeking  to  get  the  book  freely  printed; 
and  after  that  was  undertaken,  the  frivolous  delaies  of  the 
printers  and  slow  preceding  of  the  presse,  which  no  ifatreties 
of  his  or  mine  could  remedy,  drew  him  to  a  gretter  expence 
then  his  meanes  would  here,  including  both  your  Lordship^s 
pencion  and  the  arbitrary  help  of  his  frends.  It  is  this  ex- 
traordinary expense,  which  he  cannot  recover,  which  makes 
both  him  and  me  for  him  appele  to  your  Lordship^s  goodness 
and  bounty  for  some  toUerable  mitigation  therof. 

I  purpose,  God  willing,  to  set  forth  other  peeces  of  Mr.  H., 
wherein,  by  reson  of  my  owne  incumbrances,  I  must  of  ne- 
cessity desire  the  help  of  Mr.  W.,  rather  then  of  any  other ; 
whereunto  I  find  him  redy  enough,  because  it  tends  to  your 
Lordship^s  service,  and  may  the  more  freely  trouble  him,  yf 
he  receive  some  Uttle  encouragement  from  your  Lordship  to- 
wards the  repairing  of  the  detriment  that  Ues  still  upon  him 
by  his  last  imploiment.  But  for  the  future  my  intention  is 
to  have  the  impression  at  my  own  charge,  and  not  depend  on 

the  curtesy  of  those  mechaniks,  making that  which 

may  seeme  to  be  saved  by  the  other  way,  will  not  counter- 
vaile  the  trouble  and  tedious  prolongation  of  the  busines. 
But  the  copies  being  made  perfect  and  faire  written  for  the 
presse,  they  shall  be  sufficiently  bound  to  deliver  the  books 
perfectly  clen  out  of  theire  hands,  and  by  this  meanes  the 
trouble  and  charge  of  attending  the  presse  will  be  saved. 
Therefore,  my  Lord,  what  you  do  now  will  be  but  for  this 
once ;  and  in  such  proportion  as  shall  best  like  you  to  favour 
the  humble  motion  of  him  who  is 

AUway  most  redy  at  vour  Lordship's  commaund, 

T.  A.* 

*  This  letter,  although  signed  by  the  initials  T.  A.,  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
Torporicy,  and  from  that  circumstance  and  the  subject  matter  of  the  letter,  there 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch.  Brit.  Mm,  127P,  fol.  H3.  Orig.] 

Welliagor.  jHnuuj  Blh,  Kill. 

Worthie  Sir, — I  have  not  much  to  ivrite  to  you  of,  onelie 
I  have  heart!  nothing  of  those  bookes  you  writ  to  me  of.  I 
have  sent  you  hereinclosed  what  Meraciinus  latclie  sent  me. 
I  desire  you  will  doe  me  the  favoure  to  write  it  oute  and  send 
it  me,  for  I  confess  liia  hande  is  an  Arabieke  character  to  me ; 
I  praye  you  kecpe  his  paper  till  it  please  God  wee  meete.  I 
doute  heer  hath  bin  ill  weatlier  for  Mr.  Reeves  to  worcke  in. 
And  80  wisshing  you  all  hapiness,  I  rest 

Your  assured  frcind  to  serve  you, 

Cdahles  Cavendysshk. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mm.  4278,  fol.  H6.  Orig.] 

WVIIingor,  F*li.  5,  lG-11. 

Worthiu  Sir, — 1  thanke  you  for  your  letter  and  the  tran- 
script of  Mersennus  problem  ;  if  he  hath  read  Mr.  Brigs  or 
Mr.  Oughtred  I  wonder  he  would  send  it,  but  it  maye  be  he 
hath  found  it  the  analytical!  waye  himself.  I  am  glad  Mr. 
Reaves  was  in  such  forwardness  when  you  writ;  but  1  doute 
the  glass  (which  I  hope  is  nowe  finished)  is  not  of  the  same 
which  you  tried  your  refraction  in,  because  Mr,  Reaves  hafh 
broken  in  his  triall  so  mucli  glass,  that  1  doute  there  is  none 
left  of  that  which  you  tried  your  refraction  in;  but  I  hope 
fine  glass  differs  so  little  in  refraction  that  it  will  not  doe  us 
much  harme.  I  hope  you  goe  on  with  your  owne  analyticall 
«orcke  as  your  occasions  will  permit  you.  I  have  no  more 
at  this  time  to  trouble  you  with,  but  remaine 

Your  assured  frelnd  to  serve  you, 

CuAltLES  CaVEXDYSSHE. 


cim  he  lillle  liouW  liiit  lliat  it  was  writlpn  and  cnmposeii  by  him.  There  is  no 
diri  clinti  to  this  IrUer,  but  tlie  allusioD  la  Warner's  |«iision  ^hows  to  whom  it 
won  nihlrvsseit.  It  is  scarrely  necessarj'  to  oliserve  that  Ibc  initials  \V.  and  11,  are 
inlendcd  fur  ^^amer  and  Harriot.  Tliis  letter  will  Errve  to  show  the  reaam  why 
Toqwrley  aflerwards  atluokcd  tbc  work  of  Harriot :  he  doubtless  fiuled  in  some 
application  to  the  Duke  n(  Norlhnmlicrland,  and  his  well-known  irascible  temper 
ronvcrled  his  previous  respecl  for  Harriot's  memory  into  hntred.  See  my  Life  of 
Sir  Samuel  Morlind,  |i.  2R. 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  134.] 

Wellingor,  June  26, 1641. 

Sir, — I  perceive  oure  business  of  making  the  perspective 
glass  proceeds  not,  and  I  knowe  not  well  howe  to  help  it, 
unless  there  be  some  as  good  matter  to  make  glass  in  some 
other  place  to  be  bought,  for  it  seemes  that  at  Broadstreet 
will  not  be  had;  I  am  not  willing  to  trouble  Sir  Robert 
Mansfeild  about  it,  though  I  thinke  he  would  not  denie  me. 
Therefore,  if  you  or  Mr.  Reaves  can  finde  fitting  matter  for 
us  somewhere  els,  ye  should  doe  me  a  greate  favoure ;  Broad- 
street  I  suppose  will  be  the  best  place  to  make  the  glass,  when 
ye  have  bought  the  stuff  to  make  it  of.  I  shall  write  to  Mr. 
Reaves  to  give  us  his  help  herein.  I  must  againe  thanke  you 
for  your  waie  of  ordering  aequations,  and  doe  desire  that  you 
will  proceed  in  your  intended  analyticall  worcke,  as  your  oc- 
casions will  give  you  leave.  I  desire  to  knowe  if  Mr.  War- 
ners analogical!  worck  goe  on  or  not.  And  so  wisshing  you 
all  hapiness  I  remaine 

Your  asstlred  freind  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 

If  you  knowe  an  easie  and  readie  waie  to  measure  the  re- 
fraction in  water,  you  should  doe  me  a  favoure  to  let  me  knowe 
it ;  for  I  confess  I  knowe  none. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  136.  Orig.] 

WeUiogor,  Julie  24, 1641. 

Worthie  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  heare  you  have  got  some  glass ; 
I  hope  it  is  good  and  fit  for  oure  purpose,  for  I  should  be 
unwilling  that  you  and  Mr.  Reaves  should  bestowe  your 
paines  upon  course  glass.  When  you  have  tried  what  the 
refraction  is  in  that  glass  I  desire  to  knowe  it,  and  aUso  howe 
you  like  the  glass.  I  have  latelie  received  some  propositions 
out  of  France,  some  demonstrated  and  some  not,  but  I  will 
not  divert  you  from  the  business  you  have  in  hand.  I  am 
glad  you  have  begun  the  analogiques,  and  hope  allso  that  you 
proceed  in  your  owne  analiticall  worcke.  And  so  wisshing 
you  all  hapiness,  I  remaine 

Your  assured  freind  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHX  PELL.^H 
[MS.  Bireh,  Dril.  Mua.  lajB,  fol.  130.  Orig.]  ^| 


I 


Wdlingor,  Nmeinlier  20lh.  I 
Worthie  Sir, — I  hope  Mr.  Reaves  is  in  a  good  forwardness 
with  the  convex  glass ;  1  dout  not  but  you  will  trie  all  con- 
clusions with  it,  M-hich  may  conduce  to  inforrae  you  whether 
it  be  an  hyperbole  or  no ;  as  allso  what  proportion  the  dia- 
meter of  the  glass  hath  to  the  line  of  the  contracled  beames 
of  the  Bun  at  the  puintes  of  concourse ;  as  allso  to  observe 
what  aparances  are  niade,  the  eye  being  placed  in,  before,  or 
behinde,  the  pointe  of  concourse ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  be- 
fore the  concave  glass  be  made,  to  trie  whether  my  concave 
glass  which  you  have,  will  io  anie  sort  fit  it.  Sir,  I  leave  tlie 
further  scrutinie  of  tliia  to  your  better  consideration,  and 
wissbing  you  all  hapiness,  remaiiie 

Your  assured  freind  to  sen-e  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshb. 

I  praye  you  contend  me  to  Mr.  Reaves  when  you  see  him. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Bril.  Muo.  ^278,  fol.  141.  Orif!.] 

Wellingor.  December  18,  IG41. 
Worthie  Sir, — I  thanke  you  for  your  letter  of  December  13. 
i  am  glad  Mr.  Reeves  is  so  well  fitted  for  cure  w  orcke ;  when 
he  hath  done  it,  I  dout  not  but  you  will  make  all  such  trialls 
as  mayc  give  you  satisfaction  whether  it  be  a  true  hyperbole 
or  not,  and  then  proceed  to  the  making  of  the  concave  glass ; 
if  this  fit  it  not,  I  shall  still  be  in  hope  that  a  concave  on  both 
sides  will.  I  have  not  (to  my  remembrance)  scene  Henis- 
chius  arithmetick,  nor  should  desire,  for  his  misltke  of  de- 
monstration by  letters ;  yet  if  you  thinke  there  be  anie  thinge 
in  him  considerable,  which  is  not  in  Vieta  or  de  Cartes,  I  de- 
sire you  Mill  send  it  me,  and  Mr.  Moselei  will  paye  for  It,  as 
allso  for  Scheiner's  Ars  Nova  Delineandi.  I  confess  1  expect 
not  an  exact  booke  of  analiticks  till  you  perfect  yours.  And 
so  wiashing  you  all  hapiness  1  rest  i 

Vour  assured  fi-eind  to  sene  you, 

Charles  Cavendvmshe. 
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ROBERT  PINK  TO  THOMAS  LYDYAT. 

[MS.  Bodl.  313.] 

Mr.  Lydyat, — I  cannot  so  well  give  you  account  of  your 
tractate  which  you  have  sent  me,  as  if  you  yourself  come  over 
hither  to  me.  Which  that  you  may  do  without  your  charge  or 
trouble,  I  have  of  purpose  sent  over  this  my  servant  Henry 
Davis  with  a  horse  for  you.  He  hath  friends  to  visit  some 
few  miles  beyond  you,  which  he  may  do  and  be  back  with  you 
at  Alkerton  upon  Monday  or  Tuesday,  as  you  shall  appoint, 
to  attend  you  hither.  A  chamber  and  fire  and  diet  you  shall 
have  with  me  at  New  College,  and  the  longer  you  please  to 
stay,  the  better  welcome  shall  you  be.  Is  this  all,  will  you 
say  ?  No !  but  there  is  that  more  in  it,  which  ^vill,  I  am  sure, 
compell  you  to  come  over.  And  that  is  a  great  desire  my 
Lord  Primate  of  Ireland  hath  to  see  you,  and  to  joy  your 
company  for  awhile.  I  need  not  tell  you,  for  you  know  him 
better  than  I  do,  that  he  is  a  man  of  that  esteem,  as  no  man 
now  living,  that  I  can  hear  of,  is,  for  his  exquisite  knowledge 
and  solid  judgment  in  (almost)  all  points  of  learning.  You 
cannot  any  way  grace  yourself  more  in  the  eye  and  opinion 
of  the  University  than  to  have  it  known  that  he  loves  you  and 
approves  your  learning.  I,  perceiving  his  good  affection  to 
you,  told  him  of  your  "  Apparatus ;"  and  at  his  earnest  re- 
quest, delivered  him  a  good  part  of  it,  viz.  all  from  the  88th 
page  to  the  end,  to  read  over :  the  former  part  he  told  me  he 
had  read  over  long  since;  his  meaning  was,  I  thought,  in 
English.  Dr.  Bainbridge  was  then  in  company  with  us,  and 
therefore  I  mentioned  your  Mcsolabe  to  His  Grace,  and  Dr. 
Bainbridge  his  non  satis  Gcometrice,  telling  them  both  that 
I  looked  to  having  defects  punctually  discovered,  and  not  so 
in  the  general.  And  my  Lord,  if  any  man  will  be  able  to 
press  him  to  that,  and  disclose  either  your  mistake,  or  (which 
1  rather  believe)  his.  So  not  doubting  but  that  you  will  have 
that  respect  to  His  Grace^s  loving  expressions  of  the  desire 
he  hath  to  see  you  here,  as  to  come  over  to  him,  and  make  me 
your  host  while  you  please,  I  heartily  wish  you  a  speedy  and 
safe  journey  hither,  so  remaining  always 

Your  assured  loving  friend, 

Robert  Pink. 
New  College,  Oxou. 

November  13th,  1641. 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PEl 

[US.  Birch,  Bril.  Mot.  4278.  foL  166.  Orig.] 

Worthie  Sir, — It  is  so  loDge  sine*  I  hearde  from  you  that 
I  doute  my  letters  which  I  iast  writ  to  jou,  came  not  to  your 
handes.  I  sent  you  inclosed  in  oue  of  them  tbc  answeare 
which  I  receaved  from  Auspurgc  concerning  Reyeta's  glass, 
and  allso  my  desire  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  enquire  of 
Reycta,  who  I  heare  is  at  Antwerp,  of  what  conditions  one 
of  his  glasses  may  be  had.  1  suppose  some  merchant  of  your 
acquaintance  will  doe  so  much  for  yoiu-  sake.  I  have  latelie 
had  some  discourse  with  Doctor  Jungius  and  Mr.  Tassius; 
doutclcsB  they  are  both  verie  learned  men.  I  was  at  Doctor 
Jungius  his  house,  where  he  shewed  mc  manie  treatises  of  his 
owne  in  manuscript,  ndclicet,  DeLocii  Planig,  De  MotuLocaU, 
staticks,  hydrostaticks,  and  some  obscrvBtions  of  inBecta.  I 
have  us  greate  an  opinion  of  bis  abilities  as  of  anie  mans.  I 
finde  he  is  not  yet  minded  to  print  anie  tbinge,  but  I  hope 
hereafter  he  will,  and  I  despaire  not  in  the  meane  time  but 
he  will  imparte  somewhat  to  mc.  1  askrd  Mr.  Tassius  (as 
you  dt'sireil  me)  his  opiiiiim  of  your  refutation  of  the  Dane, 
who  aproves  of  it,  and  that  you  doe  it  without  helpe  of  the 
Table  of  Tangents.  I  writ  in  some  of  my  last  letters  to 
knowe  if  Ca\alicros  Morckes  and  Sethus  CalWsius  of  musick 
were  to  be  had.  Sir,  I  have  no  more  at  this  time,  but  wissh- 
ing  you  all  happiness  remaine 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  175.  Orig.] 

Hamburg.  Januar}- 1|,  1M4. 
Worthie  Sir, — I  give  you  manie  thankcs  for  your  letter  of 
the  ^Q  of  this  month.  I  am  glad  to  heare  you  meane  not  to 
trouble  your  self  with  Longomon.  more  than  as  an  appendix 
to  some  of  your  intended  worckes,  which  I  confess  I  longe 
much  to  see,  whatsoever  it  be,  cspeciallic  if  it  be  of  analytycks. 
I  give  you  also  manie  thankes  for  your  inquirie  of  Keieta,  and 
hope  shortelic  to  heare  from  you  whether  there  be  anie  hopes 
to  procure  one  of  his  best  glasses.     I  am  glad  he  will  print 
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somewhat  howe  to  make  them.  Who  that  is  that  makes  those 
excellent  glasses  in  England,  I  know  not.  I  should  have 
guessed  him  to  have  bin  Hammilton,  who  was  generall  of 
the  artillerie  to  Leslei,  but  you  write  him  Haman,  whom  I 
have  not  heard  of,  but  I  hope  heereafter  wee  may  procure  one 
of  them.  I  am  sorie  Calvusius  cannot  be  had,  I  shall  not 
yet  trouble  you  for  the  other,  but  retume  you  manie  thankes 
for  your  inquirie  of  them.  I  am  now  growne  into  some 
aquaintance  with  Doctor  Jungius,  who  is  pleased  to  visit  me 
commonlie  twice  a  weeke,  and  to  imparte  to  me  some  of  his 
conceptions  de  motu  locali ;  wee  are  yet  but  in  the  definitions, 
which  are  verie  well  expressed ;  he  hath  allso  imparted  to  me 
divers  theorems  on  the  same  subject,  but  not  demonstrated 
them,  but  I  doute  not  but  he  can  and  will,  after  he  hath  laied 
foundation  enough  in  definitions  and  axiomes  to  builde  upon. 
I  am  sorie  1  lost  so  much  time  before  I  was  aquainted  with 
him,  but  I  shall  endevoure  to  redeei^e  it  during  my  staie 
heere.  And  so  hoping  to  heare  shortelie  firom  you,  and  wissh- 
ing  you  all  happiness,  I  rest 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mu8.  4278,  fol.  1 77,  Orig.] 

Antwerp,  March  26,  olde  style. 

Worthie  Sir, — Not  to  trouble  you  with  more  particulares 
of  oure  joumei  than  that  at  Rotterdam  Sir  William  Boswell 
came  to  us,  whom  I  found  to  be  that  which  I  supposed  him 
formerlie  to  be,  a  discreete,  civill  gentleman.  I  perceive  he 
thinkes  Monsieur  de  Cartes  his  last  booke  to  be  full  of  fancie, 
though  he  esteemes  much  of  him.  Heere  I  mett  with  Sir 
Kenelm  Digbie's  booke,  but  had  no  time  to  reade  it  all ;  but 
it  apeares  to  me  to  have  some  things  in  it  extraordinarie. 
Wee  met  heere  with  the  famous  Cappuchin  Rieta,  his  booke 
is  nowe  in  the  press  heere  allmost  nnished.  Hee  solves  the 
aparences  of  the  planetes  by  excentricks,  without  sequants  or 
epicicles,  and  yet  not  according  to  Copernicus  system  of  the 
worlde.  He  teaches  allso  in  this  booke  the  making  of  his 
newe  tellescope ;  his  tube  for  his  best  glass  was  spoiled  so  that 
wee  could  not  see  it,  but  Ivee  sawe  another  made  by  his  di- 
rections, but  had  not  the  oportunitie  of  looking  at  a  conve- 
nient object  far  distant,  but  as  I  guess  it  is  not  better  than 


^jtd  Ti?ii  ire  io  well  placed  tor  the  present, 
3-r  I  <i2C«:f*t!  :c  X  aiiitx  oi  ^ix>d  jaeAjyi  as  well  as  of  houor; 
^■'.  '.  L-  -i;  by  ;is  ^Taiie  oc  God  wee  shall  one  dale  meet  io 
F-'  r' ''  ■  t^'i  -"*  ^i'Te  Lippiiie  there  than  ever  wee  did.  1 
;h_->,'  ttc  rcjll  rv-T-.i"--.'  a  whvie  in  this  towne,  and  so  be 
dttzrr-id  c"  :i<;  happiness  ot'  your  conversation  but  by  letter, 
wru*,-b  i  irtir»r  you  "ill  be  pleased  eometinies  to  afford  me  at 
T.>_7  bo;  i^KiiiiTt.  I  desire  vou  will  doe  me  the  favoure  tc 
i«id  tre  one  <.-;"  De  Canes  his  new  bookes,  De  Principiis  Phi- 
U*:.fJLt*.  wiiIk'u:  anie  addition  ol'  his  olde  worckes,  except  ht 
ha:h  eiiher  ^ded  or  alleral  something  in  the  matter ;  i  de- 
sire you  nill  let  me  knowe  the  price  of  it,  and  howe  I  mayi 
with  most  convenience  retume  monie  to  you,  for  I  am  Ilkeli' 
to  trouble  you  for  more  bookes.  I  praye  you  let  me  knowi 
whether  NIr.  \\  amer  s  Analo^cks  be  printed.  I  hope  yoi 
proceed  in  yonr  intended  norcke  of  Anahticks,  which  if  yoi 
dot  not.  1  beseech  you  doe.  and  finish  it  with  all  conveoien 
speed:  for  I  confess  I  expect  not  anie  absolute  worcke  in  tha 
kinde,  but  from  yourself.  1  praye  let  me  knowe  what  ae\ 
in\entions  are  extant  in  the  mathematicks  latelie,  if  anii 
And  so  wisshing  you  all  happines^  I  rest 

Your  assured  fretnd  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshk. 


_    ^v 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  foL  151,  Orifl^.] 

Hamburg,  Aug  ^,  1644. 

Worthie  Sir, — Douting  that  my  letter  of  last  week  came 
not  to  your  handes^  makes  me  no  we  trouble  you  with  this. 
I  give  you  manie  thankes  for  your  letter,  and  am  most  glad 
that  you  are  well  and  in  so  good  a  condition ;  I  doute  not 
but  you  have  hcarde  the  occasion  of  cure  comming  over,  I 
take  no  pleasure  to  ^vrite  it,  nor  I  suppose  you  to  reade  it ; 
Oods  will  be  done,  and  to  that  I  humblie  submit.  I  desire 
you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  De  Cartes  De  Principiis  Philo- 
sophusy  and  none  of  his  olde  bookes,  except  there  be  some 
addition  or  alteration.  I  desire  your  opinion  of  the  late  dis- 
coverie  of  newe  stars ;  I  see  Gassendus  doutes  of  it.  I  desire 
to  knowe  if  Mr.  Warner's  Analogicks  be  printed,  and  if  there 
be  any  newe  bookes  of  Analiticks,  but  I  expect  no  greate 
advancement  of  Analitickes  but  by  yourself,  therefore  I  be- 
seech you  proceede  in  your  intended  worcke.  I  am  likelie 
sometimes  to  trouble  you  for  bookes,  therefore  I  desire  you 
will  let  me  knowe  howe  I  maye  retume  monic  to  you.  I 
longe  to  see  you.  In  the  meantime  I  hope  to  converse  by  let- 
ters.    I  remaine 

Your  assured  freind  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


JOHN  PELL  TO  SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4280,  fol.  101.] 

Amsterdam,  August  7,  1644. 

Right  Honourable, — Nine  days  agoe  was  your  answere  to 
mine  left  at  my  lodging  by  a  man  that  would  have  nothing 
for  postage.  Had  I  scene  him,  perhaps  I  might  have  learned 
some  conveniency  of  sending  backc  to  you  againe,  so  that  my 
letters  might  be  lesse  chargeable  than  if  they  come  thus  single 
to  you  by  the  ordinary  postc. 

I  had  sent  you  Des  Cartes  his  new  booke  forthwith,  if 
your  letter  had  given  me  direction  how  to  convey  it  to  you ; 
which,  seeing  you  have  not  done,  I  resolve  to  send  it  to  Ham- 
burg by  the  next  ship,  to  be  left  for  you  either  at  Berthold 
OfFermans,  a  booksellers ;  or  else^  at  some  other  friends  house 
which  I  shall  signify  by  letter.    Though  the  title-page  of  the 


LvrrBRsoa  bcibntipio  suBJtera. 


nl«P 


I 


oUmt  put  tdl  ua  that  it  b  ab  auctOK  perlecta  variisque  in  b 
rmeniMte,  yet  I  havt  ^ivru  orders  to  leave  it  out,  and  to  binde 
luB  Prine^HM  I'kilotophia  apart  for  you ;  wiiereby  halfe  the 
pfirc  is  tbalcd.  I  Kupptinc  I  nliall  lin%-c  it  to-Diorrowe,  aod 
tlien  I  shall  imwiic  liiiiJic  Mme  Hhip  to  send  it  bv  :  for  such 
oppoctunittcs  betweene  this  tovrne  aad  (iamburg  arc  very  fre- 
qtMfnt, 

I>e»  Cartes  himself  is  gone  into  France.  Monsieur  Hardj 
Irlls  ue,  in  n  Irttrr  lately  w-nltrn,  that  Dea  Cartes  met  him 
iu  Wm,  uikI  binnird  him  for  offtTing  so  much  moay  to  our 
Arabtelce  )>n)fi-s!>nr  at  Utrecht,  fur  his  Arabicke  tnanuscript 
of  ApoUnnius.  Which  Mr.  Hardy  inter|)rct8asB  sigueof  envy 
in  De»  Cartes,  as  being  uuwilling  that  we  should  esleeme  the 
Bncicnts,  or  admire  any  man  but  himselfe  for  the  doctrine  of 
bg«M  courbes. 

But  I  think  Fnincir  alone  will  afford  mc  argument  for  a 
!arg«  letter,  and  therefore  I  leave  it  till  the  next  time. 

(,'mne  we  therefore  to  Kn|^and.  And  first  for  Mr.  War- 
ner's Analngickes,  of  whioh  you  desire  to  know  whether  they 
be  printed.  Vou  remember  that  his  pa]>crs  were  given  to  bis 
kinsman,  a  merchant  in  London,  who  sent  his  partner  to  buiy 
the  old  ni.in:  himseU'e  beiiifr  hiiidred  by  a  piiliticke  gout, 
wliit-h  made  him  keepe  out  of  their  sight  that  urged  him  to 
contribute  to  the  parliament's  assistance,  from  which  be  was 
exceedingly  averse.  So  he  nas  looked  upon  as  one  that  ab- 
sented himsclfc  out  of  malignancy,  and  his  partner  managed 
the  whole  trade.  Since  my  commiiig  over,  the  English  mer 
chants  heere  tell  mc  that  both  he  and  his  partner  are  broken 
and  now  they  both  kecpe  out  of  sight,  not  as  malignants,  bui 
as  bankrupts.  But  this  you  may  better  inquire  among  om 
Hamburg  merchants.  In  the  meane  time  1  am  not  a  litUi 
afraid  that  all  Mr.  Warner's  papers,  and  no  small  share  o 
my  labours  therein,  are  seazed  upon,  and  most  unmathe 
matically  divided  between  the  sequestrators  and  creditorf 
who  [being  not  able  to  ballance  the  account  where  there  ap 
pearc  so  many  numbers,  and  much  troubled  at  the  sight  c 
so  many  crosses  an<t  circles  in  the  superstitious  Algebra  an 
that  blacke  art  of  Geometry)  will,  no  doubt,  determine  one 
in  their  lives  to  become  figure- casters,  and  so  vote  them  a 
to  be  throw  en  into  the  tire,  if  some  good  body  doe  not  n 
prievc  them  for  pyc-bottoms,  for  m  hich  purposes  you  kno 
analogicall  numbers  are  incomparably  apt,  if  they  be  acci 
rately  calculated. 

1  cannot  tell  you  much  better  news  of  my  analytical!  sp 
culations,  of  the  Bnishiiig  of  which  you  desire  to  heare. 
came  over  hither  in  December  last,  not  bringing  any  of  n 
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bookes  or  papers  with  me :  nor  hardly  clothes,  for  the  worst 
I  had  seemed  good  enough  to  weare  o'  shipboard.  I  then 
thought  not  to  stay  heere  above  a  fortnight ;  nor  did  I  imagine 
that  before  I  gat  out  of  this  towne  againe,  I  should  be  per- 
suaded to  clime  the  cathedra,  and  make  inaugurate  orations 
and  praelusions,  and  afterward  reade  publikely  5  dayes  in  a 
weeke,  an  houre  every  day  in  Latine.  Which  had  I  foreseene, 
I  thinke  that  all  the  bookes  and  papers  that  I  had,  both 
yours  and  mine,  should  have  come  along  with  me  to  enable 
me  to  doe  those  things  the  more  easily.  And  yet  I  have  no 
great  minde  to  goe  fetch  them,  nor  to  send  for  them ;  so  long 
as  they  are  there  unstirred,  they  seeme  to  be  safe.  But  the 
disasters  of  the  whole  kingdome  put  me  in  minde  of  what 
Melancthon  used  so  often  to  say,  non  est  tutum  quieta  movere. 
What  may  happen  to  them  in  the  remoovall,  by  searchers, 
pirats,  &c.,  I  am  not  willing  to  try.  Yet  so  long  as  they  are 
there  we  cannot  count  them  out  of  danger.  But  should  that 
befall  Mr.  Warner's  papers  and  mine  which  we  feare,  it  would 

Eut  me  into  an  humour  quite  contrary  to  that  in  which  I  have 
itherto  beene.  I  have  thought  nothing  elaborate  enough  to 
be  printed,  till  it  were  so  complete  that  no  man  could  better 
it,  and  did  therefore  so  long  keepe  my  name  out  of  the  presse : 
but  now  I  begin  to  count  nothing  safe  enough  till  it  be 
printed,  and  therefore  I  have  almost  resolved  to  secure  my 
thoughts,  not  by  burying  my  papers  in  England,  nor  by 
fetching  them  hither,  but  by  publishing  the  same  notions 
heere  ti^at  I  have  committed  to  paper  there. 

I  had  thought  heere  to  have  given  you  account  of  what  I 
have  now  in  hand ;  but  being  desirous  by  this  poste  to  let 
you  know  that  your  letter  came  safe  to  my  hands,  I  am  con- 
strained to  breake  off  heere,  deferring  the  rest  till  my  next. 
In  the  meane  time  I  remaine,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

John  Pell. 


SIR  WILLIAM  PETTY  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4279»  fol.  173,  Grig.] 

Leyden,  August  14, 1644. 

Sir, — On  Sunday  noone  I  received  youre  lettre  of  Friday, 
together  with  nine  copies  of  yoiu^  refutation  of  Longomon- 
tanus,  the  whiche,  according  to  your  desire,  I  have  distributed 
as  followeth,  viz  :  to  Golius,  who,  upon  perusall  of  it,  said  it 
was  a  most  solid  refutation,  thanking  you  very  much  that  you 
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rmembrfd  tiim  nnth  a  copie,  nnd  said  ^thaU,  that  hee  at  \iU 
iHt  bcciug  at  Arastcrdam  much  endeavored  to  have  wayted 
tti  you  there.  But  he  told  mee  thai  it  is  well  thirty  yearei 
•iim  LoDprimontanuft  his  doctrine  first  saw  tight,  aJucc  w  hich 
tyme  hcc  hath  by  many  letters  beene  advertised  of  his  error. 
but  iK-inp  strangely  enamoured  of  his  invention,  could  not  bee 
made  lo  rrtnict  it ;  and  bee  bath  growne  extreme  old  in  his 
dotage  thertron,  "  wherefore,"  said  Golius,  "  t'werc  scarce  re- 
ligion to  trouble  the  obstiuat  old  man  any  more,  ^ce  other 
Iboughts  would  better  become  his  yeares  than  the  matbema- 
ticks."  ]  then  went  to  SalmatJus,  prqfeaaor  fionorarius,  who 
likewiiie  »hew'd  many  tokens  of  his  Idud  aoeeptance,  and  told 
mce  (among  other  discourse,  whert-of  I  hwJ  much  with  him) 
that  the  age  of  the  author  of  this  fabte  opinion  would  sett  an 
authority  on  it,  and  therefore  it  had  the  more  need  of  refuta- 
tion, Walfcufl  thankcs  you  very  much,  expressing  no  faint 
desires  to  have  the  honor  (as  bee  said)  of  youre  acquaiDtaoce. 
1  have  presented  one  to  ^Ions'■.  de  Laet  but  this  morning,  for 
at  a  many  other  tymes  that  [  had  formerly  been  to  wayte  ax> 
him,  I  was  not  so  happv  as  to  find  him.  Van  Schooten  alsc 
thsnckes  you,  hut  bee  being  verv  old  and  indisposed  I  hani 
not  imieh  talkc  witb  liini  us  I  }iiul  witl:  tht-  others.  To  Dr 
Kypcr,  being  a  man  reasonably  vers'd  in  those  studies,  an( 
not  of  low  esteeme  here,  I  presented  one ;  I  have  given  ! 
to  Toncher  Hooghland,  a  chymist  and  physician,  Des  Carte 
bis  most  intimate  freind  and  correspondent,  who  hath  pro 
mised  at  his  next  writing  to  send  one  to  Des  Cartes.  Am 
so,  having  retayned  only  one  to  show  my  friends  up  an 
downe  where  I  goe,  I  hope  they  are  all  disposed  of  to  you 
mind.  If  you  please  to  send  twelve  more  I  can  dispw 
them  to  some  other  professors;  3  or  4  I  would  send  ft 
Eii<;hind  to  Mr,  Oughtred,  Mr.  Barlow,  and  others,  if  yo 
doc  not  yourcselfe,  I  judge,  by  the  leaves,  that  these  coppif 
are  part  of  some  booke  which  you  will  shortly  blesse  tl 
world  with,  and  hope  that  my  expectation  shall  not  bee  i 
vaine.  Now,  sir,  1  must  thanke  you  for  the  bonoure  yc 
have  done  mec  by  using  mee  as  an  instrument  in  this  youi 
busines;  truly  I  doe  so  well  like  the  employment,  and  : 
rcssent  this  your  favoure,  that  I  confesse  myselfe  obliged 
bee, 

Youre  most  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

W.  Petty, 

PS, — There  are  some  in  whom  {as  in  him   qui  ex  pei 

Herculem,  ike.)  this  your  magnum  opusculum  hath  begotti 

such  an  opinion  of  your  meritt  that  they  resolve  to  live 

Amsterdam  to  receyve  your  instructions. 


^         ^^ 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  foL  153,  Orig.] 

Hamburg,  Aug.  ^f »  1644. 

Worthie  Sir,— Yesterdaye  I  received  yours  of  the  ^g  of 
August,  for  the  which  I  give  you  manie  thankes.  I  heare 
nothing  yet  of  our  removing  from  hence,  if  we  should  remove 
into  Hollande  I  should  be  m  hope  to  see  you,  and  intended 
to  see  De  Cartes,  but  you  write  he  is  gone  to  Paris.  I  desire 
your  judgment  of  De  Cartes  his  new  booke.  Doutelesse  he 
IS  an  excellent  man.     I  hope  Mr.  Hobbes  and  he  will  be  ac- 

?uainted,  and  by  that  meanes  highlie  esteeme  one  of  another, 
am  sorie  Mr.  Warner's  analogicks  are  not  printed,  but  I  yet 
hope  they  maye,  as  also  other  worckes  of  that  excellent  olde 
man.  I  am  glad  you  intend  to  secure  your  thoughts  by  pub- 
lishing them,  and  that  you  are  printing  Diophantus  with 
newe  illustrations  after  your  manner,  which  I  am  exceeding 
greedie  to  see,  but  I  doute  you  will  not  in  this  worcke  teache 
us  the  whole  science  of  analiticks  with  all  that  pertaines  to 
it,  which  if  you  doe  not  nowe,  I  beseech  you  doe  heereafter, 
for  I  suppose  you  intended  such  a  woorck,  and  if  you  finish 
it  not,  1  doute  wee  shall  have  no  better  analiticks  than  wee 
have.  I  have  not  yet  received  your  refutation  of  C.  S.  Longo- 
montanus  his  quadrature  of  a  circle,  but  I  shall  inquire  duli- 

rjntlie  for  it,  for  I  longe  to  see  where  he  goes  out  of  the  waye. 
am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gascoine,  whoe  was  providore 
to  oure  armie :  he  is  an  ingenious  man  and  hath  shewed  me 
howe  perspectives  maye  be  much  improved ;  I  onelie  mislike 
his  glass  next  the  eye  which  he  makes  convex  on  both  sides ; 
I  tolde  him  it  woulde  make  confused  sight,  if  De  Cartes  his 
doctrine  be  true,  but  upon  triall  it  proved  more  distinct  than 
I  expected,  yet  I  thinke  a  concave  on  that  side  next  the  eye 
would  doe  better ;  his  perspective  did  not  multiplie  more  than 
myne  as  I  thinke,  but  his  speculation  is  most  true,  and  this 
was  one  of  his  firat  trialls  and  not  made  to  the  manner  of  his 
best  inventions.  Wee  lodge  neere  St.  John's  Church.  And 
so  wisshing  you  all  happiness,  I  remaine 

Your  assured  freind  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 
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SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PEJ 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mub.  «r8,  foL  \bb,  Orig.] 

Worthie  Sir, — Manie  thankes  for  yours  of  the  j'.  of  Se^ 
tcmber.  I  am  sorie  for  Beaugrand  and  Herrisons  deatfaes, 
but  I  hope  it  Tiill  make  you  nowe  serioushe  thinke  of  pol- 
hshing  and  publishing  your  former  thoughts  of  oDaliticks.  I 
never  sawe  Harrison's  6th  tome,  nor  I  thinke  his  5th,  vet 
somenhiit  of  aJgebra  in  those  tomes  I  have,  but  nothing  ne'ne 
OS  1  remember,  or  verie  little.  From  Rober\alI  and  Fermal 
I  eKpect  much.  Nicerons  perspective  I  thinke  I  have  at  Loo- 
don,  and  as  1  remember  one  hath  manifestlie  convinced  his 
booke  of  error ;  but  if  I  mistake,  and  that  you  aprove  of  Ni- 
cerons perspective,  I  desire  jou  will  send  it  me.  If  there  be 
anie  more  than  is  in  that  Uttle  booke  allreadie  extant,  con- 
cerning the  newe  jomales,  you  shall  doe  me  a  fcoure  to  send 
it  me.  1  am  extreamelie  taken  ^ith  Des  Cartes  his  newe 
booke,  yet  I  thinke  Kercher  the  Jesuit  of  the  loadcstcue 
hath  prevented  Des  Cartes,  for  tbey  differ  Uttle  as  I  remem- 
ber ;  I  confess  I  conceive  not  bowe  the  particulas  striatte  by 
tlieyr  motion  can  reduce  a  loadcstone,  or  touched  ntedle  (for- 
merly moved  from  theire  meridian),  to  their  meridian  againe; 
or  if  they  doe,  the  situation  of  the  poles  would  be  contmrie  to 
Des  Cartes  his  description.  I  beleeve  Mr.  Hobbes  will  not 
hko  so  much  of  Des  Cartes  newe  booke  as  is  the  same  with 
his  metaphisickes,  hut  most  of  the  rest  I  thinke  he  will. 
Doctor  Juiigius  hath  bio  once  with  me,  1  like  him  extreamelie 
well,  but  1  cannot  speake  Latin  well  nor  readilie,  which  hin- 
dered me  of  divers  quaeres,  and  besides  I  would  not  trouble 
liiin  too  much  at  the  first  visit.  1  tinde  him  verie  free,  and 
intend,  God  willing,  to  be  better  acquainted  with  him.  He 
a])proves  of  your  confutation  of  Longomontanus,  though  he 
seemed  to  thinke  Long,  would  take  exceptions  that  you  use 
tangents,  which  he  refuses  to  be  tried  by.  If  Gassendes  Phi- 
losopbie  be  extant  1  praye  you  send  it  me.  1  have  not  yet 
seen  Mr.  Tassius,  but  he  sends  me  word  he  will  come  to  me. 
They  are  commonlie  full  of  business  or  els  I  would  often  visit 
them.  1  mervaile  you  have  not  received  ±*5,  which  I  paied 
to  Mr.  John  D'Orvill  longe  since,  who  promised  to  doe  it 
with  all  convenient  expedition ;  but  I  hope  you  have  received 
it  before  nowe.  I  have  troubled  you  enough  for  once. 
1  remaine  your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 

Doctor  Jungius  prefcrrs  the  analiticka  of  the  ancients  be- 
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fore  Vietaes  by  letters,  which  he  saies  is  more  subject  to 
errors  or  mistakes,  though  more  facile  and  quick  of  dispatch, 
but  I  conceive  not  yet  whye. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  157,  Orig.] 

Hamburg,  Oct.  j{^i  1644. 

Worthie  Sir, — Manie  thankes  for  yours  of  October  -^j.  I 
conceive  there  might  easilie  be  a  mistake  in  the  waie  of  re- 
turning that  £5  to  you,  but  I  am  glad  you  nowe  have  it. 
What  difference  there  is  between  banck  doUers  and  rixdoUers 
I  knowe  not,  but  I  intended  you  should  receive  to  the  value  of 
£5  sterling ;  if  it  want  anie  considerable  sum  I  praye  let  me 
knowe  it,  for  though  the  whole  sum  be  not  much  considerable, 
yet  the  cosenage  is.  I  received  yesterdaie  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hobbes,  who  had  not  seen  De  Cartes  his  newe  booke 
printed,  but  had  reade  some  sheets  of  it  in  manuscript,  and 
seems  to  receive  little  satisfaction  from  it,  and  saies  a  fHend 
of  his  hath  reade  it  through,  and  is  of  the  same  minde ;  but 
by  their  leaves  I  esteeme  it  an  excellent  booke,  though  I 
thinke  Monsieur  Des  Cartes  is  not  infallible.  Mersennus  is 
gone  towardes  Roome.  Those  bookes  I  desired  might,  I 
suppose,  have  nowe  bin  in  print,  for  Mersennus  mentioning 
them  so  manie  months  since,  as  worckes  either  printed  or 
readie  for  the  press,  made  me  upon  that  supposall  desire  them 
if  extant.  Mr.  Hobbes  writes  Gassendes  his  philosophie  is 
not  yet  printed,  but  that  he  hath  reade  it,  and  that  it  is  as 
big  as  Aristotle's  philosophie,  but  much  truer  and  excellent 
Latin.  Though  you  discommend  Niceron  for  a  vainglorious 
man,  yet  your  naming  of  his  booke  commended  it  to  me,  yet 
not  knowing  certaineUe  whether  I  have  it  or  not,  and  expect- 
ing a  second  edition,  for  the  present  I  desire  it  not.  I  desire 
Gassendes  his  refutation  of  Des  Cartes  his  Metaphisicks,  printed 
in  4to. ;  and  if  there  be  anie  other  booke  of  philosophie  or 
mathematicks  latelie  printed,  I  desire  it  allso,  especiallie  your 
Diophantus,  if  extant,  or  anie  thinge  els  of  yours.  I  desire  you 
will  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  that  smalle  sum  I  returned  to 
your  owne  use.  Manie  thankes  for  the  copie  of  Reitas  letter. 
I  admire  his  glass,  and  would  gladlie  buye  such  a  glass,  and 

f^t  acquaintance  with  the  frier  and  his  workman  by  letter  if 
could. 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


LCTTBRS  ON  aCIBNTlriC  HCBJSCTS. 


I 


\ 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

IKS.  n-ith.  Brit.  Miu.  4278,  foL  \i9.  Orig.} 

Huiihaif ,  Xoveoiber  -fp  IftI*. 
Worthie  Sir, — Manye  thankea  for  your  letter,  wherein  you 
write  that  you  have  Apollonius  3  bookes  of  cooickg  in 
Arabirk,  more  than  wee  had  in  the  Grceck,  and  36  authors 
more.  I  hope  some  of  those  are  of  the  mathemathJck^ 
Howsoever  1  dout  iiut  but  they  ore  worthie  the  press.  I  like 
GXlrcnmeliv  both  the  proposition  and  demonstratioa  of  Apol- 
hHiius  iu  your  letter:  and  to  my  aprebension  the  expression 
wf  the  same  proposition  in  Mersenniis  his  book  is  perplcied 
and  no  demonstration  translated.  I  wonder  Goleas  hath  not 

fubUshed  it  all  this  whyle:  yet  being  nowe  in  your  handes, 
am  not  Kirie  he  did  not ;  tor  1  assure  myself  wee  shall  nowe 
have  it  with  wore  advantage  than  the  loss  of  so  much  time, 
lltougb  1  doute  not  but  your  explication  of  Diophantus  will 

rt  us  in  to  a  more  sure  wiiye  of  analiticks  than  formerlie,  yet 
suppose  there  is  so  much  to  be  added  and  ejcplained 
coitceming  anahticks  that  it  will  require  a  large  volume, 
ami  1  hope  vou  contiuue  your  intention  of  publisbin<r  such 
11  workc.  which  1  beseech  you  thinke  seriouslic  of  to  publish 
with  all  convenient  speede ;  for  it  is  a  worcke  worthie  of 
you.  1  have  sent  to  inquire  at  Auspurge  of  the  famouse 
Rcicla,  to  procure  me  one  of  his  best  sorte  of  glasses, 
hut  (  have  yet  no  answeare.  If  your  occasions  will  permit 
vou,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  favoure  if  you  will  visite  my  Lord 
\\iddrinfrton,  nowe  in  his  passage  towardes  France.  And  sc 
wisshiug  you  all  happiness  I  remaine 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charleb  Cavendtsbhk. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch.  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  IGl.  Orig.] 

Hunburg,  December  ■&,  IMl. 
Worthie  Sir, — Manie  thankes  for  your  letter  and  Gassende 
his  booke,  which  1  received  by  Sir  William  Camabye.  1  at 
of  your  opinion  that  Gassandes  and  De  Cartes  are  of  differeo 
dispositions,  and  I  perceive  Mr.  Hobbes  joines  with  Gas 
sendes  in  his  dislike  of  De  Cartes  his  writings,  for  he  utterli 
mtsHkes  De  Cartes  his  last  newe  booke  of  pnilosophie,  whici 
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by  his  leave  I  highlie  esteem  of.  I  am  sorie  the  peevish  Dane 
Severin  diverts  you  from  your  better  studies,  for  to  my 
aprehension  your  refutation  is  full  and  plaine,  and  the  pro- 
position you  builde  on  so  obvious,  that  I  thinke  I  could  demon- 
strate it  in  \  of  an  hour.  I  have  not  yet  received  answeare 
from  Auspurge  concerning  Reita's  glass,  but  I  perceive  Mr. 
Hobbes  esteemes  neither  of  his  glass  nor  beleevs  his  dis- 
coveries, for  he  is  joined  in  a  greate  friendship  with  Gassendes. 
I  writ  to  him  Gassendes  might  be  deceived  as  he  was  about 
the  varieing  of  the  perpendiculars ;  he  excuses  him  what  he 
can.  Mr.  Tassius  is  sicK,  but  I  perceive  hee  is  verie  courteous 
I  have  not  latelie  seen  Doctor  Jungius,  but  I  have  a  greate 
opinion  of  his  abilities.  I  desire  to  knowe  if  all  Bonaventura 
Cfavallieros  j^orckes  be  to  be  had,  as  allso  Sethus  Calvisius 
worckes  of  musick,  for  I  sawe  heere  but  some  fragments 
which  Mr.  Tassius  lent  me.  You  will  excuse  me  that  I 
requite  not  your  favoures  for  the  present,  as  I  desire  I  can 
onelie  yet  acknowledge  them,  but  shall  heereafler  by  the 
grace  of  God  endevoure  to  requite  them  to  my  power.  And 
so  wisshing  you  all  happiness  I  remaine 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshe. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mas.  4278,  fol.  163,  Grig.] 

Hamburg,  December  ^)  1644. 

Worthie  Sir, — I  hope  you  have  received  my  letter  which  I 
sent  last  weeke  by  my  brother's  servant.  1  have  little  to 
adde,  but  this  inclosed  concerning  Reieta's  glass.  I  desire 
you  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  if  he  be  at  Antwerp,  and  if  he 
be,  to  inquire  of  him  if  one  of  those  glasses  maye  be  had  both 
sooner  and  at  an  easier  rate.  I  desire  by  your  next  to  knowe 
if  Bonaventura  Cavelliero  and  Sethus  Calvisius  of  musick  be 
to  be  had.  I  hope  you  have  done  with  the  waiewarde  Dane, 
that  you  maye  retume  to  Apollonius  and  Diophantes,  but 
especiaUie  to  your  owne  analiticall  worcke,  which  I  ex- 
treamelie  desire  to  see.  Mr.  Hobbes  puts  me  in  hope  of  his 
philosophic  which  he  writes  he  is  nowe  puttine  in  order,  but 
1  feare  that  will  take  a  longe  time.  I  confess  I  regret  much 
firom  him  and  yourself;  Mr.  Doctor  Jungius  and  Mr.De  Cartes 
I  hope  hath  not  yet  done.     I  expect  allso  some  rarities  in 


as 
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analiticks  and  geometrie  from  Fennat  and  Robcrvall,  bo  that 
I  hope  oure.  age  nill  be  faaioua  io  that  kinde.  And  so  ninah- 
ing  }'uu  all  happiness  I  remainc 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendysshk. 


SIR  CHARLES  CAVENDISH  TO  JOHN  PELL. 


[MS.  Kirc-h,  Brit.  Mill 


4279.  foL  170,  Orig.] 

Pim.  June  27,  olde  atvlr,  IMi, 


Worthie  Sir, — I  give  you  manie  thankes  for  your  letter  of 
May  A,  which  I  received  not  longe  since.  I  writ  to  you  a 
letter  from  hence  a  greate  whyle  since,  in  which  was  one 
inclosed  to  Doctor  Jungius,  and  a  proposition  demonstrated 
by  Mr.  Hobbes,  all  which  I  hope  you  have  received.  I  have 
as  you  desire  procured  not  onehe  the  approbation  but  demon- 
stration  of  your  fundamental!  proposition  by  Mr.  Hobbes  hi* 
meanes.  Fermat  is  not  in  this  towne,  and  Mersennus  is  on 
his  waye  hither,  so  that  1  knowe  not  whither  to  write  to  him. 
But  I  doutc  nut  but  more  handes  with  demonstrations 
might  be  procured  if  you  desire  it ;  I  heare  some  of  them 
wonder  you  would  not  publish  a  demonstration  of  it  yoiu"- 
self.  I  toldc  Mr.  Hobbes  1  assured  myself  you  coulde 
demonstrate  it,  and  tliought  it  more  obvious  than  I  perceive 
they  thinckc  it.  I  am  glad  you  are  publishing  of  Appolonius 
and  Diophantus,  though  if  Uoleas  meane  to  publish  his 
Appolonius,  1  could  be  content  you  forbore  yours,  his  being 
the  perfecter  copic,  and  he  having  bin  at  some  cost  about  it, 
though  I  tloute  we  shall  be  loosers  by  it,  for  I  beleeve  your 
notes  would  abunduiitlie  recompence  the  defect  of  your 
coppic.  1  have  not  yet  seen  BuUialdes  Astronomie,  but 
Mr.  Hobbes  thinckes  he  hath  not  much  advanced  oureknowe- 
ledge.  Mydorgius  hath  pubhsshed  nothing  of  late,  nor  anie 
of  the  rest  more  that  1  heare  of,  I  hope  you  proceed  with 
your  analytiekes,  and  that  er  longe  you  will  publish  it,  for  I 
expect  not  so  much  from  anie  man  in  that  kinde  as  from  your- 
self. I  suppose  you  will  one  daye  advance  allso  the  doctrine 
of  conickes  and  of  other  difficulties  in  geometrie.  I  knowe 
not  when  wee  remove,  nor  whither;  but  when  and  where- 
soever I  remaine 

Your  assured  friend  to  serve  you, 

Charles  Cavendyssmb. 
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JOHN  PELL  TO  JOHN  LEAKE. 

[MS.  Birch,  4280,  fol.  94.    Original  draft.] 

Amsterdam,  August  7th,  1645. 

Mr.  Leake^ — It  is  a  yeare  agoe  since  these  inclosed  papears 
were  printed,  and  then  upon  this  occasion.  I  found  a  booke 
of  Longomontanus  of  9  or  10  sheetes  De  Mensura  Circuliy 
printed  heere  at  Amsterdam  since  I  came  hither,  but  without 
my  knowledge.  I  therefore  thought  good  to  give  notice  that 
it  was  done  without  my  approbation,  as  knowing  the  measure 
to  be  false,  as  also  to  show  a  new  way  of  refuting  all  those 
that  make'  the  circle's  area  and  periphery  too  great.  And 
such  another  way  have  I  of  refuting  all  those  that  make  the 
circle's  area  and  periphery  too  little^  if  there  be  any  such,  for 
I  doe  not  remember  one  example  amongst  all  the  foolish 
cyclometers  that  ever  I  saw.  He  that  printed  Longomon- 
tanus his  booke,  printed  also  my  refutation,  and  that  they 
might  allwayes  be  joined,  he  added  those  numbers  73,  7^ ; 
for  Longomontanus  ends  in  72.  I  caused  these  my  papers 
to  be  dispersed  among  the  mathematicians  all  over  Europe. 
I  hoped  that  of  those  which  I  sent  so  long  since  to  London, 
one  might  have  come  to  your  hands,  but  I  perceived  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Sugar  that  you  had  not  heard  of  it.  I  sent  also  one 
to  Longomontanus,  who  answered  ignorantly  and  scurvily ; 
and  upon  occasion  of  a  letter  written  by  me  to  a  friend  in 
Denmarke,  he  has  lately  pubUshed  a  second  reply  not 
altogether  so  monstrous  as  the  former.  Mr.  Sadler  hath  a 
coppy  of  his  first  reply  and  of  the  Paris  professor's  judgement 
of  my  refiitation.  I  have  received  other  mathematicians' 
verdicts,  onely  I  have  as  yet  none  out  of  England.  My  intent 
is  to  appeale  the  judgements  of  all  those  that  by  demonstrating 

- — —=  dj  can  shew  them- 
selves able  to  judge  of  such  a  controversy.  Therefore  by  your 
meanes  I  shall  hope  to  obtaine  a  line  or  two  subscribed  by  your 
Gresham  professors,  and  as  many  other  students  as  will  take 
the  paines  to  demonstrate  the  first  theoreme.  Such  I  take 
to  be  Mr.  Gunton,  Mr.  Fiske,  Mr.  Leake,  Mr.  Bond,  and 
some  others  better  knowcn  to  you  than  to  me ;  which  appro- 
bation and  demonstrations  I  desire  to  have  as  soone  as  may 
be,  because  I  would  print  them  with  my  owne  and  those 
which  I  have  allready  of  other  men's,  that  so  those  ignorant 
dames  may  be  so  much  the  more  confounded  to  set  a  thing 
demonstrated  so  severall  waycs,  which  Longomontanus  sayd 
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was  indemonstrabile.  And  though  now  they  begin  to  feare 
that  it  may  be  demonstrated,  yet  all  the  mathemaliciaDs  in 
the  University  of  Copenhagen  cannot  doe  it,  sucli  shallow 
artists  have  I  to  doe  withall.  If  any  of  our  London  ma- 
thematicians be  unwilling  or  unable  to  write  Latine,  let  them 

write  English,  or  the  cathollcke  language  [a,  b,  c,  -\ &<?-], 

and  let  me  alone  with  the  rest.  If  you  want  more  eoppies 
of  my  paper,  and  Mr.  Hartlib  of  Duke's  Place  cannot  fiirnisb 
you,  I  shall  send  you  as  many  as  you  desire ;  or  if  there  be 
anything  else  wherein  1  may  serve  you,  you  shall  allwayes 
find  me 

Your  assured  friend  and  servant, 

JoiiN  Pel.l. 
To  his  much  esteemed  freend,  Mr.  John 

Leake,  at  his  hrmne  by  the  Old  Swan  ^^ 

in  Tliamea  Slreete,  London,  these  I  ^^^ 

pray.  ^H 


SIR  WILLIAM    PETTY  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  .Mus.  4279,  fol.  172,  Orig.] 

Pahs,  November  8th.  1645. 
Sir, — Father  Mersen  his  desire  to  convey  this  inclosed  to 
you,  ser\'cs  me  for  an  happie  occasion,  to  expresse  my  thank- 
fiilnes  for  the  good  of  that  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hobs,  which 
your  letters  procured  me  for  by  his  meanes,  My  Lord  of 
Newcastle  and  your  good  friend  Sir  Charles  Candish  have 
beene  pleased  to  take  notice  of  mee ;  and  by  his  meanes  also 
I  became  acquainted  "  ith  Father  Mersen,  a  man  who  seemes 
to  me  not  in  any  meane  degree  to  esteeme  you  and  your 
works,  and  who  wishes  your  studies  may  ever  succeedc 
happily,  hoping  (as  others  also  doe)  that  the  world  shall 
receyve  light  and  benefitt  by  them.  Sir,  I  desire  you  not  to 
conceive  that  any  neglect  or  forgetfulnes  hath  caused  my  long 
silence, for  the  often  speech  I  haveof  you  either  with  SirCharles, 
Mr.  Hobs,  &  Father  Mersen  (besides  the  courtesy  I  ^ecey^■ed 
from  you)  makes  me  sufficiently  to  remember  you.  But,  to 
speake  the  truth,  it  was  want  of  buisines  m  orthy  to  make  the 
subject  of  a  letter  of  16P  postage,  especially  since  Mr.  Hobbs 
served  you  in  procuring  the  demo  nsti  at  ions  of  other  french 
mathematicians.  I  could  wish  with  Sir  Charles  that  wee 
could  sec  your  way  of  analyticks  abroad,  or  if  a  systeme  of 
the  whole  art  «  ere  too  much  to  hope  for,  for  my  owne  part 
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I  could  wish  wee  had  youre  Diophantus  which  was  ready  for 
the  presse  before  my  departure  from  you.  Those  rules  of 
algeora  (though  few)  which  you  gave  mee  and  exercise  have 
made  race  able  to  doe  many  pretty  questions.  I  entend  to 
reade  no  authour  of  that  subject  untiU  I  may  be  so  happie  to 
reade  something  of  yours.  Sir,  if  there  bee  anything  wherein 
I  might  serve  you,  I  desire  you  to  use 

Your  thanknill  friend  &  humble  servant, 

William  Petty. 


HENRY  POWER  TO  SIR  THOMAS  BROWNE. 

[MS.  Sloan.  Brit.  Mus.  No.  3418,  fol.  94.] 

Hallifax,  June  13th,  1646. 

Right  WorshipfuU, — I  could  not  oversUppe  those  kind 
respects^  and  faire  expressions  you  pleasM  to  shew  towards 
me  in  Mr.  Smithes  letter,  without  the  returne  of  a  few  gratu- 
latory  lines.  The  presentment  whereof  I  cannot  count  a 
piece  of  presumption,  since  you  layd  me  the  foundation  to 
worke  upon.  I  cannott  but  really  thanke  you  for  the  com- 
munication of  your  opinion ;  I  shail  trace  your  directions,  by 
which  meanes  I  question  not  but  I  shall  attaine  to  the  utmost 
of  my  desires.  My  yeers  in  the  University  are  whole  up  to  a 
midle  bachelaur-shippe,  which  height  of  a  graduate  I  am 
sure  ought  to  speake  him  indefective  in  any  part  of  philo- 
sophy. Our  second  yeere  of  sophistry  is  always  taken  up  in 
physicall  contemplation  (without  perfect  knowledge  whereof 
no  cleere  passage  is  granted  to  any  in  the  commencement 
house),  ana  I  hope  no  materiall  piece  then  passed  my  eie,  an 
extract  whereof  is  not  remanent  in  my  present  selfe.  Yet  I 
shall  (submitting  to  your  maturer  judgment)  review  the 
whole  bodv  of  philosophy^  especially  naturall.  The  pleasant- 
nesse  of  which  science  (had  not  your  desires  concurred)  might 
have  re-invited  me  to  that  study.  I  intended  to  have  scene 
Cambridge  a  moneth  since :  but  some  intervening  accidents 
still  quas'd  my  jorney:  and  now  you  know  that  supernaturall 
cause  which  prolongs  my  stay  here.  I  hope  the  heavynesse 
of  that  hand  will  shortly  be  removed,  and  our  colledge  re- 
pupill'd,  and  then  (God  willing)  I  will  increase  the  number. 
I  shall  waite  there  of  your  instructions :  what  physicall  in- 
stitutions you  please  to  appoint,  I  question  not  but  the 
University  affords ;  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  make  use  of  them, 
and  of  each  opportunity  the  weeke  affords,  wherin  I  may 


\i»it  y«u  by  a  ]mp<rr-mercury.  If  (after  I  have  finiahed  Ifce 
tbeurcticaU  part  of  |ibvsick)  you  will  be  pleased  to  induct  me 
ititu  noiiie  practical)  tnowlrdgr,  your  commandN  shall  fetch 
me  Up  any  time  to  Norwich ;  where  I  shall  be  very  ^l^d  to 
weare  the  livery  of. 

Sir,  your  obUged  friend  and  servant, 

Henrv  Power. 
Our  towiic  can  furninh  you  with  very  small  news,  only  the 
tlentli  of  ftome  of  vour  uo^uaititiitice,  viz.  Mr.  Waterhouse  and 
Mr.  Stun.  Mitchell.  This  euclused  is  from  my  fkther-in-lan 
to  your  Bclfe:  if  your  occasions  will  permitt  the  returne  of 
a  fevt  litiea  to  either  of  us  by  this  bearer,  wee  shall  be  ven* 
glad  tu  accept  them. 


HENRY  POWER  TO  SIR  THOMAS  BROWNE. 

[MS.  SIdu.  Brit.  Mm.  M18.  fal.  92.] 

Kght  Worshipful!, — The  subject  of  my  last  letter  beins  so 
hiph  and  noble  a  piece  of  chymiatrj',  viz,  the  reindividuaUing 
of  uti  idcincrated  plant,  invites  iir'c  nnti.'  inuri'  to  rcqvifst  an 

expcrimeiitull of  it  from  yourselfe,  and  I  hope  you 

will  nut  chide  my  importunity  in  this  petition,  or  be  an^n?  at 
my  so  frequent  knockings  at  youre  doore  to  ohtaine  a  grant  of 
80  great  and  admirable  a  mystery.  Tis  not  only  an  oculai 
demonstration  of  our  resurrection,  but  a  notable  illustration 
of  that  psycho panuchy  which  antiquity  so  f^nerally  received, 
how  these  formes  of  ours  may  be  lulled  and  ly  asleepe  aftei 
the  separation  (closed  up  in  their  Ubis  by  a  surer  thar 
Hermes  his  scale,)  untill  that  great  and  generall  day  whet 
by  the  helpe  of  that  gentle  heat,  «  hich  in  six  dayes  hatchec 
the  world,  by  a  higher  chymistry  it  shall  be  resuscitated  int< 
its  former  selfe  ;  suamque  arborem  inversam  in  continuo  esse 
et  operari,  iterata  prtesenabrt. 

The  secret  is  so  noble  and  admirable,  that  it  has  envitec 
my  cnquirys  into  divers  authors  and  chymicall  tractates 
amongst  which  Cluercita  and  Angelus  Salee  give  some  litti< 
hint  thereof,  but  so  obscurely  and  imperfectly  that  1  have  nc 
more  hopes  to  be  ocularly  convinced,  through  their  prsescrip 
tions,  then  to  be  experimentally  confirm 'd,  that  the  species  o 
an  incinerated  uninial  may  be  encask'd  in  a  piece  of  winte 
eh rj- stall,  as  some  other  mineralists  confidently  aflirmc 
Alstcd,  1  eonfesse,  in  his  Pyrotechnia,  more  cleerely  describe 
the  matter,  but  the  manner  of  experimenting  it  hee  utterl; 
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leaves  unmentioned.  Therefore  my  only  addresse  is  to  you, 
hoping  to  find  as  much  willingnesse  to  communicate,  as  ability 
to  evince  the  certainty  of  this  secret  to 

The  most  engaged  of  your  friends, 

Henry  Power. 
R.  Coll.  Cambridge, 

Feb.  10,  1647. 
PS. — Sir,  this  enclosed  is  from  a  worthy  friend  of  myne 
who  hath  made  bold  upon  my  incitement  to  enwrappe  a  few 
.linesf  to  you,  if  you  please  to  repay  us  both  but  with  one 
single  answer,  it  will  not  only  evince  us  of  your  faire  accept- 
ance of  them,  but  shall  also  challenge  a  double  gratulatory 
as  a  due  debt,  in  counterpoise  and  recompence  thereof. 


WILLIAM  OUGHTRED  TO  MR.  GREATORIX. 

[MS.  Ashm.  394.] 

Aldbury,  Dec.  I9th,  1652. 

Good  Mr.  Greatorix, — Give  leave  to  intreate  you  to  re- 
member my  service  to  my  good  friend  Mr.  Lilly,  and  to 
enquire  of  him  and  other  astronomers  about  London,  what 
they  have  observed  concerning  a  comet,  stella  crinita  turn 
caudata^  now  and  for  1 1  nightes  together  as  often  as  the  skie 
was  cleere,  in  manner  as  I  sliall  describe.  Upon  ^fhursday, 
Dec:  9th,  I  first  saw  it,  neere  the  East,  about  7  of  the  clock 
at  night,  a  round  dim  light,  about  4  degrees  of  estimacioun 
from  the  head  of  the  staire  under  the  foote  of  Orion  westward ; 
the  diameter  of  it  seemed  to  be  16  inches;  upon  Saturday 
at  11  at  night  it  was  ascended  nere  the  shild  of  Orion, 
almost  as  a  right  line  through  both  the  shoulders,  so  that  the 
comet  and  they  were  about  an  equall  distance  asunder; 
then  it  went  upward  through  the  nose  of  the  buU,  till  upon 
Tuesday  night  it  was  close,  but  a  very  small  deale  westward 
to  the  lowest  star  of  the  Pleiades.  Upon  Wednesday  night 
it  was  come  almost  as  high  as  the  foote  of  Perseus,  and  upon 
Thursday  night  it  was  scene  above  the  wing  of  that  foote  of 
Perseus  westward  higher  then  in  a  right  line,  through  the 
star  in  that  foote  and  the  wing,  and  almost  at  their  distance. 
The  present  Sunday,  while  I  am  writing,  it  is  come  within 
lesse  than  a  degree  of  Gorgon*s  eye,  and  ^  a  degree  to  the 
east  side.  The  motoun  decresethe  nightly,  and  so  doth  the 
diameter,  especially  for  these  latter  dayes,  being  now  become 
but  in  shew  not  past  halfe  so  big  as  at  the  first  appearance* 
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You  shall  doe  me  a  favour  to  write  or  procure  to  be  written  In 
me  what  hath  byne  observed  by  the  astronomers  about  this 
celestiall  appearance,  and  what  judgement  they  give  of  it. 
Your  very  loving  friend, 

William  Ol-ghtbbd. 


H.  THORNDIKE  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mm.  4Z79,  fol.  2fil.] 

Decauhei  23nt,  ISO, 

Sir, — Mr.  Tovey  is  gone  out  of  towne  and  hatli  left  mee 
to  dispose  of  Mr.  Warner's  papers,  which  I  would  have  bad 
done  himselfe.  I  have  therefore  sent  you  whatsoever  I  can 
conceive  to  conceme  the  canon :  beeing,  (1)  The  canon  itsclfe 
from  1  to  100,000.  (2)  A  collection  of  papers  sowed  together, 
concerning  (I  suppose)  the  construction  and  use  of  it,  ia- 
titled  on  the  front  Tabtdaria.  (3)  Papers  of  Interest  and  the 
questions  of  it,  sowed  together.  (4)  A  peece  by  itseUe  of 
about  balfe  a  quire,  beginning  with,  "  Any  ratio  being  given." 
(.i)  The  canon  from  Tto  10,000.  (G)  .\  foiile  cojiy  uf  thi- 
same,  in  which  are  bound  up  other  loose  papers  concerning 
the  subject.  (7)  Foule  papers  in  nine  bundles,  which  seeme 
to  be  the  first  copy  of  the  large  canon.  And  my  request  to 
you  is,  first  that  yoii  will  take  your  own  time  to  peruse  them, 
in  order  to  a  resolution  of  publishing  them,  which,  upon 
perusing  them,  I  hope  you  will  declare :  and  then  in  con- 
sideration of  common  casualties,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
my  continuing  where  you  are,  that  you  will  certify  mee  of 
the  receit  of  the  particulares.  Which  will  bee  very  briefly 
done,  if  you  think  fit  to  sende  mee  this  backe,  with  your 
name  subscribed  to  a  line  signifying  the  receite  of  them. 
And  here.  Sir,  my  best  love  and  service  recommended,  I  take 
leave,  and  remaine.  Sir, 

Your  very  loving  freind  to  serve  you, 

H.  Thorndike*. 

*  Prom  a  note  by  Pelt,  at  the  back  of  this  letter,  it  appean  that  th«  pniject  of 
printing  Waruer's  works  vas  relinquished  on  account  of  the  incompleteneia  of 
his  ]ra|icr!>. 
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LIST  OF  MR.  WARNER^S  PAPERS. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4394,  foL  106.] 

An  inventorie  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Warner. 

1.  A  tract  of  exchanges  in  folio^  containing  eleven  leaves^ 
AngUce. 

2.  Varronis  sententia  de  tympanis  illustrata^  tribus  foliis. 

3.  A  treatise  of  coines. 

4.  Another  of  the  same. 

5.  A  tract  about  ingotts. 

6.  Another  of  the  same. 
7*  Opus  Satuminum. 

8.  A  bundle  containing  thirty  papers  intituled  ^^  Opus 
Joviale.'* 

9.  A  small  bundle  intituled  ^^  Observationes  Westmonas- 
terienses.'^ 

10.  A  bundle  intituled  "  Monetary .'* 

11.  A  bundle  intituled  ^^Generall  rules  of  Warre  and 
Fortification  observed  by  the  experience  of  Prichard  Han- 
sard.*' 

12.  Six  tracts  sewed  together  intituled  "  Tabularia.^' 

13.  The  faire  copy  of  a  canon  of  100^000  logarithmes. 

14.  Canones  analogici  originalis. 

15.  Schedse  miscellaneae. 

16.  A  bundle  intituled  "  Analogicks.'* 

17*  De  monetarum  homonimicarum  sequivalentia. 

18.  De  resectione  spatii. 

19.  A  treatise  sic  incipiens  *' Any  ratio  being  given.*' 

20.  A  treatise  thus  beginning  "  Of  that  columne.** 

21.  A  bundle  ^^de  refractione  definitiones.** 

22.  A  bundle  intituled  "  Mr.  Protheroe.** 

23.  A  bundle  intituled  "  Sir  William  Beccher.*' 

December  14th,  1667.  Received  the  abovesaid  papers 
from  Dr.  Thomdyke,  which  I  promise  to  restore  upon  de- 
mand— John  Collins. 


ANTHONY  THOMPSON  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch.  Brit.  Mus.  4279,  fol.  259,  Orig.] 

NoYember  22nd,  1658. 

Mr.  Pell, — ^There  is  this  day  a  meeting  to  bee  in  the  Moore 
Feilds  of  some  mathematicall  freinds  (as  you  know  the 
custome  hath  beene)  there  will  bee  Mr.  Rook  and  Mr.  Wrenn, 
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my  Lord  Brunkerd,  Sir  PaucI  NeaJe,  Dr,  Guddard,  Dr. 
^Icarbnrow,  &c.  I  had  notif^e  the  last  night  of  your  being  in 
rowne  from  some  of  the  gentellmen  dow  aamed,  and  ot' there 
desire  to  injoy  your  company;  their  will  bee  no  such  number 
as  you  UBually  have  seene  at  such  meetings  :  1 2  is  the 
number  incited.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  short 
waming,  for  it  was  shorte  to  mee  *. 

Yours  to  serve  you, 

Aptthont  Thompson. 


PELL'S  RELATION  OF  A  MEETING  WITH 

HOBBES. 
[MS.  Birch.  Brit.  Mas.  4425,  fol.  204,  Orig.] 

Easier  MoDdai.  Murh  31,  IM3. 
This  morning  Mr.  Thomas  Hobbest  met  me  in  the  Strand, 
and  led  me  back  to  Salisbury  house,  where  he  brought  me 
into  his  chamber,  and  there  shewed  me  his  construction  of 
that  Probleme,  which  he  said  he  had  solved,  namely  the 
Dotiblint/  of  ti  Cube.     He  then  told  ine,  tliiitVicaiiiit  Rroiinker 

■  I  insert  tliis  letter  because  it  is  a  curious  tneiuorial  of  th?  Royal  Socieii  in 
enibrya.  II  is  generally  slated,  that  Dr.  Guddard's  society  temiiaaleil  on  the 
fnuttdalion  of  the  one  at  0\for<l.  but  this  letter  proves  the  conlrar}-.  \s  it  mit 
be  intercstinp;  to  the  present  memticra  of  the  Royal  SocielT.  I  insert  here  ■  oopv 
of  the  original  legulatiuns  of  the  Society  at  Oxford,  from' MS.  No.  1810  id  Ibe 
Ashniolean  Museum : — 

October  23rd.  1651,  Order'd— 

1  That  DO  man  be  admitted  but  irith  tbe  consent  of  the  major  pan  oT  the 
company. 

2.  That  the  votes  for  admission  (to  the  intcDt  they  may  be  free  and  without 
prejudice)  tie  given  in  secret ;  affinnations  by  blanks. — negatives  by  printed 
papera  pnt  into  the  box. 

3.  That  ever}'  man's  admission  beconcluded  the  neit  day  after  it  ia  proposed ; 
<io  as  at  the  {Kissing  of  it,  there  he  at  the  least  eleven  present. 

4.  Thai  every  one  pay  for  his  admission  an  equal  share  (o  the  money  in  stork, 
and  tiro-third  iwrts  of  it  for  Ibe  instruments  in  stock,  answerable  to  (he  Dumber 

5.  If  any  of  the  comjiany  (being  resident  in  the  University)  do  wilbngly  absent 
himself  from  the  weekly  meeting,  without  speciall  occasion,  by  the  space  of  su 
weeks  (ogetber,  he  shall  he  reputed  to  have  left  the  company,  his  name  from 
thenccfonb  to  be  left  out  of  the  catalogue. 

6.  Thai  if  any  man  doe  not  duly  upon  the  day  appoyntrd  pcrforiDe  I'Uch  eier- 
else  or  bring  in  such  experiment  as  slmll  W  appoynted  for  that  day,  or  in  case  of 
necessity  provide  that  the  course  be  supplyed  by  another,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the 
use  of  the  conit>any  for  his  default  2s.  6d..  and  shall  perf»rme  his  task  nutwith- 
standing  within  such  reasonable  time  as  the  com  pan  v  shall  appoynt. 

;.  Tliat  one  man's  fault  shall  not  (as  formerly)  be' any  e.cuse  fbr  him  that  was 
tosucreed  ibe  nest  day,  but  the  rniirse  shall  goc  on. 

e.  That  llie  time  of  mectiny  be  everv  Thursday  before  two  of  the  clock. 
[tThisMr.  nohbessayshewasborn  AprU  5,  1588.] 
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was  writing  against  him.  "  But,"  said  he,  "  I  have  written  a 
confirmation  and  illustration  of  my  demonstration,  and 
to-morrow  I  intend  to  send  it  to  the  presse,  that  with  the 
next  opportunity  I  may  send  printed  coppies  to  transmarine 
mathematicians,  craving  their  censure  of  it.  On  this  side  of 
the  sea,"  said  he,  "I  shall  hope  to  have  your  approbation  of 
it."  I  answered  that  I  was  then  busy,  and  could  not  per- 
suade myself  to  pronounce  of  any  such  question  before  I  had 
very  thoroughly  considered  it  at  leysure  in  my  owne  chamber. 
Whereupon  he  gave  me  these  two  papers,  bidding  me  take 
as  much  time  as  I  pleased.  Well,  said  I,  if  your  work 
seeme  true  to  mee,  T  shall  not  be  afraid  to  tell  the  world  so : 
but  if  I  find  it  false,  you  will  be  content  that  I  tell  you  so ; 
but  privately,  seeing  you  have  onely  thus  privately  desired 
my  opinion  of  it.  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  I  shall  be  content,  and 
thanke  you  too.  But,  I  pray  you,  do  not  dispute  against 
my  construction,  but  shew  me  the  fault  of  my  demonstration, 
if  you  finde  any."  Thus  we  then  parted,  I  leaving  him  at 
Salisbury  house,  and  returning  home. 


THOMAS  BRANCKER  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4278,  fol.  36,  Grig.] 

Tottenham,  May  9th,  1666. 

Revered  Sir, — I  understand  by  Mr.  Collins  that  you  had 
my  last,  but  are,  as  you  had  reason,  offended  at  Mr.  Pittes 

{resumption.  Little  souls  have  little  designs ;  what  his  was, 
know  not,  but  I  thought  it  not  at  present  convenient  to  do 
any  more  than  I  did,  viz :  take  notice  that  the  letters  were 
opened  and  enquire  by  whom.  However,  I  durst  not  con- 
ceal it.  The  man  is  I  hope  very  fair ;  as  to  all  other  matters 
wherein  I  have  dealt  with  him  I  have  found  him  so.  Possibly 
he  was  hasty  to  see  what  assistance  you  were  pleased  to 
afford  us.  I  am  thus  tedious  about  him,  because  I  would 
fain  entreat  for  him  to  procure  his  pardon.  What  I  wrote  in 
my  last  concerning  the  book,  I  again  refer  to  your  consider- 
ation, for  as  much  as  my  design  herein  I  hope  is  not  sordid 
or  mean ;  but  the  truest  advantage  that  may  be  gained  to  the 
argument.  I  have  now  only  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have 
in  hand  the  table.  They  OQiitte  the  first  leafe,  according  to 
what  I  hinted  in  my  last  to  yourselfe  about  it.  Only  whereas 
Rhonius  ordered  the  incomposits  to  be  printed  in  a  larger 
character  when  they  first  appear  in  the  table,  viz  :  where  they 
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were  roots ;  I  have  altered  it  thus,  to  put  a  rule  either  over 
or  under  the  number,  and  let  it  be  of  the  same  body  with  the 
rest.  For  I  presume  the  end  of  that  different  character  wiw 
only  to  make  it  \'isible,  and  I  conceive  tliia  makes  it  more 
visible  and  distinct,  and  besides  it  avoides  that  unhandBotae 
intrenchment  upon  the  page  which  you  nil!  find  in  the  Dutch 
edition.  But  these  things  you  will  better  observe  when  the 
tirst  sheet  comes  to  your  hands,  which  I  hope  you  will  find 
well  done.  They  goe  on  slowly,  because  the  short  rule* 
between  the  di?scending  parallels  are  very  chai^eablc,  and 
therefore  they  have  no  more  than  wiU  compose  J  a  sheet  oi 
once ;  so  that  they  do  but  one  whole  sheet  in  a  fortnight. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  wait  on  you  at  London,  could  the 
health  of  that  place  invite  yoii  thither.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  your  candid  interpretation  of  anything  that  comes  from 
mc  in  word  or  deed  as  to  this  matter,  for  as  much  as,  if  I  know 
my  own  inclination,  of  all  vices  I  am  not  disposed  to  deceit 
or  impudence,  and  in  this  particular  I  have  very  cogtnt 
obligations  to  the  contrary.  I  had  written  sooner  but  that  I 
was  confined  to  my  chamber  by  an  ague,  which,  by  God's 
goodnes,  is  now  removed,  not  without  some  small  relishes  of 
it,  which  I  hope  will  passe  away.  If  s  scarce  pertinent  to 
tell  you  that  there  was  a  report  about  town  that  you  had  left 
this  world  for  a  better.  Your  own  lines  to  Mr.  Collins  are  a 
solid  refutation.  God  Almighty  continue  your  health  and 
opportunityea  to  serve  his  glory,  'tis  the  prayer  of.  Sir, 
Your  ever  obliged  to  honour  and  serve  you, 

Tuo:  Brancker. 


THOMAS  BRANCKER  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  DriD.  Miis.  4278,  fol.  38,  Orig.] 

TDttenliBin.  Jqdg  21(t,  lfi«& 
Honoured  Sir, — By  the  hands  of  Mr.  Collins  I  received 
your  last  on  Friday,  viz :  4  leaves  of  copy  for  the  sheet  P ; 
but  without  any  note  for  direction  for  printing  therof,  or  by 
way  of  answere  to  anything  of  my  last.  This  I  only  advertise 
you  of  that,  if  any  such  letter  were  intended^  you  may  under- 
stand it  was  casually  excluded  the  covert.  I  humbly  thank 
you  for  the  pains  and  accuracy  in  those  papers,  and  I  hope 
further  directions  for  printing  them  are  not  altogether  ntM;es- 
sary.  1  have  transcribed  them  without  any  alteration,  unlesoc 
so  tar  as  was  needful!  to  conform  it  to  the  marks  wherein  the 
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presse  differs  from  your  writing.  They  will  this  day  or  to 
morrow  have  done  with  the  tabfe  (as  I  suppose)  and  will  be 
wholly  imployed  in  the  body  of  the  book  again  as  the  med- 
dling with  the  table.  Although  readers  and  printers  are  all 
very  willing  to  see  it  out ;  yet,  whenever  you  please,  the  presse 
shall  be  perfectly  stopH  to  attend  you.  I  shall  from  time  to 
time  acquaint  you  where  they  be,  and  when  they  want  further 
help,  but  no  such  addresses  are  intended  to  streighten  you  in 
your  conveniencyes.  If  you  please  to  put  a  title  to  the  table, 
they  may  print  diat  and  the  first  leafe  of  the  table,  which  I 
shall  presently  fall  on  proving  once  more,  unles  you  have  any 
body  that  can  and  will  ease  me  and  shew  me  the  errata,  which 
I  hope  will  not  be  very  many.  My  last  tedious  letter  gave 
you  an  account  of  what  I  then  thought  necessary,  nor  have  I 
now  an^  thing  else  to  adde  thereabout.  I  beg  your  pardon 
for  having  been  an  occasion  of  so  great  a  divertisement  to 
you,  wherein  if  I  did  not  fear  I  had  allready  intrenched  on 
your  other  occasions,  I  should  have  adventured  to  beg  your 
assistance  for  generall  direction  in  these  studyes,  and  I  have 
fancyed  that  2  or  3  generall  fundamental!  notions  would  lend 
me  ]^o  small  light,  untill  God  shall  please  to  grant  me  the 
happmesse  of  further  attendance  on  you.  And  1  wish  I  might 
be  as  meet  for  future  as  I  am  thankfull  for  past  communica- 
tions. In  the  mean  time  I  must  wait  for  an  opportunity  to 
serve  you  to  my  power.  I  commit  you  to  God's  protection. 
Yours  ever  obliged  to  honour  and  serve  you, 

Tho  :  Bbanckbb. 


THOMAS  BRANCKER  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mu».  4278,  foL  40,  Orig.] 

Tottenham,  July  6th,  1666. 

Honoured  Sir, — Your  last  of  July  2  came  to  me  July  5.  I 
return  humble  thanks  for  the  sheet  therein  enclosed.  I  have 
copyed  it  and  purpose  tomorrow  morning  to  send  to  the  press. 
The  labour  and  time  which  the  processe  and  copyes  therof 
required  must  needs  have  been  great^  and  much  aggravates 
your  bounty  in  the  communication.  And  I  cannot  but,  upon 
occasion  herof,  adventure  to  expresse  what  hath  been  much 
in  my  thoughts  before.  I  am  very  sensible  what  an  occasion 
of  trouble  to  you  this  my  imperfect  imdertaking  hath  proved. 
Which  yet  I  can  not  say  I  repent  of,  because  I  can  not  ques- 
tion a  considerable  advantage  to  be  reaped  thereby  by  all  in- 
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teU^ent  mcl«rs.  and  particularlT  berause  tou  hare  < 
Bccnilcd  not  onW  to  pennisdon  Init  faTMirable  assiBlani 
which  [  davlj-  look  i>d  mTJ%lfe  (as  well  as  thtiu^aixlH  O 
M  Dttttgnl  to  all  (mUi-full  acknuwle(ig«in«ni  as  far  as  m 
went  OT  future  capacity  may  reach.  My  desire  and  t 
study  shal  be  to  serve  your  interest,  as  far  as  I  may  understaDcl 
it,  and  be  accepted  in  my  endeavours.  I  know  the  notions 
you  bestow  upon  the  treatise  are  not  vaJuable  even  by  jewdb. 
but  yrt  I  see  nothing  litle  or  sordid  in  it  for  you  to  accept  of 
some  gratuity,  although  iDcompaiabty  beneath  the  oblivion 
you  have  laid  u]K>n  us.  If  1  might  be  so  bold  my  request 
would  be  to  have  from  ytni  a  hint  of  your  thoughts  oouceni- 
iiig  iU  Tis  true  Mr.  Collins  and  I  have  diicwirsed  hereabout, 
but  he  is  not  nor  shal  be  in  the  least  acquainted)  with  the  open 
liroposall  which  my  confidence  of  your  pardon  makes.  Whe- 
ther he  hath  in  his  letters  anything  that  looks  this  way  I  know 
not,  but  the  fiilt  satJsfactioa  I  have  of  my  own  intpgiily  to 
endearoar  your  truest  ter^ice  puts  me  on  the  adventure.  And 
methiuks  it  is  much  more  respectilill  to  your  goodnesse  to  be 
Open  and  sincere,  than  either  to  expresse  myselfe  tenderly 
and  obecurcty,  or,  which  is  worse,  to  be  altogether  ignorant  uf 
what  behn^'ioiir  may  become  us  in  this  present  case.  Mv 
book-illLT  1  know  « ill  not  bt- Vfr;- immmimrly  hi-riii :  anil 
1  \^'()ul(l  duiil  with  him  as  from  mv  own  motion  did  I  know 
wliat  were  projter,  bnt  he  shall  never  know  from  me  directly 
or  indirectly  that  I  eier  scribbled  a  syllable  about  the  atfair. 
You  need  not  fear  any  inconveniency  in  being  free  to  me  in 
thi^  matter  even  as  to  your  son.  I  am  not  so  great  a  stranger 
ti)  iiinnilily  or  cnnsfioiice  as  to  use  such  forward  expressions, 
had  1  not  upri;;htLu--se  to  support  thiin.  And,  altliouijh  1 
may  not  despair  of  beinjr  an  incomparable  gainer  by  any 
service  I  can  undertake  for  you,  yet  I  conceive  I  am  not 
hcrin  selfish  beyond  what  reverence  and  gratitiide  allow  me. 
IJut  if  any  thing  in  the  premises  be  any  way  peccant  and 
otti-'iisive,  1  submit  to  your  correction  and  it  shall  be,  if  vou 
please,  as  if  it  were  unwritten.  As  for  the  book,  the  com- 
positor hath  made  your  last  papers  fill  a  great  deal  of  room, 
something  of  the  paper  of  March  5  running  into  R,  wbieh 
loose  print  they  ever  told  me  their  letters  would  needs  require. 
1  have  written  out  the  primes  to  above  3{XHX)j  in  the  first  lOM 
I  find  1227  (counting  1  for  a  ]irime,  which  possiblv  Gulds 
omitted,  and  so  made  1236),  in  the  2d  xM  lO.il,  in 'the  ;Jrd 
xM  '.m:i.  in  the  :iOtHK>,  J24l!  But  my  puqiose  is  to  prove 
tin;  whole  talilc  of  incom|)osit3  again  before  1  finish  this  ca- 
talo^rue.  Mr.  ('oUiiis  hath  lent  me  Kinckhuysen's  Conicks 
(in  Low  Dutch)  and  Mydorgius,  on  which  1  spend  sonic  tunc 
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about  parabolicall  draughts.  If  you  please  you  may  now 
keep  a  week  or  more  before  the  press^  but  I  shall  undertake 
that  it  shall  attend  your  leisure.  I  do  not  find  I  have  order 
in  your  last  to  proceed  to  the  xxix.  probl :  and  therefore  hope 
to  see  your  directions.  I  fear  you  give  yourselfe  the  trouble 
to  copy  verbatim  what  you  send  me.  I  conceiv  you  might 
adventure  to  send  me  your  only  accurate  draughts,  and  ease 
yourselfe  of  that  labour,  keeping  the  notions  by  you  possibly 
in  some  other  method.  Begging  your  pardon  and  continu- 
ance of  undeserved  favours,  I  commit  you  to  God's  care  and 
protection. 

Yours  ever  to  honour  and  serve  you, 

Tho  :  Brancker. 


CHRISTOPHER  SAWTELL  TO  WILLIAM  LILLY. 

[MS.  Ashm.  Oxon.  423,  Orig.] 

Waymouth,  August  6th,  1666. 

Mr.  Lilly, — I  wrote  to  you  the  18th  of  the  former  month 
concerning  the  wonderfull  motion  of  the  tide  as  it  was  care- 
fully here  observed  for  4  hours  time,  viz.  July  l7th,  from 
about  10  in  the  morning  untill  2  in  the  aflemoone.  I  also 
wrote  the  same  to  the  Post-office  in  London ;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  it  was  put  into  the  printed  intelligence  in  one 
manner,  and  in  the  Gazette  in  another  manner,  and  neyther 
of  them  aneere  the  truth,  and  for  what  eyther  reason  or  po- 
licie  I  cannot  imagine,  but  made  me  to  be  derided  here,  until 
I  shewed  a  coppy  to  many  of  what  I  wrote  them  to  London ; 
since  which  they  reply  if  they  print  one  false  that  is  so  won- 
derfull, how  many  us  believe  the  rest,  &c.  Sir,  I  intreated 
you  by  my  letter  to  have  given  me  a  few  lines  in  answer  that 
you  had  received  mine,  but  to  this  morning  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any,  which  makes  me  doubt  that  you  have  not  received 
mine,  or  else  that  you  doubted  the  truth,  or  that  it  was  not 
of  any  worth.  If  it  came  not  to  your  hand,  pray  be  pleased 
by  a  few  lines  to  give  me  notice  and  I  shall  give  you  (if  you 
desire  it)  a  very  true,  sure,  and  pimctuall  account  of  it,  or  in 
any  particular  thing  or  accident  that  you  shall  require  of  it. 
If  you  doubted  the  truth  PU  assure  you  that  to  what  I  wrote 
you  ther  is  not  a  title  false,  I  am  very  conlSdent,  viz.  that  the 
sea  did  ebb  and  flow  seven  times  in  four  hours  time ;  with 
the  rest  of  particulars  writen  you,  to  which  a  clowde,  as  it 
were,  of  witnesses  will  appearc ;  that  there  were  many  more 
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ebbitigs  and  flowing  it  is  probable  to  be  tme  by  tbe  rrport 
of  aumy ;  which  wy  that  the  aea  did  soe  all  tbe  moniing,  and 
that  it  did  soe  likewise  agaiiie  in  the  evening  but  they  hj 
that  this  was  not  so  vioteot;  bat  this4  faonms  time  that  1 
gave  you  anxHUit  off  was  as  I  have  said,  earefbllT  obaerrnl 
by  ho  many  and  that  of  the  chiefest  mariners,  merchants,  aad 
other  gentlemen,  as  well  as  other  sorl^  of  people,  both  men 
and  weotuen,  one  &iend  caliintr  and  sending  for  another,  thai 
to  me  it  aeemes  an  absurdity  io  the  least  to  doubt  the  truth ; 
tbe  diiefe  oocation  of  otwervation  being  tbe  extrcame  violence 
of  it,  one  wberof  I  heard  being  in  house,  being  talking  witli 
one,  we  had  much  pitty  for  a  ketch  there  riding  in  the  road, 
we  thinking  of  a  very  great  and  suddent  storme  of  nind,  but 
looking  out  of  doores  found  noe  wind  att  alk,  but  saw  the  $ea 
at  a  distance  fall  of  ravelling  waves  with  much  noyes.  If  not 
of  worth  to  you,  pray  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  I  aymcd  at 
the  best.  The  thing  to  all  persons  of  this  town  was  and  still 
is  wonderfull,  and  1  thought  tt  worthy  of  puhlique  note,  to 
which  end  1  sent  it  to  London  preferring  you  before  Mr. 
Gadbury,  who  othemise  had  had  the  account.  However, 
Sir,  if  you  nill  not  afford  me  no  other  account  of  it,  you  let 
me  be^  you  to  gtve  me  a  few  lines  that  you  have  received 
raint^,  that  1  may  know  tliat  it  came  to  your  hanil ;  and  if  bv 
writing  so  i)resunii)tuousIy  lo  you,  strangers  to  each  other,  I 
have  offended  you,  pray  i)ardon  me ;  it  is  but  the  second  of- 
fence ;  1  ho))e  1  then  shall  not  committ  the  third :  yet  lu  the 
mcane  while  shall  remaiiie,  Sir, 

Your  friend  in  what  I  may, 
Christopher  Sawtell. 

For  Mr.  IVilliam  Lilly,  Astrologer,  at  the 
corner-house,  over  against  Strand-bridge, 
these,  in  London.     Post  paid,  Zd. 


THOMAS  BRANCKER  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Bircli.  Urit.  Mus.  4278.  fol.  41,  Orig.] 

Tottcoham,  August  IJUi.  16G6. 
Much  honoured  Sir, — I  conceived  it  unnecessary  to  trouble 
you  with  any  line  from  mc  since  the  reciept  of  your  last  sheet, 
uiitill  1  could  return  it  or  part  of  it  in  print.  This  is  now 
done,  and  you  may  please  to  send  to  Badilcy  for  a  sheet  w  hich 
I  presume  my  bookseller  will  send  on  Munday.  In  it  the 
frnclioris  arc  very  much  amended.     Mr.  ColUns  tells  me  that 
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now  they  say  if  I  had  blamed  them,  they  might  havo  he<-n 
corr(.'cted  before.  But  as  i  have  formerly  written,  I  found 
fault  at  the  first  fraction  that  ever  they  priuted  and  afterwards 
too.  I  conceiv  they  were  not  then  so  possessed  with  sutfi- 
cient  hopes  of  advantage  so  aa  to  put  them  on  the  charge  of 
new  stamps,  the  procuring  of  which  hath  made  this  delay.  I 
I  am  now  most  taken  up  with  making  a  catalogue  of  the  errata 

■  in  the  table  of  incomp.  which  is  necessary  to  be  done  before 
ft  the  catalogue  of  the  incomposits  themselves  can  be  truly 

■  made.     Sir,  I  return  you  my  humble  thanks  for  your  candid 

■  acceptance  of  any  part  of  my  behaviour  towards  you  in  this 
I'buainesse,  of  which  my  Lord  Brercton  hath  been  pleased  to 
pgive  me  an  hint.     May  there  be  anything  of  another  nature, 

I  shall  thankfully  accept  of  your  admonitions,  and,  in  a  word, 
truly  serve  all  your  interest.     We  now  hope  for  further  di- 
rections from  you  at  your  next  conveniency.    At  present  you 
tare  no  further  interrupted  by 
Yours,  ever  obliged  to  honour  and  serve  you, 
Tho:  Branckeb. 


t 


JOHN  PELL  TO  MOSES  PIT. 


[MS.  itirch,  4279,  (ul.  1B3,  Original  draft.] 

Dreraton,  June  .Ird,  166B. 

Sir, — Yours  of  May  2S  came  to  my  hands  May  30.  Mun- 
day  June  1,  I  sent  a  messenger  to  Newcastle,  who  brought 
me  from  you  Mr.  Brancker's  new  book,  more  costly  bound 
than  I  desired.  I  have  turned  it  over,  and  finde  it  no  way 
imperfect;  no  sheet  deficient,  miasfolded  or  missplaced.  But 
the  great  number  of  press  faults  keepes  me  from  writing  to 
you  for  coppies  for  my  friends,  because  I  suppose  they  had 
rather  tarry  till  they  may  have  coppies  corrected  by  my  hand 
throughout. 

Your  superscription,  both  of  your  letter  and  of  the  book, 
would  have  startled  me,  if  I  had  been  farr  from  this  place. 
For  in  both  you  say  John  Lord  Brereton,  as  if  William  Lord 
Brercton  were  dead  and  the  title  were  fallen  to  his  eldest 
Sonne,  whose  name  is  John.  But  since  yours,  we  have  heere 
received  letters  from  the  father,  by  which  we  are  assiu^d  that 
he  is  in  health,  and  intends  to  begin  his  journey  bitherward 
upon  Friday  June  5,  about  the  time  that  this  may  come  to 
'  i.  1  hope  bis  Lordship  will  bring  one  of  Deane 
s  bookes  with  him ;  or  at  least  will  be  able  to  de- 


1 1  WIB9  gnesa  of  wt^t  bulk  it  is,  uhJ 

riKbafik  to  tnrir  h&iA  kares  in  pvt  ot  it.     And 

e  I  dM  Btf  Doir  oB  Sv  Ae  c«p|if  «tiid  jno  say  Uir 

h  Ufc  ID  abcste  m  jonr  fcanfa  fiir  me.     Your  cut 

■  ■MFMBRB  nCIIld, 

Jonx  Pkll. 


I 


HEXRT  CHJ)E7rBURGH  TO  LORD  BREBETON. 
raoL  mA,  ma.  ml  a,  Oi^] 

!«■&■.  Sipl.  Eb^  !«■. 
Wy  Lord. — 1  pr»T  Ttwir  Lonl^hip  to  accept  of  the  eDclos«I 

firuit.  whltih  t.-oauIu«  a  tAL-it  comutacioii  vt  tht  Lite  Frenth 
preiended  miraclif,  said  to  be  dooe  in  a  village  near  Saumur; 
the  namtiTe  ot'  "hich  was  s<Dt  hither  in  French,  and  here 
translited  and  printed  in  Enirii^h.  1  suppose  your  lordship 
hath  heard  ol'  it,  how  that  Our  Sarioiir  appear"d,  by  way  of  a 
picture  on  the  altar,  at  the  time  of  the  masse,  for  a  tjuarter 
of  an  houre,  manv  people  seeing  it  with  ajstonishment,  which 
aftem.irds  was  examined  by  the  Bishop  of  .\ngiers,  and  de- 
clared for  a  miracle  in  print.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  these 
tran-;actions  to  my  correspondent  at  Paris,  a  true  Hii<ruenol, 
vviih  a  desire  to  render  the  first  head  of  this  book  French, 
and  to  send  it  to  the  place  where  that  appearance  of  Our 
Saviour  was  made,  to  undeceive,  if  possible,  the  poor  people, 
and  to  discover  the  cheat  of  those  clergymen,  that  would 
father  a  lye  upon  their  God. 

I  saw  yesternight  a  cart  leaden  with  at  least  600  bricks, 
whereof  each  by  weight  weighed  above  four  pounds,  drawn 
bv  one  horse  in  an  uneven  and  ascending  way,  by  a  new  con- 
trivance, which  avoydeth  rubbing  much  more  than  ordinarj- 
carts.  It  lias  been  devised,  as  I  mentioned  formerly,  by  the 
C'tncTirrcnrc  of  persons  of  several  nations ;  and  the  patent  of 
thcni  is  given  in  divers  contiy's  ;  here,  to  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
niiJiitli,  and  to  Hir  Ellis  Loytoii  (as  hcm.self  told  me),  and  at 
Paris  lo  some  great  [>crsoi)s  j  as  also  in  Flanders.     In  the 
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mean  time,  our  mathematical!  mechanicians  doe  not  want  ex- 
ceptions against  the  extraordmarines  of  the  contrivance. 

♦  ^M^  ^M0  ^^#  ^^^  ^M^  ^1^  ^^^ 

^B%  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^W^ 

Your  Lordship's  very  humble  and  faithful  servant, 

H.  O. 

For  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Brereton 
at  Brereton  in  Cheshire,     Stonebagg. 

P.S.  Mr.  Hook  presents  his  humble  service  to  your  Lord- 
ship, and  begs  the  favor  to  send  him  some  account  of  the 
causeway  found  so  deep  under  ground,  and  of  what  shels  are 
found  in  stones,  or  ligna  /ossiUa  8cc.  Whereby  you  will 
much  oblige  him. 


MICHAEL  DARY  TO  JOHN  COLLINS. 

[MS.  Birch,  4425,  fol.  54,  r^  Orig.] 

The  equation  is  this  2 — 

+  /  +  8  y»  -  24  y«  +  104  y  -  676  =  0 

Mr.  Collins, — I  have  beene  lately  trying  to  break  biqua- 
dratique  equations  into  two  quadratique  ones,  and  I  have 
effected  my  purpose  in  a  great  many,  some  by  the  aliquote 
parts,  and  some  by  the  cubicall  mant,  but  this  soure  crabb  I 
cannot  dcale  with  by  no  method,  &c. 

Your  servant, 
Mich  :  Dary. 

Tower,  the  8th  Febr:  1674-5. 


NOTE  ON  THE  SOLVING  EQUATIONS,  BY  JOHN 

PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mas.  4432,  fol.  26,  Grig.] 

May  20, 1675. 

Mr.  Dary  only  solved  cubick  equations  by  ayd  of  a  qua- 
dratick  equation  in  a  particular  case,  not  knowing  the  use  of 
Ijoth  the  rootes  of  his  quadratick  equation;  but  Collins 
knowing  how  to  take  away  two  tearmcs  in  any  equation 
hath  a  diflcrcnt  generall  method  of  solving  these  and  higher 
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equatioDS  l^  ayd  oriog<°^-  or  by  his  little  table  of  continuall 
proportionally  for  interest,  nhcreby  he  finds  two  rootes  st  a 
time,  and  d«pre&scth  the  equation  two  de|;rees.  Where3.s 
Deschartes  cubick  equation  only  seneth  to  ttreake  a  biquu- 
dratick  equation  into  tno  quadratick  ones,  whereof  the  routes 
are  afterwards  to  be  found,  and  a  paire  of  rootee  being  by 
Collins  method  alwaies  found,  or  two  impossible  ones  rc-- 
moovetl  (by  ayd  of  the  rootes  of  pure  powers  and  adfected 
equations)  one  degree  lower  than  that  proposed,  it  foUons 
that  sohd  problems  are  effected  by  plaine  geometiy,  et  pro- 
blema  Debacum  tandem  fcliciter  expugnatum.     Deo  gloria.' 


JOHN  COLLINS  TO  MR.  OLDENBURGH. 

[MS.  Birch.  Brit.  Mux.  4132.  ToL  25.] 

Ma;  25.  I6T5. 

Sir, — Be  pleased  to  intreate  the  learned  and  worthy  Mr. 
Tschimfaaus,  to  malce  a  construction  by  a  circle  for  finding  a 
roote  of  either  of  these  equations,  which  have  tbe  conditions 
he  requires 

(ian-3aa+3a-l=N 
In  which  if  a  roote  be  1  0 

2  I     Which  are  the   cubes 

3  N  is       8     of  numbers  less  than 

4  27  the  roote  by  unit. 

5  64 
Or  to  this  equation 

aaa+3aa +3fl+l=N 
In  which  if  a  roote  be  1  8 

2  27     Which  are  the  cubes 

3  N  is       64     of    numbers    greater 

4  125     than  the  roote  by  unit, 

5  216 

And  when  he  liathe  demonstrated  the  same  and  illustrated 
the  worke  by  examples  in  numbers  he  hath  solved  the  Del- 
phick  probleme  with  great  renowne,  and  intreate  him  to  make 
the  simie  publick  in  the  Transactions,  the  consequence  of  it 
will  be  that  he  hathe  taken  away  the  two  first  or  highest 
tearmes  in  these  equations,  which  renders  it  probable  that 
the  like  may  be  done  in  other  and  higher  equations,  and 
consequently  the  difficulty  that  hath  hitherto  been  crux  in- 
penii  will  be  removed;  this  is  the  thing  most  wanting  in  ma- 
thematieks,  and  if  he  doth  this, 'tis  that  1  so  much  aspire  after. 
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and  have  methinks  a  prospect  of  methods  that  I  hope  will 
not  faUe  in  the  attainment,  consisting  of  two  branches.  The 
one  to  make  such  habitudes  or  co-efficients  relating  to  two 
tearmes  in  an  equation,  that  taking  away  one  of  them,  the 
other  shall  vanish  with  it.  The  other  to  reduce  such  tearmes 
to  those  habitudes  that  want  them,  though  something  hath 
been  done  in  this  kind  and  not  in  vaine,  yet  there  still  is  re- 
quired more  still  labour  and  time,  than  can  be  affoarded  by 
his  and 

Your  most  humble  servitor, 

John  Collins. 


SIR  SAMUEL  MORLAND  TO  JOHN  PELL. 

[MS.  Birch,  Brit.  Mus.  4279,  foL  143,  Grig.] 

Saturday,  13th  May,  1682. 

Sir, — Not  being  able  to  wayt  on  you  as  yet  (as  I  intended) 
I  take  the  boldness  to  send  you  my  iSrst  request  in  writing, 
which  is  to  beg  you  to  answer  the  following  queres : — 

1.  Supposing  a  foot  to  be  divided  into  12  inches,  what  is 
the  number  (and  decimal  parts)  of  cubick  inches  which  are 
equal  to  the  content  of  a  cylinder,  the  diameter  of  whose  base 
is  1  inch,  and  the  height  12  inches? 

2.  What  is  the  number  of  cubick  inches  that  equal  the 
content  of  a  cylinder,  the  diameter  of  whose  base  is  2  inches, 
and  the  height  12  inches  ? 

3.  What  is  the  number  of  cubick  inches  answering  to  a 
cylinder,  the  diameter  of  the  base  being  three  inches,  and  the 
height  12  inches? 

And  if  your  leisure  will  permitt  you,  I  would  beg  a  table 
giving  the  number  of  square  inches  conteyned  in  the  areas  of 
all  circles  from  1  inch  diameter,  to  a  100  inches  diameter. 

And  what  trouble  this  shall  give  you,  shall  be  acknow- 
ledged by 

Your  most  humble  and  faithful  servant, 

S.  MORLAND. 


M 


APPENDIX. 


I.  Corrector  Aaalylims.  or  slrirfures  on  the  Artix  Analylicit  Praxtt 
of  Thomas  Harriots  by  Nathaniel  Torfiorley.  Fi'am  the  oru/mal 
manuscript  preserved  in  Me  library  of  Sion  College. 

Tr&ctatvtn  analyticum  ilium  po^thumum  proxinus  diebus  liisee 
promulgatum  retracturo,  triplex  miLi  incumbit  oegotium  pni  triplici 
reniia  rctractandanim  differentin.  QuffdHm  entm  cjusdem  (Uctata 
(quifi  hoc  credat  ?  id  mathematicia  pr»sertiin  quibus  inservit  de- 
mon»tratii),  ut  tapis  I.ydiuB  ad  segreganda  a  blais  vera,  a  tall  vero 
pneeertiin  Coripbico  matbematlcorum  credito,  a  talibua  pnesertim 
recogniCoribus  summa  Gde  et  dJIigentid  omnia  describentibus)  Don 
Bolum  controversa  et  dubia,  sed  etiam  a,  veritate  aliena,  peeudola  et 
falsaria.  Quee  iddrco  sunt  accuratius  discutieoda,  redarguenda  et 
rcsecanda,  ne  vel  decjpiatur  inter  legenduni  artists,  vel  prce  indicio 
damnetur  assertor.  Qucedam  etinm  aunt  imperfecta  et  mutila,  ne 
dum  uon  ah  ipso  autbore  consummata,  acd  ne  etiam,  quK  ab  ipso 
beoe  excogitata  et  scitu  neccisaria  sunt  tradita,  ab  ejus  admiaistris 
eadem  promissu  fide  et  industria  posteritati  tnuismisfa.  Neque  vera 
est  ut  Bese  excusatos  hal>eri  pnesumant  a  teslaCa  intcntione  sua  illam 
pnecipue  partem  artis  omandi,  qua;  spectet  ad  resolutioiiero  nume- 
roeam.  accitis  reliquia  tantum  obiter  ejus  ut  puta  introductiunis. 
CoUatia  enim  iis  quae  erant  proprite  Harrioti  ipsiug  inventluncB.  cum 
reliquis  quad  aliunde  mutuum  assumpsit :  tam  quidem  in  puaillo 
compingcretur  sua  ipeius  inveuta,  quas  proprias  qutesivit  opes,  oi- 
bil  ut  fuerit  reliqui,  si  universa  ejus  iaventionum  farrago  cougera- 
tar,  ad  jueti  volumiuis  quantumvis  exigui  comprehendendaiu  dimen- 
siunem.  Itaque  tertius  ordo  animadvertendorum  telium  esto  pne- 
ceptorum  quK  priua  ab  aiiis  tradita,  facta  levi  aliqua  mutatione  in 
possessionem  hujua  authoria  perveneruot.  Etsi  illiiu  modi  aliens 
occupandi  conauetudo  adeo  cvaait  usitata  et  fiuniliaris,  ut  Don  solum 
licitum  sed  et  laudabile  vidcatur  esse  quod  fuerit  publicum.  Prnrsus 
ut  mihi  videantur  scriptorum  hodiemorum  plurimi  non  tam  authoris 
agere  od  lectorcs  docendop,  quam  auhultu'es  in  ludis  literariia,  quondo 
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AciBt*  pnceeptwt  didtcitfeBt.  mrawciter  eodon  o 
lepMcfitK.  Sed  Mt  noo  digmmi  nta{»eno  ii  *' 
iamitlen  Uocn  «fii)um  *d  netbodicam, 
Ifi^ni*,  dammodo  d^dtaa  primdo  Mrretnr  booos :  ita  nego  plu- 
fmm  o|MiHie  Bwriti  dc  re  Htosii*  nwrcn  cismhra  bic  positun  dhIbiii, 
aed  neque  nibm  iiiT«Dbon«ixi,  nui  iUam  quK  illecebru  jnbet  Ft  gnti 
aorilaiteiBOKlurdircenteiii.  Atque  buju^  generic  coiiiiiu:$»a..quaDdo 
DHxtnam  paitem  occupent  totiue  editi  opu^cuti.  otiosum  fuerit  sin- 
gnla  perceiwere-  Snffecerit  ergo  eadem  generaliu»  et  caiptim  prr- 
sbrinsHBC.  Neijue  prwUrea  erit  ofiat  has  ite  notatai  tripartitia 
ducnsuoDes  eigilUdm  et  rao  ordiae  sub  qaodain  metbodo  iWuctu 
percurrere :  quando  qoaedam  ex  obeervatis  pturibus  ex  bis  tribns 
oeosuris  obnoxia  »nt,  luleo  ut  qux  folsa  Nut,  ilJa  onantur  ex  omis- 
siooe  jam  laConim  pnrceptoniin  ;  et  qusE  aliunde  asntitia  sunt,  ilia 
ex  DOQ  recte  iDtellectis  sntea  tivditis  in  blsa  degeoereat-  Si  ergQ 
non  servctur  ordo  in  bis  recensendis,  sed  quserii  utrumque  primo 
obvia  cxamineatuT,  nibiJ  retulerit.  ordo  enim  et  metbodiu  ad  fabri- 
cum  Don  ad  demoUtioDcm  ioservit.  Nam  de  eicu^anda  stili  ruditacc 
noa  est  ut  laborem,  decrejiitus  jam  aenu  et  jam  moritunis.  Aliero 
demoiutnitioaea  satis  illas  omatas,  ;i  ex  omnibus  rbetomm  pLal«m. 
uti  qux  omantur  cibi  puiitate  Ucet  diminuta  expHmaiitur-  De  leli- 
quis  contendant  aucupatores  fonite.  Ego  si  dedecont  pristini  labem 
absi«fsero,  pulchrc  di»cedo  el  probe  et  prseter  epero.  His  ita  breri- 
ter  prspfntis  deiiide  vidcamua  qQod  Harriotus  inr^tauratiis  ajiportet 
bojiivc  malivt.  Primo  itaque  de  HArrioti  mcthodo  diciimu;,  cuju- 
i^a^pius  mcntio  facienda  cat  in  sequentikus,  ut  coustet  et  de  prolatis 
et  ik'  prxtcrmissis,  ubi  nun  possum  non  coaqueri,  illud  ne  male  ha> 
bere  rjuod  ejus  glossarii  ita  penitus  transformarunt  eandem,  ut  non 
solum  non  ordiiiem  sed  vix  verbum  ejus  retineant.  Id  quod  foite 
laude  dignum  es^et,  si  alicujua  illiterati  fortuito  inventa  distribuis- 
sent.  Sed  cum  hominis  per  eos  in  ccelum  sublati  et  cui  encyclope- 
diam  summam  ascripserunt,  opera  ita  trauf^mutanint  ut  vix  vestigium 
ab  eo  pressum  ajipareret :  quod  non  erat  aliud  quam  eonfessio  tacita 
ulicuju!"  deprebcnsse  imperfectionia  cui  supputiaa  ita  esse  percupeient, 
aut  ^ultcin  sc  ill!  fore  pra'positos  crederent.     Atque  iilius  metbodus 

I'rimu  uccurata  tractatio  irrationalius  surdorum  sive,  ut  ille  rocat 
I'o:-,  rudieidium  numerorum.  non  ilia  quidem  aliena  ab  analytica  arte 
confitciitibus  ejus  intcrpretibus  in  sectione,  aed  totam  artem  omit- 
tcntibuE  mixum.  Nam  si  inutiHs  ad  Exegesin,  cur  ejus  ibi  fecerunt 
mentioncm  ?  Si  mcntionem  fecerunt,  cette  ut  non  inutitis,  cur  igitur 
non  dcscri|)serunt  ? 

His  insu|icr  addidit,  veluti  ctiam  pra^ludia  ad  ipaam  analyticam; 
H|)cculation('m  de  numeris  et  binomialum  speciebus,  de  extractione 
radicis  quadratic  c  binomio  piano,  et  quo  plurimum  sudavit  (et  illud 
forte  nccquidi|uam)  de  extractioiie  mdicis  culiicx  e  solido  binomio. 
usque  ad  exliaustionem  viginti  fcptem  aut  octo  cliartarum.  Nam 
fok'bat  ad  iiuitationem  juris  peritorum  per  chartas  ab  una  parte  exa- 
ratiis,  et  per  articulas  simul  coltigatas,  distribuerc  seorsim  diversa 
docuincnturum  suorum  membra,  ut  ita  homogenca  uuum  in  locum 
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reponerentur,  pnepositis  quibusdam  paragraphis  plerumque  literarum 
cum  chartarum  ascripto  numero,  ad  satis  methodicam  inventionem 
cujuscunque  particularis  subjecti,  quando  ad  illud  relatio  quomodo- 
cumque  esset  facienda. 

Quibus  accesserunt,  vel  processerunt  potlus.  Operationes  logis- 
ticse  in  notis  ita  dictse  ab  Harrioto,  ubi  incipiunt  ejus  glossatores  sub 
titulo.  Logistices  speciosse  quatuor  operationum  formae  exemplifi- 
catse  non  ita  scilicet  magistraliter  distanti  iUo.  In  ipso  analytices 
artificio  contentus  trimembri  divisione  inscribit  primam  ejus  partem 
ita.  De  generatione  sequationum  canonicarum  sub  paragrapho  d) 
compaginatis  ad  illud  argumentum  chartis  21  cum  appendiculls  duo- 
bus  de  multiplicatione  radicum. 

Secunda  pars  autem  sub  titulo  "  De  resolutione  sequationum  per 
reductionem/'  habet  paragraphum  e)  chartas  29.  item/ a)  chartas  7  : 
ffi)  chartas  quoque  7  :  et  succedens  illis  in  chartarum  numeratione, 
/  y)  ad  chartam/  18  y)  cum  appendicula  sub  lemmate  duplici  non 
ilia  contemnenda  licet  a  suis  omissa :  Deinde  /  i)  chartae  8.  /  e) 
chartse  4./0  item  4 :  Postremo  seorsim  sub  signo  |^^  chartae  no* 
vem  continentes  reductiones  veterum  ad  Harriot!  methodum  revo- 
catas. 

Sed  tertiam  partem  (non  ita  studio  dissentiendi)  cum  Vieta  in  suo 
libro.  De  numerosa  potestatum  resolutione,  et  recte  merito.  Non 
totus  fere  est  Vietapus  per  exempla  singula,  et  supposito  paragrapho, 
et  in  chartis  13  sunt  exempla  tria  quadratica  quorum  primum  est 
suum,  duo  reliqua  sunt  Vietae,  quinque  cubicae  omnia  Vietae  praeter 
primum .  £t  quinque  quadrato  qu adratica  quorum  quartum  est  suum , 
reliqua  Vietae.  £t  sunt  ista  secundum  Vietae  methodum  aequatio- 
num  omnino  affirmantium.  Altera  ejus  pars  sub  paragrapho  b)  in 
chartis  12  habet  cum  Vieta  habet  analyticam  potestatum  affectarum 
negate  quadratica  bl)  6  2)  6  3)  cubica  6  4)  a^d  6  10)  quadrato-qua- 
dratica610)6  11)6  12). 

Tertia  ejus  pars  sub  paragrapho  c)  habet  18  chartas,  tractat  ana- 
lysin  potestatum  avulsurum  cum  Vieta,  ubi  radices  simt  multiplices 
et  singularum  limites  demonstrantur.  Exempla  hujus  sunt  quadra- 
tica duo,  cubico-cubica  4,  quadrato- quadratica  duo.  Sunt  alia  quae- 
dam  particularia  hunc  spectantia,  de  quibus  suo  loco. 

Haec  est  generalis ;  et  quantum  poscit  nostram  propositam  perbrevis 
ejusce  methodi  synopsis  tarn  ilia  facilis  et  perspicua  quam  est  septi- 
membris  illorum  distributio.  Unde  partem  liquet  e  tribus  illis  par- 
tibus  eam  de  numerosa  resolutione  totam  esse  usurarium  et  ipsum 
Vietam  a  capite  ad  calcem  redolere,  paucis,  ut  dixit  Harriotus,  mu- 
tatis. Ilia  autem  pauca  cujusmodi  sunt }  quae  certe  non  nihil  com- 
pendii  praecepto  afFerunt,  sed  et  quae  nihil  negotii  adimimt  operatione. 
£x  sequentibus  etiam  patebit  secundam  partem  reductionum  Vietam 
agnoscere  parentem  ex  parte  maxima,  alioqui  alios  praecedentes  ha- 
bere authoris :  ut  nihil  ex  toto  volumine  in  genere  reliqui  supersit 
Harrioti  proprium  praeter  primam  generationis  partem,  quam  certe 
non  numerito  dixerit  quis  fibricam  vel  officinam  nihili ;  non  quod 
nihil  exinde  boni  oriatur,  sed  quod  ex  nihili  ingeniosa  tractationc, 
totum  illud  quodcunque  sit  (quod  sane  non  est  contemnendum  in- 


B^adBse    -'    "_'     1 


I 


l^^M^I^^K^ 


■awMi  iiiiiiiiii  fit II 


•  i^^»   i"  1^. 


^^fMCS  ^       _   "IT         ^^  i^l 


L.c^  f -r  tarnii.  rM-;i.i2n:a  r 


^faaa-bfaa-cdja 
-cfaa 
+  dfaa 

liiii-ihi  A  4  r  -r^  il  +_/"  ad  binomiam 

«aaa-  ftftfto  -hbbe 
~  bbca  =  bbcc 
-bcca-bccc 

ri:iliir<fi'.  miljluliji  ncilict't  gmdibuB  aa  et  aaa. 
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Pbobuma  20. 
j^uationem  quadrinumiam 

aaaa  —  baae  +  beaa  +  be  da 

-  caaa  -  bdca  + be/a  =  - bed/ 
+  daaa  —  edaa  —  bd/a 
+/aaa-b/aa-ed/a 
—  e/aa 
+  d/aa 
posito6c+  d/=bd+cd  +  b/+c/ 
ad  binomiam  aaaa  —  bbbaaa 

-bbcaaa      bbbeee 


'  bb  +  be+c 


66+  bc  +  ce 
sublatia  reducere  ecilicet  gradibuB  a  etaa. 

Prdblbma  21. 
^quationem  quadrimoniain 

aaaa  —  baaa  +  bcaa  -\-  be  da 

—  eaaa  —  bdaa  +  be/a  =  —  bed/ 
+  daaa —  edaa  —  bd/a 
+  /aaa  —  b/aa  —  cd/a 
-e/aa 
+  d/aa 
ponto  rf  +  /  =  A  +  c 
ad  binomiam  aaaa  —  bbaa  _  jj^, 

reducere,  tublatis  Bcilicet  gradibus  aetaaa. 

latK  sunt  tres  illK  reductiones  pneclare  nquationis  ejus  quadiimo' 
niffi  ad  tres  binomiaa,  seu  mavis  geneiationes  binomiarum,  qua;  ad 
resolutionem  numerosam  roagis  sunt  accommodtp,  utpote  quee  Bint 
miauB  aHectiunibus  oppresBte.  Qua  quidem  glosBaiiiB  Harriot!  forte 
viderentur  sufficere  ad  praxia  suam  exigeticam  excercendum.  Sed 
Don  istffi  similiter  mihi  sufficiuot  ad  facultatia  specimen  ut  consultet 
ne  etiam  pauld  penitus  rimasae  Harriotica.  Nam  restat  in  adversariis 
ejus  omissus  modus  secundus  generandi  binomiam  squationem  pro- 
blematis  decimi  noni  ubi  tolluntur  gradus  aa  etaaa,  idque  ab  ilia 
tequatione  quadrimonia  qua  desciibitur  in  propositione  undecima 
sectionia  secundn  inter  originales,  nee  locum  sortita  est  inter  reduc- 
titias. 

Ut  igitur  accuratiuB  de  Harriot!  dormitatione  statuamue  et  simul 
constet  in  mathematicis  nqah  atque  philosophicis  tequivocam  gene- 
rationem  posse  reperiri.     Bic  igitur  se  habet  apud  Harriotum  in 
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d  JV)  Md  qm  mdeat  illis  kjcnliaDca  HarriMioe  cdudodus  potilB 


I  —  ha*B  +  ieati  —  teia 

—  tmam  +  idaa  +  ic/a  =  -t-  ieJ/  ^ 

—  rfaaa  +  rdaa  +  bd/a 
-t-/«««  —  if  am  +  ed/a 

-if  am 


-  hhtm 

-  iera  —  ttee 
- ecem — btce 


signorum  at  vult  Hnniotus 


;  =  bbba 
c  +  bbca 
:  +  brca 


reducere,  Eultlatis  snljcet  gntdibtia  a  a  et  a  a  a. 

Et  ignoscant,  uti  sjicro,  si  sequendo  authorem,  non  a 
fuero  sollicitus,  ut  sigiia  intorvertam  cum  illis,  quo  ponatur 
potcstas  ttlfirDiHtivn,  i^t^i  ah  eltutu  X'quationis  jiarte  sint  homogcnm 
neiT'itiva.  quod  aliquid  iu  ie  saltern  babet  iudecori.  sed  nobis  miuutia 
noQ  £uut  auimadverteudu. 

Et  nd  correct  ion  em  horum  problematum  accedens,  utar  tali  argu- 
mentatione  nam  sunt  et  nobis  syllogismi,  me  licet  hostis  inter  alia 
convitia  L't  lioc  crimiiiarctur  domino  Petwortbix  quod  essem  dialec- 

Si  sit  possiblle  ut  t'x  icquatione  quadrimonia  gencretur  binomia 
nectsse  et,t  ut  in  gradibus  ablalis  coofficientcs  utrumque  iiegativa 
sint  K'quiilibus  roellicientibus  atlirinativis  sed  in  hisce  jirobleniatis 
impostibilc  ut  coefficicntes  utiinquc  (hoc  est  in  utroque  gradu  ablato) 
negativa  s'lat  xqualea  coefficientibus  affirm ativas. 

Eigo, 
In  liisce  problcmatia  non  est  possibite  ut  ex  iequatione  quadrimoDia 
gentretur  binomia. 

Contra  majorem  propositi  one  m  peccant  paraphrastte  pucrilius,  con- 
tra minorcm  peccat  Harriotus  inconsideratius. 

Sed  ad  primum  crrorem  castigandum  paraph raetarum  scilicet  qui 
e\  positn  unica  scqualitate,  putafi+c  =  d+f  in  problemate  19  et21 
etic+rf/=6d+crf+fi/+cinproblemute  20,  non  est  ut  roultum  la- 
boremus.  Ip.'i  enimsuo  indicio  sibi  ipsis  opponunturin  locis  plurimis 
reductionum  suarum,  ubi  inferunt  bfec  verba  in  tequatione  projiosita 
per  particularium  contradiction  em  cliditur  gradus  primus,  secundus, 
vel  tcrtius,  ct  tullantur  contradictoria  redundantia,  item  rcjecto  re- 
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dundttntium  ex  contradictiDne  et  aimilia,  ex  quibus,  per  ipsos  mani- 
festo Bequitur  nisi  fiat  elisio,  rejectio,  Tel  redimdantia  iniequalius  et 
contradiceatibus  alicujus  coeSicientis  partibus.  Maam  esse  et  impos- 
eibilem  ejusdem  gradue  cui  aacribitur  coefficiena  abladonem.  Bt 
merito  illud  quidem.  Nun  ai  inEequalitate  existentd  inter  partes 
qus  affirmantes  et  negantes  :  si  excessus  fuerit  peacs  affirmantes 
aufertur  ex  ilia  parte  cquationis  tanto  plus  justo  quantum  est  difie- 
rentis  partium  coef&cientea  in  gradum  ablatum  ducta.  Sin  autem 
exupereut  negantex  tantumdem  excedet  ilia  pars  squationis  ipaum 
homogenium  datum,  cui  statuitur  esse  lequalis.  Impossibile  igjtur 
est,  lit  ad  unicam  positam  squalitatem  coefficicntis  partium  inferatur 
ablatio  plurium  quam  uaius  gradus  parodici.  Quod  ipsum  satis  eiut 
notum  Hanioto.  Nam  in  singulis  illis  ejus  paraJogysmis  aasunit  ut 
ia  coDfesso  duplicem  partium  duplicium  coefficientium  squalitatem 
ad  hinos  quosque  toUendoH  gradus.  Et  hoc  facilius  admisit  incom- 
modum  quia  in  prtccedentibua  ad  toUendos  gradus  tantum  singulos, 
eadem  eequalitates  partium  coetficiends  unius  cujusvia  qualiter  in- 
serriebant  quo  feciUus  intnxlucta  est  hTpothesis  eequationis  gemiua 
pttrtinm,  qua  contra  minorem  argument  esse  nostri  propositionem 
militat  et  jam  nnnc  nobis  sed  majori  conamiDe  et  mactimis  validio- 
libuB  oppugnanda  est,  sequeatibus  pnemisais  lematiis. 

LemMa  prianim. 

Si  quantitas  aUqua  aemel  atque  itenim  bisecetur  innqnaliter  : 
factum  a  partibus  minoris  insequalitatia,  et  diScreotiie  quadratorum 
dimidiarum  difFcrentiarum  inter  partes  insquales. 

Esto  quantitas  a  h  divisa  primo  in  c  puncto  in  duas  partes  ine- 
quales  ae,  cb,  deinde  in  duas  alias  ad,  db,  ubi  iniequalitaa  prima 

inter  ac.cb  minor  est  '  '  J  7  ina- 

qualitate  secunda  inter  adctdb,  et  sequitur  propositura. 

Nam  tertio  diviaa  eadem  in  partes  eequales  ac.eb,  per  53  est 
&ctumexac,  cb,  cum  quadrate  ce  scquale  quadrato  semiaaia  scilicet 
e  b  :  atque  etiam  factum  ex  ad,  b  d,  cum  quadrato  ad  tequatur  eidem 
f emiasi  ergo  et  xquantur  invicem.  At  r  c  et  ed  sunt  dimidis  diffe- 
rentiae partium  ac,  cb  et  partium  ad,  db,  ergo  facta  a  partibus  cum 
quadratia  dimidiarum  differentiarum,  aunt  invicem  icqualia,  ct  ablato 
ab  eequalibus  quadrato  minoris  difFerentiie  e  c  enint  residua  lequalia, 
nimirum  factum  ex  o c,  cb  sequale  ftcto  exad,  db  cum  differentia 
quadratorum  ec,ed,  dimidiarum  puta  differentiarum,  ut  erat  propo- 

Jordanus  in  20  primiex  hypothesi  hujus  propoaitionis  infertaliam 
concluaionem,  licet  aliis  verbis  fectiim  scilicet  e  partibus  differentia 
minoris  ac.cb  aquari  et  facto  e  partibua  reliquia  et  facto  ex  diffe- 
rentiis  alicujus  unius  partis  prima  divisionia  et  partium  singulorum 
divisionis  reliquie;  ut  sit  factum  ex  ae,  eb  aquale  focto  ex  ad,  db, 
et  facto  ex  differentia  inter  ae.  ad,  et  differentia  inter  ac.db,  qnod 
instar  corollarii  poni  potest. 
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Lemma  ^ 


Si  quxlibet  dUK  quaatit&tes  bieecentur  iiiEequixIiter ;  quse  fiiint  a 
quiituor  produi^tH  e  singulis  partibus  unius  in  eiugulafi  partes  alte- 
rias,  a'quantur  producto  quod  fit  a  totis  ia  se  ductis. 

Hujus  lemmaliB  non  est  e  longinquo  accersenda  deiiioosti3ti<i 
cum  sit  proposiU)  idem  cum  primo  secundi  Euclidia  quapivis  gene- 
raliit?  enunriata,  ad  umnos  species  quantitatis  comprehendas,  et 
quasi  tcciproca  ejusdem  rejietitio amX. 


II.  The  Autobiography  of  Sir  Sanud  Morland.  in  a  letter  aJdrettfi 

lo  Archbishop  Tenixon,    From  the  original  manuscripl  prcMtrttd 

in  the  library  at  Lambeth  Palace. 

[M5S.  Lambeth,  031,  Orig.] 

Sir, — I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  variouB  reports  of  the  cxcessiTC 
prodigalides  and  other  sins  of  my  youthful  daies,  that  have  now  for 
a  long  time  been  spread  nbrond  by  the  credulous  and  eensorioiif 
world;  especially  since  it  has  pleased  Almighty  Ciod  of  late  year?,  to 
visit  mee  with  manifold  crosses  and  afflictions  which  have  kept  al- 
most as  exact  time  and  measure  as  formerly  did  Job's  messengers. 
And  fair  be  it  from  mee  to  act  the  pharise's  jiart,  or  plead  my  inno- 
cence, in  any  other  terras. 

However    I   have  thought   it  necessary,  (being  sensible   of   i 


mortality,  and  ki 
nicl.  in  Whom  then 
give  you  an  abbrev 
my  life,  Iwing  willi 
reason  of  the  circi 
buried  in  oljlivion. 

Having  received  my  cducatii 
moved  to  the  University  of  C'a 
ton  years,  I  was  soUicited  by 
ministry,  for  which,  fearing  1 


ig  well  that  1  address  myself  to  a  true  Natha- 
1  no  guile!)  to  make  you  my  confessor,  and  to 
of  the  history   of  some  part    and  passages   of 


i  live 


,  ther 


1  in  Winchester  Colledg,  I  was  re- 
ibridg,  where  having  spent  nine  or 
ome  frcinds  to  take  upon  mee  the 
a  not  titly  qu.ilihcd.  I  betook  myself 
to  the  study  of  the  mathematitks.  Soon  after,  an  occasion  present- 
ing itself.  1  accompanied  an  ambassador,  (among  several  other  gen- 
tlemen) sent  by  the  protector  to  the  queen  of  Sweden.  At  my  re- 
turn, I  was  recommended  to  Secretary  Thurlo  for  an  assistant,  and 
in  a  few  months  time  after,  sent  by  Cromwell  as  an  envoy  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy  in  behalf  of  the  protestants  of  the  valleys  of  Pied- 
mont, And  from  thence  to  Geneva,  as  his  resident,  to  manage  the 
attayrs  of  those  poor  people  together  with  other  forraign  ministers, 
as  likewise  to  transmit!  tbe  moneys  collected  in  England  for  their 


rdeif.  and  to  prepare  ntinutes,  and  procure  records,  vouchers,  and 
attestations,  for  the  compiling;  of  an  exact  liiGtury  of  the  Waldcnsea. 

That  Regocinbon  beiiig  ended,  and  having  expoiied  an  account  at 
my  return  of  the  whole  transaction  to  a  select  committee  of  gentle- 
men who  were  appointed  by  Cromwell  to  examine  particulars  and 
make  their  report,  aa  appears  by  their  certificai  marked  (A)",  regis- 
tered in  the  council  books,  of  which  I  have  the  original,  I  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  moat  iotimat  afiajts  of  state ;  where  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  taking  a  clear  view  of  all  proceedings  frum  41  to 
56,  and  so  forwards  for  severall  years. 

Amongst  other  intrigues,  1  was  an  ey  and  ear  wilnes  of  Dr.  He- 
wet's  being  inhumanely  trepann'd  to  death  (together  with  several 
Other  persons  of  quality)  by  Thurlo  and  hit  agents.  For  instance, 
one  Dr.  Corkor  was  sent  by  Thurlo  to  Dr.  Hewet  to  advise  him  and 
desire  him  on  the  behalf  of  the  royalists,  to  send  to  Bruxels  for 
blank  commissions  from  Charles  2nd.  And  when  those  commissioners 
were  come,  was  ordered  to  desire  to  bee  employed  by  him  to  di- 
■perse  part  of  them  into  several  counties  and  to  keep  the  rest  by  him, 
which  done  be  was  seized  on,  together  with  those  commis^ons,  and 
condemned  by  a  High  Court  of  Justice,  and  at  la^t  cruelly  executed. 

1  was  likewise  privy  to  u  design  which  was  carried  on  by  Sir 
Richard  Willis  (whom  Charles  II.  trusted  with  all  his  affayrs  ia 
England)  from  a  year  before  Cromwell's  death  to  the  rising  of  Sir 
George  Booth  (afterwards  L.  Delamar)  for  giving  up  the  person 
of  his  majcEty.  At  which  time,  the  said  Sir  lUchard  Willis,  by  the 
appointment  of  Secretary  Scott, and  one  person  more  (Thurlo  being 
now  out  of  employment)  hired  a  great  liouse  called  Weston  Hanger, 
in  Kent,  moated  about,  and  situated  for  the  purpose,  and  then  ad- 
vised and  pressed  Charles  II.  with  all  diligence  to  come  for  Euglnnd, 
and  reside  in  that  bouse  for  the  better  encouragement  of  those  who 
should  rise  in  arms  for  his  restauration. 

To  this  proposition  the  king  readily  consented,  and  the  day  of  his 
setting  out  from  Uruxels  (as  1  remember)  wcus  appoynted,  and  notice 
thereof  being  given  to  Scott  by  Sir  B.  Willis,  tbere  were  several 
thousands  of  chosen  men  arm'd  cap-a-p6,  who  had  instructions  to 
place  themselves  round  about  in  woods  and  as  privately  as  was  J>oe- 
sible,  and  upon  the  watchword  giv^n  ihat  the  king  was  enter'd  into 
the  said  house,  to  rush  in  and  murder  him  and  all  his  followers  in  a 
hurry,  so  as  it  might  never  be  known  by  whose  hand  he  fell,  which 
was  thought  by  the  contrivers  u  much  better  method  than  formally 
to  bring  him  to  a  tryal  before  a  High  Court  of  Justice,  as  they  had 
don  his  father. 

Now  the  horror  of  this  and  such  like  designs  to  support  an  usurped 
government,  and  fearing  to  have  the  king's  blood  layd  another  day 
in  foro  divino  to  my  charge,  (there  being  no  person  but  myself, 
and  the  contrivers,  and  the  cheif  of  those  who  were  to  act  it,  privy 
to  it) ;  and  calling  to  remembrance    Hushai'a   behaviour  towards 

*  Thii  paper  niiu'kFcl(A)an[lFntitleil"Certififi»coftbecommitleefii)r  Pieiaont 
^ceralng  Mr.  .VlorUnd's  ncgodaliom  for  ihe  prutcttuita  of  the  valleyi."  is  pre- 
<]  in  the  tuue  volume,  ind  is  ■ppanntiy  the  only  one  now  reiDiining. 


I 


118  APPCKDtX. 

Alnab^  which  1  found  not  *t  «U  bkio«d  in  Holy  Writt.  (and  jet 
tu  «u  «  koga  itq*  thwo  ntiae,  I  banng  nt\et  taken  any  Idnd  <^ 
cMth  or  made  bbj  fomal  ptDtwie  that  I  ever  Teiuember  to  anj  of 
thoee  go*«nuncsts> ;  as  lOcevwe  wrioDEly  reflecting  ufmo  tfaoir 
oaths  oi  faptmaej  tad  all^iiance  which  I  had  taken  durinf;  cbe 
R3gn  of  CbtfkB  1.  al  Winchester  Collide,  1  took  at  last  »  fino  re- 
sahitxM  ta  do  my  DaiiT«  priDce,  and  the  n^tAill  heir  to  the  crono. 
all  the  eerrioe  that  tbould  lay  in  nj  power.  And  here  I  caoaol 
onttt  tootMjie, 

1.  'fliat  this  JBBctore  of  dn»e  was  the  <larkc«t  mooa  of  aU  that 
long'  >  reisn.  atjme  when  hee  was  in  amanncr  abandoned  by  olmcsl 
all  his  nti^bouring  princes  Mid  states,  and  miserably  betrayed  by 
many  of  his  domestk  ^ervant^,  and  fame  of  those  in  whose  hiind< 
were  all  his  eecreta  and  prinripal  affayres.  A  time  when  he  ww 
in  great  di^tiesE  for  moseys,  that  bnug  prest  by  Sir  Richard  Willis 
to  send  him  fifty  or  sxty  pound,  as  oft  as  bee  fent  him  over  neir 
instroctktos,  which  was  umally  once  a  month  (though  at  the  soot 
time  hee  bad  much  greater  sums  conveyed  to  hiro  by  my  hands  in 
dark  nights  and  obscure  places  such  as  the  Vine  Tavern  in  Holborn, 
hackney  coadies,  and  the  like ! )  His  Majesty  was  frequently  forced 
to  pawn  his  [J&te  or  jeweb,  and  as  I  remember,  once  to  sell  bis 
coach  horses  to  supjjy  him.  All  which  misfortunes  Sir  Richard 
Willis  hartng  enumerated  and  illustrated  in  a  letter  of  his  to  mee 
about  the  same  time  to  encourage  the  kinp's  enemies  here,  pio'd 
the  bai^kft,  and  clu^oil  hl^  k-ttir  with  this  paragraiih.  vcTbatim,  viz.. 
Asd  noir  J  know  not  trhal  power  thai  Utile  king  has  left  him,  vnltsa  if 
bee  to  command  his  followers  to  rvn  madd  as  they  please. 

2.  This  was  a  time  when  1  lived  in  greater  plenty  then  ever  1  did 
since  the  king's  Restauration,  havinir  a  house  well  furnish't.  a  suffi. 
cient  number  of  sen-ants  and  attendants,  a  very  good  coach  and 
horses  in  my  stables,  a  revenue  of  above  a  thousaud  pound  per 
annum  to  mainteyn  it ,  and  several  hundreds  of  pounds  of  ready 
money  by  mee  ;  and  a  beautiful  youag  woman  to  my  wife  for  ■ 
companion.  Now  the  giving  myself  up  to  serve  the  king  was  not 
oneiy  to  hazard  all  this,  but  to  live  in  dayly  expectation  of  being 
taken  out  of  ray  bed  or  house,  and  drag'd  to  the  torments,  and  there 
had  my  flesh  pull'd  off  my  bones  with  red  hot  pincers ;  these  were 
Thurlae's  own  expressions  how  they  had  dealt  with  mee  had  they  in 
the  least  suspected  mee. 

3.  Had  ambition  been  and  titles  of  honor  been  what  I  aym'd  at, 
whenever  the  king  should  be  restored ;  so  little  appearance  was 
there  at  that  time  of  any  such  change,  and  such  characters  were 
then  ftiven  of  the  king's  person,  that  to  rely  upon  a  promised  honor, 
would  have  seemed  no  other  then  building  castles  in  the  ayr.  and  a 
hundred  pound  for  the  purchase  of  a  Gartar  would  have  been 
thought  a  desperate  adventure. 

4.  Had  gold  Iwen  tiie  god  1  then  worship't,  I  had  fayr  opportuni- 
ties, as  its  well  kiiuwn  whilst  I  resided  at  Geneva,  to  have  gone 
nwny  with  above  twenty  tiiousand  pounds  into  some  remote  comer 
of  the   world,  whire   the   power   tlien   iu   beiog   could   never  have 
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iKncht  inee.  Or  I  might  have  nece|iled  at  my  return  of  a  much 
greater  sum  to  have  timely  discovered  the  whole  design  of  Crom- 
vell's  expedition  into  the  Indies  for  the  Sjinnish  gold ;  all  those 
commissions  and  instruments  being  either  in  my  view  or  in  my  cus- 

Whoever  shall  seriously  consider  the  foregoing  obserTations  will 
hardly  heheve  that  any  self  ends,  (though  possibly  they  might,  by 
the  pravity  of  man's  nature,  and  the  subtilty  of  the  Divel,  bee  in- 
jected into  the  fancy)  could  possibly  outwey  the  considerations  of 
duty  and  conscience  in  Buch  an  undertaking  as  this  of  n  ' 
the  blackeet  and  worst  of  times. 

Having  now  resolved  upon  the  end,  the  nest  thing  was  to  con- 
trive the  means  of  effecting  it.  And  having  made  choice  of  one  Ma- 
jor Henshaw,  (whose  life  I  had  some  time  before  saved,  he  being 
one  of  the  forty  men  who  liad  sworn  neither  to  eat  or  drink  till  they 
bad  killed  Cromwell)  I  gott  him  to  send  a  letter  to  Chiirlca  2nd. 
by  one  of  bis  confidents,  to  acquaint  him  tliat  there  was  death  in 
the  pott,  if  ever  hce  entered  within  the  doore  of  Weston  Hanger, 
This  letter  happened  to  bee  ]iut  into  his  hand?,  a^  bee  had  one  of 
his  boots  already  on,  and  was  drawing  on  the  other,  to  ride  post 
towards  the  water  side,  in  order  to  his  coming  over,  as  Sir  Richard 
Willis  had  advised  him,  for  the  encouragement  of  his  party.  This 
letter  putt  a  stop  to  his  journey,  but  with  much  difficulty,  the  king 
being  made  almost  believe,  by  the  lord  of  Ormond  and  others,  that 
this  was  onely  a  stratagem  of  the  jirotector,  to  throw  dirt  upon  his 
beloved  favourite,  and  so  to  spoyl  his  best  design. 

However,  the  king  sent  mee  an  answer  marked  (B),  whereupon  I 
dispatch 't  Major  Henshaw  himself,  with  n  second  letter,  and  ac- 
companied it  with  several  long  letters,  all  written  with  i>ir  Richard 
Willis  his  own  hand,  discovering  from  time  to  time  all  the  king's 
secrets,  and  whatever  His  Majesty  had  entrusted  him  with. 

To  this  the  king  sent  mee  a  second  letter  marked  (C). 

With  one  of  these  letters  came  a  privat  paper,  as  from  the  king 
(but  in  truth  from  the  chancellor  himself),  ordering  mee  to  send  him 
in  another  privnt  paper  an  account  of  hia  chancellor  Hyde,  and 
what  I  knew  of  him,  for  bee  was  then  accused  of  corresponding 
with  Thurlo,  and  receiving  moneys  from  Cromwell.  I  believing  it 
came  really  from  the  king,  aent  sueh  an  account  as  it  seems  did  not 
very  well  please  his  lordship.  And  Hinc  iilx  lachrims  !  From  that 
Ume  bee  became  a  mortal  enemy. 

Wlien  I  went  over  to  Buda,  upon  the  king's  Restauratjon,  the 
chancellor  charged  mee  not  to  o»k  any  tking  of  the  Kinif.  till  he 
came  into  England,  Hit  Majesty  bring  renolved  to  givf  mee  more  than 
ia  modrsly  I  could  petition  for.  But  when  I  had  wayted  in 
England  till  all  things  of  moment  were  given  away,  and  at  last  de- 
sired to  know  what  the  king  designed  for  mee,  his  answer  was, 
totmdt !  vkat  the  Divel  vrould  you  have  '.' 

Before  the  king's  coming  over,  by  Major  Henshaw's  and  hia 
I -confidents  privat  agreement,  as  I  believe  with  the  chancellor,  my 
h*ife  was  made  believe  that  there  was  a  ])atent  brought  over  and  hid 


I  bi  pcTv  mee  the  Gutar.  and  make  Iter  a  dutches*,  u 
_  '  i  from  a  noUr  fsmilv  ia  Normandy,  which  ww  h 

tivtfa.  aad  ibcy  bad  ao  br  poeseat  ber  n-ith  this  twd  iinaginHtiun, 
tkal  ibee.  ih  wiimg  Hwe  to  a«lk  ^tb  her  priratly  into  the  ganim 
of  KT  cuaangy  kmte.  ■  little  heyood  Boir,  «he  coajurfJ  mre  upot 
1»-  imei  a  (J«  /acr  ^  //mm  to  prvmitf  and  svrar  lo  grant  ier  a 
BgiMM  ftfMf,  vlial  v>«  jurn*  fo  xi  my  (iinj  o/  file  Idmg  but 
Irt  Aim  ^  «  kr  phmatJ^  And  when  I  pleaded  with  her.  and 
fcreUU  ber  ahu  MDy  fell  oat  afterwards,  her  aoswer  was  thi# — 
Thf  mmtfmtamrftU  vpM  met  mad  wa/  dd!dre». 

The  king  bang  restored,  all  hia  ptomises  ended  in  a  patenl  for  a 
huMtetej  and  a  gmtleBan's  place  of  the  priry  chamber,  which  was 
oftdy  a  {dace  of  ^reat  espeoce,  and  co^t  mee  at  the  corou&tioa  450 
pounds  in  two  days.  And  aAer  I  had.  by  the  ckaneeUor'a  ord^  at 
frtm  lie  kmg  deliveTied  up  the  first  letter  into  His  Majesty's  own 
faaod.  where  bee  had  promised  mee  the  Gattar,  &c..  1  had  given  mee 
a  penaioo  ol  500  poonda  per  annum  out  of  the  post  office.  But  be- 
ii^  forred  to  Iitc  at  a  exr^t  eipence,  and  lay  out  great  Eums  iu 
taldng  out  patents  and  riding  at  the  coronation,  &c.,  and  to  run 
myself  in  debt,  thete  was  one  sent  to  mee  to  give  mee  na  alarm,  that 
(he  Duke  of  York  wtmld  have  the  post  office  settled  on  htm,  and 
my  peniiun  would  bee  lost,  and  I  should  do  prudently  to  $clt  it, 
and  there  was  a  chapman  for  it,  which  was  Sir  Arthur  Slingsby, 
who  had  it  for  a  suotm  much  beneath  its  value,  and  as  1  heard  after- 
ward?, hce  bought  it  for  the  Lady  Green,  with  the  king's  money. 

Now  tinUinp  mystlf  liisapjioynted  of  all  i)rcferraent  and  of  any  real 
estate.  1  betook  myself  to  the  mathematicks,  and  experiments  surh 
as  1  found  pleased  tlii'  king's  fancy.  And  when  I  had  »pcnt  5O0/. 
or  IWQI..  gotl  sometimes  one  half,'  sometimes  2  thirds  of  what  1  had 
expended.  Sometimes  I  had  pensions,  sometimes  none.  And  care 
was  tiiken  by  the  ministers  of  state  (under  whom  I  was  forced  to 
truckle,  waytini;  oft  at  their  doors  among  the  footmen)  that  one 
thing  should  bee  spent  before  1  gott  another.  One  while  I  was 
made  a  commissioner  of  excise,  paying  part  of  it  to  one  who  had 
procured  it.  But  in  a  few  years  being  run  in  debt  by  chargeable 
experiments  1  was  forced  to  i>art  with  it.  At  last,  witli  much  adii, 
I  gott  those  pensions  that  1  have  of  late  years  enjoyed,  but  they 
being  vcrj'  often  stopt,  1  was  at  great  loss  and  expence.  borrowing 
money  at  50  iu  the  hundred  and  so  anticipating  my  pension. 

About  two  years  before  the  king's  death,  hee  sent  mee  into  France 
about  that  king's  water-works,  and  1  borrowed  near  a  thousand 
pound  upon  my  pension  (to  repay  the  dowble  to  those  who  lent  it) 
to  prepare  models  and  engines  of  all  kinds  for  that  expedition.  But 
I  was  no  sooTier  arrived  there  but  the  lord  treasurer  by  his  Majeslyeg 
permission  atopt  all  my  jiensions  for  three  years. 

King  James  did  indeed  at  my  return  (which  was  with  the  loss  of 
above  1300  pistoles,  as  may  appear  by  the  French  king's  answer  to 
my  last  pi'tition  marked  D)  take  oft  tlie  stop  off  my  pension,  and 
ordered  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  but  permitted  the  lord  treasurer 
Kochester  to  cutt  off  ahuve  13U0/.  to  pay  the  workmen  for  the  en- 
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^n  that  serves  Windsor  Castle  with  water  upon  the  account  of 
Borne  boons,  and  some  reimburementa  I  had  gott  of  Kiag  Charles  in 
about  a  year  and  a  half's  time  before  my  going  over  into  FVaoce. 
And  one  of  the  boons  waa  150/.  which  payd  for  the  jewel  hee  gave 
mee  for  pleasing  him  with  the  engine,  and  in  remembrance  of  old 
services,  which  jewel  I  was  forced  to  pawn  and  part  with  at  Paris  to 
furnish  myself  with  money  to  bring  mee  back  to  England. 

As  an  addition  to  all  these  misfortunes,  having  charitably  redeemed 
a  certain  woman  (whose  moralls  I  then  knew  not  at  all)  from  perish- 
ing in  a  prison,  was  inhumanely  betrayed  by  her,  under  a  pretence 
of  gratitude,  into  a  vain  expectation  of  marrying  an  heiress  of  20 
thousand  pound.  And  swallowing  too  greedily  the  ^ded  bait,  it 
proved  my  ytter  ruin. 

I  know  it  is  objected  against  mee,  that  I  have  been  extravagant 
in  expences  with  several  wines.  And  I  must  confess,  that  was  the 
only  content  I  had  in  the  world,  all  other  things  proving  cross  and 
full  of  trouble  and  bitCemess.  Besides  that,  I  never  frequented  either 
tavern,  or  kept  in  pension  women  of  pleasure.  And  what  money 
ever  came  to  my  hands,  excepting  about  6  or  700/.  per  annum,  in 
my  family  or  relating  therein,  went  amongst  workmen  of  all  sorts, 
for  engins  and  chargeable  experiments  to  please  and  divert  His  Ma- 
jesty ;  or  else  for  secret  service,  which  were  often  very  considerable 
iums.  Somewhat  may  bee  judg'd  by  the  paper  (B).  1  am  sure  I 
have  now  hardly  left  ten  shillings  in  the  world. 

After  all  I  would  fain  retire  and  spend  my  life  in  a  Christian  so- 
litude, and  heartily  beg  you  to  lend  me  your  helping  hand,  to  have 
my  condition  truly  represented  to  His  Majesty,  whereby  you  will 
highly  and  for  ever  oblige 

Your  most  affectionate,  humble  and  fiuthfull  servant, 

S.  MOELANO. 

May  3rd.  1669. 

P.S.  There  is  one  thing  that  I  omitted  in  the  abbreviat  of  my 
ovrn  history,  which  is.  that  when  1  did  engage  to  serve  the  late 
King  Charles  2ad,  and  did  reveal  some  conspiracy  against  his  life,  yet 
at  the  same  time  I  plainly  sent  him  word  that  it  was  upon  con- 
dition, Ihat  I  might  never  be  calVd  to  bear  witness  against  any  of  the 
conspirators,  if  upon  his  restauration,  they  should  happen  to  bee  ar- 
raigned at  the  barr  of  justice.  And  when  Sir  H.  Vane  was  ordered 
to  bee  brought  to  his  tryall,  the  Attomey-Oenerall  did  indeed  send 
for  mee,  and  did  very  much  press  mee  in  privat  (and  that  in  the 
King's  name)  that  I  would  appear  as  a  witness  against  him,  foras- 
much as  His  Majesty  had  been  informed  that  I  was  privy  to  many 
transactions,  where  the  said  Sir  Henry  Vane  was  principally  con- 
eenied,  that  would  by  the  law  of  England  hee  adjudged  high  treason. 
But  my  answer  to  him  was  this,  that  I  hoped  His  Majesty  would 
remember  his  promise,  that  not  a  hair  of  their  heads  should  ever 
be  toucht  upon  any  account.  Besides  that  I  would  rather  be  preat  to 
death  than  come  in  judgment  against  either  Aim  or  any  other,  whose 
designs  I  had  formerly  discovered.  And  thereupon  went  home  to 
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■IT  boBse,  tad  boint  a  catain  tbeet  of  paper  aD  written  nith  Si 
U.  VaaeV  own  haati  (wluch  was  »  draii^t  td  a  model  trf  a  on 
guvuiuiMBi  villi  aeTeR  nllectiooc  on  ■umarcby),  aa  also  seren 
adicK  p^cix  which  woold  hafe  been  great  eridencc  agaiost  bin. 


Erlrvtfnm  mmolkrr  Utter  of  Sir  SBmaiel  Morlamd  to   ArtMitJuf 
Temiaom.  Jat'tJ  Jalf  Wtk.   1C8S. 

In  the  intniin  I  bi^an  to  consider  that  perhaps  1  might 

do  the  public  soae  kind  of  ecrrioe.  tluiing  this  mj*  ivtired  life,  bj 
«xplafitmg  in  a  new  maoncr  aad  method,  the  first  eix  books  of 
Budid,  and  redacia  j  them  to  eammon  use  and  practice,  and  r"^h}^ 
all  tlui^  plain  and  easy  to  tlie  meaiiesl:  capacity  ;  which  is  a  thing 
that  in  waj  "p"""  would  bee  of  excdleat  and  singular  ose.  u 
mil  foe  all  jMblick  Mhoola  ■■  for  all  young  students  in  the  imi- 
venatiea ;  bnt  as  yet  has  not  been  performed  to  purpose  by  aM 
antbor  that  I  haTc  seen  whaterer.  ^_ 


T%e/oO«mag  jMjper  i*  takem/rom  the  same  mamucripl. 

The  pmposalls  Sir  Samuel  Morland  ^ve  unto  Major  WUdman  for 
the  King's  secret  Mrrice  were  as  follower. 

1.  To  oj-^n  any  ItSti-r  thouzti  WTitttn  and  seiild  up  with  all  the 
care  aiii!  iiicLty  th;it  i*  prairticabk" ;  ;iiid  biiving  roppied  out  the 
contents,  tJ  seal  the  same  up  again,  with  aa  many  as  sliail  be 
desired;  provided  he  have  the  same  paper,  wax  and  ink,  that  the 
party  that  ivnit  aud  feald  it  shall  be  so  far  from  discerning  his 
letter  to  be  opend  or  disfigured,  that  he  shall  not  know  hi$  own 
letter  from  the  other  counterfeits. 

2.  To  wash  a  written  paper  as  white  as  before  it  was  written. 

3.  To  counterfeit  all  handwriting  so  dexterously,  that,  upon  oc- 
casion of  state,  the  king  may  send  the  coppies  and  keep  the  ori- 
ginalU  of  any  letter?,  dispatches  or  other  papers,  til]  any  designes 
be  ripe  for  conviction. 

4.  To  co]i]iy  any  number  of  whole  sheets  of  paper  close  written 
on  both  sidef  in  as  many  minutes  time,  with  this  advantage,  that  it 
uiU  be  impossible  for  the  coppies  to  be  erronious  (a). 


First, — Considering  the  declination  of  the  needle  touched  with  the 

(a)  Tliis  documenl  has  been  copied  '■  in  a  minute  "  on  Ihc  paper  ininiediately 
followiiij  it,  atid  can  be  disliucily  read  by  holding  i(  lo  the  hghl.  Xeil  follows 
"\a  old  wriiiiig  pale,  atid  almost  aorn  out,  copycd  in  a  minute  from  both  sidc«." 
which  n,  however,  rather  indistinct. 


in^nes  or  loadstone,  from  the  plain  of  the  horizon,  for  shewing  of 
latitudes,  I  demand  whether  the  loadetone,  tm  it  lyctb  in  its  natural 
place  and  mine  in  the  earth,  hath  not  the  two  poiats  of  north  and 
south  directly  respecting  the  north  and  south  poles  of  the  enrlh.  If 
BO,  then,  whether  a  straight  steel  wire,  hung  by  the  middles  with  a 
small  thread  in  equal  balance,  and  touched  on  either  end  with  the 
north  or  south  point  of  the  stone,  will  not  likewise  directly  res]>ect 
the  north  and  south  poles.  I  say,  touched  hard  with  the  very  end  of 
the  wire  ;  not  as  the  usual  manner  is.  drawn  or  pressed  with  the  north 
or  south  end  of  the  stone,  along  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the 
wire :  which,  as  it  may  seem,  malies  the  needle  decline  more  than 

Secondly, — ConsideringtheTariatJonof  the  magnetical  needle  from 
the  plain  of  the  meridian  for  shewing  of  longitudes,  I  demand  whether 
the  same  magnes  or  loadstone,  lying  in  bis  natural  place  and  mine 
in  the  earth,  bath  not  aa  those  two  principal  points  directly  respect- 
ing the  north  and  south  poles  of  the  earth,  so  also  every  other  two 
opposite  points  of  itself  in  the  like  natural  force  (although  not  in  the 
same  degree  of  force)  respecting  those  points  of  the  earth  whereunto 
it  hath  like  situation.  So  that,  for  example,  to  speak  only  of  three 
other  being  the  chiefest,  a  wire  touched  in  manner  aforesaid,  with  the 
vertical  or  opposite,  that  is  to  say.  uppermost  or  nethermost  point  of 
the  stone  lying  in  or  newly  token  out  of  his  mine,  by  his  tree  motion, 
will,  in  the  same  htirizon,  turn  that  end  directly  up  or  down-right, 
and  take  whpUy  to  itself  tlie  situation  and  place  of  so  much  of  tha 
axis  of  that  horizon :  and.  moreover,  there  being  a  tine  drawn  round 
about  the  stone,  lequidistant  from  bis  poles  of  north  and  south,  a  wire 
touched  in  that  point  thereof  that  in  the  stone's  natural  situation  re- 
specteth  the  east  or  west,  will  likewise  turn  itself  and  lie  level  in  the 
plun  of  the  same  horizon  directly  east  and  west ;  and  finally,  a  wire 
likewise  touched  at  a  quarter  of  the  said  circle's  distance,  will  duly 
ttseume  to  itself  that  situation  and  place  where  the  plains  of  the 
meridian  of  the  same  horizon  and  tequinuctial  meet  with  and  cross 
and  cut  each  other.  I  say  still,  the  same  horizon  :  because  loadstones 
of  divers  countries  must  consequently  have  and  shew  divers  horizons 
and  meridians  with  points  correspondent ;  there  being  no  natural 
horizon  or  meridian,  or  east  and  west,  in  the  world,  as  there  b  »qui- 
noctial,  and  north  and  south. 

lliis  have  1  conceived  in  my  mind  many  years  since,  upon  com- 
paring  of  our  countryman  Norman  his  New  Attractive,  concerning 
the  declination  of  the  magnetical  needle  by  himself  first  observed, 
and  variation  of  the  some,  with  BaptJsta  Porta  his  book  de  nirabUt- 
bus  ynagnolis  ;  but  hitherto  partly  I  have  not  had  fit  opportunity  to 
make  trial  thereof,  and  partly  I  have  neglected  it,  by  reason  I 
found  it  flatly  contrudii-'ted  by  D.  Gilbert  in  divers  places  of  his  books 
'e  mxtgnele,  and  also  by  some  of  my  learned  friends  i  who,  being 
iked  by  me,  whether  a  needle  touched  in  any  other  place  of  the 
hidstoue  besides  the  poles,  would  regjjeet  the  poles  in  like  manner 
were  touched  In  cither  pole,  answered  that  it  would  in  like 
,  tho'  not  in  like  force,  hut  by  so  much  the  weaklier  by 
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d  the  Eutber  frooi  the  poles ;  and  that  beiop 
;  &om  die  polee,  answenne 

1  «f  tke  miU.  it  would  hsrt  no  respect  nt  all.     AU 

s  maEing  with  mjvelf  and  HuDk- 

s  yet  DO  odter  tiifficiect  r^asoD  of  the  dedi- 

e  it   po^ble  and    liJtely  that 

_  ^        i  tDtallj'  both  may  have  snch  a  respertiii 

teee  is  t^  aa  1  h««c  «aid.  lying  in  Iuf  natural  mine  or  newly  taken 
iMiafil;  ladifaoBny  retain  the  same,  and  impart  it  forcibly  enourii. 
m  gaudmUlB  after :  if  ao  be  it  be  laid  and  kept  still  in  the  like  situ- 
ataoA.  Bat  AecMMevfayfevkMdatDDesofroany.do retain  the  faine. 
[vUcfc  Bade  SKFotxns.  in  hie  fir«t  book  Oriiia  Catoptrioi,  think  there 
*mdcnUailtafllian.«me.  whereof  herepoTtB  himself  and  otben 
to  ha*v  ma^  T**TiTfT  trial,  hanng  laDre  points  of  respect  (namely, 
CHt  and  west)  tkMi«Chers.J  may  be  forthat.forthe  most  part  with- 
»t  la^ariAey  are  iMd.  or  else  by  re*iop  of  their  shape  they  fall  sod 
Be  la«E  IB  a  dhcne  or  oontiary  situation  from  that  which  was  thcli 
aManl :  now,  Att  ade  apwaid  wfaidi  was  downwaid,  now  that  side 
taaraiad  aldih  was  vntimd,  now  that  side  northward  which  vas 
WAwart:  whcwbj  H  o«ta  to  pies  that  within  awhile,  as  they  aiv 
MBck  kifaiRd  IB  tibcir  two  priadpal  ivspectiTe  points  of  north  and 
aoalh.  ao  tfaey  beoooie,  la  it  woe,  ^ddjr  and  mopi^,  and  at  length 
uBfiBt  i|UKe  defccbTe  m  tne  otbcr. 

Kow.if  Ais  pKire  tree.  I  dare  arourh,  that  thereby  is  given  a  mo'l 
ctrtai:;  a-.-.d  ready  mean;  of  measurinc  the  longitudes,  or  east  and 
wt-st  lUitanoe* :  and  withal  a  most  easy  way  of  sailing  by  a  great 
eirv'le,  that  is  to  say.  the  shortest  cut,  towani  what  position  or  situ- 
ation #ot"TxT  ;  the  verticol  touch  for  the  most  part  being  fittest  for 
this  use.  ar.d  an  n-quinoctial  for  the  other ;  whereas  the  polar  touch 
cvm  demonstrate  only  the  latitudes,  although  them  of  all  other  the 
most  dmUy.  But  touching  these  corollaries  there  needs  uol  any 
further  ^!'.s^.^>urse.  until  exjierimental  proof  be  made  of  the  former 

Th.  L. 
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entitled  to  one  copy  of  each  of  the  works  published  by  the  Society. 
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Secretary,  J.  O.  HalUwell.  Esq.,  35  Alfred  Place,  Bedford  Square, 
London. 
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and  a  adection  of  figures  of  animals  aod  plante  finxn  earlj  maaaamfU. 
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